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TO THX 



RIGHT HONOURABLE 

Lord H E R B E R T, 

MY LORD, 

AS the advantages which I en- 
joyed from accompanying 
your Lordfhip upon your travels 
enabled me to colle(9: the materials 
for the following work, it cannot 
be infcribed to any other perfon 
with fo much propriety as to your 
Lordfliip. You, I flatter myfelf, 
will recoiled with pleafure the re- 
fult of thofe inquiries to which you 
were particularly attentive; and I 
^nj happy in this public opportu- 
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nity of expreffing the grateful fenfe 
"which I entertain of being honoured 
with your Lordfhip's friendfhip ; 
and of declaring the fincere regard 
and attachment with which I am, 

MY LORD, 

YOUR lordship's 

MOST FAITHFUL 
AKD OBEDIEI^T SERVANT, 

WILLIAM COXE. 



King's College, Cambridge^ 
April 2,iySj^ 



PRE^ 



P R E F A C E 

TO THE FIRST EDITIok 



TH E following pages contain the 
refult of that intelligence which I 
coUeifted, and thofe obfervations which 
occurred, during my travels through the 
Northern kingdoms of Europe; and it 
is neceflary to apprize the reader upon 
what foundation the principal fadts afe fiip- 
ported. 

In regard to Poland, I was honoured 
with information from perfons of the high- 
eft rank and authority; and fortunately 
obtained pofleflion of fome original letters 
written from Warfaw, before and during 
the Partition, which have enabled me to 
throw a confiderable light over that inte- 
refting period. I prefume, therefore, that 
the account of Poland comprehends many 
particulars, which have not been hitherto 
prcfcnted to the public. 

A 3 With 
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With refped: to Ruflia, as the Emprefs 
herfelf deigned to anfwer feme queries re- 
lative to the ftate of the pubUc prifons * ; 
this gracious condefcenfion in fo great 
fovereign could not but facilitate my further 
inquiries. 

To this I muft add, that the late cele- 
brated hiftorian -f*, Mr. MuUer, favoured me 
with various communications on fome of the 
moft important and intricate parts of the 
Ruffian annals ; and pointed out to me the' 
moft approved writers on this empire. 

The nature of the Swedifli government 
rendered the fourccs of information eafy of 
accefs; and, fince my return to England, 
feveral Swediih gentlemen, well verfed in 
the conftitution of their country, have fup- 
plicd much additional intelligence. 

As the materials which I acquired in 
Denmark were lefs extenfive than thofe 
collected in the other parts, the account 

♦ See Vol. III. p. 132. 

+ Mr. Muller died in the latter end of 1783. The 
Emprefs, who, in confidcration of his great merit, bad 
honoured him with the order of St. Vladimir, has, in 
refped to his memory, ennobled his family. 

S of 
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of that kingdom is confined to thofe cit- 
ciimftances which I was able to afcertain ; 
it having been my invariable rcfolution 
never to adopt uncertain accounts, but to 
adhere folely to thofe fads which appeared 
to me to be derived from the moil unquei^ 
tionable authorities. 

In the hiftorical relations, I have had 
recourfe to many Englifh and foreign au- 
thors, and. particularly to feveral Germaa 
writers of unimpeached veracity, who were 
refident for a confiderable time in fome 
of the Northern kingdoms, and from whom 
I have drawn many anecdotes not known to 
the Englifh reader. 

Throughout this work, I have fcrupu- 
loufly cited the authors whom I have con- 
fulted ; and have fubjoined a lift of the prin- 
cipal books employed on this occafion, with 
an explanation of the references by which 
they are diftinguiflied. 

I cannot clofe this preface without 
cxprefling my obligations to Mr. Wraxall, 
Mr. Pennant, and Dr. Pulteney, for their 
refpedlive affiftance, acknowledged in the 

A 4 courfe , 
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courfe of the work. Colonel Floyd alfb 
claims my fincereft thanks for communi- 
cating his accurate Journal of our Tour; 
to whofe obfervations and defcriptions, be- 
fides the extracts in the following pages, I 
gratefully confefs myfelf indebted for many 
interefting particulars. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE FOURTH EDITION. 

THE Author p«bWhed the firft 
edition of this work in 17-84; ^and 
l3ie favourable manner in whidi ^e pdbUc 
received it, induced him to give an addi- 
tional volume, including a continuation o( 
thofe obfervations, which a fublequeftt 'jour-^ 
ney into the northern kingdoms of Europe^ 
in 1784 and 1785, enabled him to make; 
more particularly an' account of thofe troufi- 
tries which he did not vifit in his former 
tour; namely, Jutland, Norway, Livonia, 
Courland, and Pruffia. 

In the prefent edition thofe parts, which 
relate to the fame fubjecft, "have been thro^ 
together, and the remaining chapters of the* 
additional volume arranged in as connected 
a manner as the nature oi the work would 
admit. 
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I N the former editions of this work 
I reduced the Ruffian money to the Englifh 
(ilandard^ and eftimated the value of a rouble 
at 4/. or five to a pound llerling ^ which in 
1778, when I firft vifited Ruflia, was nearly 
its average amount. When Peter the 
Great reformed the coinage, he propofed 
making the value of a rouble equal to a 
rix-dollar, or about 4^. 6^. ; at which va- 
luci with a fmali fluctuation owing to acci- 
dental circumftances, it continued till the 
commencement of the Turkilli war in 
1770. Since that period the alteration of 
the coin has reduced the intrinfic value, as 
tried in the mint of London, to 3^. zd. 
The excefs of the imports above the ex- 
ports, the number of remittances necelTary 
for the payment of tlie troops employed 
againft the Turks^ and the great quantity of 
paper money in circulation, have alfo ftill 
farther contributed to diminifli the value of 
the rouble in exchange with foreign coun- 
tries I and in the courfe of the three lall 

years 
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years the rouble has been more than once fo 
low as 2s. ^id. 

But as this diminution was owing to cir- 
cumftances not permanent in their nature^ 
and as the war is now terminated, it may 
be prefumed the nominal value will, as in 
moft cafes, foon exceed the intrinfic value 
of the rouble : we may therefore fidrly rate 
the average value at 3 j. 4^. or fix to a pound 
fterling. 

Bemertoji, February 28, 1792. 
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HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT of POLAND. 



B O O K I. 

CHAP. I. 

Refearches into the origin and pfogrefs of the 
Polifti government. — An inquiry into the 
caufes of the gradual diminution of royal 
prerogative, and ejlablijhment of a monarchy 
ivholly eleSlive. — Licentious power and con^ 
duSl of the nobles. — Bad effeSls of arijlocra-* 
tical authority. 

IT is a matter of extreme difficulty to in* 
vcftigate in any country the origin and 
progrefs of its conftitution; as well becailfc 
the beginning of all hiftories is involved in 
obfcurity and fiible ; as becaufe that body of 
laws and uiages^ which forms the eflence of 
Vol. L B every 
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every government, is not. created at once, in 
any parlicu^r period,., or by a fingle evei>t, 
but generally refults 'Jfroiti a feries of circum- 
fiances, many of.'tjfem fcarce feparately dif- r 
ccrnible. In; Poland, however, the political j 
obferver ka$ tfeis fingular advantage, that a 
fucceflipn bf accurate hiftorians * (fome of 
whqni flourifhed foon after the aera when the 
fti&ft important branches of the Polifh confti- 
tUtion wcye afcertained) have developed with 
uncommon precifion and care the various oc- 
currences and infHtutions, from which the 
extraordinary form of government, at prefent 
fnbfifting in that kingdom, was gradually de- 
rived. By ni^ana of their authentic narra- 
tives we are enabled to tra.ce4t in what manner, 
*nd frorp whftt ijoncurrence of qircumftanqes, 
91. monarchy nearly abfolute, funk in the courfe 
of ft ifew Qejriturie^ without any depofition of 
the prince or violont QQnvulfion,, intQ a, ftate 
of almoft total ariftocracy . 

A brief inquiry into the principal incidents 
wlucjb produced this remarkable confHtution^ 



> 



* EUjigoflJus, the: father of Poliih hlftory^ wa? bpm t(| 
141 5> only 45 yc^s aftcx the. deipife of Cafipiir the Great^ 
from whojc reign Poland dates her wxUtcq laws. He be- 
^ns his Wftory from the earlieft period of the Polifli zmak^ 
and csurrica it down to die yes^ 1480. 

accompanied 
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accompanied by filch political reflexions is the 
progrefs of the detail fuggefts, will not, I 
flatter myfelf, prove unintercfting; and will 
properly introduce a view of Poldnd in Its pre- 
fent flatc. 

The fbvereign's of Poland are ufually ranged 
Into fourclafles. 

1. Of the houfe of Leiko. 

II. Of Piaft. 

lIL Of Jaghellon. 

IV. Of different families. 

Thefe clafTes divide the hiflory of Poland 
into four correfponding periods* 

I. As the firfl * period is generally allowed 
to be entirely bibulous, the befl Polifh hiflo- 

rians 

^ Qux de Lecho cjufque fuccefToribus ad Piaftum ufque 
et ultra memorantur, funt obfcura, fabulofa, et fid&, quare 
iilentio tranfinittimur, ne variis narrationibus immoremur ; 
are die words of Lengnich, Hift. Polon. p« 2. The fkbu* 
lous ftory of Lefko is as follows: Upon the death of 
Leiko I. duke of Poland, a race was appointed on horfe- 
back, and the viSor was to be nominated fovereign. 
Le&ec, one of the candidates, in order to fecure the 
viaory, ftrewed part of the courfe with nails, leaving a 
I dear paffiige for his own horfe. Tliis ftnitagem was dif- 
eorered hf another of the candidates, and made known to 
the people ; the latter rofe, mafiacred Le&ec, and pro- 

B 2 claimed 



4 SKETCH OF THR B.I. 

rians ufually commence their narratives at the 
fecond ara. 

II. The earlieft part even of this fecond 
epoch has an air of romance ; and the account 
of Piaft, who gave his name to a line of 
kings, and from whom all the natives of Poland . 
who have afcended the throne are to this day 
called Piaft, is little elfe than a feries of fic- 
tions. By fome, he is faid to have been a 
wheelwright, by others, a common peafant, 
and by all, to haVe gained the crown ' through 
the vifible interpofition of two angels. Nor 
indeed can we expedt any faithful accounts of 
a people buried in barbarifm, wholly without 
letters, and immerfed in Pagan fuperftition. 
We cannot tlierefore date the authenticity of 
the* Polifli annals earlier than the acceflion 
of Micillaus II. the fourth fovereign of the 
line of Piaft, A. D. 964. From his reign 
Poland began to be conneded with Germany i 
the hiftorians of which country, as well as 
thofe of Sweden and Denmark, throw a conli- 
derable light upon Polifli affairs prior to the 
exiftence of native hiftorians. 

claimed the other duke, who aflumed the name of Lefko XL 
The aera in which this Leflco reigned is fo uncertain, that 
fome hiftorians refer it to the 6tfa, others to the 7th, and 
even to the 8th century. 

Some 
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Some- writers haVe ohkrved', that during the 
whole of the fecohd period the monarchy was 
always cled:ive, and tHc fovereign iiniited in' 
his power; others, on the contrary, have af- 
firmed, that the crown was hereditary, and its 
authority abfolute. But this controVerfy may 
be cafily reconciled j the crown feertfied; here- 
ditary from its continuance la the feme fe- 
mily, and had at the lame* time an eledlive ap- 
pearance, becaufe, upon the death of. the king, 
his fucceflbr was formally* nominated and 
recognized in an aflembly of the nobility and 
clergy of the realm. With refpedt to the. 
extent of the king'^s authority, his power, as 
in the generality of feudal governments when 
cxercifcd by an able and enterprifing prince, 
triumphed over all controul ; but, in the 
hands of an incapable fovereign, wa^s -eafily 
deprefled by the privileges of a:Iiccntious aind- 
warlike nobility. . r 

Towards the clofe of this fccond period, 
1 347, Cafunir the Great retrenched- the turbu- 

* Meniorati ergo principcs, non per ejufmodi «le6Honem, 
qualis hodie celcbratur, ad jregnum pervenerunt, fed elc(^io 
quam paflim nominant fcriptorcs, re vera erat declaratio 
procerum & nobilium, q^aae prascedebat, antcquam regimen 
novi prmcfpfes ingrcdcrentun Lengnich, Jus Publicum 
Regiii Polonia;, v. I. p. 58. ; 

B 3 lent 
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lent and b{^u«ilive authority of die principal 
barons s and. granted certain immiuiities to the 
jciobles and gentry* This great monarch wa^ 
aware, that no other expedient could intro- 
duce order into this kingdom, than a limita- 
tion of the vaft influence poffefled hjr the 
♦ Palatioes or principal nobility : if he had 
been fucceeded by a line of hereditary mo- 
narchs, it is probable that the barons would 
never have: recovered their former afcendancy ; 
and that the feudal fyilem would have been 
gradually annihilated in Poland, as in other 
parts of Europe. . 

But his nephew Louis, king of Hungary^^ 
who fucceeded him, being a foreigner, was 
obliged, in order to infure the pofled^on of 
the throne, to fubfcrihe certain conditions, 
which infringed the power of the fovercign, 
and gave fixfh vigour to that of the barons 
and inferior nobles. The principal concef- 
fions made by Louis were, not to impofe any 
additional taxes by his mere regal authority 
without the confent of the nation ; and that 
in cafe <^ his demife without male heirs, the 
privilege of appointing a fovercign fhould re- 

* 

• Paladnorum et judicutn ixifiiuta poCeftas coercita eft, 
&c. Ssurnicius, p. IJ4.I* 

vert 
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vert to die nobies at krge *« in confeqtttnGtt 
q£ tiiis ^giteimntt LottiS was alloilml ia 
afcend die thtone widtotet Dppbfition; vA 
having iio fb!i%. }te> with a vkw of infufing 
die fucceflioti to 1^ fim^iA^aW the Enlperof 
Sigifhiond mdnisd to his tUbsSL daughter 
Matia, fif omi&d^ iii itddition to all the for- 
mer grants, tt) dinunifh the tax6s» to repair 
die fbrtrtii^ at his ovm expence, and to cons* 
ftr no dignities or offices upon foreigners *|*« 

III. The thiid pefiod be^ns upbii the ddath 
of Louis, 1382, when the Poles very poH-» 
Ucally fet afide Sigifmond, who tvould have 
been fbrnqidtble to their newly-acquired im^^ 
munities 5 and eteded for their king Ladif- 
ku^ Jaghellon duke of Lithuania, in con* 
iequence of his fully confirming all the ftipu-^ 
lations of Louis, and eipoufing Hedwigc^ 
youngeft daughter of the deceafed monarch. 

As, by the renunciation of Louis, the kings 
of Poland were divefle4 of the "riglit to impofe 
tans without confent of the nation; La« 
diilaus aflembled the nobles | jn their re-^ 

* DIugpffius, Lib. IX. p. 1 102, &c, 
t Sec Lcngnich, Pac. Con. Aug. III. Prsf. pw 5. 
% PrriatDmm, Baranum et Milit«rittm« Lengmdk, Jus 
Pub. vol, II, p, 35, 

B 4 fpedivc 
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fpedive provinces in order to obtain an ad* 
ditional tribute. Thcie provincial aflemblies 
gave birth to the: dietines ; which, however^' 
DO longer retain the power of caifing money in 
their feveral diflriAs, but only ekdt the nuntios 
or reprcfentativcs for the general diet; :. .. 

. Ladiilaus III. fon. of Ladiilaus Jaghellon^ 
purchafed his nomination to the fuccefTion, 
during the life of his father^ by a confirmation 
of all the privileges above enumerated, which 
he folemnly ratified at his acceffion. 

- Under Cafimir III. * brother and fucceflbr 
to Ladiilaus III. feveral ' further innovations 
were introduced into the. original conftitution, 
all unfavourable to regal prerogative. One of 
the principal changes which took place in this 
reign, and which laid the foundation of Itill 
more important revolutions in the Polilh go- 
vernment, was the convention of a national 
diet inveiled with the fole power of granting 
fupplles. Each Palatinate or province was 
permitted to fend to this general diet, befidc 
the Palatines and other principal barons, a 
certain number of nuntios or reprcfentativcs, 
chofen by the nobles and burghers f. This 

* Sometimes called Cantnir IV, 
t See Chap. VIII. for proof that the burghers were per- 
mitted to fend reprefentatives, 

reign 
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reign is therefore confidered by the popular 
|)arty as- the aera, at which the freedom of 
the conftitution was permanently eftabliihcd. 
Cafimir was engaged in feveral unfuccefsfiil 
wars, \diich exhaufted the royal treafures; 
and as he could. not impofe any taxes without , 
the confcht of the nation, he was under the 
neceffity of applying repeatedly to the diet 
for fubfidies.: almoft every fupply was ac- 
companied with a lift of grievances, and pro- 
duced a diminution of prerogative. In Poland, 
as. in all feudal, governments, the barons, at 
the head of their vaflals, are bound .to fight im 
defence of the kitigdom: before the reign 
of Cafimir III. the king could require fuch 
military, or, as they were called, feudal fer- 
vices ; but this monarch, in compenfation for 
fome pecuniary aid, gave up that privilege, 
and renounced * the power of fummoning the 
nobles to his flandard ; he likewife agreed not 
to cnadl any laws without the concurrence of 
the national diet. 

John Albert, fecond fon of Cafimir, being 
eledted in preference to his elder brother La- 
diilaus, king of Hungary and Bohemia, aflented 

* Quod nuUas conftitutiones faceret, ncque tcrrigcnas 
ad bellum moveri mandaret, abfque convcntione communi 
in fijigulis terris iiillituenda. Conft, Pol. v. L p. 186. 

without 
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without hefitation, as the price of this par* 
tiality> to all die immunities extorted from his 
predecefibrs ; and fwore to their obfervance in 
a general * diet held at Petrikau, 1469. 

Alexander, brother and fuccefTor of John 
Albert, declared, in 1505, the following li^ 
mitations of fovereign authori^ to be funda- 
mental laws of the kingdom, i . The king 
cannot impofe taxes, a. He cannot tequiro 
the feudal fervices ; 3, nor alienate the royal 
domains; 4. nor enad: laws^ 5. nor coift 
money ; 6. nor alter the procefs in the courts 
of juftice^ 

Sigifmond 1. fucceeded Alexander : one •f* of 
the Polifti hiftorians, fpeaking pf his reigfl^ 
exclaims with much indignation, " The king 
** is almoft wholly deftitute of power; he? 
** cannot procure any fubfidy on the mdl 
•' preffing emergency, for carrying on vmr^ 
'* or for the portion of his daughters, with- 
*< out increaling the privileges of the nobi- 
" lity." Notwithftanding, however, this ex- 
clamation, we cannot forbear to remark, that 
the power of levying taxes at difcretion is the 

♦ Preclarorum Baronum ac nuntiorum de fingulis terris 
hie congrefforum univcrforum coiifiKo ac voluntate, 2cc, 
Conft. Pol. V. I. p. 294- 

f Orichovius, 

moft 
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^mxiiA danigerous {i^rpgali^ that can be lodged 
in the hands otf a fovereignj. and the nx^ fbiv 
midable engine of defpotic authority : the 
acquifition of it by the monarchs c^ Fitnoo 
finally fuhvcrted the liberties of that king-* 
dom^ and it was made the iirfl objedt of 
refiftance by the aflo-tors (^ freedom in our 
own countiy. If indeed we were inclined to 
point out any particular period^ at which die 
t^>lifh eonftitution attained its moft perfeA 
ilate» we ihpuld perhaps fix on the reign of 
Sigifinond I. wlu^n the perfon and»^properly 
of the fubjed were fecured by ample provi- 
(kms; and the crown ftill retained confider- 
able influence. But the time was arrived, 
when an inordinate paflion for liberty led the 
nobles to render the throne wholly ele<ftivc j 
and at each eledion to continue their en- 
croachments upon the regal authority, until 
die king was reduced to a mere pageant. 
The firft public attempt towards eftablifhing 
this favourite objedt of the Poles, a free elec- 
tion of the king, was brought forward in the 
reign of Sigifmond Augufhis, fon and fuccd*- 
for of Sigifmond I. who was confhwied in 
1550 to agree, that no future monarch fhould 
fucceed to the throne, unlefs he was freely 
elected by the nation. 
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; The death of Sigifniand Auguftus without- 
Iflue gave efficacy to this concijflian,. which 
might otherwife have been countet-adked by the 
popularity and influence 'attendant on a claim* 
ant by hereditary fucceflion. For it may not 
be improper to remark, that, during the Jag- 
hellon line, the fpvereigns upon their accef- 
lion, or eledlion, although formally raifed to 
the throne by the cpnfent of the nation, ftill 
rcftcd their pretenfions upon hereditary rights 
as well as Upon this confent; always ftyling 
themfelves heirs pi the kingdonx:of Poland;. 
Sigifinond Auguftus, in whom the .male line 
of the Jaghellon. family became .^xtind:, was 
the laftwho bore- that title *. ;. ; 'i 

IV. The fourth period conamcnces from 
the .dcmife of Sigifmond Auguftus, in 1 572, 
wlien all title to; the crown from- hereditary 
right was formally, abrogated, and the moft 
abiplute freedom of election eftabliihcd upon 
the moft permanent bafis. At this, aera, a 
chirtcr of immunities was drawn up at a ge- 
neral 4iet, a ratification of which it was deter-- 
mined . to exad: from the njew fovercign, prior 
to his- eleAion. The ground- work of this 

* Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. 1. p. 59. 

charter. 
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charter/ tcnned in the Polifli law PaSia Con-^ 
venta^ vns the whole body of privileges ob- 
tained from Louis and his fucceflbrs, with the 
.following additions : i. That the king (hould 
be ele&ive, and that his fucceflbr fhould never 
be appointed during his life ; 2. That the 
diets, the holding of which depended folely 
upon the will of the kings, fhould be aflem- 
bled every two years ; 3. That every * noble 
or gentleman in the whole realm fhould have 
a vote in the diet of ele<ftion; 4. That, in 
cafe the king fhould infringe the laws and 
privileges of the nation, his fubjedls fhould be 
abfblved from their oaths of allegiance. From 
this period the PaSla Conventa^ occafionally 
enlarged, have been confirmed by every fove- 
reign at his coronation. 

Henry of Valois, duke of Anjou and bro- 
ther of Charles IX. king of France, was the 
firfl fbvereign who afcended the throne after 
the conflitution had been thus new- modelled. 
He fecured his eleftion, as well by private 
bribes to the nobles, as by a flipulation to pay 
an annual penfion to the Republic from the 
revenues of France, His example has been 
neccflarily followed by each fucceeding fove- 

♦ Sec the definition of a Noble, Chap, VIIL 

reign. 
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nign, who, befide an unconditbiml ratificatiofl 
of the Pa£ia Conventa^ has been always coii-" 
ftrained to purchafe the crown by a public 
largcfs and by private comiptkmi circum- 
fiances which endear to the Poles an eledive 
monarchy. 

Under Stej^en Bathori, the regd power 
was ilill further abridged I^ the appointment 
of fixteen^ reiident fenators, chofen at each 
diet, to attend the king, and to gire their 
opinion in all matters of importance, fo that 
he could not iffue any decree without their 
confent ♦. Another fatal blow was alfo given 
to his prerogative in 1578, by taking from 
him the fupreme jurifdiftion, or the power 
of judging in the laft refort the caufes of the 
nobles, excepting fuch as arife within a fmall 
diftance -f* of the fovercign's place of refi- 
dence : it was enafted, that without the con- 
currence of the king each palatinate or pro- 

* This appointment was made, in 1573, under Henry, 
but did not aitfolutely take place till the reign of Stephen. 
Lcngnich, Jus Pub* v« I. p. 344. II* 44. 

t The courts exercifing juftice in the king's nam^ 
tritbiii the diftridl are called AflefToria Regni. Until the 
4eatfa of John Sobiefki^ the kings judged frequently in 
peribn, but this ceafed to be the cuftom from the time of 
Auguftus n. and the Great Chancellor now exercifes, 
in his niftjefty's name, that branch of royal prerogative. 

vince 
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Tince {hould eledt in their dietines their own 
judges, who Ihould form fuprenie courts of 
juflice, caBed Tribunalia Regni^y and that 
in theie courts the caufes of the nobles /hould 
be decided finally and without appeal ; a 
mode of judicature which prevails to this 
day. 

The turbulent reign of John Cafimir was 
marked by the intrcxiudlion of the Liberum 
Feto'f, or the power which each nuntio 
claims and exercifes of interpoiing a negative, 
and in confequcnce of that interpofition of 
bitaking up the diet; a privilege which 
tho fovereign himfelf does not poflefs, and 
which has contributed, more than any other 
innovation, to deftroy the true balance of the 
Poliih confHtution. 

But the king was ftill the fountain of ho- 
nour: he conferred the principal dignities 
and great offices of the republic ; and be- 
ftowed the Starofties, or Royal fiefs, which 
are held during the life-time of the pofleflbr. 
Hence he fHll maintained great influence in 
the councils of the nation : but this laft foli-* 
taiy branch of royal prerogative was wrefled 

^ Irengmch) Jus Pub. v. II. p. 5^6. 

t Ftc na account of the Liberum Veto, fee Chap. VI. 

from 
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from his prefcnt Majefty at the cftablifhmcnt 
of the Permanent Council *. 

Thus it appears, that, from the time of 
Louis to the prefent period, the nobles have 
continued without mterruption to diminifh 
the regal authority, and to augment their 
own privileges. Many of the conceffions 
which they obtained from the fovercigns of 
the Jaghellon line, were juft and reafon- 
able, and aimed only at an equitable degree 
of freedom. When, however, an abfolute 
right to jdifpofe of fo tempting an objed: as 
the crown gave them repeated opportunities 
of prefcribing unconditional terms to every 
candidate for the throne, they were no longer 
content with that equal diftribution of power, 
which is the excellence of a limited monar- 
chy ; but afpired to, and nearly attained, a 
diredl ariftocracy under a regal title, and 
form. 

From this general review of the revolutions 
in the conftitution of Poland, we may eafily in- 
fer, that, notwitliilanding their fo much boafted 
liberty, the Poles are by no means equally free. 
Indeed their hiftorians, however they may 

♦ A delineation of the Permanent Council, in the words 
of die edlSt which eftablilhed it, is given in Chapter V. 

2 ' differ 
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"differ in other points, unanimoufly agree in 
reprobating their affedtation of liberty, the 
Ihadow rather than the reality of freedom; 
which is in faA merely a turbulent fyftem 
x){ Ariftocratic licentioufnefs, where a few 
members of the community are above the 
controul of law> while the majority are ex- 
cluded from its prote(9:ion. We fhould fup- 
pofe, that> if in any inftance they were free, 
it would be in the ele(5lion of a king, one 
of their moft vaunted privileges; and yet 
Samifki addrefles the Poles with great truth 
in the following words : " Turn over your 
" annals, and you will fcarcely find a fingle 
" example of a free eleiSion *." Another 
Poliih hiftorian of great note, the celebrated 
Staniflaus Lubienfld bifhop of Plotfko, juftly 
contends that the Poles, free as they pre- 
tend to be, are abfolutely in a ftate of flaveiy, 
to which they have been reduced by an incon- 
fiderate paflion for liberty -f*. In a word, it 
is evident beyond the poflibility of doubt, 

from 

* Revolvite annales veftros, vix ullutn exemplum liberie 
eleAionis invenieds. 

. t Expendamus paalulum ftatum reipublicae : incoxifultus 
libertatis amor dum iidem leges ferunt, qui pcenis obnoxii 
funt, et impunitatis defiderio, juris, quo tot fieculis patria 
ftedt, convellunt fundameota, nos eo loicfftut Ubrripeffimo 

Vol. L C ^^fut 



X8 SKETCttOFTHE ». r. 

6rom the hiflx>ry of this country, that the 
Poles were more free at home, and more in- 
dependent and flourifhing abroad, when the 
fovereign had more authority, when the nobles 
affifted at the diets without the privilege of 
diflblving them; and when they fubmittcd 
thcmfelvcs and their peafants to the jurifdic- 
twm of the king. The proof of this aflcr- 
tion is founded on the following fads. 

I * The prefcnt wretched ftatc of the towns 
compared with their former flouriihing con- 
dition, during the reigns of the Jaghellon 
femily, when the burghers even poffefled a 
right of fending nuntios to the diets *, attcfts 
ilic melancholy cflfefts of ariftocratical de- 
fpotifm. 2. The miferable condition and 
poverty of the peafants, the increafe of whofe 
oppreffion has kept equal pace with the in- 
creafe of the power of the nobles ; for when 
the king loft his weight in the conftitution, 
this moft numerous and ufeful order of fociety 
loft a patron and protedlor. 3. A total con- 
fuiion introduced into the adminiftration of 

cuiqui ferviamus. Nulla legum reverenda, nulla poteftads 
verecundia: tantum quifque audet, qoantum habet virittm. 
Dmium jam agricolas iniferos a^era fervkutis jugo pref'* 
fimuS) &c« p« 194. 
« See Chap. YIU. 

7 public 
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"^^public afiairs ; and a ftate of anarchy, whkh 
prevents deliberation, and delays the adop- 
tion of neceffary meafures e^cn iri times of 
the 'moft preffing emergency; 4. The de-J- 
clehfion of the importance, and eontradtion 
of the territories of the republici During the 
reigns of the kings of the Jaghellon family^ 
before the nobles had acquired a decided pre-- 
ponderancy in the ftate, the kingdom of Po- 
land Was hr more powerful and extenfive 
than it is at preferitt fince the changes in 
the confHtution, and the introduftion of an- 
archy, falfcly called liberty, the Poles have 
not only made no conqueft which they hav6 
not been forced to rclinquifti 5 but have feen 
even their original territories gradually moul- 
dering away, and at laft confiderably reduced 
by the late partition. A kingdorti with more 
than twelve millions of inhabitants, if well 
regulated, would never have feUen fo eafy a 
prey to the ambition of its ileighbours : its 
internal ftrength, afTifted by its natural alli- 
ances, would have been fufficient to have pro- 
traded, if not prevented, its difmemberment. 
Nor are the fatal efFedts of the evils inherent 
in the coniiitution yet fully exhaufled : the 
lame incapacity of refilling the enciroachhients 
of neighbouring powers, which made the 

C a Poles 
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Poles fo tamely accede to the late divifion, will 
render them equally fubmiflive, whenever any 
future claims fhall be urged by a combination 
of the neighbouring flates ; and compel them 
to acquiefce under any pretentions, however 
chimerical, or however unjuft. 

Anarchy, in fhort, and confufion are not 
only tolerated, but are even fuppofed by the 
nobles, who reap the benefit of thofe evils, 
to be abfolutely neceflary for the fupport of 
the conititution ; fo that there is a proverb, 
which implies that Poland fubfifts by anarchy* 
In oppofition to this abfurd idea, an hiftorian, 
whom I have before cited, advifes his coun- 
trymen no longer to fuffer the republic to. be 
governed by chance, or to fubmit to the cafl: 
of the die the adminiftration of afiairs, on 
which their very exiftence as a nation de- 
pends *. 

King Staniilaus Letzinfki and the Abbe 
Konarfki are the moft celebrated of the mo- 
dern Polifli authors, who have expofed in the. 

♦ Non condetiuietls (fays Sarnirfci, in the ftriking paf- 
fage to which I allude, and of which it was impoflible to 
preferve the fpirit in a tranflation) qua^fo prudcntiffimoruin 
virorum confiiia; nee finatis amplius cafu rempublicam 
regi, nee permittatis dubia alea res, in quibus vita et morS| 
ikius et interitus, ad limen fcdent. 

5 ftrongeft 
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X^ongeft colours the diforders of the govern- 
xnent, and the exorbitancy of the privileges 
j^Gcffed by the nobles: but what avail the 
xcprcfentations of hiftorians againft fedions, 
sigainft a tumultuous nobility, or againft the 
cabals of neighbouring powers ? It is hardly 
poflible to fiippofe that Poland, without an 
army, without money, without fortrefles, with- 
out rciburccs, and without good government 
the iburce of all the other calamities, will 
ever emerge from her pref(jnt fituation. Her 
misfortunes vidll not only continue, but will 
gradually increafe, not^vithftandir!g the remon- 
jftrances of a few real patriots ; until by flow 
progrefs, or fome violent revolution, Poland 
pithcr fubfides into an hereditary monarchy, or 
a well-ordered republic ; or, which is more 
probable, is totally fwallowed up by the neigh-^ 
t>ouring powers, 



C 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP, n, 

B^e£thn of Staniflaus Auguftu6.-rr.Hw exceUem^ 
regulations oppofed by the neighbouring paw-m 
ers, — Hijiory of the Diffidents — their prrvi^ 
kges abolijhed by the diet of i^tt.-r-^onfeie^ 
racies in their fi^vtmrfupported by the Empref^ 
ef Ruffia. — Reftored to their rights by the 
diet of 1 768 . — Proceedings of that diet.r^Ri/e 
(fthe civil commotions. 

UP O N the demife of Auguftus IL Stt^ 
niflaus Auguftus^ fon of Count Ponia- 
towfki the friend and companion of Charley 
XIL was fupported in his prctenfions to the 
crown by the Emprefs of Ruflia, and the king 
of Pruffia : their affiftance, joined to that of a 
ftrong party among the nobles who had de- 
clared in his favour, and aided by his great per- 
fonal accomplifliments, raifed him to the throne 
of Poland. Five thoufand Ruffian troops ^ 
fktioned at a irnall diftance from the plain of 
Vola, wherein the diet of elcdtion was aflcm- 
bled, fecured good prder, and over-awed the 
violence of the oppofite party. The pradice 

of 
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€f cantoning a body of Soldiers near the plain 
where the Polish kings are eleded, has been 
adopted hy different foreign powers for near a 
century : a mode of proceeding, which, how- 
ever galling it may appear to the licentious 
nobility, prevents the dfuiion of blood that 
formerly deluged thefe popular affemblies. 

Staniflaus was in the 3 ad year of his age 
when he afcendcd the throne in 1764, and 
ieemed calculated by his virtues and abilities 
to raiie Poland from its deplorable ftate; if 
the de&ds of the confHtution had not fettled 
his exertions for the public good. The iair-» 
eft hopes were conceived of his future reign; 
but thefe flattering prefages, at firft reali^d, 
were fbon difappointed by the factions of a 
turbulent people, fomented by the intrigues 
of the neighbouring powers : thus the re^Q 
of the moil amiable among the Pdifh jbve^ 
reigns was doomed to experience the dreadful 
tffc&s of that exceflive liberty, which is in- 
confident with the exiflence of govermnent. 
The firfl ads of his Majefty's reign were 
highly adapted to introduce order and regu- 
larity into the interior adminiftration, and to 
rcfcuc his country from her dependence upon 
£)reign powers. The tendency of thefe ex- 
cellent regulations to increafe the power and 
C 4 confequence 
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confequcncc of Poland gave umbrage to the 
adjacent ftates; and were likewife vigoroiifly 
oppofed by a ftrong party within the king- 
dom : at this crifis too, religious difputcs 
blending themfelves with political cabals, the 
flame of civil difcord burft forth with a vio- 
lence which had not hitherto raged even in 
Poland. 

The body of Polifli religionifts, termed 
Diflidents, make a principal figure in the 
fubfequent conunotions ; their concerns being 
the real or pretended objedt of attention iii 
every material tranfadtion. The hiftory of 
this party is thus fketched by the Polifh hif- 
torians. 

The reformation made its way into Poland 
imder Sigifinond I. who perfecuted its follow- 
ers: their number however gaining ground, 
his fon Sigifmond Auguftus * not only indul- 
ged them in the moft liberal exercife of their 
worfhip; but admitted them together with 
the Greeks, and all other fedts then fubfift- 
ing in Poland, to a feat in the diet, and to all 

* Sigifmond Auguftus gave fuch evident marks of fa* 
vour to the proteftant confei&on, that he was even fuf* 
pe£ted of being inclined to change his religion, " ut etiani 
^ dc ipfo rumor eflet ac fi avita facra renuntiare vellet." 
Lcngnich, Jus Publ. U. p. 554, 

the 
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the honours and privUcges before exclufivc- 
ly confined to the catholics. Thefe maxims 
of unlimited toleration were fo generally 
adopted by the nation at large, that the mem- 
bers of the diet, which aflembled upon the 
deceafe of Sigifmond Auguftus, being of dif- 
ferent perfuafions, determined on a reciprocal 
indulgence of their refpeftive tenets. In 
order to avoid any hateful diftindtions, they 
called thcmfelves indifcriminately ** diflidents 
?* in religlion */ * a phrafe intimating, not, ac- 

according 

♦ This remarkable decree is as follows : *^ Et quoniam^ 
f^ aiunt prdines, in noftra Republ. non parum ell difEdhim 
f^ in caufi Rcligionis Chriftianae, occurrendo ne ex hac 
f^ csluQl inter hpmines damnofa quxdam feditio oriatur, uti 
f^ in aliis Regnis clare videmus, fpondemus hoc nobis in^ 
." viceip, pro nqbis & fucceflbribus notlris in perpetuum, 
« fub vit^qulQ juramenti^ fide, honpre & confcientiis nofr 
/' tris, quod, qui fumu^ dijftdentes de relighnty pacem intef 
.** nos confervare, & propfer diverfam fidem, & mutationes 
." in eccl^fii^t fanguinem non efFundere, neque multare 
Y' pecunia^ iii^mid, carceribus & exilio, & fuperioritati 
.^ alicui aut officio ad ejufmodi proceiTuin nullo modo 
-^ auxiliuQi dare : quin imo, A quis fanguinem eflundere 
" voluerit, ex ifla caufla opponcre nos omnes erimus ob- 
f* ftri^U, licet etian) id alioquin fub praetextu decreti, aut 
.<* alicujus procelTus judiciarii facere voluerit a Pafta Con- 
^ vei)ta Augufti III." p. 20, 

Wc 
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according to our notions, feparatiils from an 
cftablifhed church, but fimply perfons hold- 
ing a diverfity of opinions in religious matters. 
It was at the fame time enad:ed, that this 
difierence of religious fentiments fhould create 
no difference in civil rights ; and accordingly 
in the PaSia Conventa formed by the diet;, 
the following claufe was inferted as part ^ 
the coronation oath to be tendered to the 
new fovereign. '* I will keep peace among 
•** the diflidents *•" Henry, who objefted to 
this univerfal toleration, tried to withhold his 
confent; upon which one of the Polifh en- 

We need not be furprixed at this general fcnfe of the 
diet, fo contrary to the general principles of the catholics, 
-when we confider that the catholic nuntios wer^ inferior 
in number to thofe of the other perfuafions, fo that the 
former were well fatisfied to obtain an equality with the 
others. The proteftant party in the nation was at this 
period fo ftrong, that k was even taken into conftderation 
to cleft for dicir king a Polifh nobleman, who had em- 
1)raced the reformed religion. " Cum in fenatu fi nort 
^ majorem, parem tamen catholicis partem efficerent, intel^ 
"•* equites autem praevalerent." Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. II. 
p. SSS' See alfo Lind*s Letters on the State of Poland, 
p. 82. 

* " Pacem inter diffidentes fcrvabo." *' Nifi cam con- 
Ationem, approbaveris, Rex Poloniac non cris." Pac, Con. 
Aug. III. p. 19. 

vovs 
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wop cded out,/' Unlefs your Majefly con- 

^ firms this article, you cannot be king of 

<« Pokad i* and he accordingly took an oath 

to obferve this clauie> before he was permitted 

to aicend the throne. , 

In procefs of time, however, the Roman 

cathdiks^ having, under the prote£tion and 

inflofflce of fuccefUve fovereigns, acquired a 

confiderable aicendency, ventured to appro-- 

priate the expreflion of diflidents to all thoie 

who diflented from the catholic religion. 

This reftriftion of the original meaning of 

the tit)e was attended at firfl with no in- 

croachments on the privileges <^ the other 

lefts i and the term diflidents, though now 

conveying the idea of a feparation from the 

eftablifljed worfhip, was riot yet regarded in 

tn obnoxious lights The diflidents indeed 

IKIl continued in fuch unquefl:ioned poflfeflion 

of all rights civil and religious, that, when 

it was agreed by both catholics and protef- 

tants to perfecutc the arians, it was thought 

previoufly neceflary to expel them from the 

body of diflidents. In confequcnce of this 

iQcclufioii^ the anans, in the reign of John 

Cafimir, were firfl: rendered incapable of be- 

jng eledled nuntios, afterwards deprived of 

their 
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their places of worfhip, and finally banifhed 
from Poland *. 

This perfecution of the arians, inadvertently 
aflented to by the proteftants and Greeks, 
was only a prelude to that which they in their 
turn fufFercd from the catholics: for, as the 
catholic party became the moft powerfiri, 
the term diflidents, now confined only to 
perfons profefling the proteftant -f- and Greek 
religions, began to grow of a lefs inofFenfivq 
jmport, and to convey an idea of ncm-con- 

' * The following quotations from Lengnich prove tho 
trudi of thefe fa£b : 

^^ Credebant ariani fe ad diffidentes pertinere, veruin 
" neque diflidcntcs illos in coram numcro cfle voluerunt. 

** Pbft mortem Uladiflai IV. catholic! declarabant, non 
<^ efle diiEdentes nifi qui triunum Deum colerent. 

^^ In comitiis 1658, rex puntium9 quia fe^se. arianoruiQ 
** crat, ad maniis ofculqa^ admittere nolebatj et nuntii 
<* inter fe conftitucb^nt, ne ipforun> conclavi arianis locUs 
« eflit" Jus Pub. 11. 567 & feq. 

For the extirpation of the arian fc6l, John Cafimir wa^ 
dignified by the pope with the title of ortliodcvc, as if 
prthodoxy confifted in perfecution. 

Tantsenae ^nimis cxieftibus irafc ! 

f Namely, the Lutherans and Calvinifts ; all other, pro- 
teftant kSts^ the Memnonites, 4nabv>tifts, and quakers, be^ 
ing not included among the diflidents : and the perfecuting 
laws enabled againft the arians arc in full force ag^ift 
them. Pac. Con. Aug. III. p. 28, 29. 
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fonnity. The fedaries diftinguifhed by that 
appellation, perceiving the intention of the 
. catholics to undermine their privileges, fti- 
pulated and obtained^ that they fhoxild not be 
blended with the arians, or fall under the 
penal lav^rs enadted againft that fed. But 
thefe' promifes were inlenfibly eluded, their 
privileges were gradually dimini/hed ; in the 
coude of a few years they were fubjeded to 
a variety of difqualiiications, and at length, 
in I733> formally incapacitated from fitting 
in the diet*. An old law of Ladiflaus II. 
againft heretics, as well as the penalties le- 
velled againft the arians, were revived, and 
occafionally put in force againft the difli- 
dents. 

Thefe continual perfecutions greatly dinii- 
niflied their number, and confequently ren- 
dered their remonftrances inefiedual. The 
catholics, who now took the lead in the diet, 
even declared it high treafon in the diflidents 
to feek the reftoration of their immunities by 
the interceflion of foreign powers ; although 
many of thefe foreign powers were guarantees 
to the treaty of Oliva, in which it was ftipu- 

• Lengnichj Hift. Pol. p. 376. 

lated, 
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hted, that the rights of the diffidents flioukl 
be maintained in their full latitude ♦* 

Such was the fituation of the diilidents at 
the acccffion of his prcfent majefty i who^ 
though himfelf ftrongly inclined to toleration^ 
was yet obliged to concur with the general 
icnfe of the diet ; and to confirm in their full 
extent all the laws which had been promul-# 
gated againft them. The diffidents applied 
to the courts of London, Pcterfburg^ Berlin, 
and Copenhagen, as the mediating powers in 
the treaty of Oliva; who warmly fupported 
their caufe, and prefented memorials to the 
enfuing diet, demanding a reftoration not only 
of their religious eftablifhments, but alfo of all 
their ancient privileges fecured to them by 
the abovementioned treaty. The diet of 
1766, however, was not of a temper to ac- 
cede to thefe propofals. 

The enemies of toleration conterided, that 
the privileges alluded to were become obfo- 
kte, having been repeatedly abolifhed in 
various diets ; and that the diffidents had no 
well-founded claim either to the reftitution 

• For the account of the diffidents, fee Lengnicbf PaCi 
Con. Aug. IIL t6— 3a and Jus PuU* fparfim^ 

of 
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of their civil immunities, or to the toleration 
of their worfhip : the bi(h(^ of Cracow, the 
moft bigottcd of the catholics, even propofed 
a kw againil all who fhould abet the oppo^ 
file party. Violent altercations arofe in the 
afiembly, when the Pruflian and Ruffian 
memorials were read; and as an immediate 
tumult was apprehended, the king retired 
fixMn the diet without proroguing it, as ufual, 
to the following day. The primate likewife 
fefuied to continue the fitting, and the mem- 
bers feparated in great difordcr. On the fub- 
iequent day, the fpirit of intolerance was in 
no degree abated; the moderate party was 
over-mled, and the afts againft the diffidents 
were confirmed without referve. But, in or- 
der to conciliate the mediating powers, the 
bench of bifliops, by command of the diet, 
drew up nine articles in favour of the difli- 
dents, relative to the fi-ee exercife of their 
worfliip. Thefe conceflions not being thought 
fufficiently favourable, while the exceptiona- 
ble laws remained unrepealed, the Empirefs 
of Ruffia remonftratcd againft the proceed- 
ings of the diet ; and the diflidents began to 
form confederacies in different parts of the 
kingdom^ They were joined by many dif- 
contented catholics, and afiifted by a large 

body 
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bodyof Ruflian troops, who entered .Thorny 
where the firft and principal confederacy toofc 
its rife. All the mediating powers, Great- 
Britain, Denmark^ Pruflia^ and Sweden, tef- 
lified their approbation of thefe confederacies; 
The difputes foon began to embrace other ob- 
jedts befide religion i political grievances were 
likewifc brought forward; and feveral con- 
federacies fbrted up in diiFerent parts of the 
kingdom among the catholic nobles; all of 
whom affedted to be advocates for toleration^ 
and declared their intentions of fupporting 
the caufe of the diffidents. Prince Radzivil^ 
who had fignalized himfelf in oppofing the 
king's eledtion, was appointed marflial to all 
the catholic confederacies, united iii one for- 
midable aflbciation under . the appellation of 
malecontents. The coalition of this catho- 
lic confederacy, with that of the diffidents, 
foon after took place in the palace of prince 
Radzivil at Warfaw. Mean while the king 
convoked an extraordinary diet, as the only 
probable means •to prevent a civil war, and td 
appeafe the Emprefs of Ruffia, whofe troops 
were advanced within a fmall diftance of 
Warfaw. The diet, however, which wa4 
fummoned for the purpofe of reconciling the 
pppofite parties, ^ed in producing the in- 
tended 
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tended effedt : the bilhop of Cracow and his 
partiians inveighed with fuch bittefnefs againft 
the pretenfions of the diflidents, and againft 
the interference of foreign powers; that he, 
together with the bifliop of Kiof and a few 
others, the moft violent of their party, were 
arrefted in the night by a corps of Ruffian 
troops, and fent, without trial, to "Ruffia, 
where they experienced a rigorous imprifon- 
ment ^. 

The 

♦ The bifliop of Cracow and his aflbciates were arretted 
<m the 15th of Oftober, 1767; they were detained in 
prifon above five years, not being releafed before the be- 
ginning of 1773* They were firft confined at Smolenfko, 
and afterwards at Kaluga. The following extracts from 
certain manufcript letters in my pofleflion give fome 
account of their imprifonment, and of the bifhop's return : 

** At firft their confinement was very rigorous, and 
** particularly in their journey to Smolenflco; for although 
^ they were condufted at the fame time, and imprifoneJ 
" at the fame place, yet they were never permitted to fee 
" each other during the firft fix months. Afterv/ards 
** they were lefs rigoroufly treated They were removed 
^ from Smolcnfko, on fulpicion of a correfpondence be- 
" twecn the bifliop of Cracow and his partidins in Lithu- 
** ania ; and, although this fufpicion was not founded, yet 
** it occafioned the refolution adopted by the court of Pe- 
*< tcrfl)urg to tranfport them to Kaluga." 

** Warfaw, 15 February, 1773. The bifhop of Cnicovv Is 
** already arrived : he had difpatched an exptci* from Minfk 

Vol. I. D "to 
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'The diet, intimidated by the fete of their 
leading members, and being no longer in- 
flamed 

^ to the Great Chancellor of the Crown to announce Ms 
*' return on the 14th. The exprefs came on Thurfiiajr 
" afternoon, and was followed by another die next day 
^ with the news, that the bifhop himfelf was on his route ; 
•* and he arrived at five in die afternoon. In the fubuxbs 
" of Praga, being met by the Pope's nuntio, together ' 
<^ widi die bifhops of Cujavia and Po(hania, he quitted his 
" own carriage and got into that of die bifhop of Pofii2« 
^ nia, into whofe palace he alighted at Warfaw. He was 
^ accompanied by perfons of the firft diftin£iion, and fol- 
^^ lowed by a crowd of people, huzzaing as he pafled the 
^ ftrects ; fome out of afie6Uon, others from imitation, or 
^ excited by fecret emiflarifes. The doors of the palace 
^^ being open to all who chofe to enter ; the apartments 
" were immediately filled with perfons of all ranks, bifhops> 
'^ fcnators, miiiifters and officers of ftate, nobles, priefts> 
" citizens, together with the loweft of the populace, and 
'' even beggars, all huddled together peU-mell, eager to 
** behold, lift en to, and applaud the bifhop, who had fo 
** unexpcftedly made his appearance. He fpoke for a 
« confiderable time, and related the hiftory of his imprifon- 
•* ment, which he aflured them had not made any alteration 
" in his fcntiments of religion and liberty. ' I have been 
" twice,' added he, * arretted by the Ruffians, the firft time 
*' with the primate Potofki, the fecond at my late confine- 
" mcnt, and perhaps I may yet be caft into prifon a third 
" time.' 

" He propofes to retire in a fliort time to his dioce(e> 
" and it is reported that he intends to forbid the priefts 
« from wearing wigs and ruffles : he himfelf wears neither. 
*' His hair is grown grey fince his confinement, and he 

" looks. 
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fkmed by their eloquence, appointed, though 
not without fome altercation and tumult, a 
grand committee to adjuft the affairs of the 
difiidents in conjunction with the mediating 
powers, and then broke up. This grand 
committee expreffed the moft favourable dif- 
pofition towards the difiidents, and propofed 

« looks conCderably older; he covers his head with a red 
^ cap which he made himfelf. 

" Ycftcrday he had an audience of the king, with whom 
« he remained a full hour, namely, from eleven to twelve; 
^ He addrefled his majefty with great decency and refpefl; 
« and, among other things, begged pardon, if, before his 
" arreil, he had expreffed himfelf either in a manner or in 
** terms which were difpleafing, affuring him at the fame 
** time of his attachment, fidelity, and zeal for the fervice 
" of his king, and the good of his country. After the au- 
" dience, he attended mafs, and prefented his majefty with 
« theNewTeftament, acquitting himfelf of that ceremony 
" with propriety and decorum. 

«' The bifhop of Kiof, having feparated from the bifhop 
« of Cracow on the other fide of Minfk, will not be here 
** for fome time. The palatine of Cracow and his fon 
** continue between Smolenfko and Kaluga, the place of 
*< their confinement, in order to attend upon Colonel 
** Bachmatou, their conduftor, who was taken ill upon 
" their journey. The palatine, willing to repay with gra- 
" titude and humanity the attention which he received from 
" the colonel during his confinement, could not be pre- 
^ vailed upon to quit him in his illnefs ; and as he has 
•* fome knowledge of phyfic, he is in hopes of completing 
« his cure." 

D 2 that 
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that all the laws enadied againft them fhould 
be repealed, and their antient privileges re- 
ftered. Thefc refolutions being laid before 
the extraordinary diet> which was convened 
the beginning of the following year,, 176^^^ 
were ratified almoft without oppofition. Tht& 
ready and unanimous acquicfcence of the diet 
in regulations, totally repugnant to the fenti* 
ments of the majority, can only be accounted 
for by the dread of the Rufltan troops quar- 
tered in Warfaw, and the influence of bribes 
judicioufly diftributed by the Ruflian minifter. 
The operation of the fame cauies rendered the 
diet equally compliant in other particidars : 
and induced them to eftablifti feveral * civil 
regulations, tending to perpetuate the defecfts^ 
of the conftitution, and which had no other 
recommendation except their fubferviency ta 
the Ruffian defigns upon Poland. 

The nation at large leemed at this juncture 

* Thefe regulations j which refpeft chiefly the eftabfifh- 
ing in perpetuity of the eleftive monarchy, of theXiberum 
Veto, and of unanimity in all matters of ftatc, are all de- 
tailed in the articles of the diet of 1768, publiflied at War- 
few : the principal claufes are the fame as are mentioned 
in the fourth chapter of this book relative to the changes 
made in the conftitution in 1775 j the reader will find thenv 
amply mentioned, and accompanied with fome judicious re- 
marks, in Lind's Prcfcnt State of Poland, Letter III. 

9 tO; 
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to have caught the fubmiffivc fpirit of the 
diet ; and received the new edicts with every 
;fymptom of cordiality. Poland feemed to en- 
joy for a moment an univerfal tranquillity ; 
but it was that fullen tranquillit)' which pre- 
cedes a temoeft, and announces to the intelli- 
^gent obferver the moft violent commotions. 

During thefe tran&ftions, the king, with- 
out influence, and confequently without a 
fliadow of authority, was one moment hurried 
down flie popular current; and the next 
forced by the mediating powers to accede to 
all the conditions which they laid before him : 
a wretchecf fituation for a prince of his fpirit 
and magnanimity, and below which it is 
fcarcely poflible for any fovereign to be re- 
duced. But more grievous fcenes yet awaited 
the unfortunate monarch : he was doomed to 
behold his country torn to pieces by the moft 
dreadful of all calamities, a religious war; 
to be frequently deprived almoft of common 
neccflaries ; to be indebted^ for his very fub- 
fiftencc to the voluntary contributions of his 
friends; to be little better than a ftate pri- 
foner in his capital ; to be carried off and 
nearly aflaffinated ; to fee his faireft provinces 
wrcfted from him; and, finally, to depend, 
for his o\vn fecurit^/ and that of his fubjefts, 

D 3 upon 
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upon the protection of thofe very powers, 
who had difmembered his empire. 

The Polifh malecoxitents could certainty 
allcdge fome very plaufible caufes pf diflatif^ 
fadion. The laws pailed at the laft diet 
bore a greater refemblancp to the abfblute 
mandates of a Ruffian viceroy, than to the 
refblutions of a free aflembly, The outrage 
committed upon the biihop of Cracow and his 
adherents entirely fubverted all liberty of de- 
bate ', while the authoritative manner, in whic^i 
the mediating powers of Berlin and Peterfburg 
ftill continued to interfere in the affairs of 
Poland, threatened a more grievous fubjedtion. 
Thefe fpecious grounds of difguft, joined to 
an ill-timed fpirit of difcontent which had 
gone forth throughout the nation againft the 
king, occafioned the inteftine commotions that 
foon reduced Poland to the moft dreadful ftate 
of defolation. 

The diet had not long been diflblved, be- 
fore the indulgences granted to the diffidents 
excited a general difcontent among the Roman 
catholic party. Several confederacies made 
their appearance towards the frontiers of the 
Turkifh empire in defence of the facred ca- 
tholic faith: they carried ftandards before 
them, highly calculated to inflame the zeal of 

the 
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the populace ; upon fome of thefe, images of 
the Virgin Mary and the infent Jefus were de- 
lineated; upon others the Spread Eagle of 
Poland^ with the mottos " Conjqueft or Death," 
** For religion and Hberty *." Some banners 
bore as a device a red crofs, under which was 
infcribed " The fymbol of vidory/' The 
private foldiers of the confederacy, like the 
cruiaders of old, wore a crofs interwoven -in 
their clothes. One party of thefe infurgents 
feized upon the fortrefs of Bar in Podolia, and 
another got pofleflion of Gracow. The royal 
troops, who marched againft them, were either 
routed or prevailed upon to join them. In 
this dreadful crifis of affairs, the fenate peti- 
tioned the embaffador from the court of 
Peterlburg not to withdraw the Ruffian troops 
from the kingdom, as they afforded the only 
fecurity againft the confederated : the requeft 
was readily complied with, and Poland be- 
came a fcene of bloodfhed and devaftation. 
In the various conflicts between the two par- 
ties, the fuperiority of Ruffian difcipline gene- 
rally prevailed. The confederates, however, 
at iirft fecretly encouraged by the houfe of 
Auftria, affifted by the Turks, and fupplied 

• Aut vinc^re aut mori. — Pro religlonc ct libertate, 

D 4 with 
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with money and officers by the French^ were 
able to protradl hoftilities from the difloiation 
of the diet in 1768, to the divifion of Poland 
in 1772. To enter into a detail of military 
operations, falls not within the defign of this 
work. From the various afts of cruelty and 
revenge which diftinguifh and difgrace this 
part of the Polifti hiftory, I fhall feled only 
one event too remarkable to be omitted ; the 
attempt made by the confederates to aflaffinate 
the king. 

The following circumftantial account of 
this fingular occurrence, was conununicated 
to me by my ingenious friend Nathaniel 
Wraxall, Efq; whofe name is well known in 
the literary world ; and who, during his refi- 
dence at Warfaw, obtained the moft authentic 
information upon fo interefting a tranfadtion : 
as he has obligingly permitted me to enrich 
my work with this narration, I am happy to 
lay it before the reader in his own words. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Attempt to ajjajfinste the king of Poland. — 
JSis majefiy attacked by the confpirators in 
theftreets of Warfaw, woundedy and carried 
off. — His adventures and miraculous efcape. 
•^Return to Warfaw. — Account and fate 
of the principal confpirators. 



r 



N the midft of thefe turbulent and 
*^ X difaftrous fcenes, the confedesfates (whg 
f* ever confidered the king as unlawfiilfy 
** elected, and who imputed to his fatal ele* 
** vation and diredion, or approbation, all 
" the various ills under which the kingdom 
** groaned from the Ruffian oppreffion) planned 
** and executed one of the moft daring enter- 
** prizes of which modern hiftory makes men- 
" tion. I mean the attempt to aflaffinate the 
" king. It is fomewhat remarkable, that in 
" an age fo humanifed, fo free from the enor^ 
*' mous and flagitious crimes common in 
*^ barbarous centuries, fo enlightened as is 
** the prefent, this is the third attempt on a 
^* crowned head in my remembrance. Louis 

" XV, 
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*^ XV. Jofeph I. of Portugal, and Staniflaus 
**' Auguftus, all narrowly efcaped aflaffination. 
" As the attempt on his Polifli majefty was 
^* perhaps the moll atrocious, and his efcapc 
^' certainly the moft extraordinary and incre-* 
^* dible of the three, I fhall be as minute as 
** poflible in the enumeration of all the prin- 
*' cipal circumftances which led to, and which 
** attended this remarkable event. 

^* A Polifh nobleman, named Pulafld, a 
" general in the army of the confederates, 
** was the perfon who planned the atrocious 
*^ cnterprize ; and the confpirators who car- 
** ried it into execution were about forty in 
** number, and were headed by three chiefs, 
** named Lukawfki, Strawenfki, and Kofinfki. 
" Thefe three chiefs had been engaged and 
" hired to that purpofe by Pulafki, who in 
** the town of Czetfchokow in Great Poland 
^^ obliged them to fwear in the moft folemn 
*' manner, by placing their hands between 
" his, either to deliver the king alive into his 
*' hands, or, in cafe that was impoflible, to 
'* put him to death. The three chiefs chofe 
^* thirty-feven perfons to accompany them. 
** On the 2d of November, about a month 
♦* after they had quitted Czetfchokow, they 

<^ obtained 
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obtained admiflion into Warfaw unfufpedted 
or undifcovered, by the following ftratagem^ 
They difguifed themfelvcs as peafants who 
'* came to fell hay, and artfully concealed 
** their faddles, arms, and cloaths under the 
** loads of hay which they brought in wag- 
" gons, the more effeftually tp efcape detec- 
*' tion. 

** On Sunday night, the 3d of September, 
" 1771, a few of thefe conipirators remained 
" in the Ikirts of the town ; and the others 
" repaired to the place of rendezvous, the 
" ftreet of the capuchins, where his majefty 
" was expedted to pafs by about his ufual 
" hour of returning to the palace. The king 
" had been to vifit his uncle prince Czartorifki, 
" grand chancellor of Lithuania, and was on 
" his return from thence to the palace between 
" nine and ten o'clock. He was in a coach, 
" accompanied by at leaft fifteen or fixteen 
" attendants, befide an aid-de-camp in the 
^' carriage : fcarce was he at the diftancc of 
" two hundred paces from prince Czartorifki's 
" palace, when he was attacked by the con- 
" Ipirators, who commanded the coachman 
" to flop on pain of inftant death. They 
'* fired feveral fhot into the carriage, one of 
^* which pafled through the body of a heyduc, 

" who 
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*^ who endeavoured to defend his mafter fixttn 
** the violence of the affaffins. Almoft all 
" the other perforis * who preceded and ac- 
*^ ccHnpanied his majefty were difperfed ; the 
/' aid-de-camp abandoned him, and attempted 
^' to conceal himfelf by flight. Mean V/hile 
*^^he king had opened the door of his car- 
** riage with the defign of efFedling his efcape 
^ under flielter of the night, which was ex- 
^^ tremely dark. He had even alighted, when 
^ the affaflins feized him by the hair, ex- 
•< claiming with Horrible execrations, * We 
** have thee now ; thy hour is come.' One 
** of them difcharged a piftol at him fo very 
*' near, that he felt the heat of the fla^ ; 
** while another cut him acrols the head with 
** his fabre, which penetrated to the bone. 
** They then laid hold of his majefty by the 
** collar, and, mounting on horfeback, drag- 
" ged him along the ground between their 

• " It is incredible that fuch a number of perfons as 
*' were with his Polifli majefty on Aat memorable night, 
," fhoald all fo bafdy abandon him, except the fingle hey- 
" due who was killed, and who fo bravely defended his 
" mafter. This man was a protcftant) he was not killed 
^ on the fpot, but expired next morning of his wounds. 
*' The king allows a pci^fion to his widow and children." 

** horfes 
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** l^rfes at full gallop for near five hundred 
** paces through the ftreets of Warfaw *. 

" AH was confbfipn aod diforder duriag^ 
"this time at the palace, where the at- 
** tendants who had defert^d their mailer had> 
*'ipread the alarm. The foot-guards ran- 
'* immediately to the fpot from whence the^ 
** king had been conveyed, but they found* 
" only bis hfl|t ^ bloody, and his bag: this 
** increafed their apprehenfions for his life. 
** The whole city was in an uproar. The 
" aflaffins profited of the univerfal confufion^ 
•* terrw and conflernation» to bear away their 
" prize. Finding, however^ that he was in- 

♦ " It is aftonifliing, that^ in the number of balls which. 
^ paiTed through the carriage, not one fliould hurt or 
^ wound the king. Several went through his pel!//iy or 
^ fur great-cpat. I have feen this cloak, and the holes 
« made in it by the piftol bullets. Every part of the 
** deaths which his majefty wote on that night are care- 
" fully preferved. It is no Icfe wonderful, that when the 
* * aflaffins had fcized on the king, they fliould carry him 
" through fuch a number of ftreets without being flopped. 
** A Ruffian centinel did hail them ; but, as they anfwered 
" in Ruffian, he allowed tliem to pafs, imagining them to 
** be a patrole of his nation. This happened at fome 
** diftance from the place where they had carried off the 
" king. The night was befidcs exceedingly dark, and 
** Warfaw has no lamps. All thefe circumflances cojitri- 
•* bute'to account for this extraordinary event.'* 

" capable 
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** capable of following them on foot, and 
*^ that he had already almoft loft his refpira- 

tion from the violence with which they 
*' had dragged him, they fet him on horfe- 
" back ; and then redoubled their fpeed fof 
" fear of being overtaken. When they came 
'^ to the ditch which furrounds Warfaw, 
*^ they obliged him to leap his horfe over. 
*^ In the attempt the horfe fell twice, and at 
** the fecond fall . broke its leg. They then 
** mounted his majefty upon another, all 
** covered as he was with dirt. 

'^ The confpirators had no Iboner crofled 
^* the ditch, than they began to rifle the king, 
** tearing off the order * of the Black Eagle 
** of Pruflia which he wore round his neck, 
" and the diamond crofs hanging to it. He 
** requefted them to leave his handkerchief, 
** which they confented to : his tablets efcaped 
" their rapacity. A great number of the 

♦ " It was Lukawfki, one of the three chieft of the 
<* band, who tore off the ribbon of the Black Eagle, whicb 
*' his Pruflian majefty had conferred on the king when he 
*« was Count Poniatowfki. . One of his motives for doing 
« this, was by (hewing the order of the Black Eagle to 
<* Pulafki and the confederates, to prove to them incon- 
** teftibly that the king was in their hands, and on his way. 
« Lukawiki was afterwards executed." 

" afPaflins 
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** aflaffins retired after having thus plundered 
•* him, probably with intent to notify to their 
^ rcfpcftive leaders the fuccefs of their enter- 
•* prize ; and the king's arrival as a prifoner. 
" Only (even remained with him, of whom 
" Kofinfki was the chief. The night was 
*^ exceedingly dark ; they were abfolutely ig- 
*^ norant of the way ; and, as the horfcs could 
" not keep their legs, they obliged his ma- 
" jelfy to follow them on foot, with only one 
** flioe, the other being loft in the dirt. 

*• They continued to wander through the 
^ open meadows, without following any cer- 
' " tain ' path, and without getting to any 
" diftance from Warfaw, They again mount- 
"ed the king on horfeback, two of them 
" holding him on each fide by the hand, 
** and a third leading his horfe by the bridle. 
" In.tjiis manner they were proceeding, when 
" his majefty, finding they had taken the 
" road which led to a village called Burakow, 
" warned them not to enter it, becaufe there 
" were fomc Ruffians flationed in that place 
•* who might probably attempt to refcue 
^ him *. Finding himfelf, hov/cver, inca- 

** pable 

♦ " This intimation, which the king gave to his aflaflins, 
" may at firft fight appear extraordinary and unaccount- 

« able, 



€C 



48 ATTEMPT TO ASSASSINATE a. I^ 

^^ pablc of accompanying the aflailins in tha 
'* painful pofture in which they held bkiok 
** kept down on the fcddle, he requefted 
" them, fince they were determined to oblige 
him to proceed, at leaft to give him another 
horfe and a boot*. This requcft they 
** complied with ; and continuing their pro- 
** grefs through almoft impaflable lands, with- 

« able, but was really diiSbted by the greateft addrcfe and 
«' judgment. He apprehended with reafon that, on the 
" fight of a Ruflian guard, they would inftantly put him to 
*' death with their fabrcs, and fly ; whereas by informing 
*' them of the danger they incurred, he in fome meafure' 
" gained their confidence : in efFedl, this behaviour of the 
" king feemed to foften them a little, and made them be- 
^ lieve he did not mean to efcape from them." 

* The king in his fpeech to the diet on the trial of die 
confpirators, interceded ftrongly for Kofinfki, or John. 
Kutfma, to whom he gratefully expreflTcs himfelf indebted 
for thefe favours in the followinsr words : 

" As I was in the hands of the aflafiTins, I heard them 
" repeatedly a(k John Kutfma, if they ftiould not aiTaffinatc 
" mc, but he always prevented them. He was the firft 
'^ who pcrfuaded them to behave to me with greater gentle- 
" nefs, and obliged them to confer upon me fome fervices 
" which I then greatly wanted ; namely, one to give me a 
** cap, and a fccond a boot, which at that time were no 
" trifling prefcnts : for the cold air greatly alFeSed the 
*' wound in my head ; and my foot, which was covered 
*^ with blood, gave me inexpreflible torture, which conti* 
-d every moment incrcafing,'* 

" out 
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•• out any road, and ignorant of their way, 
•* they' at length found thentfelves in the 
** wood of Bielany, only a league difbuit from 
*• Warfaw. From the time they had paffed 
** the ditch they repeatedly demanded of Ko- 
•• finfld their chief, if it was not yet tmie to 
** put the king to death ; and thefe demands 
•* were reiterated in proportion to the obftacles 
** and difficulties they encountered. 

** Meanwhile the confufion and confter- 
^ niadon increafed at Warfaw. The guards 

were afraid to purfue the confpirators, left 

terror of being overtaken fhould prompt 
** them in the darknefs to maflacre the king ; 
** and on the other hand, by not purfuing 
** they might give them time to efcape with 
•* their prize, beyond the pofTibility of affift- 
** ance. Several of the firft nobility at length 
** mounted on horfeback, and following the 
^* track of the aflaffins, arrived at the place 
** where his majefty had palled the ditch. 
** There they found his pe/t]/e, which he had 
** loft in the precipitation with which he was 
•* hurried away : it was bloody, and pierced 
** with holes made by the balls or fabres. This 
** convinced them that he was no more. 

^* The king was ftill in the hands of the 
^* feven remaining aflaflins, who advanced 

Vol. L E ^' with 
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** with him into the wood of Bielany> when 
•' they were fuddenly alarmed by a Ruffian 
^^ patrole or detachment. Infbntly holding 
** council, four of them difappeared, leaving 
" him with the other three, who compeUed 
" him to walk on. Scarce a quartier of an 
^* hour after, a fecond Ruffian guard chal- 
'* lengcd them anew. Two of the aflaffins 
** then fled, and the king remained alone 
" with Kofinfki the chief, both on foot. 
** His majefty, exhaufted with all the &tigue 
** which he had undergone, implored his 
^ conductor to ftop, and fuffer him to take a 
^* moment's repofe. Kofinfki refufed it, me-s- 
*' nacing him with his naked fabre ; and at 
" the fame time informed him, that beyond 
" the wood they fhould find a carriage. They 
" continued their walk, till they came to 
" the door of the convent of Bielany. Ko-- 
" finfki appeared loft in thought, and fo much 
'* agitated by his refledlions, that the king 
" perceiving his diforder, and obferving that 
" he wandered without knowing the road, 
" faid to him, M fee you are at a lofs which 
*^ way to proceed. Let me enter the con^ 
" vent of Bielany, and do you provide for 
" your own fafety.* * No,' replied Kofin(ki» 
* I have fworn.' 

They 
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** They proceeded till they came to Marie- 
**fliont, a fmall palace belonging to the 
^ houfe of Saxony, not above half a league 
•• from Warfaw : here Kofinfki betrayed fome 
** iatisfk<£tion at finding where he was, and 
*' the king ftill demanding an inftant's re- 
•* pofe, he confented at length. They fat 
•• down together on the ground, and the 
" king employed thefe moments in endea- 
** vouring to foften his condudlor, and in- 
" ducc him to favour or permit his efcape. 
•* His majefly reprefented the atrocity of the 
^ crime he had committed in attempting to 
" murder his fovereign, and the invalidity 
** of an oath taken to perpetrate fo heinous 
^ an adlion : Kofinfki lent attention to this 
" difcourfe, and began to betray feme marks 
«' of nemorfe. * But,' faid he, ' if I fliould 
•• confent and recondud: you to Warfaw, 
" what will be the confequencc ? — I {hall be 
'* taken and executed !' 

" This refleftion plun^^cd him into new 
** uncertainty and embarraiTment. * I give 
you my word,' cinfwered his maJcfly, * that 
you (hall fufFer no harm ; but if you doubt 
my promife, efcape while there is yet time, 
** I can find my way to fome place of fecu- 
^* rity ; and I will certainly direft your pur- 

E z '^ fuers 
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** fucrs to take the contrary road to that 
" which you have chofen/ Kofinfki could 
" not any longer contain himfelf, but throw- 
'* ing himfelf at the king's feet, implored 
" forgivenefs for the crime he had commit- 
" ted ; and fwore to protect him againft eveiy 
" enemy, relying totally on his generofity 
** for pardon and prefer vation. His majefly 
" reiterated to him his aflurances of iafety. 
" Judging, however, that it was prudent to 
** gain fome afylum without delay, and re- 
" collecting tliat there was a mill at fome 
** confiderable diftance, he inunediately made 
" towards it. Kofinfki knocked, but in vs^n 5 
" no anfwer was given : he then broke a 
" pane of glafs in the window, and intreated for 
" ihelter to a nobleman who had been plun- 
** dered by robbers* The miller refufed, 
" fuppoling them to be banditti, and conti- 
" nued for more than half an hour to perfift 
" in his denial. At length the king approach- 
" ed, and fpeaking through the broken pane, 
*^ endeavoured to perfuade him to admit them 
** under his roof; adding, ' if we were rob- 
" bers, as you fuppofe, it would be very eafy 
" for us to break the whole window, inftead 
** of one pane of glafs.' This argument 
prevailed. They at length opened the door, 

"and 
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•* and admitted his majefty. He immediately 
** wrote a note to general Coccei, colonel of 
" the foot-guards. It was literally as fol- 
" lows : * Par une efpece de miracle je fuis 
** fam)i des mains desajfajfins. J e fuis iciau petit 
^ moulin de Mariemont. Venez auplutot me tirer 
*• it id. Jefuis blejfe^ mais pas fort */ It was 
'• with^ the greateft difficulty, however, that . 
'^ the king could perfuade any one to carry 
** this note to Warfaw, as the people of the 
*' mill, imagining that he was a nobleman 
*' who had juft been plundered by robbers, • 
*' were afraid of felling in with the troop. 
•* Kolinfki then offered to reflore every thing 
•* he had taken-;'" but his majefly left him 
** all, except the blue ribbon of the White 
" Eagle. 

** When the meflenger arrived with the 
** note, the aftonifhment and joy was incre- 
** dible. Coccei inftantly rode to the mill, 
*' followed by a detachment of the guards. 
*• He met Kofinfki at the door with his fabre 
•* drawn, who admitted him as foon as he 

* " By a kind of miracle I am efcaped from the hands 
^ of affid&ns. I am now at the mill of Mariemont. Come 
« as foon as poffible, and take me from hence. I am 
** wounded, but not dangeroufly.'* 

E 3 ** knew 



54 ATTExMPT TO ASSASSINATE B. I. 

" knew him. The king had funk into a 
** flcep, caufed by his fetigue ; and was ftrctch- 
" ed on the ground, covered with the miller's 
** cloak. Coccei immediately threw himfelf 
" at his majefty's feet, calling him his fove-* 
** reign, and killing his hand. It is nOt cafy 
** to paint or defcribe the aftonifliment of the 
** miller and his family, who inftantly imi- 
*^ tated Coccei's example, by throwing thcm- 
•* (elves on their knees *. The king returned 
** to Warj&w in general Coccei's carriage, and 
** reached ^he palace about five in the mom- 
** ing. His wound was found not to be dan- 
** gerous ; and he foon recovered the bruiies 
^* and injuries, which he had fuiFered during 
^* this memorable night. 

" So extraordinary an efcape is fcarce to 
" be paralleled in hiftory, and affords ample 
" matter of wonder and furprife. Scarce 
" could the nobility or people at Warfaw 
** credit the evidence of their fenfes, when 
" they faw him return. Certainly neither 

* " I have been at this mill, rendered memorable by fo 
" fmgular an event. It is a wretched Polilh hovel, at a 
*' diftancc from any houfe. The king has rewarded the 
" miller to the extent of his wiflics, in building him a 
" mill upon the Viftula, and allowing him a fmall pen- 

fion." 

" tlie 
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« die eftape of the king of France from Da- 
^ mbi, or of the king of Portugal from the 
"confpiracy of the duke d'Avciro, were 
^equally amazing or improbable as that of 
^* the king of Poland. I have related it very 
** minutely, and from authorities the higheft 
^ and moft inconteftible. 

*• It is natural to enquire what is become 
** of Koiinfkiy the man who iaved his ma- 
^ jeRy*s life, and the other confpirators. He 
*• was bom in the palatinate of Cracow, and 
^* of mean extraction : having aflumed the 
•* name of Kofiniki *, M^iich is that of a 
** noble family, to give himfelf credit. He 
•* had been created an officer in the troops of 
^ the confederates under Pukiki. It would 
•* (eem as j£ Kofiniki began to entertain the 
*« idea of prefcrving the king's life from the 
'^ time when Lukawfki and Strawenfki aban- 
*' doned him ; yet he had great ftrugglcs 
*• with himfelf before he could refolve on 
•* this condudt, after the folemn engagements 
'* into which he had entered. Even after he 
** had conducted the king back to Warfaw, 
he expreifed more than once his doubts of 

* His real luune was John Kutfma. 

E 4 " the 
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^* the propriety of what' he had doiic, and 
" fome remorfe for having deceived his em- 
** ployers. 

** Lukawiki and Strawenfki were both 

^ taken, and feveral of the other aflaflins. 

•' At his majefly's peculiar requeft and in- 

" treaty, the diet remitted the capital punifli- 

" mcnt of the inferior confpirators, and con- 

** demned them to work for life on the for- 

** tifications of Kaminiec, where they now 

*^ ure. By his interceffion likewife with the 

*' diet, the horrible punifhment and varjpjus 

** modes of torture, which the laws of Po- 

♦* land decree and inflift on regicides, were 

" mitigated ; and both Lukawild and Stra- 

** wenfki were only fimply beheaded. Kg- 

" finfki was detained under a very ftridt con- 

** finement, and obliged to give evidence 

** againft his two companions. A perfon of. 

" diftindion, who faw them both die, has 

« aflured me, that nothing could be more 

V noble and manly than all Lukawiki's con- 

•* dud previous to his death. When he was 

" carried to the place of execution, although 

" his body was almoft extenuated by the 

" fevejity of his confinement, diet, and treat- 

Tient, his fpirit unfubdued raifed him 

" above 
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^ above the terrors of an infamous and pub- 
*^ lie execution. He had not been permitted 
** to ihave his beard while in prifon, and his 
** drefs was fqualid to the greateft degree ; 
** yet none of thefe humiliations could deprefs 
^* his mind. With a grandeur of foul wor- 
** thy of a better caufe, but which it was im- 
" poffible ndt to admire, he refufed to fee or 
** embrace the traitor Kofinfki. When con- 
^* duded to the fccne of execution, which 
*• was about a mile from Warfaw, he betray- 
*' ed no emotions of terror or unmanly fear. 
** He made a fhort harangue to the multitude 
aflenibled upon the occafion, in which he by 
" no means exprefled any forrow for his paft 
'* condudt^ or contrition for his attempt on the 
*• king, which he probably regarded as meri- 
** toiious and patriotic. His head was fevered 
*' from his body. 

" Strawenfld was beheaded at the fame 
" time, but he neither harangued the people, 
" nor fhewed any figns of contrition. Pu- 
" lafki, who commanded one of the many 
*-* corps of confederate Poles then in arms> 
" and who was the great agent and promoter 
*■ of the aiTaflination, is flill alive *, though 

'' an 

♦ After the conclufion of thefe troubles, Pulafki cfcaped 
from Poland, and repaired to America : he diftinguiflied 

himfelf 
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^' an outlaw and an exile. He is iaid, even 
*• by the Ruffians his enemies, to poflefs mi- 
^ litary taknts of a very fuperior nature ; 
^ nor were they ever able to take him prifi>ner 
^ during the civil war. 

'* To return to Kofinfld, the man who 
•♦ j&ved the king's life. About a week after 
•* Lukav^rfki and Strawenflci's execution, he 
•* was fent by his majefly out of Poland. 
♦* He now refides at Semigallia in the papal 
** territories, where he enjoys an annual pen- 
•• fion from the king." 

I am enabled to add to Mr. Wraxall*s ac- 
count the following circumftances : 

Upon general Coccei's arrival at the mill, 
the firft queftion which his majefty afked 
was, whether any of his attendants had fuffer- 
cd from the aflaffins ; and upon being inform- 
ed that one of the heyducs was killed upon 
the fpot, and another dangeroufly wounded, 
his mind, naturally feeling, now rendered 
more fufceptible by his late danger, was great- 

himfelf in the American fervice, and was killed in the at- 
tempt to force the Britifb lines at the fiege of Savannah 
ia 1779. 
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ly afieded ; and his joy at his own efcape 
yns coniiderably diminifhcd. 

Upon his return to Warfaw, the ftrcets 
through which he paiied were illuminated 
with torches, and crowded by an imxnenic 
concourfe of people, who followed him to 
the palace, crying out inceflafttly " The king 
" is alive." Upon his entering the palace^ 
the dbors were flung open, an^ perfons of all 
ranks were admitted to approach his perfcm, 
and to felicitate him upon his efcape. The 
fcene, as I have been informed by ieveral of 
the nobility who were prefent, was afl!eding 
beycmd defcription. Every one ftruggled to 
get near him to kifs his hand, or even to touch 
his cloaths : all were fo tranfported with joy, 
that they even loaded Kofinlki v^th careiTes, 
and called him the faviour of their king. 
His majefty was fo aiFeded vnth thefe figns 
of zeal and afFeftion, that he exprelTed in the 
moft feeling manner his ftrong fenfe of thefe 
pnx>fs of their attachment, and declared it 
was the happieft hour of his whole life. In 
this moment of rapture he forgot the dangers 
he had avoided, and the woimds he had re- 
ceived: and as every one feemed anxious to 
learn the circumftances of his efcape, he 

would 
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would not fufFcr his wounds to be infpefted 
and drefled before he had himfelf fatisfied 
their impatience, by relating the difficulties 
and dangers he had undergone. During the 
recital, a perfon unacquainted with the lan- 
guage might have difcovered the various events 
of the ftory from the changes of expreffion 
in the countenances of the byftanders, which 
difplayed the moft fudden alterations from 
terror to compaffion, from compaffion to 
aftonifhment, and from aftonifhment to rap- 
ture; while the univerM filence was only 
broken by fighs and tears of joy. 

The king having finiihed the account, 
again repeated his aflurances of gratitude and 
affeftion for the unfeigned proofs they had 
given of their loplty ; and difmiffed them, 
by adding, that he hoped he had been thus 
miraculoufly preferved by Divine Providence, 
for no other purpofe than to purfue with 
additional zeal the good of his country, which 
had ever been the great objed of his atten-^ 
tion. 

Being now left alone, his majefly permitted 
the furgeons to examine the wound in his 
head. Upon cutting away the Ikin, it ap- 
peared that the bone was hurt, but not dan- 

geroufly : 
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geroufly: fiiom the quantity of clotted blood> 
the operation of dreffing was tedious and 
painful, and was fubmrtted to by the king 
with great patience and magnanimity. The 
furgeons propofed at firft to bleed him in 
the foot; but they laid afide this inten- 
tion upon finding both his feet fwoUen con- 
fiderably, and covered with blifters and 
bruiies. 

The family of the heyduc, who had faved 
the king's life by the lofs of his own, was 
amply provided for : his body was buried with 
great pomp ; and his majefly eredled an hand- 
fome monument to his memory, with an ele- 
gant infcription expreflive of the man's fidelity 
and of his own gratitude. 

I fiiw the monument : it is a pyramid {land- 
ing upon a farcophagus, with a Latin and 
Poli/h infcription ; the former I copied^ and it 
is as follows : 

" Hie jacet Georgius Henricus Butzau, 
** qui regem Staniflaum Auguftum nefariis 
" parricidarum telis impetitum, die in Nov. 
** 1771, proprii pedtoris clypeo defendens, 
" geminatis idtibus confofliis, gloriof^ occu- 
" buit. Fidelis fubditi necem lugens, Rex 

" pofuit 
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^ pofuit hocce monumentum illius in kudeixit 
^ aliis cxcmplo ♦." 

« " Here Ucs George Henry Butzzuy who, on the 3d of 
« November, 1771, oppofing his own breaft to fhield 
<^ Staniflaus Auguftus from the weapons of nefarious par- 
« ricides, was pierced wth repeated wounds, and glori- 
«* oufly expired. The king, lamenting the death of a faith* 
<* fill fubje£^, ereded this monument, as a tribute to huD^ 
^ and an example to others/* 
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C H A P; IV. 

Account of the plan and progrefs of the partition 
g^Polancl — ProjeSied by the king ^Prufiia. 
-^Adopted by the emperor ^Germany, and 
fnalJy acceded to by the emprefs g^Ruffia.— 
The confent of the king and diet of Poland 
extorted after great oppoftion. — Changes in 
the government introduced by the partition* 
ing powers. — *Spiritedy but fruitlefsj refijl* 
ance of the Polifti delegates. — Fate of the 
difjidents. 

WE arc now arrived at that remarkable 
event of the prefent reign, the parti- 
tion of Poland; vi^hich was planned with 
fuch profound fecrecy, that it was fcarcely 
fufpeftcd before it was carried into execution. 
Poland had long derived its principal fecurity 
from its peculiar fituation between three great 
powers, each equally interefted to prevent the 
others from acquiring any increafe of ftrengtb, 
or addition of territory : the union of thefe 
rival potentates was conlidered as a circum- 
fiance nearly impoflible ; and fhould fuch an 

unexpedteel 
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unexpected union take place, it was thought 
incredible that the other princes of Europe 
would paflively fubmit to a material alteration 
in the balance of power. 

Treaties upon treaties, and negotiations 
upon negotiations, had guarantied to Poland 
the poflefiion of her territory; and the very 
three powers who difmembered her provinces, 
had, at the prefent king's acceflion, folemnly 
renounced all right and title to any port of 
the Polifli dominions. But treaties and gua- 
ranties are in general only adhered to until 
they can be broken with fafety : the only 
effectual method for any ftate to fecure its 
dominions, is to make itfelf refpe<3able by its 
ftrcngth and unanimity, and to be prepared 
againft any attacks. When a powerful peo- 
ple, impute national difafters, which a proper 
vigour and forefight might have prevented, 
to the perfidy of foreign flates, they only bear 
.tcflimony, in more fpecious terms, to their 
own indolence, negligence, or weaknefs of go- 
vernment. Nor is that fyflcmatical jealoufy, 
which modern nations profefs to entertain for 
the balance of power, to be depended on as a 
more effedlual lafeguard to any particular flate, 
tlian the faith of treaties. This principle, 

tough founded on the rnofl obvious and judi- 
cious 
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^^ious policy, and though at times produdlive 
^^^f the moft beneficial efFeds, is unluckily 
*^ble to be counteradled and defeated by an 
^^Imoft innumerable variety of contingencies.. 
^Where a combination of different powers is 
x-equifitc to give it efficacy, thofe powers may 
"xvant unanimity and concert : where again the 
exertion of only a fingle ftate is fufficient, that 
ilate may, by the temporary fituation of affairs, 
or the cafual interefts of its governing party, 
be rendered incapable of adling with proper 
fpirit. In a word, the anxiety of European 
ftates for the prefervation of the balance of 
power is, by no means, an invariable pledge 
of protedlion to any fingle nation. Venice 
was brought to the verge of ruin by a reliance 
on this principle; Poland received from it 
no fubftantial protedtion; nor did England, 
though ftruggling fingly againft a hoft of 
enemies, reap, in her late conteft, the flight- 
eft benefit from its influence. 

The natural ftrength of Poland, if properly 
exerted, would have formed a more certain 
bulwark againft the ambition of her neigh- 
bours, than the fiiith of treaties, or an atten- 
tion in the other European nations to the 
balance of power. And it is extremely wor- 
thy of remark, that of the three partitioning 
VoL.^ L F powers, 
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powers^ Pniflia * was formerly in a ftate of 
vaflklage to the republic ; Ruflia -f* (5nce faw 
its capital and tlirone poffefled by the Poles; 
and Auftria, fcarce a century ago, was indebt- 

* In the 13th century, all Pruffia belonged to the knights 

of the Teutonic order. In 1454 that part, fince de)it)mi* 
natcd Polifh or Weftcrn Pruilia, revolted to Cafimir IV. 
and was afterwards incorporated into the dominions of the 
repuMic ; at the fame time the knights were conflrained to 
hold the remaining part, called Eaftern Pruffia, as a fief of 
the crown of Poland. In 1525 Eaftern Pruflia was erc^Sled 
into an hereditary duchv, and given to Albert of Branden- 
burg, as a Polifh fief. Upon his death it fell to his Ton • 
Albert Frederick, who being impaired in his faculties, the 
adminiftration was vefted firft in Joachim Frederick eledlor 
of Brandenburg, and afterwards in Joachim's fon Jcbxt 
Sigifmond, who had married Albert's daughter. Upoa, 
the demifc of Albert without male heirs, John Sigifmond> 
who fuccceded to the duchy of Rruffia,, did homage for 
that duchy as a vafl'al of the republic. His grandfon Frc- 
di rick W illiani, the great Eleflor, was the firft duke of 
PrufTia rclcafed from this badge of feudal dependence by 
JobnCallmir; Eaftern Pniflia being declared a fovcreign,, 
indcpcmlcnt, and hereditary duchy. 

Frederick, fon of Frederick VV illiam the Grc;»t, aflumed 
the title of King of Piufiia, whicli however the Poles 
never acknowledi;;cd until i /(^i., at the acceflion of Sta- 
niflai-.s Auguftus. His prcfcnt majefty Frederick III. by 
the late partition treaty, now poUbUcs both Weftern and 
Eaftern PrufTia. 

f Under Sigifinond III. whofc troops got poffeflion of 
Mofcow, and whofe fon Ladiflaus was chofcn great duke 
of Mufcovy by a part}' of the Rufiian noMes. 

Cd 
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V 

ed to a fovereign * of this countiy for the 
preiervation of its metropolis, and ahnoft for 
its very cxiftence. 

A kingdom, fo lately the mafter or pro- 
teiSor of its neighbours, would never have 
been fo readily overwhebned by them, had 
there not been the moft glaring imperfedions 
in its government. Poland, in truth, formerly 
more powerfiil than any of the furrounding 
Aates, has, from the defers of its conftitution, 
declined in the midft of general improve- 
ments; andj after giving law to the north, 
is become an eafy prey to every invader/ 

The partition o£ Poland was firft proje6ted 
by the king of Pruffia. Polifh or Weflem 
Pmflia had long been an objed: of his am- 
bition : exclufive of its fertility, commerce, 
and population, its local fituation rendered k 
highly valuable to that monarch; it lay be- 
tween his German dominions and Eaftern 
Pniflia, and while pofleffed by the Poles, cut 
off, at their will, all communication between 
them. During the courfe of the laft gene- 
ral war, he experienced the moft fatal efieCts 
from this disjointed ftate of his territories* 

♦ John Sobiefki, who compelled the Turks to raife the 
fiege of Vienna, and delivered the houfe of Auftria froiU 
the grcateft dangers it ever experienced* 

F2 By 
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By the acquifition of Weftern Pruflia, his 
dominions would be rendered compad:, and 
his troops in time of war be able to march 
from Berlin to Koningfburgh without inter- 
ruption. The period was now arrived, when 
the fituation of Poland feemed to promifc the 
attainment of this favourite objeft. He pur- 
fued it, however, with all the caution of an 
able politician. On the commencement of 
the troubles, he fhewed no eagemefs to in- 
terfere in the affairs of this country; and 
although he had concurred with the emprcfs 
of Ruflia' in raifing Staniflaus Auguftus to the 
throne of Poland, yet he declined taking any 
aftive part in his favour againfl the confederates. 
Afterwards, in 1769, when the whole king- 
dom became convulfed throughout with civil 
commotions, and defolated likewife by the 
plague; he, under pretence of forming lines 
to prevent the fpreading of the infeftion, 
advanced his troops into Polifli Pruflia, and 
occupied that whole diftridt. 

Though now completely mafter of the 
country, and by no means apprehenfive of any 
formidable refiftance from the difunited and 
diftradted Poles; yet, as he was well aware 
that the fecurity of his new acquifition de- 
pended upon the acquiefcence of Ruflia and 

Auftria, 
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Aufhia, he planned the partition of Poknd. 
He communicated the projedt to the emperor, 
cither during their interview at Niefs in Silefia, 
in 1769, or in that of the following year, at 
Neuftadt ; from whom the overture met with 
a ready concurrence, Jofeph, who had be- 
fore fecretly encouraged the, confederates, and 
even commenced a negotiation with the Porte 
againft Ruffia, now fuddenly altered his mea- 
fures, and increafed his army towards the 
Polifh frontiers. The plague prefenting to 
him, as well as to the king of Pruffia, a fpe- 
cious motive for ftationing troops in the do- 
minions of the republic ; he gradually extend- 
ed his lines, and, in 1772, occupied the whole 
territory, which he has fince difinembered. 
But, notwithftanding this change in his fen- 
timents, his real views upon Poland were at 
firft fo efFedtually concealed, that the Polifh 
rebels conceived that the Auftrian army ^vas 
advancing to ad: in their favour ; not fuppof- 
ing it poilible, that the rival courts of Vienna 
and Berlin could ad: in concert. 

Nothing more remained towards complet- 
ing the partition, than the acceflion of the 
emprefs of Ruffia. That great princefs was 
too difcerning a politician not to regard with 
a jealous eye the introduction of foreign powers 

F 3 into 
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into Poland. PofTcffing an uncontrouled af- 
cendancy over the whole country, (he coi|kl 
propole no niaterial advantage from the formal 
acquifition of a part; and muft purchafe a 
moderate addition to her territory by a confi- 
derable furrender of authority. The king of 
Pruflia, well acquainted with the true interefts 
of Ruflia in regard to Poland, and with the 
capacity of the emprefs to difcern thofc in- 
terefts, forbore (it is faid) opening any nego- 
tiation on the fubjcd of the partition, until 
fhe was involved in a Turkifh war. At that 
crifis he difpatched his brother Prince Henry 
to Peterfburg, who fuggefted to the emprefe 
that the houfc of Auftxia was forming an 
alliance with the Porte, which, if it took 
place, would create a moft formidable com- 
bination againft her; that, neverthelefs, the 
friendftiip of that houfe was to be purchafed 
by acceding to the partition ; that upon this 
condition the emperor was willing to renounce 
his connexion with the Grand Signor, and 
would fufFer the Ruffians to profecute the 
war without interruption. Catharine, anxi- 
ous to pufh her conquefts againft the Turks, 
and dreading the interpofition of the emperor 
in that quarter : perceiving likewife, from the 
intimate union between the courts of Vienna 

and 
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;aad Berlin, that it would not be in her power, 
.at the prefent jundture, to prevent the in- 
tended partition, clofed with the propofal ; and 
feleifled no inconfiderable portion of the Polifh 
territories for herfelf. The treaty was figned 
at Peterfburg in the beginning o^ February, 
1772, by the Ruffian,, Auftrian, and Pruffian 
plenipotentiaries. 

As the troops of the three courts were al*- 
ready in pofleffion of the greateft part of Po- 
land, the confederates, hemmed in on all 
fides, ^were foon routed and difperfed ; and 
Europe waited in anxious expedtation what 
would be the iflue of this unexpefted union : 
yet fuch was the profound fecrecy with which 
the partitioning powers proceeded, that for 
fome time after the ratification of the treaty, 
only vague conjectures were entertained even 
at Warfaw * concerning their real intentions ; 

and 

♦ I have a coUeSion of MS. letters written from War- 
law before and after the partition : the following paflages 
from thofe letters will (hew the myfterious condu(ft of the 
three courts, and the imcertainty of the Poles concerning 
the difinemberment. 

" On cache a Vienne les vrais motifs et le but de la 
•* prochaine entree des troupes en Pologne," &c. May 6, 
1772- 

F4 All 
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the late lord Cathcart^ the Englifh mi- 
ter at Peterfburg, was able to obtain no au- 
Intic information of its fignature, until two 

>ths after the event. 

'he firft formal notification of any pre- 
[fions to the Poliih territory was in the 
Inth of September, 1772, announced to the 
Ig and fenate affembled at Warfaw, by the 

pcrial enibafTadorj which was foon foi- 
led by the memorials of the Ruffian and 

Ulian courts, fpeciiying their refpeftive 
5, It would be tedious to enter into a 
[aiJ of the pleas urged by the three powers 

favour of their ieveral demands ; it would 
I no lefs uninterefting to lay before the read- 
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^^d ienate, as well as the appeals to the other 
Itates which had guarantied the poffeflions of 
Poland. The courts of London, Paris, Stock- 
holm, and Copenhagen, remonftrated againfl: 
the ufurpations; but remonftrances without 
afliftance could be o^ no effedt. Poland fub- 
mitted to the difmemberment, not without the 
moft violent ftruggles ; and now, for the firft 
time, felt and lamented the fatal effefts of fac- 
tion and difcord, 

A diet being demanded by the partitioning 
powers, in order to ratify the ceflion of the 
provinces, was, after fome delay, convoked 
by the king in the following fiunmons: 
" Since there are no hopes from any qnar- 
" ter, and any further delays will only tend 
" to draw down the moft dreadful calami- 
" tics upon the remainder of the dominions 
" which are left to the republic ; the diet is 
" convened for the 19th of April, 1773, ac- 
** cording to the will of the three courts : 
" ncverthelcfs, in order to avoid all caufe of 
" reproach, the king, with the advice of the 
" fenate, again appeals to the guaranties of the 
" treaty of Oliva." 

The diet met at the appointed time ; and 
fuch was the fpirit of the members, that, 
notwithftanding the deplorable lituation of 

tlieir 
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gates were appointed, with full powers to 

adjuft, in concert with the embafladors, all 

tbe terms of the difmemberment. The com- 

miflioncrs, or delegates, on the breaking up 

of the diet in May, immediately entered upon 

their office ; and, by the month of September, 

finally concluded tne treaty of partition in 

conformity to the diftates of the three courts. 

At this jundlure, feveral nobles were bold 

enough to iflile manifeftoes and remonftrances 

in various parts of the kingdom, againft the 

ceffion of the provinces, find to reprobate the 

conduft of the partitioning powers ; but fuch 

remonftrances were totally difregarded, and 

may be confidered only as the laft convulfions 

of an expiring nation. 

Of the difmemhered countries *, the Ruf- 
fian province is the largeft, the Auftrian the 
moft populous, and the Pruflian the moft 
conmiercial. The population of the whole 
amounts to near 5,000,000 of fouls ; the firft 
containing 1,500,000, the fecond 2,500,000, 
and the third 860,000. Weftem Pruflia was 

♦ The reader, by confulting the map of Poland (pre- 
fixed to this work), will fee the fituation and extent of 
the three difmembered provinces. For an account of the 
Auftrian province, fee Book II. Chap. I. > of the RuiEan, 
BookllL Chap,-I. 

the 
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the greateft lofs to Poland, as by the difmem- 
berment of that province, the navigation of 
the Viftula entirely depends . upon the king of 
Pruffia: by the lofs confequently of this 
diftridt, a fatal blow was given to the trade of 
Poland ; for his Pruflian majefty has laid fuch 
heavy duties upon the merchandize paffing to 
Dantzic, as greatly to diminifh the commerce 
of that town, and to transfer a coniiderable 
portion of it to Memmel and Koningfturgh. 

Although the limits of Poland were fettled 
by the treaty of partition, yet the Auftrians 
and Pruflians continually extended their fron- 
tiers : the emperor feized upon Cafimir, and 
even avowed an intention of taking pofleflion 
of Cracow and Kaminicc j while Frederick at- 
leged thefc ufurpations as a juftification for 
finiilar encroachments on his part ; urging, 
that he could not, confident with his own fe- 
curity, fee the emperor increaling his domi- 
nions without following his example, and af- 
fiiming an equivalent. 

Catharine was forced for a time to connive 
at thefe encroachments ; but no fooner was 
peace '^" eftablillied with the Turkc, and the 

rebellion 

* The peace between the Emprefs and the Turks was 
m the 2ift of July, i77-i> in Marfhal Romanzof's 

can^p 
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rebellion of PugatchefF cruflied, than fhe im- 
mediately turned her whole attention to Po- 
land ; and it is owing to her fpirited remon- 
.ftrances, that both Auftrians and Pruflians 
have relinquiflied their ufurpations, and con- 
fined themfelves to the limits marked by the 
treaty of partition* 

The partitioning powers did lefs injury to 
the republic by difmembering its fairefl: pro- 
vinces, than by perpetuating the principles of 
anarchy and confulion, and eftciblifliing on a 

camp near Bulgaria ; and In a letter from Warfaw, dated 
Auguft 29, of the fame year, it is faid, " The Emperor 
" and King of Pruffia continued encroaching upon the 
** Polifli territories, and enlarging their frontiers which 
" were marked by the treaty of Peteriburgh. But upon 
" the conclufion of die peace, the Auftrian and Pruffian 
" troops retired within their refpccStivc lines. Behold al- 
" ready the good cftecSs of this glorious peace ! What 
" would have become of us, if the arms of the Ottoman 
^ empire had profpercd according to the wifhes of 
^ many ?" 

And in another, dated Sept. 14, 1775^ " The king of 
^ Pruffia has written to the cmprcfs of Ruflia a letter in a 
" moft enchanting ftyle. After much praife, he adds, that 
" notwithftanding the juftice of his claim upon thofe parts 
*' which he has annexed to his former acquii'itions, he (hall 
" make no difficulty in facrificing them, as a proof of his 
" readinefs to oblige her Imperial majefty ; provided the 
" houlc of Auftria will alfo rcflore wliat flie has taken." 

permanent 
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permanent footing, that exorbitant liberty*, 
which is the parent of fadtion, and has proved 
-die decline of the republic. Under pretence 
of amending the conititution, they have con- 
firmed all its defoas, and have taken effe<aual 
precautions to render this unhappy country 
incapable of emerging from its prefent de- 
plorable ftate. 

The delegates, who ratified the treaty of 
partition, being alfo empowered by the diejt to 
concert with the three courts any alterations 
in the conftitution which might appear bene- 
ficial to the kingdom, continued fitting fi-om 
May 1773 to March 1775, during which 
period the convocation of the ordinary diet 
was poftponed, until the members of the de- 
legation had agreed to all the innovations pro- 
pofed by the embafladors ; and until every 
part of the government was finally arranged* 
Notwithftanding the wretched condition of 
Poland, and the rcfiftlefs power of the three 
courts, yet the king and the majority of the 
delegates long with-held their confent to the 
propofed alterations. 

♦ ** Our liberty," laid a Pole, " is like a two-edged 
^ fword in the hand of an infant, and for tjiat very reafon 
our neighbours are anxious to preferve it entire." 

X Some 
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Some idea of their fpirit may be fbmied 
fixmi the following account of one of the 
meetings, when tlie propofitions relating to 
the change of government were firft produced 
in September, 1773. Prior to the appearance 
of the three embafladors in the aflembly, 
mnch was faid, and with great vehemence, 
againft the projected innovations; many re- 
proaches were thrown out againft the authors 
of that plan, for facrificing the public advan- 
tage to their private ambition, refentment, and 
kiterefts. At the entrance of the three em- 
haSkdoTS, a profound filence took place for 
fomc minutes, until the fecretary of the Ruffian 
embafly began to read the plan for new-mo- 
delling the conftitution ; upon which a general 
murmur fpread through the whole aflembly, 
increafing, as he proceeded, to fuch a degree 
as almoft to drown his voice : nor was it with- 
out frequent interruptions, that he was per- 
mitted to finifti its recital. He had fcarcely 
concluded, when the whole body of delegates 
loudly demanded the treaties of partition and 
aUiance : the embafladors anfwering, that many 
points could not be adjufted without farther 
inftruftions from their refpedtive courts; it 
was replied, that in the mean time they might 
introduce the treaty of commerce, which they 

were 
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V crc authoriled to conclude. At all events, 

it was urged, the propolal concerning the 

change of government is premature ; a rcvo- 

Uuion of fuch extreme importance demands 

liio luoll dcliber^iie examination, and ought 

r.v>c to Iv hurried through, as if it v^as a cir- 

cx^.v.Vjlixx* of no Ov r.cem to the nation. One 

V :" :hc i.'Icca:c>, who was moit violent in his 

vvv/::;.r:\ o-cUvirc-i his fenriments with a 

*"v\\v;:^ which ;i::or.i:hed the aflembly; and 

\. *^.*: :'":^ cribjJLUOors, who did not under- 

': •.' '/",' *;\lvh xiviv.. ir?l:ci to a Caftellan 

•^ , ' ^ . *j r:;^ o:" v.h;ir was laid, the latter 

- - ;. '. . .ijr pretence of not being 

^^ / ^ . *..^: of interpreter, i> having 

V _ N •:•'-- ige of the French 

.: ",!.*- ere cf the Pala- 

-^ ^ -'re.riirr's pirt}-, ac- 

. , , • :: - :i of the Ipeech ; 

. ^ - V >.r:i for explain- 

. •. -.,':'.>i m lb able a 

.-:--:.>■. veh, in a fine 

- ..-_ vv .V .v; :.".v upon the 

y-.. .'-.: :'' :.. :. J -. ^ :.- .V'i^e, as well as 

in^T /* . : .: :;. .:. .:e:-.:er.ed much 

rtl'i .i ... •/..:.:!. 1!:: .:re.ii"^iiifed ap- 

i»^'"- ;.' . ■ . r:.'c jr..::;::: rart of the 

□rJ/*'; "/ »)*.; 'yj.^^or, ccnvLxed tlie em- 

3 balTadors 
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^dfladors that this was no time to obtrude 
^heir rciblutbns upon the delegates : they ac- 
OMtiingly broke up the meeting, and pofl:^ 
fx»ed the buiinefs to a future opportunity ^. 
The next feflion, however, was not more fa- 
vourable to their wifhes, nor did the patriotic 
seal of the delegates feem to abate. Their 
oppofition indeed to this meafure continued fo 
violent^ that more than a year elapfed before 
the emba£&dors were able, by the influence of 
threats, bribery, and promifes, to obtain a 
majority ; and before the delegates, terrified or 
feduced into compliance, formally acceded to 
the change of government. This important 
point being obtained, the delegation was dif- 
folved qn the 13th of April, i775> and all 
the articles were confirmed by the general 
diet. 

The following note, delivered by the three 
embafliuiors to the delegates on the 13th of 
September, 1773^ will give the befl general 

* The foUowing paflage in .one pf my MS. letters^ 
daftd fi> late as Nov. 13, 1774, ^iU ihew the difficulty of 
fettling with the delegates. 

•* The plan for die permanent council continues to be 
^ read: it ftill excites continual debates, and more will 
^ arife ; but all will be finifhed according to the will of the 
•* minifters.** 

YoL. L G idea 
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1 of the changes made in the conftitution* 
rhe courts are fo mterefted in the pacifi- 
ation of Poland, that, while the treaties 
re getting ready to be fignc^d and ratified, 
lie minifters cannot lofe any of that vahi- 
blc time^ fo neceflajy for the re-^eftab!ilh- 
lent of order, and the tranquillity of this 
ingdom. We now, therefore, deliver to 
he delegation a part of thofe cardinal kws, 
:> the ratification of which our courts will 
ot fuffer any contradiftion, 
. " The crown of Poland Hiall be for ever 
Icdive, and all order of fucceflion pro- 
:ribed: any pcrfon who fhaU endeavour to 
reak this law* fliall be declared an enemy 
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<< dktety upon the death of their £ither or 
y giandfiither ; nor fhall be eligible, till after 
^ an interval of two ncigns. 

III. " The govemmenii.of Poland fhall be 
f* fer ever free, independent, ai^ of a repub- 
^ lican form. i^f^r 

IV. " The true principle of the ^d go- 
** vemment confiiHng in the ftrid: execution 
^* of its laws, and the equilibrium of the three 
** eftates, namely, the king, the fenate, and 
^ the equeftrian order ; a Permanent Council 
" {hall be eftablifhed, in which the executive 
** power fhall be vefled. In this council the 
** equefWan order, hitherto excluded from the 
y adminifbation of afiairs in the intervals of 
«« the diets, fhall be admitted ; as fhall be 
" more clearly laid down in the future ar- 
•* rangemcnts." 

Thefe arrangements having been carried 
into execution, I fhall make a few remarks 
upon the feveral articles. 

By the firfl, the houfe of Saxony, and aH 
foreign princes, who might be likely to give 
weight to Poland by their hereditary domi- 
nions, are rendered incapable of filling the 
throne. By the fecond, the exclqfion of a 
king's fon or grandfon, excepting after an in- 
terval of two reigns, removes the faintefl 

G 2 profpe^k 
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profpfeft of ah hereditary fovertJigntyi arid 
entails upon the kingdom all the evils infepa- 
rable from that moft wretched form df gol 
vernment, an cleftiye monarchy. By the 
third article, the liberum veto, and all tKc 
exorbitant privileges of the equeftrian brdeiv 
'are confirmed in their utmoft latitude; and 
by the laft, the jfrerogatives of the crown, 
before too greatly reduced, are flail farthei: 
diminished. 

Before the conclufion of this chapter, ft 
will be proper to mention the fate of the diffi-^ 
dents. Their pretenfions were finally fdfded 
between the republic and the ihediating 
powers, at the laft meeting q£ the delegates! 
T*he catholic party oppbfed in 6^ violent a 
manrter the reftoration of their ancient privi- 
leges, that, by the confent of the foreign 
courts, they continue excluded from the diet^ 
the fenate, and the permanent council. In 
return, however, the diflidents enjoy the free 
exercife of their religion; are permitted to 
have dhurches without bells ; fchools and fe- 
minaries of their own; they are capable of 
fitting in the inferior courts of juftice ; arid 
in the tribunal, appointed to receive app^s, 
in matters of religion, 'three of their commu- 
nion are admitted as afTeflbrs, 

9 In. 



In confequence of this toleration, the difll- 
dents have conftruded churches in different 
parts of the kingdom }. on<e built upon this 
occaiion by the Lutherans at War£iw» has 
At IbUowiag infci:iptbn : 

^ ^* Has aades Deo J. O. fiicras 
^ Coetus Varibvienfis in Auguft. Confer ex 
^ ^onkn&y Staniflai AugufH Regis et Rei- 
^^pubUcsB ftrueic coepit A^ilis 24, 
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CHAP- V. 

Chvemment of Poland. — Supreme and leg^^ 
true authority refidei in the diet. — Executive 
power vejied in the permanent counciLn-^ri^ 
gin of the diet. — Place and time of i^em^ 
Sling. — Ordinary and extraordinary^.-'^ 
Convoked by the king. — Conjtituent parts ^-^ 
King^ fenate^ and nuntios. — Proceedings.^-^ 
Liberum Veto. — Hijlory and cauj^s of its in^ 
jtroduBion. — Its dreadful effe&s. — How re^ 
medied. — Diet of confederacy. — The plain rf 
Vola where the kings are ele&ed.^-^Account 
of the diets of convocation and ele&ion. 

THE government of Poland is witfi 
great propriety ftyled a republic, be- 
caufe the king is fo exceedingly limited in his 
prerogative, that he refembles more the chief 
of a commonwealth, than the fovereign of a 
powerfiil monarchy. 

The fupreme legiflative authority of this re- 
public refides in the three eflates of the realm, 
the king, fenate, and equeftrian order, affembled 
in a national diet*. The executive power, 

* For an account of the diet, fee the next chapter. 

which 
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which was heretofore entrufted to the king and 
ienate, is now, according to the new form of 
goyiemment, veiled in the fupreme permanent 
council, compoied of the king, and a certain 
number of members, eledted every two years in 
the diet, by the majority of voices ♦. 

The general diet of Poland enjc^s, as I have 
before obierved, the fupreme authority : it de- 
clares war, makes peace, levies fbldiers, enters 
into alliances, impofes taxes, enacts laws ; in a 
word, it exercifes all the rights of abiblute fo- 
veicignty. 

Some hiftorians place the earlieft diet in 
Ae reign of Cafimir the Great ; but it is very 
uncertain whether it was firft convened in his 
time ; and ftill more doubtful, of what mem- 
bers it confifted. Thus much i§ unqueftion-' 
able, that it was not until the reign of Cafi- 
mir III. that this national aflepibly was mo- 
delled into its prefent form +, 

The place of holding the diets depended 
fonnerly upon die will of the kings ; and 
Louis even fummoned two in Hungary. In 
thofe early times Petricau was the town in 
which they v/ere moft frequently aflcmbled : 

♦ Sec in the Appendix to this voiume an ail for the 
eftahliflinient of the permanent council, 
t See p. 8. 

G 4 but 
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but in 1569, at the union of ^dlaiid ahd 
Lithuania, War&W yms dp^inted die {Ifaocse 
of meeting) and in 1673, it vrse^ ttisaBbtdp 
that of three fucceflhre diets, two ihooli be 
held in this capital, and one at Grodno*^ in 
Lithuania. This regulation bis been generad^ 
followed, until the reign of his pref^it majefly* 
when the afTemblies have been uni&Myy ftHA- 
moned to Warfiiw -f. 

Diets are ordinary and extraordiirfioy^ the 
former are convened eveiy two years, the kcttf 
as occafion requires. In 171 7 the-ufia&d fta« 
fon for the meeting of the ordinary diets was 
fixed for Michaelmas ; but during iht prefent 
reign it has been occafionalty changed to the 
month of Oftober or Novenx^r. 

The king, with the advice of the penha^ 
nent council, convokes the diet, by means of 
circular letters iiSued to all the Palatines in 
their refpedive provinces, at leaft fix weeks 
before the time appointed for its meeting: 
thefe letters are accompanied with a fliort 
(ketch of the bufinefs to be agifaited in the 
diet. 



♦ Lengnich, Hift, Pol. p. 262. 

t Sec Book IL Chap. VI, Art. Grodao. 



The 
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The conftkiient parts of the dkt ate die 
iSbtce jeftattB of the realitt, namely, 

Tbekiilg, 

The fi»Kite» md 

The nobles or gentty, by their mintios or 
le^rdbiitatives. 

I. The king, confidered in his capaci^ 
of preiident^ ij only, as it were, the chief of 
Ae diet : he fubicribes all ads; figns all de- 
crees agreed to by the a£reml>ly; ifTues out 
tB orcBnances in his own name, and that of 
^ republie, without enjojring the right of a 
tiegatiTe m any of thoie particulars. He has 
no vote, excepting upoii an equality of fuf- 
fiages; but is at liberty to deliver his fenti- 
ments upon all queftions. His prefent ma- 
jefty is efteemed one of the moft eloquent 
among the Polifti orators ; he has an agree- 
able tone of voice, and much fkill in fuiting 
and varying his cadence to the fubjedts of his 
difcourie : he harangues with great energy 
of ftyle and dignity of manner; and his 
ipeeches always make a confiderable impref- 
fion upon the members of the diet. When 
he is difpofed to fpeak, he rifes from his feat, 
advances a few fteps, and cries out, ** I fum- 

" mon 
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^ men the miniftcrs of ftate to the throne.'* 
Then the great officers of the crown, who arc 
fitting at the lower end of the fenate«houfe» 
come forward and fknd near the king. The 
four great marihals ftrike the ground at the 
fame time with their flafFs of office i and the 
firfl in rank lays, ** The king is going to 
^* fpeak ;" after which his majefty begins. 

II. The fecond efkte, or the ienate,is com^ 
poied of fpiritual and temporal fenators. 

1 . The bifhops or £bnators fpiritual have 
the precedence over the temporal fenators« 
The archbifhop of Gnefha is primate and 
chief of the fenate, and viceroy in cafe qf an 
interregnum. 

2. The temporal are Palatines, Caflellans^ 
and the great officers of ftate. The palatines 

' are the governors of the provinces, who Iiold 
their offices for life. In time of war, when 
the army of the republic is fummoned, the 
palatines levy and lead the force of their pa- 
latinates into the field, according to the te-r 
nure of feudal fervices> in time of peace, 
Ihey convoke the aflemblies of the palatin- 
ates, prefide in the county courts of juflice^ 
and judge the Jews within their refpe<5tive 
jurifdiftions, &c. The Caftellans are divided 

into 
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into Grand and Petty Caftellans : their office, 
in time of peace^ is merely nominal ; but when 
Ac militaiy or feudal fervices are required, 
ihcy are the lieutenants of the palatines, under 
whom they conmiand the troops of the feveral 
difhifts in the palatinates* 

The miniflers of flate, who fit in the fenate, 
are fixteen in number; namely, the two great 
marfhals of Poland and Lithuania, the two 
fub-marfhals, the two great chancellors, the 
two vice-chancellors, the two great generals, 
the two little generals, the two great trea- 
furers, and the two fub-treafurers. 

All the fenators were formerly appointed by 
die king ; but by the late change of govern- 
ment, his majefly's choice is reftriSed to one 
of three candidates prefented by the permanent 
council*. The fenators, once nominated, 
cannot be deprived of their charges, excepting 
by the diet. 

III. The third eflate is formed by the 
nuntios or reprefentatives of the equeftrian 
order. Thefe reprefentatives are chofen in 
the diednes or aflemblies of each palatinate, 
in which every noble or gentleman, at the 

♦ Sec Appendix, N*^ i. 

age 
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age of eighteen, has a vote, or is capable of 
being elected. There is no qualification, ia 
point of property required, either for tb^ 
eledors or elected; it is only neceiJary that 
the nontio fhould be a nohh ; that is, a peribn 
not engaged in trade or coounerce, poi&fling 
land himfelf, or the fon of a perfon ppfleffing 
land,, or of an antient ^jcnily which ibnner]^ 
poffelTed land *. Each nuntio muft be tww^-^ 
three years of age« 

The general proceedings of the diet are as 
follow: The king, fenate, and nuntips, {u^ 
meet all together in the cathedral of Wariaw, 
and hear mafs and a fennon. After iervice» 
the members of the fenate, or upper-houfc, 
repair to the fenate-houfe j and the nuntios, 
or lower-houfe to their chambcis when the 
latter choofe, by a majority of voices, a mar- 
flial, or fpeaker of the equeftrian order: in 
order to jpreclude unneceflary delays, the elec- 
tion is required to take place within three 

* Eft autcm nobilis qui patre nobili natus in fuis pof- 
fefTionibus vivens juribus nobilium utitur. Leng. J. P. v. 
II. p. 8.«*Les nobles qui ont des terres, kurs en£m$ nudes, 
leurs freres, et autres qui font reconnus . pour avoir leurs 
pofTeflions et etre de race ancienne et noble. Loix et Conf. 
de la Diete de 1768, p. 62, 

days 
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cb^ ilter their meeting ♦• Two cky& srfttt 
die choice of their fpeaker^ the king, ienflte, 
and nuntioSy ^flemble in the fenate-fioille; 
Which is called the juni5tion of the t^o hotiTes* 
The nuntios then kifs the king's hand ; and 
the members of the diet take their places in the ^ 
^Bowing order. 

The king is feated, in regal (late» upon t 
rdfed throne, under a canop)^at the upper 
end of the apartnient. At the lower end, 
oppofite the throne, fit in armed chairs the 

'* Formerly, it being ftipulated diat die dedion of dte 
Mtflialnfliould take place as foon as poffible, in nioft. diets 
■mcii time elapfed before a niarflial was chofen; and as 
die fitting of the national aflembly is confined to fix 
weeks, it fometimes happened, that the nuntios could 
never agree in the choice; and feveral diets broke up 
without tranfitftii^ any bufine^. Connor, who vifited 
Poland in John Sobieflu's reign, fays upon this head^ 
* He that defigns to be defied marihal, muft treat the 
" gentry all the while, otherwife he would have no vote 
^ for him ; and commonly they prolong the clcftion, that 
** they may live the longer at the candidate's charges.** 

V. n. p. 92. 

In order to remedy this inconvenience, it was ena£bd 
in 1690, diat the marfhal muft be chofen on the firft day 
of the meeting; ^but in 1768, the time allowed for the 
deSioa was extended to three days. See Leng. J. P. II. 
p^ 312# and Loix et Conft. dc 1768, p. 52. 

minifters 
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miaifters of ftate* The bifhops *, palatines, 
and cailcUans^ arc ranged in three rows of 
armed chairs, extending from the throne on 
tach fide; and behind thefe are placed the 
nuntios upon bencb^es covered with red cloth. 
The fenators have the privilege of wearing 
their caps, but the nuntios remain un« 
covered. 

AU the members being featcd, the Pa£fa 
Conventa are read ; when the fpeaker of the 
cqueftrian order, as well as each nimtb, is 
empowered to interrupt the perufiJ by re- 
monftrating againft the infiingement of any 
particular article, and demanding at the fame 
time a redrefs of grievances. Then the great 
chancellor propofes, in the king's name, the 
queftions to be taken into confideration ; after 
which, his majefty nominates three fenators, 
and the fpeaker fix nuntios, to prepare the 
bills. The diet, by majority of voices, chufes 
a committee to examine the accounts of the 

* Including the archbifliops of Gnefna and Viln^ each 
at the head of his refpe£tive fuffragans. 

The reader will find a print, which gives a faithful 
reprefentation of the diet, in Connor's Hiftorjr of Poland, 
V. IL p. 82. One trifling error muft be correded : the 
feats marked iiii are for the minifters of ftate, wfaeo 
mot ftanding near die throne. 

treafuiy* 
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treafuiy. The mohbcrs* of the permanent 
council are eleded in the manner mentioned 
in die preceding chapter. 

Thefe preliminary tranfa<flions pught to be 
diipatched in the fpace of three weeks; at 
Di^ch period the two houfes feparate: the 
nuntios retire into their own chamber, and all 
die bills imdergo a feparate difcuiSion in both 
houles. Thofe which relate to the trcafury, 
are approved or rejeifted by the fentiments of 
the majority. But in all flate-matters 'f* of 

* Tlie equeftrian members of the laft permanent coun- 
cil are permitted to be prefent in this aflembly without 
having any vote, until the refolutions of the council are 
approved by the diet. The fenators, who have a (eat in 
the council, are prefent of courfe. 

f Matters of flate are thus defined by the conftitution 
of 1768. I. Increafe or alteration of the taxes. 2. Aug<- 
mentation of the army. 3. Treaties of alliance and peace 
with the neighbouring powers. 4. Declaration of war. 
5. Naturalization and creation of nobility. 6. Redudion 
of the coin. 7. Augmentation or diminution in the 
charges of the tribunals, or in the authority of the minifters 
of peace and war. 8. Creation of places. 9. Order of 
holding the diets or dietines. 10. Alterations in the tri- 
bunals. II. Augmentation of the prerogatives of the 
ienatus-confulta. 12. Permiflion to the king to purchafe 
lands for his fucceiTors. 13. Arrier-ban, or fummoning 
die nobles to arms. 

In all thefe cales unanimity is requiiite. See Loix et 
Conft. 4(e la Diet« de 1768, p. 46. 

the 
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the hi^efl: importance no refolution of the 
diet is valid, unlefs ratified by the unammous 
aflent of every nuntio ; each of whom is able 
to fufpend all proceedings by his exertion of 
^t.Lsierum Veto. 

The diet muft not fit longer than fix weeka: 
on the firft day^ therefore, of the iixth week 
the fenate and nuntios meet again in the 
ienate-houfe. The ftate-pbills (provided th^ 
are unanimoufly agreed to by the nuntios, an 
event which ^Idom happens in a ftee diet) 
are pafled into laws ; but if that unanimity 
be wanting to them, they fland rejeded ; and 
the bufinefs relating to the treafury, which 
has been carried by a majority, is read and 
regiftered. 

At the conclufion of the fixth week the 
laws, which have pafled, are figped by the 
fpeaker and nuntios ; and the diet is of course 
diffolved* 

The extraordinary diets are fubjeft to the 
fame regulations as the ordinary diets, with 
this difference, that they cannot, by the con- 
ftitutions of 1768, continue longer than a 
fortnight. The fame day in which the two 
houfes affemble in the fenate-houfe, the quef- - 
tions are to be laid before them; and the' 
nuntios return immediately to their own 

chamber*. 
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chamber. On the thirteenth day from their 
firft meeting, the two houfcs arc again united; 
and on the fifteenth day, after the laws have 
been read and figned, the diet breaks up as 
ufuaL 

The moft extraordinary charaderillic in 
the conftitution of Poland, and which feems 
peculiarly to diflinguifh this government from 
all others, both in antient and modem times, 
is the Lucrum Veto, or the power which each 
nuntio enjoys in a free diet*, not only like 
die tribunes erf" antient Rome, of putting a 
negative upon any law, but even of difTolving 
the aflembly. That every member of a nu- 
merous fbciety fhould be inverted with fuch 
a dangerous privilege, in the midft of the 
mofl important national transitions, is^ a 
circumflance in itfelf (o incredible, as to 
deferve a minute enquiry into the caufes 
which introduced a cuftom fb pregnant 
with anarchy, and fo detrimental to public 
welfare. 

The privilege in queftion is not to be found 
in any period of the Polifli hiftory, antece* 

♦ A free diet, in which uiummity is requifitc, is dif- 
tinguilhed {rom a diet of confederacy, in W'hich 9II buflnefi 
i» carried by die majority. 

Vol. I. H dent 
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4ent to the reign of John Cafimir. It was 
under his adminiftration, that in the year 
1652, when the diet of Warlaw was debating 
upon tranfailions of the utmoil importance 
which required a fpeedy determination, that 
Sicinfki, nuntio of Upita in Lithuania, cried 
out, " I flop the proceedings *." Having ut- 
tered thefe words, he quitted the aiTembly, 
and, repairing immediately to the chancellor, 
protefted; that as many adts had been pro- 
pofed and carried contrary to the conftitution 
of the republic, if the diet continued to fit, he 
fhould confider it as an infringement of the 
kws. The members were thunderftruck at 
a proteft of this nature, hitherto unknown. 
Wann debates took place about the propriety 
of continuing or difTolving the diet : at length, 
however, the venal and difcontented fadtion» 
who lupported the protefl, obtained the ma- 
jority; and the afTembly broke up in great 
confufion. 

This tranfadion changed entirely tlie con- 
ftitution of Poland, and gave an unlimited 
fcope to mifrule and faftion. The caufes 
\yhich induced the Poles to acquiefce in 
eilablifliing the Liberum Veto^ thus cafually 
introduced, were probably the following. 

♦ Lcng. Jus Pub, V. 11. p* 215. 

I. It 
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I • It was ' the intereft of the great officers 
of ftatc, particularly the great general, the 
great treafurer, and great marfhal, in whoie 
hands were vcfted the adminiftration of the 
army, the finances, and the police, to abridge 
the fitting of the diet, Thefe great officers 
of flate, being once nominated by the king, 
enjoyed their appointments for life^^ totally 
independent of his authority, and liable to 
no controul during the intervals of the diets, 
tD which alone they were refponfible. This 
powerfiil body accordingly ftrongly efpoufed 
the Liberum Veto \ confcious that they could 
eafily, and at all times, fecure a nuntio to 
pioteft; and by that means elude all en- 
quiry into their adminiftration. 2. By a 
fimdamental law of the republic, nobles 
accufed of certain capital crimes could only 
be brought to trial before the diet; and as, 
at the period juft mentioned, many perfons 
ftood under that defcription, all thefe and 
their adherents naturally favoured an expe- 
dient tending to diflblve the only tribunal, by 
which they could be convidled and puniftied. 
3. The exigencies of the ftate, occafioned 
by the continual wars in which Poland had 
been engaged, demanded, at, this particular 
crifis, an impofition of feveral heavy taxes: 

H 2 and 
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and as the fole power of levying all pecuniary 
aids refided in the diet ; all the nuntios, who 
oppofe the raifing of additional fubfidies, fe- 
conded the propofal for fhortening the dura* 
tion of that aflembly. 4. But the principal 
reafon, which carried through, and afterwards 
fupported the power of diflblving diets, is to 
be derived from the influence of fome of the 
great neighbouring powers, interefled to fi>- 
ment anarchy . and confufion in the PoUlh 
counfels. Before this period, if they wiftied 
to form a cabal, and to carry any point in the 
national afTembly, they were obliged to fecure 
a majority of votes : under the new arrange- 
ment they were able to attain their end on 
much eafier terms ; and to put an end to any 
diet unfriendly to their views, by the corrup- 
tion of a fingle member. 

The bad effedls of the Liberum Veto were 
foon felt by the nation to fuch an alarming 
degree, that all the members in the diet of 
1670 bound themfelves by an oath not to 
exert it; and even paflTed a refolution that 
it fhould be entirely void of efFeft during the 
continuance of that meeting. Notwithftand- 
ing, however, thefe falutary precautions, one 
Zabokrzifki, nuntio from the palatinate of 

Bratlau, 
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Bradau^ interpofing his negative^ brought this 
veiy diet to a premature <iiirolution *. 

This Liberum ^<?ir<?^.indped, has been al- 
ways confidered by the m(lit-;iptelligent Poles 
as one of the principal C££uies> which has 
contributed to the decline of ihair country. 
From the sera of its eftabliihiheirt; public 
bufinefs has continually fufFered the -inoft 
&tal interruption; it abruptly broke up icvcp 
diets in the reign of John Cafimir; four under' 
Michael; feven under John Sobiefki; and 
thirty during the reigns of the two AugufH : 
£o that, within the ipace of 112 years, 48 
diets have been precipitately diflblved by its 
operation; during which period Poland has 
continued almoft without laws, without juf- 
tice, and, excepting the reign of John Sobiefki, 
with few fymptoms of military vigour. Yet 
fo ftrongly did the piotives above difplayed 
attach die Poles to this pernicious privilege^ 
that in the adt of confederacy, framed in 1696^ 
after the deceafe of John Sobiefki, the Liberum 
Veto is called the deareft and moft invaluable 
palladium of Polifli liberty -f-. 

The Poles, however, having fatally expe- 
jienced the diforders arifmg from the Libe^ 

* Zawodchi Hift. Arcana. 

f Unlcum et fpecialiffimum Jus Cardinalcr 

H 3 rum 
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rum Veto, would certainly have abolifhed it,, 
if they had not been* prevented by the parti-, 
tioning powers : aiicf it ftill exifts in its full 
force*. It fliQuld/bepbferved, that neither 
the king nor;'the"fenate, but only the nuntios, 
enjoy the 'plover of interpofing this negative 
Vpon the proceedings of the diet -f-, 

,♦. It yould appear, at firft fight, as if, by the following 
.fe^fation, eftabliflied by the diet of 1768, the exertion of 
Ac Liberum Veto was in fome inftances retrained. " The 
'^ abfence of a nuntio, who has interrupted the proceed- 
<< ings of the diet, (hall be no hindrance to the tranfaftion 
^ of treafury matters." Loix et Conft. de la Diete de 
Varfovie, 1768, p. 56. But this reftriftion of the Liberum 
Veto^ in tSe&y is of no validity. 

For among the cardinal laws eftabliflied by the fame 
diet, it is cnaded, ^ that matters of ftate cannot be pafled 
** but by a free diet and unanimous confent ;'* p. 18- 
And again, ** that after the treafury bufmefs, matters of 
♦* ftate fliall be brought forward, when the oppofitionof 
** a fingle nuntio fliall flop all proceedings j" p. 56. 
And in another place, it is decreed, that in free diets, the 
** Liberum Veto fliall hold good in all matters of ftate j" 
p. 44. When we recolleft the definition of ftate matters 
(p. 95, note f ), we cannot but perceive, that the power 
of interpofing a negative ftill efFedtually exifts j yet any 
limitation is of fome fervice, as it tends to the introduSion 
of order. Since 1777, feveral free diets have been con*- 
vened ; but without efFefling any material alteration. 

+ Lengnich fays, that the fenators have the power of 
breaking up the diet \ but he adds, that they never make 
ufe of this privilege ; Jus Pub. II. p. 46. which amounts 
to the fame as their not having it. 

It 
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It will naturally (hike the reader, that if 
every reprefentative poffefles the Liberum Veto, 
how can any tranfaftion be carried on? or 
how is it poffible that any one bill fhould 
pafs into a law ? for no motion can be con- 
ceived which is not liable to be oppofed by 
the intrigues of party, or the jealoufy of 
the neighbouring powers. In order, there- 
fore, to avoid the anarchy attendant upon 
free diets through the operation of the i/- 
berum Veto, the Poles have lately had recourfc 
to diets by confederacy ; which, though com- 
pofed of the fame members, and held under 
the fame exterior forms as free diets, difier 
from them in the eflential circumftance of 
allowing bufinefs to be determined by the 
plurality of votes. Thefe diets have long 
been known to the conftitution, and have 
at times been ufed upon extraordinary emer- 
gencies ; but within thefe ten years they have 
been regularly held at the flated time for 
fummoning ordinary diets. Indeed, accord- 
ing to the true principles of the Polifh go- , 
vemment, no confederacy ought to be entered 
into, excepting upon the following occa- 
(ions : in defence of the king's perfon, upon 
any foreign invafion or domeftic confpiracy; 
and during an interregnum at the diets of 

H 4 convocation 
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convocation and election *. But as no other 
means have been found to prevent perpetual 
anarchy, the nation is obliged to fubmit to an 
infringement of the conftitution, which ope*» 
rates for the general good •{•• 

PIET OF ELECTION. 

Durmg my continuance at Warlaw I vifited 
the fpot where the kings of Poland are chofen. 
I was fb fortunate as to be accompanied by a 
nobleman of the fenate, who obligingly ex- 
plained all the forms and ceremonies of the 
dedion, and anfwered all the queflions which 
my curiofity fuggefted to me upon the oc- 
cdion. Immediately upon my return to War- 
iaw, while the impreffion was yet warm upon 
my memory, I noted down the following ac- 
count of the place and mode of eledtion : I 
was more circumflantial than ufual, as well 
bccaufe the fubjeft is interefting; as becauie 

♦ It is decreed, however, by the code of 1768, that in 
every diet of convocation all ftate matters muft pafs una- 
fiimoufly, p. 58. 

t But as it is enafted by the diet of 1768, that all 
matters of ftate muft be carried unanimoufly in free diets, 
I prcfume that the diets by confederacy only traniaft the 
common bufinefs, without making any new laws, or repeal-^ 
\n^ old ftatutes, 

mod 



C. 5-'^^^'^ ^^ ELECTION. 105 

moft of the dcfcriptions which I have read of 
diis ceremony abound with errors. 

The fpot, which is fettled by the conftitu- 
tbn for the place of eledtion, is the plain o£ 
Vola, about three miles from the capital. 
In the midft of this plain are two enclofures 
of ground, one for the fenate, and the other 
for the nuntios. The former is of an ob- 
long {hape, furrpunded by a kind of rampart 
or ditch ; in the midft of which is ered:ed, at 
the time of eleftion, a temporary building of " 
wood^ c$i\lGd/zopa,, covered at top and open 
at the fides. Near it is the other enclofure 
for the nuntios, of a circular fhape, fi-om 
which it derives its name of io/a or circle, 
within which there is no building eredted, 
the nuntios aflembling in the open air. 
When the two chambers are joined, they meet 
within the io/a, the ienators chairs and the 
benches for the nuntios being ranged in the 
fame regular order as in the fenate-houfe at 
Warfaw, while the feat of the primate is 
placed in the middle. The /zopa is always 
pulled down at the conclufion of the eledtion ; 
fo that I could only trace the fite of the en- 
clofures, the ramparts of earth remaining in 
the lame ftate. I had an opportunity, how- 
ever, of feeing a painting reprefenting xh&fzopa 

and 
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and whole fcene of eleftiony which, as I was 
informed, was perfedlly accurate. 

But before I defcribe the ekdion, it may 
be neceflary to give a fhort detail of the prin- 
cipal occurrences which prece^ that cere- 
mony. 

Upon the king's demife the interregnum 
conrniences : the regal authority is then veiled 
in the archbifliop of Gnefha primate of Poland, 
as interrex or regent. He announces the 
death of the king by circular letters, convokes 
the dietines and diets of convocation ; and, in 
a word, performs all the fundtions of royalty 
during the vacancy in the throne. 

The diet, which is firft convened upon the 
Ibvereign's deceafe, is called the diet of con- 
vocation; and is always held at Warfaw, 
previous to the diet of eledtion, which aflem- 
bles in the plain of Vola. The fovereign au- 
thority refides in this affembly, in the fame 
manner as in thofe which are fummoned 
while the throne is filled. The primate pre- 
fides like the king, with this difference, that 
he does not place himfelf upon the throne, 
but fits in an armed chair flationed in the 
middle of the fenate-houfe. The diet ifTues 
put z&s or ordinances, arranges or changes 
the form of government, fettles the Pa£fa 

Conventa, 
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Cmventa, and appoints the meeting of the 
diet of eleftion. The interval between the 
death of the king and the nomination of' his 
fucceflbr is uncertain; its longer or fhorter 
duration depending upon the intrigues and 
cabals of the candidates, or the pleafure of 
thofe foreign powers, who give law to Poland. 
It is always a ftate of turbulence and licen* 
tioufnefs ; the kingdom is divided into parties 
and faftions ; juftice is in a manner fufpended ; 
and the nobles commit every diforder with 
impunity. 

Unanimity * being requifite in all matters 
of ftate, it is eafy to conceive the delays and 
cabals, the influence and corruption, em- 
ployed to gain the members in the diet of 
convocsition. As foon as all the points are 
adjufted, whether the adts have pafled unani- 
moirfly or otherwife, the members, previous 
to their feparation, enter into a general con- 
federacy to fupport and maintain the refolu- 
tions of the diet. 

♦ This unanimity, in h&y dots not cxift; for the 
ftrongeft fide forces the weaker to accede or to retire. 
Yet in the diet of 1768 it was enaded, that in the diets 
rf convocation ftate queftions could only be carried una- 
nimoufly. Several diets of convocation have been fre* 
quently aflembled before all the affairs could be finally 
arranged. 

4 At 
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At the appointed day the diet of eledion is 
aflembled, during which Warfaw and its en- 
virons is a fcene of confiifion, and frequently 
of bloodfhed. The chief nobility have large 
bo&ies of troops in their fervice, and repair to 
the diet attended by their numerous vaflals 
and a large retinue of domeftics ; while each 
petty baron, who can afford to maintain then\» 
parades about with his retainers and flaves. 

On the day in which the diet of eledlion 
is opened, the primate, fenate, and nobilit^t 
repair to the cathedral of Wariaw, to hear 
mafs and a fermon; from whence they pro- 
ceed in due order to the plain of Vola. The 
fcnators enter the fzopa, and the nuntios take 
their places within the kola^ while the other 
nobles are ftationed in the plain. The fe- 
nate and the nuntios, after having paffed their 
refpeftive refolutions, as in the ordinary diets, 
aflemble together in the kola^ when the pri- 
mate, feated in the middle, lays before them 
the objefts to be taken into confideration ; 
the PaSla Conventa, fetled at the diet of con- 
vocation, are read and approved, all neceflary 
arrangements made, and the day of election 
appointed. The diet then gives audience to 
the foreign minifters, who are permitted by 
recommendation to interfere in the chpice of 

a king, 
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a. king, and to the advocates oif the fevcral 
candidates. All thefe affairs take up ieveral 
^ys; and would perhaps never be termi- 
nated, as unanimity is requifite ; if the afleip- 
bly was not overawed by the foreign troops, 
who are -always quartered near the plain of 
dedion. 

Upon the day appointed for the eledlion, the 
fenate and nuntios ailemble, as before, in the 
kola, while the nobles are ranged in the open 
field in feparate bodies, according to their feveral 
palatinates, with ftandards borne before them, 
and the principal officers of each diftridl on 
horfeback. • The primate, having declared 
the names of the candidates, kneels down and 
chants a hymn ; after which the fenators and 
nuntios join the gentry of their refpedlive 
palatinates : then the primate, on horfeback, 
or in a carriage, goes round the plain to the 
different bodies of the gentry as they are 
flationed according to their palatinates ; and, 
having collected the votes, proclaims the fuc- 
cefsfiil candidate. Each noble does not give 
his vote feparately, for that would be end- 
Icfs; but when the primate goes round, the 
coUcdHve body of each palatinate nahie the 
perfon they efpoufe. At the conclufion of 
this ceremony die afTembly breaks up. 

On 
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On the following day the ienate and nun- 
tios return to the plain; the fucce&fiil can- 
didate is again proclaimed, and a depu^ 
diipatched to acquaint him of his elcdion, as 
no candidate is allowed to be pieient. After 
the proclamation, the gentry retire; and 
the diet, having appointed the diet of coro- 
nation, is difTolved* 

All eledions are contefted: not indeed 
upon the fpot; for the terror of a nei^- 
bouring army has, for fbme time paft, forced, 
the nobles to appear unanimous. But the 
party who diiTent, retiring fit»n the plain» 
remonflrate; and if they are fufficiently 
ftrong, a civil war enfues. Indeed the con- 
fufion, diforder, and bloodflied which former- 
ly attended thefe . popular eledions would 
ftill be renewed, if it were not for the inter- 
ference . of foreign troops : and thus the coun- 
try draws feme advantage from an evil, which 
is confidered by tlie Poles as the difgrace and 
fcandal of every eledtion. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

/• Finances and taxes of Poland. — Revenue of 
the king. — //. Commerce. — General e^cports 
and imports. — Caufes of the low Jiate of 
trade. — Failure of the plan of opening the 
navigation of the Dniejler. — Navigation of 
the Notez. — ///. Military ejiablijhment.—^ 
Corps of Wans. — State of the army. — Confe-* 
deracies. — Ruffian troops. 

I. FINANCES AND TAXES OF POLAND, 

THE following extradt from the pro- 
ceedings of the diet of 1768, will fbrve 
to fliew the annual receipts and difburfements 
of government before the difmemberment : 
** The annual revenues of the treafury of the 
*♦ crown*, amount to 10,748,245 florins 
*• = jC- 298,562. 7 J. z\d. The expences to 
•• 17,050,000 = >r.473,6i I. 2J. 2\d. It 
** would be neceflary, therefore, to increafe 
^* the. revenues, fo as to anfwer the excefs of 

* Poland, excluflve of Lithuania. 

" the 
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** the cxpenccs above the receipts, namely, 
** 6,301,755 florins = ;^. 175,048. 15J.; but 
'* as a part of the antient revenues muft 
** be aboliflicd, the new taxes muft yield 
'* 10,236,737 florins = X^,284,353. 13J.4V/. 

** The treafury of Lithuania produces the an- 
«' nual fum of 3,646,628 =>C- 101,295. 4^- 6//. 
** the ^expences amount to 6,478,142 = 
*' iC* ^ 79*948 • 7 s. 6 d. The revenues ought 
'" therefore to be augmented 2,831,514 = 
'* £^7^96 ^2* 3^* 4^- S^' ^s (bme antient im- 
•* pofts muft be abolifhed, the new taxes muft 
•• yield 4,250,481 =£. 1 18,068. i8j, 4J. *" 

Poland, by the late difinemberment, loft 
nearly half of her annual income ; namely, 
that part arifing from the ftarofties now oc- 
cupied by the partitioning powers ; from the 
duties ^f* upon merchandize fent down the 
Viftula to Dantzic ; and particularly from the 
profits of the fait mines in Auftrian Poland. 
Thofe of Wielitfka % alone amounted to 
3,500,000 Polifti florins, or ^T. 97,222 fter- 
ling, which was nearly equal to a fourth part 

♦ Loix et Conft. de la Diete dc 1768, p. 70. 
t The greateft part of thefe duties are now paid to the 
king of PrufHa. 

} See Book II. Chapter 2. 

§ of 
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of the government revenues before the parti- 
tion. 

In order to fupply this deficiency, it be- 
came necefTary to nevvr-model and incrcafe 
the taxes« Accordingly, in the diet of 1775, 
a. few of the. old taxes were abolijQied; fome 
were augmented ^ and others were added; fo 
as to make the neat revenues as high as they 
were before the difmemberment. 

The principal taxes are as follow : 

Poll-tax of the Jews. Each Jew, both 
mak and female, infants and adults, pays 
three Polifh florins, or about is. %d. per 
annum ; this impofition, which is of very old 
(landing, was augmented in 1775 a florin per 
head. 

A fourth of the flaroflies. Thefe are the 
great fiefs of the crovra, in the king's gift, 
Jiolden by the poflfeflfors during life. The 
flaroft enjoys, befide large eilates in land, 
territorial jurifdidtion ; the fourth of his re- 
venues arifing from the land is paid into the 
treafury of the republic. By the late change 
of government thefe flaroflies, after the de- 
mife of the perfbns now enjoying them, and 
of thofe who have the reverfion, are to revert 
tt) the public, and their whole amount to 
Vol. I. I be 
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be appropriated to the expences of govern- 
ment *. 

Excife of beer, liieadi and fpirituous liqtiors 
diftilled from com. This article muft not 
be inconfiderable, confidering the quantity of 
com grown in Poland, which, for want of 
fcxtemal comm^ce, cannot be e3q>orted, tad 
the propenfity of the people to fpirituo&s 
liquors. 

Monopoly of tobacco. Different duties 
Upon importation and exportation. For- 
tocrlyall the nobles were permitted to Mll^ 
])!prt and export fereign goods and merchafi<«- 
dize free of duty> a privilege which effeattaMy 
immiibcd, and alihoft abforbed> the profits 
of the tax in quelHon. In 1775 this ri^t 
was abolifhed ; arid all imported and exported 
commodities now pay duty without any dif- 
tindtion. Confidering the great quantity of 
foreign manufadures introduced into Poland, 
and chiefly for the ufe of the nobility, this 
idteration mufltnake a confiderable addition to 
the revenues of government. 

Tax upon chimnies. Before the partition, 
this tax was confined to Lithuania: in 1775 

^ See the accouxit of the Permanent Cmincil, Appendix^ 

it 
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U was reodqred general and coniiderably aug<^ 
nN^te4 : it is the mofl profitable of all the 
itfl^, but lies vejy heavy upon the common 
pcppk and peafants. Each chimney is aiTefled 
m the following proportion. In palaces, or 
Itoufes of the chief nobility, at i6 Polish 
Ik^ins per ann. = about is. zld.^ houfes of 
the priopipal merchants in Warfaw at 15 :sa 
ys. yd.*, other brick houfes from 10 to 14 
ssB= fixim 5 Jt jld.tojs.i id. ; wooden houfes 
firom 6 t9 8 = from 3X. ^d. to 4/. 6id.i 
bcftlv^uies in other large towns 12 = 6s. Sd^t 
]a the imall towns and villages from 6 to 8 
SB jx. 44/. to 4X. 6 id.; pea/ants cottages 
from 5 to 7 = 2s. gid. to 4/. The pea- 
iants pay no other tax to government; and 
indeed, confidering their poverty, and the 
oppre^ion of their lords and great nobility, 
this addition is more than they can well fup-- 
port. 

All thefe feveral impofts amount to 
1 1^28,461 Poliih florins, or iC* 3^3»^^2 ^^^~ 
ling. 

The king received before the partition a 
neat revenue of 7,000,000 PoUfh florins, or 
iC* 194*500, which arofe from the royal de- 
mcfiies and the profit of the falt-works. In 
order to indemnify him for the lofs of the 

I 2 fait- 
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lalt-works, and the royal cftatcs iituated in 
the difmembercd provinces, he draws from 
the public treafury 2,666,666 florins, or 
j^. 74,074 flerling; which, in addition to the , 
remaining royal demefnes, and fome flarc^ties 
granted for his ufe, make* his prefent income 
the fame as before the difmcmberment. Out 
of this income he only pays his houfhbld ex- 
pences and menial fervants ; the falaiy of the 
great officers of ftate, and the other general 
expences, being fupplied from the public 
fund. The whole revenue of. government, 
including the royal demefnes and ftarofties 
lately granted to the king, amount, to 
15,961,795 florins, or >C-443>938; and by 
fubflrading the 7,000,000 florins appropriated 
to the king's privy purfe, there remains for 
the fupport of the army, the falaries of the 
great officers of fl:ate, and other general charges, 
only 8,961,795 florins, or jr.248,938, is. z 
fum fo fmall, that it hardly feems in any wife 
equal to the purpofes for which it is defigned. 
And yet it is adequate to the ordinary current 
expences : for the regular army is fmall, the 
great officers of ftate receive little or nothing 
from the public treafury, being amply re- 
warded with the royal fiefs, Which are fo nu- 
merous and profitable; each palatinate pays 

its 
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its own officers from its private treafury; 
while the feveral judges, jufHces of the peace, 
and other civil officers who enjoy territorial 
jurifdidion, may enrich themfelves fufficiently 
by extortions and opprefjions without any 
^dary. 



11. COMMERCE OF POLAND. 

Poland contains feveral navigable rivers, 
which flow through its dominions in all 
dirc£tions; and convey its exports to •the 
havens of the Baltic. By means of the Vif- 
tula and the rivers falling into it, the pro- 
ductions of the palatinates of Cracow, Lublin, 
and Mafovia, are fent to Thorn, and from 
thence to Dantzic and Konigfburg. By the 
Niemen the commodities • of Lithuania are 
trjmfported to Memmel; and by the Duna 
thofe of Eaftern Lithuania and White Ruffia 
to Riga. The chief exports of Poland are 
all fpecies of grain, hemp, flax, cattle, mails, 
planks, timber for fhip-building, pitch and 
tar, honey, wax, tallow, pot-afh, and leather : 
its imports are foreign wines, cloths, ftufFg, 
)»anu£i€tured filks and (;otton, fine linen, 
I '3 hardware, 
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hardware, tin, copper, filver and gold, glafs 
ware, fors, &c. 

From the various productions and great 
fertility of Poland, its trade might be carriedi 
to a confiderable height; but the foDowihg 
caufes tend to fupprefs the fpirit of com-> 
merce. 

!• The nobles are degraded if they engage 
in any kind of traffic. 2. The burghers q£ 
the lai^ towns are not fufficiently rich to 
eftablifh any manufadtures ; and either through 
want of induftry, or through dread of exceffive 
^cxtortions from the principal nobility, leave 
almoft all the retail-trade in the hands of 
foreigners and Jews. The inhabitants of thfe 
finall towns, who are expofed to greater op- 
preffions, are ftill more difqualified from pur- 
fuing any branch of commerce. 3- The 
peafants being flaves, and the property of 
their mafter, cannot retire from the pl^e 
of their nativity without his confent. Jcrfin 
Albert, obferving that commerce could never^ 
Hourifh while this reftria:ion fubfifted, enadled, 
that one peafimt in a family fhould be per- 
mitted to quit his village, either for the pur- 
pofe of trade or literature; but the claufe, by 
which they were enjoined to obtain the con- 
X fent 
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fcnt of iJn^ lQrd» fruflrated the purpofe g£ this 
in(cellent law^ ap4 rendered it nugatory *. 

As the Poks are oblige4 to draw fron} 
fereign countries the greateft part of the 
manu&ftured goods neccflaxy for their inte- 
rior cpnfumption; the fpecie which is ex- 
ported exceeds the imported more than 
20,000,000 PoUih florins, or JT. SSS^SSS* 

Poland has been called the granary of the 
North; an appellation which it feems to de- 
fcrvc rather from its fornjer than from its pre- 
sent fertility. For its lands not being fuffi- 
cfently cultivated, as well on account of the 
ilavery of the peafants, as the unequal diftri- 
botion of property ; the exportation of corn 
is by no means anfwerable to the genera} 
nature of the foil, or the extent of its pro- 
vinces, which, if properly improved, would 
be capable of fupplying half Europe with 
grain. Several palatinates in Poland, and 
more particularly Podolia and Kiovia„ are 
extremely adapted to the produdtion of grain : 
though many parts of thefe provinces remain 
uncultivated ; yet the portion which is in til- 
lage yields a greater fupply than is neceflary 
for the confumption of the inhabitants. The 

« Stat. Reg. Pol. p. 169. 

I 4 only 
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only method of employing the overplus is to 
extradt from it a fpirituous liquor- But an 
ingenious Polifh author* has fhown, that 
the provinces in queftion might undoubtedly 
fend their grain down the Dniefter through 
Turkifli Moldavia ; and open an intercourfe 
with the ports of the Black Sea, This pro- 
jeifl was formerly in agitation. 

During the reign of Sigifmond Auguftus, 
Cardinal Commandon, in travelling idirough 
Podolia, being much ftruck with the fertility 
of that province, firft fuggefted the meafure; 
and Sigifmond, having obtained the concur- 
rence of the grand Signor, aftually difpatched 
fome Poles down the Dniefter, to explore the 
ftate of the river. But the perfons employed 
on this occafion, happening after a few days 
voyage to meet with fome impediments from 
rocks and fand-banks, declared, without any 
further examination, that the Dneifter was not 
navigable ; and although Commandon repre- 
fented to the king, that the obftacles pointed 
out might, without any great difficulty, be 

♦ M. de Wiebitfki, a Polifli gentleman of great learn- 
ing and information. The treatifc alluded to in this and 
other places of this work, is written in the Polifh language, 
and called Patriotic Letters, addreffed to the Chancellor 
Z^noiiki. 

furmountcd ; 
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furmourited ; yet the projeft was poftponed, 
and never again revived *• 

The judicious author above-mentioned -f-, 
in touching upon this fubjedl, laments the ig- 
norance of his countrymen ; and ridicules the 
precipitation with which tjiey abandoned a' 
plan fo favourable to the improvement of 
their commerce. He fhews, that the inat- 
tention of the Poles to the natural advantages 
of their country has been exemplified in an- 
other inftance of a fimilar kind. By means 
of the Notez, a river of Great Poland, which 
fells into the Oder, the Poles might have 
conveyed grain into Silefia, and from thence 
down the Oder into other parts of Germany. 
But they never attempted the navigation of 
the Notez, from an ill-founded perfuafion of 
its not being practicable. No fooner, how- 
ever, had the king of Pruffia acquired the 
country through which that river takes its 
courfe, than it was inftantly, and without 
undergoing the leaft alteration, covered with 
veiTels. 

* Vie de Commandon* 
t Mr. de Wicbitfki. 
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III- MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 

The king has a corps of near i,ooo troops 
in his own pay, and entirely dependent upoa 
himfelf, Thefe troops confift chiefly of Ulans 
or light horfe, who furnifh alternately the 
cfcort which accompanies his majefty. Wc 
faw a finall party, about thirty, who were 
encamped near his villa, and had afterwards 
an opportunity of examining them more mi- 
nutely. The Ulans are chiefly Tartars, many 
of them Mahometans, and are greatly to be 
relied on for their fidelity. The corps is 
compofed of gentlemen and vaflals: they all 
form in fquadron together, but are differently 
armed ; they indifcriminately carry both fabres 
and pifl:ols, but the gentlemen only bear lances 
of about ten feet long ; inftead of which, the 
others are armed with carabines. Their drefs 
is a high fiir cap, a green and red jacket, 
"pantaloons of the fame colour, which cover 
the boots as low as the ankle; and a petti- 
coat* of white cloth defcending to the knee. 
Their heads are all fliaved after the Polifli 
manner *. Their lances, at the end of which 

* See Book IL Chapter II. 

is 
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is faftened a long fwallow-tailed flag of black 
and red cloth, are fhorter and weaker than 
thoie of the Auftrian Croats ; but they cany 
and ufe them much in the fame manner, and 
with no lefs dexterity. The men, though of 
different fizes, feemed fine and well grown; 
but were greatly disfigured with their petti- 
coats and pantaloons. Their horfes were 
about fourteen hands high, of remarkable 
ipirit, with great ftrength of fhoulder. Po- 
land is much efteemed for its breed of horfes ; 
and the king of Pruflia procures his light 
cavalry fix)m this country. The breed, how- 
ever, has been almoft ruined during the late 
civil wars, and the^ nobility are now chiefly 
fupplied from Tartafy. 

The armies of Poland and Lithuania ait 
independent of each other, being feparately 
commanded, and under the direftion of the 
refpeiftive great generals. In time of war 
the king in perfon may lead the forces of the 
republic. Formerly the power of thcfe great 
generals was uncontrouled, excepting by the 
diet, to which alone they were amenable for 
their adminiftration. Their enormous autho- 
rit)% however, underwent fome limitation in 
1768, by the appointment of a committee of 
war, of which they are perpetual prefidents ; 

and 
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and was ftiU further circumfcribed by the efla- 
blifhment of the military department in the 
permanent council, whofe office is defcribed in 
the Appendix, N"* i . 

In 1778 the following was the ftate of the 
Polifh army. 

Troops of Poland. 

Complement. "Effe&lvc men. Wandnf . 

Staff officers - - 27 2j — 

Cavalry ^ - - 4997 4708 289 

"•^^"f^l] 7«86 6703 583 
Total of Poland . 123 10 11438 872 

Army of Lithuania. 

Staff officers - - 25 25 — ^ 

Cavalry - - - 2670 2497 ^7Z 

artillery - -i ^'^ ^^ -* ■^ -> 

Total of Lithuania 7465 6987 478 
Total of the Polifli and Lithuanian troops, 

19775 18425 1350 

The 



C.6. AftM y OF Por AITD. t2$ 

The flanding army of Poland being fb in- 
confiderablc ; the defence of the country, in 
cafe of invafiort, is left to the gentry at large, 
who are aflertiblcd by regular fununons from 
the king with the confent of the diet. Every 
palatinate is divided into diftrids, over each of 
which "proper officers are appointed ; and every 
perfon {x)fleffing free and noble tenures is 
bound to military fervice, cither fingly or 
at the head ,of a certain number of , his 
tetainers, according to the extent and nature 
of his pofleflions. The troops thus aflembled 
are obliged only to ferve for a Hmited time; 
and arc not under the ncceffity of marching 
beyond the limits of their country. The 
mode of levying and maintaining this army 
is exactly fimilar to that pradtifed under the 
feudal fyjftem. At prcfeat, though it is ^r 
moft totally unfit for the purpofcs of repel- 
ling a foreign enemy, it is yet a powerful 
inftrument in the hands of domeftic: faction : 
for the expedition with which it is raifed under 
the feudal regulations, &cilitates the formation 
of thofe dangerous confederacies, which fudr 
denly ftart up on the contefted defl;k)n c^a 
fovereign> or whenever, the ftobles are, at vari- 
ance with each other. 

Thqre 
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. There art two forts of confederacies. The 
firft ate thofe formed with the conient of 
the king, fbnate» or equeftrian order, aiiera- 
bled in the diet ; by which the whole nation 
confederates for the good of the country. 
The iecond arc the confederacies of the &• 
vend palatinates, which unite for the piirpoie 
of redrefling any grievances, or remonArat*- 
ing againd encroachments of the fbvereiga 
power. Thefe may be particular, or general^ 
and are ufually the forerunners of a civil war. 
The general confederacy, which is always in 
(^ppofition to the king, is called Rokoz, and 
is formed by the union of the particular con* 
iederacies. 

As every PoMi gentleman has a right to 
maintain as many troops as he chufes, it may 
eafily be conceived, that each palatinate is 
ihj^ fcene of occafional difputes and petty 
contentions between the principal nobles, 
and fbmetimes even between their refpedive 
retainers. In fuch a dreadful ftate of anar- 
chy, it is a wonder that the whole kingdom 
is not a perpetual fcene of endlefs com-r 
motionsy and that the nation is compofed of 
any thing elie but lawlefs banditti. It re- 
dounds, therefore, greatly to the honour of 

the 
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tbe natuml difpofition of the 1^3le8, that amid 
all. thefe kicentlyes to confuiion, a much 
gfMtor degree of tranquillity, than could be 
WtU espeaied, is maintained. 

The RuITian troc^s have been fo long 
^uutered in this country, Aat they may 
almoft be confidened as fbmung part of the 
national araiy. The whole kingdom is en- 
tirely under the protection, or, in other words, 
under the power of Ruffia, who rules over 
it with the fame unbounded authority as over 
one of its own provinces. The king is in 
effed little more than a viceroy; while the 
Ruffian embaflador has the real fovereignty, 
and regulates all the affairs of the kingdom 
according to the diredlion of his court. The 
emprefs maintains within the country about 
10,000 foldiers. Every garrifon is compof- 
ed of Ruffian and native troops ; a thoufand of 
the former are ftationed at Warfaw ; aad each 
gate of the town is guarded by a Ruffian and 
Polifh centinel. In a word, the Ruffian 
troops hold the nobles in fubjedtion; and 
for the prefent prevent internal feuds and 
commotions. But when Poland (if ever that 
event fhould happen) fhall be again left to 
hcrielfy the fame fury of contending parties. 



now 
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now finothered, but not annihilated, will 
probably break out with redoubled fiiry ; 
and again generate thofe difturbances which 
have long convulfed this unhappy kingdom: 
and to what a wretched ftate is that country 
reduced, which owes its tranquillity to the 
interpofition of a foreign army I 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIL 

9etcieti Jlat^ of Polahcl*-^JDw^« of ik 
mAoMants in to I. Noises or gentry i IL 
Ckrgyi III* Biirgbersi J^^ Feafants,^^ 
State if Vaffalage.—Its fatal effeBi.-^In^ 
fiances of a few nobles v>bo have given liberty 
to tbeir peafants.^-^Aihantages reftUtingfrom 
that pra^ice%^^^^V^ Jews. ^'-^ Population of 
Poland* 



POLISIl Ul)€rly may be cdnlidcred 
as the fource of Polifh wretchednefs ; 
ttid Poland appears to me>. as far as I can 
Judge by the fpecimens Which fell under my 
obienrationi of all countries the moil difh-efTed. 
Nor indeed do the nativefl themfelves attempt 
to palliate of deny this melancholy fa<^. 
Upon expi'efling my furprife at one inftance 
6f the abufe of liberty, to which I had been 
inyfelf a witnefs, to a perfon well verfed in the 
hws of the country, he returned for anfwer^ 
^ If you knew the confufion and anarchy of 
* our conftitution> you would be furprifed 
** at nothing^: many grievances ncceflarily 
Vol, I. 4C ^ exift 
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" exift even in the beft-regulated ftate;s ; what 
" then muft be the cafe in ours, which of 
" all governments is the moft deteftable ?" 
Another lamenting the dreadful fituation of 
his country, faid to me, " The name of 
'^ Poland Aill remains, but the nation no 
" longer exifls: an univcrfal corruption and 
". venality pervades all ranks of people. Many 
" of the firft nobility do not blufh to receive 
<* penfions from foreign courts : one pro- 
** fefles himfelf publicly an Auftrian, a iecQnd 
" a Prufllan, a third a Frenchman, and a 
" fourth a Ruffian." 

The prefent fituation of the Polifh nation 
impreffed my mind with the moft pathetic 
ideas of fallen greatnefs ; and I could not 
confidcr, without a mixture of regret and fym- 
pathy, a people, who formerly gave law to 
the north, reduced to fo low a ftate of infig- 
nificance and domeftic mifery. The nation 
has few manufadtures, fcarcely any com- 
merce ; a king almoft without authority ; 
the nobles in a ftate of uncontrouled anarchy ; 
tlic peafants groaning under a yoke of feudal 
defpotifm far worfe than the tyranny of an 
abfolute monarch. I never before obferved 
fuch an inequality of fortune, fuch fudden 
.tranfition from extreme riches to extreme 
: ^ poverty; 
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Jxwerty; wherever I turned my eyes, luxury 
and wretchednefs were conftint neighbours. 
In a word, the boafted Polifh liberty is not 
chjdycd in the fmalleft degree by the bulk of 
tiie people, but is confined among the nobles 
or gentry. The truth of thefe remarks will 
appear fh>m the following account of the in- 
habitants; 

The inhabitants of Poland are nobles, cler- 
gy, citizens, and peafants. 

I; The Nobles are divided into two clafles : 
the members df the fenate; and of the equel^- 
trian order. Havings upon a former occa- 
fion*, defcribed the povrers which fenators 
fenjoy in their colledive capacity, it will be 
Unneceffary to repeat them in this place. 

We fliould be greatly deceived if we were 
to underftand the word nohle in our fenfe of 
that term. In the laws of Poland, a noble 
is a perfon who poflefles a fireehoJd -[' eftate, 

or 

* See p. 90. 

f Some citizens4i2ive the right of poiTeffing lands within 
a league of the town which they inhabit ; but thefe lands 
are not free and noble, and are always diftinguiflied frorii 
the freeholds of the nbbles^ the latter are called in the 
ftatute law terrigena^ or earth-born, free to live where 
they pleafe^ to diftinguiib them from perfons ncceflarily 

K t iphabitiog 
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or who can prove his defcent from anceftors 
formerly poffefling a freehold, following no 
trade or conmierce, and at liberty to ci^ooCc 
the place of his habitation. This defcrip* 
tion includes all perfons above burghers and 
peafants. The members of this body bc-» 
low the rank of fenators are called, in a 
collective ftate, the equeftrian order; and in 
their individual capacities nobles, gentlemen^ 
freemen, or land-holders, which appellations 
are fynonymous. 

All the nobles or gent^ are, in the fkriet 
letter of the law, equal by birth ; io that aU 
honours and titles are fuppofed to add nothing 
to their real dignity *. By means of their 

reprefentatives 

inhabiting towns, ^ Quos leges nominant terrigenas, non 
<< alii funt, quam nobiles ; exprimitque prius vocabuluniy 
^ polonicum Ziermanin^ quo in agris fibi et fuo jure vivens 
^ intelligitur, quae nobilium in Polonia eft conditio, qui 
^ non civitates & oppida, fed fua prsedia habitantes, vitam 
« fuo arbitrio difponunt." Leng. Jus Pub. I. p. 297, a 
true feudal diftin&ion. They are alfo ftyled indigena or 
natives, and concivis or fellow-citizens of the republic. 

* It is particularly ftipulated, that titles give no {)rece- 
dence ; which is called in the Pada Conventa of Auguftus 
III. " Jus acqualitatis inter cives regni," &c. upon which 
Lengnich makes the foUowing remark, ^^ Omnis ha^c 
<< nobilitas natura eft xqualis> quod omnes ex ilia, ad 

^ eadeii^ 
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irtprcfcntativcs in the diet, they have a fha» 
mn the legiflative authority: and in (bme 
ca&s> as in the clc<ftion of a king, they af- 
fcmble in perfon; when each noble is capa- 
ble of being elefted a nuntio, of bearing the 
office of a fenator, and of prefcnting himfelf 
as a candidate upon a vacancy in the throne. 
No noble can be arrefted without being pre- 
vioufly conviiSted, except in cafes of high' 
treafon, murder, and robbery on the high- 
way, and then he muft be furprifed in the 
&iGt. The definition of a noble being thus 
applied not only to perfbns adually poflefling 

^ eadem jura, in eandem fpem nalcuntur. Tituli Princi- 
^ pum, Marchionum, Comitum, quibus alii prse aliis in- 
^ flgniuntur, vocabula funt, quae ftatum non immutant^ 
^ & qui illis gaudent, non alio, quam nobilium jure, fua 
<f tenent Neque Polonia alias Prlncipum, alias March!- 
^ onuoi, alias Comitum, alias Equitum leges noviC; fed 
^ omnibus una nobilium lex fcripta eft. Inde in conclavi 
" Nunciorum Principum & Comitum nominibus fulgen- 
** tcs, cseteris permixtos videmus, NuDum ibi inter mo- 
^ dici agelli Sc paucorum jugerum, ac aliquot oppidorum 
* multorumque vicorum dominum, obfervatur difcrimen. 
** Praecedunt alii, alii fequuntur non ex titulis familiarum, 
" fed ad palatinatuum terrarumque, ex quibus nuntii miffi, 
^ ordinem^ Eadem in fenatu ratio. Affignat loca, mune- 
•* ri» non ftemmatis dignitas. Et qui fenator non princeps, 
^ non comes, praecedit principem, ac comitem, ngn fena« 
*^ toreiQ." Pac. Con. p. 31. 

K 3 land. 
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land, but even to the defcendants of ibrmer 
lahdholders, comprehends fuch a large body of 
inen> that many of them are in a ftate of extreme 
indigency; and as, according to the Polifh 
law, they Ipfe tjieir nobility if they follow 
trade or commerce, the moft needy generally 
devote themfelves to the fervice of the richer 
nobles, who, like the old feudal barons, are 
cpnftantly attended by a large number of 
retainers. As all nobles, without any dif^* 
tiniftion, enjoy the right of voting, as well 
for the choice of nuntios, as at the ele<^on of 
a king, their poverty and their number is 
frequently productive of great inconvenience. 
Hence the king, who has juftly conceived a 
great veneration for the Englifli conftitution, 
wifhed to introduce into the new code a law 
fimilar to ours relating to county eledlions, 
that no perfon (hould be intitled to a vote 
in the choice of a nuntio but thofe who pof- 
feffed a certain qualification in land *• This 

propofition, 

* Connor mentions j fimilar attempt of John Cafimir, 
which failed of fuccefs. « King Cafimir obferving the 
" great abufcs that fpring from every little gentleman's 
*' pretended privilege to fit in the little diets, ordered 
" that none fhould have a vote there, in cle<5ling a deputy 
'^ or nuntioj but fuch only as had at Icaft two hundred 

" crowns 
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{Mopoiitiony however, has been received with 
fach marks of difTatisfadtiony that there is 
Uttlc probability of its ever being fufFcred to 
pa{$ into a law, 

II. The Clergy. Miciflaus,the firft fovereign 
of Poland who embraced Chriftianity, A. D. 
966, granted feveral immunities and eftates 
to the clergy. His fucceflbrs and the rich 
nobles followed his example ; and the riches of 
this body continued increafing as well from 
royal as private donations, until the diet, ap- 
prchcnfive left in procefs of time the greateft 
part of the eftates fhould pafs into the hands 
of the clergy, forbad by different laws, and 
particularly in 1669, the alienation of lands 
to the church, under penalty of forfeiture: 
and under the prefent reign feveral eftates have 
been confifcated which had been beftowed 
upon the clergy fince that period. 

From the time of the firft eflablifhment 
of the catholic religion by Cardinal iEgidius, 
nuntio from Pope John XII. the bifhops have 
been admitted into the fenate as king's coun- 

" crowns a year; whereupon the palatine of Poihania, 
" offering to put this law in execution in his province, was 
** not only affronted, brut alfo narrowly efcaped with his 
« life." Hift. of Poland, v. 11. p. 104. 

K 4 fellors. 
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feUors, They were ufually appointicd by ^^4^ 

king, and confirmed by die pope i but, linodH 

the creation of the permanent council, they 

ane nominated by his majefty out of three 

candidates chofen by the council: a bifhop^ 

, ihc . moment he is appointed, is of courfc 

Untitled to all the privileges of a fenator. 

The archbifhop of Gnefna is primate, as we 

I Jiave before obferved, the firit fenator in rank^^ 

id viceroy during an interregnum. 

The ecclefialHcs are all freemen, and, 

[ibme particular inftances, have their own 

courts of jufUce, in which the canon law 

Ui pradtiled. Of thefe courts of juftice pe- 

[ipuliar to the clergy, there are three forts j 

|j. The confiilorial, under the jurifdidion 

hpf each bifhop in his diocefe ; a- The mc^ 

I'tropolitan, under the primate, to which ai^ 

appeal lies frpm the biftiop's court ; 3. That 

of the pope's nun 1 10, wliich is the fupreme 

ccclefiaftical judicature within the kingdom, 

,to which an appeal may be made both from 

^-thc decifion of the bilhop and of the pri- 

inate, In cafes of divorce, difpenfations for 

imrriages, and in other inftances, the parties, 

n^ in all catholic countries, mufi apply to the 

pope I by which means no inconfiderable fum 

7 
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of money ifi drawn out of di? countiy by tfao 
fee of Rome. 

in moft civU aflairs the clergy are vnen- 
idble to the ordinary courts of juftice. In 
priminal caufes, an ecclefiaftic is jfirft arrefted 
by the civil powers, then judged in the con- 
^flory, an4i if convidted, he is remitted to 
the civil ppwer, in order to undergo the pe- 
nal^ annexed to the crime of which he has 
been found guilty. One great ecclefiaftical 
fibuie^ which has been abolifhed in mod other 
catholic countries, (till exifts in this kingdom : 
when the Pope fends a bull into Poland, the 
dergy publifh and carry it into execution, 
without the confimiation or approbation of 
the civil power. Before 1538 ecclefiaftics 
were allowed to hold civil emplojmients ; 
but in that year priefts were declared incapable 
of being promoted to fecular offices. They 
were alfo exempted from paying any taxes ; 
but this exemption has been wifely taken 
pflF, and they are now rated in the fame man- 
ner as thp kity, with this difference ; that 
their contributions are not called taxes, but 
pharitable fubiidies. 

III. The next clafs of people are the Burg- 
hers, inhabiting towns, whofe privileges were 

foraierly 
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formerly far more confiderablc than they arc 
at prefent. 

The hiftory of all countries, in which the 
feudal fyftem has been eftabliftied, bears 
teftimony to the pernicious policy of holding 
the low?r qUAcs of men in a ftate of (laviih 
fubjeftion. In procefs of time, a concur- 
rence of caufes * contributed gradu^y to 
(often the rigour of this fervitude with regard 
to the burghers, in feveral of the feudal king-f 
dom;. Aniong other circumilances tending 
to their protection, the moft fevourable was 
the formation of feveral cities into bodies po- 
litic, with the privilege of exercifing muni-r 
cipal jurifdiftion. This inftitution took its 
rife in Italy, the firft country in Europe which 
emerged from barbarifm ; and was from thence 
transferred to France and Germany. It was 
firft introduced into Poland about 1250, dur- 
ing the reign of Boleflaus the Chafte, who 
being inftrudted in the Teutonic or German 
laws by Henry the bearded duke of Wra- 
tiflaw, granted firft to Cracow, and after- 

* It docs not enter into the plan of this work to defcrihe 
thefe caufes : the reader will find them amply and ably 
illuftratcd in a View of the State of Europe, prefijced to 
Dr. Robertfon's Hiftory of Charles V. 

w^rds 
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i^irards to fcveral other towns, the privileges 
jpofieiTed by the German cities: this body 
of rights is called in the ftatutes of Poland 
Jus Magdeburgicum et Teutonicum ; and the 
caufe ailigned for its introduction is, that 
no city- could flourifh' and increafe under the 
feudal laws*. In the 13th and following 
centuries the kings and great barons built 
feveral towns, to all which they granted a 
charter of incorporation, conceived in the 
following terms -f* : ^* Transfero banc villam ex 
^ jure Polonico in jus Teutonicum*' The be- 
neficial tendency of this political regulation 
ibon appeared, by a fudden increafe of popu- 
lation and wealth : the burghers of fbme of 
the principal free towns acquired fuch a de- 
gree of importance and x:onfideration, as to 
give their aflent to treaties, and fend deputies 
to the national affembly; a noble was not 
degraded by being a burgher, and a burgher 
was capable of being an officer of the crown. 
A treaty J which Cafimir the Great entered 
into with the knights of the Teutonic order, 
was not only figned by the king and the 

* Lcng. Jus Pub. p. 524. 

t Chromer. 

X Dlugoffius, L. IX. p. 1067. 

principal 
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principial nobles^ but alfi> by the burghers of 
Cracow, PoTen, Sandomir> and other towns; 
and under the feme monarch Wiemeflc*, 
burgomafter of Cracpw^ was fubmarihal and 
treafurcr of the crown. 

The burghers enjoyed the privileges juft 
mentioned during the Jaghellon line^ as ap^ 
pears from the diiFerent afts of SigifnKMid I, 
and his fon Sigifhiond Auguftus. During the 
reign of. the former the nobles endeavoured 
to exclude the deputies of Cracow from thcf 
diet; but that monarch not only confirmecl 
the right of that city to fend reprefentatives^ 
but even decreed, that the citizens were ia^ 
eluded within the clafs of nobles -f-, 

* This Wiemefk was fo rich, that in 1363, when tbo 
emperor Charles IV. married at Cracow Elizabeth grandr 
daughter of Cafimir, he gave a moft fumptuous entertain- 
ment to his fovereign, to the emperor, kings of Hungary, 
Denmark, Cyprus, and other princes, who were prefent 
at the marriage : befide other magnificent gifts which- hq 
beftowed upon the company, he prefented Cafimir with a 
fum equal to the portion of the bride. Chromer, p, 
324. 

f Confutes Cracovienfes, Sec. debere et poiTe omnibus 
confiliis, quibus alii nuntii terreftres aderuut, &c. more 
folito confultari. Statuta Pol. p. 8. C:.; ovia eft incor- 
porata et unita nobilitati ^ ib. terrarunu ae civitatumque 
nuntii, p. 353. 

When 
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When the crown became wholly eledive, 
tbe burghers fufFered continual encroach**^ 
mentt on their privileges at every nomination 
cf a. new fovereign; they loft the right of 
poffeffing lands, excepting within a fmall 
diftance of their towns, of fending deputies 
to the diets, and were of courfe excluded 
jfitxn all (hare of the legiflative authority* 
The principal caufe of this exclufion was, 
that as the burghers were not obliged, by 
the nature of their tenures, to march againft 
the enemy, but were only under the neceffity 
cf fumifhing arms and waggons for the uie 
cf the army s they incurred the contempt of > 
the warlike gentry, who, in the true fpirit of 
feudal arrogance, coniidered all occupations^ 
but that of war, as beneath a freeman, and 
all perfons, not bound to military fervices, a$ 
unqualified for the adminiftration of public 
afiairs. 

The burghers, however, ftill enjoy a con- 
fiderable portion of freedom, and poflefs the 
fi^owing immt;mities : they eledt their owii 
burgomafter and council ; they regulate their 
interior police ; and have their own criminal 
courts of juftice, which decide without ap« 
peal* A burgher, when plaintiff againft a 
noblcj is obliged to cvry the caufe into the 

courts 
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courts of jufticc belonging to the nobles^ 
where the judgment is final ; when defendant, 
he muft be cited before the magifbrate^ of 
his own town, from whence an appfeal lie* 
bnly to the king in the aflefibrial tribunal. 
To this exemption from the jurifdidion of 
the nobles, though only in one fpecies of 
caufcs, the burghers owe whatever degree of 
independence they ftill retain; as without 
this immunity they would long ago have bcc« 
reduced to a ftate of vaflakge; 

IV; The Pcafants ih Poland, ds in all feu- 
dal governments, are ferfs or flavcs; and the 
value of an eftate is not eftimated fo much 
from its extent, as from the number of its 
peafants, who are transferred from one mafter 
to another like fo many head of cattle. 

The peafants, however, are not all in an 
equal ftate of fubjeftion: they are diftin- 
guifhed into two forts ; i. German; 2. Na- 
tives. 

I . During the reign of Boleflaus the Chafte, 
and more particularly in that of Cafimir the 
Great, many Germans fettled in Poknd, who 
were indulged in the ufe of the German 
laws*; and their defcendants ftill continue 

♦ Lubicnfki, p. 108. Floras Pol. p. 118. Chro^her^ 
2 to 
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to enjoy feveral privileges not pofTefled by the 
generality of Pcdiih peafants. The good efiecfls 
of thefe privileges are very vifible in the general 
ftate of their domeftic oeconomy ; their villages 
are better built, and their fields better cul- 
tivated, than thofe which belong to the na« 
tive Poles ; they poffcfs more cattle, pay their 
quit-rents to their lords with greater exaA- 
nefs; and, when compared with the others^ 
are cleaner and neater in their perfons. 

2. The flavery of the Polifh peafants is 
very antient, and was always extremely rigo- 
rous. Until tlie time of Cafiniir the Great, 
the lord^ could put his peafant to death vtrith 
impunity ; and, when the latter had no chil- 
dren, confidered himfelf as the heir, and fei- 
zed all his efFefts. In 1 347, Cafimir prefcrib- 
ed a fine for the murder of a peafiuit ; and 
enaded, that, in cafe of his deceafe without 
ifliic, his next heir fhould inherit*. The 
fame fovereign alfo decreed, that a peafant 
was capable of bearing arms as a foldier ; and 
that therefore he ought to be confidered as a 
fi-eeman. But thefe and other regulations, by 
which that amiable monarch endeavoured to 
alleviate the miferies of the vaflals, have 

* Stat. Pol. I. p. 24. 

proved 
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proved itieffedual againft the power atid tfna^ 
ny of the nobles^ and have been either abtx}^ 
gated or eluded« That law^ which gives tfitf 
property of a pea&nt djong vdthout iflud to 
the next of kin^ was infbiltly rendered nu^ 
gatoiy by an old Pdlifh maxim, " That ntf 
*' ilave can cany €m any procefs againft hitf 
" mafter ;" and even the fine fdr his murder 
was feldom levied, on account of the il1une-» 
rous difficulties which attend thd coiividticMl 
of a noble for this or any other enormity* Sd 
far indeed fix>m being inclined to fofbn did 
iervitude of their vafials, the nobles have a£» 
certained and eftablifhed it by itpeatod and 
pofitive ordinances. An able Polilh wfitcr, in 
a benevolent treatife * addi^eiSed to the chan-« 
cellor Zamoifki, obferves, that in the ftatutetf 
of Poland there are above an hundred law* 
unfavourable to the peafants, which, among' 
other grievances, ered: fununary tribunals 
fubjedt to no appeals ; and impofe the fevereft 
penalties upon thofe who quit their villages 
without leave. From thcfe nutticrous and 
rigorous edidls to prevent the elopement of 
the pcafiints, the fame humtoe author juftly 

♦ Patriotic Letters^ 

infers 
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injfers the esttreme wretchednefs of this op--- 
preiled clafs of men, who cannot be detained 
in the place of their nativity but by the ter- 
ror of the fevercft punifhment. 

The native peafants may be divided into 
two forts : i. Peafants of the crown ; 2. Pea- 
iants belonging to individuals. 

' I . Peafants of the crovra are thofe who 
are fettled in the great fiefs of the king* 
dom> or in the royal demefnes ; and are 
under the jurifdidtions of the ftarofts. If 
the crown-peafants arc oppreffed by thefe 
judges^ they may lodge a coniplaint in the 
royal, courts of juftice; and, fliould the ftarort 
endeavour to obftruft the procefs, the king 
can order the chancellor to iflue a fafe-con* 
dud, by which he takes the injured perfon 
under his protedion : and although in mofl 
cafes the corrupt adminlftration of juftice, and 
the fuperior influence of the ftarofts, prevent 
a complainant from obtaining any efFeftual 
redrefs even in the king's courts ; yet, the very 
poffibility of procuring relief is fome check to 
injuftice, and fome alleviation of diftrefs. 

2. Peafants belonging to individuals are at 
the abfolute difpofal of their mafter, and have 
fcarccly any pofitive fecurity, cither for their 

Vol, L L properties 
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properties or their lives. Until 1768 the 
ftatutes of Poland only exaded a fine from 
a lord who killed his flave; but in that 
year a decree pafled, by which the murder 
of a peiafant was a capital crime ; yet, as the 
law in queftion requires fuch an accumulation 
of evidence * as is feldom to be obtamed, it has 
more the appearance of protection than the 
reality. 

How deplorable muft be the ftate of that 
country, when a law of fuch a nature was 
thought requifite to be enacfted, yet is found 
incapable of being enforced ! The generality, 
indeed, of the Poliih nobles are not inclined 
either to eflablifh or give efficacy to any re- 
gulations in favour of the peafants, whom 
they fcarcely confider as entitled to the com- 
mon rights of humanity -f-. A few nobles, 
however, of benevolent hearts and enlightened 

* The murderer muft be taken in die fadl ; which muft 
be proved by two gentlemen or four peafant? ; and if he is 
not taken in the faft, and there are not the above-mentioned 
number of witneiles, he only pays a fine. 

t Zamoifki, in his new code of laws, has warmly plead- 
ed the caufe of the peafants j but fuch are the national 
prejudices, that it is uncertain whether the diet will receive 
that code, and confirm its decrees, though formed upon the 
common and natural rights of mankind. 

Z, ^ undei-ftandings. 
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xinidcrftandings, have adtcd upon difFerent 
principles; and have ventured upon the ex- 
pedient of giving liberty to their vaflals. The 
event has ihowed this projedt to be no lefs 
judicious than humane 5 no lefs friendly to 
their oWn interefts than to the happinefs of 
their peafants : for it appears that in the dif- 
triSs, in which the new arrangement has 
been introduced, the population of their villages 
is confiderably increafed, and the revenues of 
their eftates augmented . in a triple propor* 
tion. 

The firft noble who granted freedom to his 
pea£mts was Zamoilki, formerly great chan- 
cellor, who in .1760 enfranchifed fix villages 
in the palatinate of Mafovia. Thefe villages 
were, in 1777, vifited by the author of the 
Patriotic Letters, from whom I received the 
following information : On infpedting the 
parifli-regifters of births from 1750 to 1760, 
that is, during the ten years of flavcry im- 
mediately preceding their enfranchifement, 
he found the number of births 434; in the 
firft ten years of their freedom, from 1760 to 
1770, 620 ; and from 1770 to the begin- 
ning of 1777, S^S t^ir^^s. 

L 2 By 
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By thefe extra^s it appeared, that during 
the 

Firft period there were only 43 births 1 
Second period — - - • 62 I eacn 

Third period "]*] J ^^^* 

If we fuppofe an improvement of this fort to 
take place throughout the kingdom, how 
great would be the increafe of national po- 
pulation ! 

The revenues of the fix villages, fincc their 
cnfranchifement, have been augmented in a 
much greater proportion than their popula- 
tion. In their ftate of vaflalage Zamoiiki was 
obliged, according to the cuftom of Poland, 
to build cottages and barns for his peafants; 
and to furnifli them with feed, horfes, ploughs, 
and every implement of agriculture : fmce their 
attainment of liberty they are become fo eaiy 
in their circumftances, as to provide them- 
felves with all thefe neceflaries at tlieir own 
expence; and they likewife cheerfully pay an 
annual rent, in lieu of the manual labour, 
which their mafter formerly exad:ed from 
them. By thefe means the receipts of this 
particular eftate have been nearly tripled. 

Upon figning the deed of enfranchifement 
of the fix villages, their benevolent mafter in- 
timated 
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timatedibme appreheniions to the inhabitantSt 
kft, encouraged by their freedom, they fhould 
£dl into every fpccies of licentiou0\e(s, and 
commit more diforders than when they were 
flaVes; The fmiplicity and good fenfc of their 
anfwer is remarkable; "When we had no 
** other property," returned they, " than the 
*< ftick which we hold in our hands, we were 
** deititute of all encouragement to a right 
** condud ; and, having nothing to lofe, adted 
** on all occafions in an inconfiderate manner; 
** but now that our houfes, our lands, and 
*< our cattle, are ouf own, the fear of forfeit* 
" ihg them will be a conilant reftraint upon 
" our aftions," The fincerity of this afler- 
tion was manifefted by the event. Whflc 
they were in a ftate of fervitude, Zamoifki 
was occafionally obliged to pay fines for dif- 
orders * committed by hi» peafants, who, in 
a ftate of drunkennefs, would attack and fome- 
times kill paflengers: fince their freedom he 
has feldom received any complaints of this 
fort againft them, Thefe circumftances dc- 
cifively confute the ill-grounded furmifes en* 
tertained by many Poles, that their vaflals arc 

^ Called, in the Poliih law. Pro incontinentia fubdi- 
torunu 

L 3 too 
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too licentious and ungovernable not to make 
an ill ufe of freedam, Zamoifki, [leafed with 
the thriving ftate of the fix villages, has en- 
franchifed the peafants on all his eftates. 

The example of Zamoifki has been fol- 
lowed by Chreptowitz, vice-chancellor -of 
Lithuania, and the abbe Bryzotowfki, with 
fimilar fuccefs. I was informed by a perfon 
who had vifited the abbe's eftate at Pawlowo 
near Vilna ; that the happy countenance and 
comfortable air of thefe peafants made them 
appear a different race of men from the 
wretched tenants of the neighbouring vil- - 
lages. The peafants, penetrated with a Icnfe 
of their mailer's kindnefs, have erefted, at 
their own expence, a pillar with an infcrip- 
tion exprefTive of their gratitude and af- 
fedlion. 

Prince Stiiniflaus, nephew to the king of 
Poland, hcis warmly patronized the plan of 
giving liberty to the peafants. His own good 
fenfc and natural humanity, improved during 
his refidence in England by a view of that 
equal liberty which pervades every rank of 
men, have railed him above the prejudices 
tcvo prevalent among his countrymen : he has 
cnfrancliifed four villar>-e$ not far from War- 
IV, , in which he lus net only emancipated 

the 
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peafants from their flavery, but even con- 
^defbends to direct their afEiirs. I had the 
lionour of holding feveral converfations with 
lim upon this fubjedt : he explained to me^ 
in the moil iatisfadtory manner, that- the grant 
of freedqpm . was no lefs advantageous to the 
lord than to the peai^t, provided the former 
is willing to fuperintend their conduit for a 
few years, and to put them in a way of ading 
for themfclves; for fuch is the ignorance of 
the generality among the boors, arifing from 
their abjed flavery, and io little have they 
been ufually left to their own difcretion, that 
few at firft are equal to the proper manage- 
ment of a farm. From a conviction of thefe 
izSi^y the prince, whofe knowledge and bene- 
volence I fhall ever revere, continues his at- 
tention to their concerns : he vifits their cot- 
tages; fuggefts improvements in agriculture; 
inftru6ts them in the mode of rearing cattle 
and bees ; and points out the errors into 
which ignorance and incapacity occafionally 
betray them. 

The example of this prince, great by his 
rank, but flill greater by his humanity, can 
fcarcely fail of producing its due efFed ; efpe- 
cially as he intends giving to the public a 
particular account of his arrangements and 
L 4 regulation;^ ; 
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be their full' complement, as it is their in-* 
tereft to diminiih their Rumber; and it is a 
well-known facft, that they conceal their chil« 
dren as much as poffi^k^ Perhaps the fol- 
lowing calculations will ailifjb us in this f&- 
fcarch. Of 2,580,796 inhabitants in Auftriafl 
Poland, 144,200, or about an eighteenthi 
were Jews *. The eighteenth of the prefenf 
population of Poland will give near 500,000 ; 
allowing, therefore, for omiflions in the capi-* 
tation, as well as for thofe who migrated intc 
Poland from the Ruflian difmembered pro- 
vince -f, the number of Jews may fairly be 
cftimated at 600,000. 

Before the late partition, Poland contained 
about 14,000,000 of inhabitants:}:. As far 

• See Compend. Geog. Sclavonia:, Gallicae, &c. p. 66, 
•f Jews arc not tolerated in RuHia. 
X Bufching gives the following cftimate of the popula- 
tion of Poland fince the partition : 

?v'Ialcs — - — — A^39^^9^9 

Females — _ — 4,298,083 

f Secular 18,369-^ 
Ecclcfiaftics -J Regular 10,189 C — 3^>i37 

(Nuns 2,5793 

■r I Males 300,6127' r ^ 

J^^^ - i Females ^00,867; " ^^^>479 



Total number of inhabitants 9,327,668 
See Bufching, His. Magazin. v. XVI. p. 28, 



^a.$ I could colledl from varioiis converfations 
^^mth fevcral intelligent Poles, its prefcnt po- 
;jK]ktion amounts to 9,000,000. 

It is not unworthy of observation, that 
^while the feudal laws, formerly fo univcrfel, 
and of which feme traces are ftill to be di£- 
covercd in moft countries, have been gradually 
abolifhed in other nations, and given place to 
a more regular and juft adminiflration ; yet 
in Poland a variety of circumftances has con- 
curred to prevent their abolition, and to pre- 
ferve that mixture of liberty and oppreffion, 
order and anarchy, which fo ftrongly cha- 
rafterized the feudal government. We may 
eafily trace in this conftitution all the ftriking 
features of that fyftem. The prmcipal are, 
an elective monarchy with a circumfcribed 
power; die great officers of ftate poflefling 
their charges for life, and independent of the 
king's authority ; royal fiefs ; the great no- 
bility above controul; the nobles or gentry 
alone free and poflefling lands; feudal te- 
nures, military fervices, territorial jurifdidtion ; 
commerce degrading ; opprefled condition of 
the burghers; vaflfalage of the peafants. In 
the courfe of this book I have had occafion 
to make mention of mofl: of thefe evils as 
ftill exifting in Poland, and they may be 

confidercd 
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confidered as the radical cau&s of its decline ; 
for they have prevented the Poles from adopt- 
ing thofe more ftable regulations, which tend 
to introdupe order and good govemnicnt, to ' 
augment commerce, and to increafe popular 
tion. 
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Entrance into Auftrian Poland. — Limits of the 
difmembered province. — Its population and 
froduSHons.--^ Arrival at Cracow. — Dejcrip^ 
tion of that city.^^^XJniverJity. — Palace. ^^ 
Citadel occupied by the confederates in the 
late troubles. — Hijiory of that tranfaBion.--^ 
Cathedral.'— '^ombs and charaSlers of fever al 
Poliihjbvereigns, &c. 

JULY 24, 1778. We entered Poland 
juft beyond Biltiz, having crofled the ri- 
rulet Biala, which falls into the Viflula ; and 
purfued our journey to Cracow through the 
territories which the houfe of Auftria fecured 
to itfelf in the late partition. 

The diftridt, claimed by the cmprefs of 
Germany in her manifefto, is thus defcribed : 
** All that trad: of land lying on the right 
" fide of the Viftula from Silcria above San*- 
" domir to the mouth of the San, and from 

" thence 
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•* thence by Franepole, Zamqifc, and Ru- 
** bieflbw, to the Bog. From the Bog the 
" limits are carried along the frontiers of 
" Red Ruffia to Zabrtis upon the borders 
" of Volhynia and Podolia ; and from Zabras 
*^ in a ftraight line to the Dnieper, where it 
" receives the rivulet Podhorts, taking in a 
** fmall flip of Podolia; and lafUy, along 
^* the boundaries feparating Podolia from 
" Moldavia." 

A remarkable circumftance attended the 
taking pofleffion of this diftrid, which will 
ihew with what uncertainty the limits were 
at firft traced. The partition being made 
according to the map of Zannoni, the river 
Podhorts was taken as the eailern boundary 
of this difmembered province : but when the 
Auftrian commiflioners vifited the fpot, where, 
according to Zannoni, the Podhorts flowed 
into the Dnieper, they found no river known 
to the inhabitants which anfwered to that 
name. They advanced, therefore, the fron- 
tiers fl:lll more eaflwards ; and adopting the 
Sebrawce or the Sbrytz for the boundary, 
called it the Podhorts. This ceded country 
has, fince tlic partition, changed its name; 
and is now incorporated into the Auftrian do- 
minions under thq appellation of the king- 
doms 
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^loms of GaHcia and Lodomeria; which 
Icingdoms ibme* antknt diplomes repreient as 
fituated in Poland, and fubjed: to the kings 
of Hungary : but the moft convincing proof 
that there ever cxifted fuch kingdoms, that 
they depended upon Hungary, and ought by 
vktue of an hereditary, though dormant titk, 
to revert to the emprcfs as fovereign of Hun-% 
gary, was derived fixmi the Auftrian army*; 
for what people can refift an argument backed 
by 200,000 troops^ unlefs they can defaid 
their fide of the queftion by an equal num<«^ 
bc^?. 

The: importance of this acquifitioa to tho 
hdufe of Auftria will bdl appear from the 
numi>er of inhabitants, which, according to 
die numeration made in 1776^, amounted 
to 2,580,796. The mouhtaidDUs: .parts of 
Galicia and Lodomeria prxxhice fide pafhirei 
the plains are mofUy fandy, but abound in 
fbrefts, and are fertile in conu' The prin** 
cipal articles of traffic axe cattle, hides^ waz^ 
and honey* Thefe Cdrntries contain mines of 
copper, lead, iron, and fait, of which the 
latter are the moft valuable. 

* Comp. Regn. Sclavx)niae, GaliciaC) Irodomeriae, &c. 
p. 66, note m. 

Vol. I. M We 
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We croflcd only a narrow flip of Auflrian 
Poland of about 86 nulcs in length from 
Bilitz to Cracow, leaving on our right hand 
a chain of mount Crapak, or the antient Car- 
pathian mountains. The country we paflcd 
through was at firft fomewhat hilly, but after- 
wards chiefly plain, covered with forefts. 
The roads were bad, the villages few and 
wretched b^ond defcription ; the hovels, all 
built of wood, feemed full of filth and mifery, 
and every thing wore the appearance of ex» 
treme poverty. 

July 25. About noon we arrived at the 
Viftuk, the limits of the Auftrian dcnninions, 
which reach to its fouthern banks. Accord- 
ing to the partition treaty, this river was 
marked as forming the limits between the 
Auftrian and Poliih territories : the houfe of 
Auftria at firft conftrued the Viftula to mean 
the old channel of that river now dry, called 
the Old Viftula ; and by force of this ftrained 
interpretation included Cafimir in the dif- 
membered province ; but not long afterwards 
the emprefs of Germany reftored Cafimir to 
the Poles; and accepted the Viftula as it 
now flows, for the boundary of her domi- 
nions. 

Having 
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Having entered Cafimir by croffirig theJ 
^iftula over a bridge, at one end of which 
lirsLB an Auftrian fbldien and at the other a 
Polifli centinel, we paflcd the above-mentioned 
dry channel, termed the Old Viftula^ by a fe- 
cond bridge, and arrivcid at Ctacow; 

Gracow is a curious old town : it was for- 
merly the capital of Polandi where the kings 
were eledted and crownedi arid was once al- 
njioft the center of the Polifh dominions, but' 
is now a frontier town ; a proof how much 
thW territories of this republic have been con^ 
tra<9ted! 

Cracow ftahds in an extenfive plain, wa- 
tered by the Viftula, which is broad but £hal- 
low: the city and its fuburbs occupy a vaft 
traft of ground, but are fo thinly peopled^ 
that they fcarcely contain i6,Ood * inhabi- 
tants. The great fquare in the middle of the 
town is very fpacious; and has feveral well- 
built houfes, one richly furnifhed dnd well 
inhabited, but moft of them now either un- 
tenanted, or in a ftate of melancholy decay* 
Many of the ftreets are broad and handfbme ; 
but almoft every building bears the moft 

^ The cicjr, exclufivc of the fuburbs^ contained in 1778 
only 8S94 fouls. 

M 2 ftriking 
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ilriking marks of ruined grandeur: the 
churches alone ieem to have preferved their 
original ^kndour. The devaflation of thi& 
unfortunate town was begun by the Swedes 
at the commencement of the prefent century^ 
when it was beiieged and taken by Charles 
XIL ; but the miichiefs it fuffered from that 
ravagcr of the North, were far lefs deftrudtiva 
than thofe it experienced during the late 
dreadful commotions, when it underwent re« 
peated £ieges, and was alternately in pofTeflion 
of the Ruiiians and Confederates. The effects 
of cannon, grape, and muiket-fhot are ilill 
difcernible on the walls and houfes. In a 
word, Gracow exhibits the remains of a 
magnificent capital in ruins : from the num- 
ber of fallen and falling houfes one would 
imagine it had lately been facked, and that 
the enemy had left it only yeflerday. The 
town is furrounded with high walls of brick, 
ftrengthened by round and fquare towers of 
whimfical fhapes in the antient ftyle of forti- 
fication: thefe walls were built by Ven- 
ceflaus* king of Bohemia, during the fhort 
period in which he reigned over Poland, 

* Cracoviam muro circumdedit. Lcngnich, Hift. 
Pol. p. 20. 

In 
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In Cracow wc found a Ruffian garrilbn of 
<5po tncn, who were ftationed at the guard- 
faoufe in the center of the town :' at all the 
gates a Ruffian centinel ftood on one fide, and 
a Polifh centinel on the other. The citadel 
was entirely occupied by Ruffian troops. 

The univerfity was founded and endowed 
by Cafimir the Great, and improved and com- 
pleted by Ladiflaus Jaghellori : the number of 
ftudents amounted to about 600: the library 
was not remarkable either for the number 
or rarity of its books. Among the prin- 
cipal objefts of attention, the librarian pointed 
out a Turkifla book, of no intrinfic value; 
but efteemed a curiofity becaufe found among 
the fpoils at the battle of Chotzim, and pre- 
fented by John Sobielki to the univerfity, as 
the memorial of a viiftory which faved' Kis 
country fi-om defblation, and raifed him to 
the throne of Poland. This univerfity was 
formerly, and not unjufUy, called the mother 
of Polifli literature, as it principally, fupplied 
the other feminaries with profeflTors and men 
of learning ; but its luftre has been greatly 
obfcured by the removal of the royal refidence 
1^ Warfaw, and flill more by the late inteftine 
<X)nvulfions. 

M 3 In 
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In this city the art of printing was firft 
introduced into Poland by Haller; and onp 
of the earlieft books that iiQied j^om his 
pr^fs, was the conftitutjons ^d ilatutcs com- 
piled by Cafimir the Great, and afterwards 
augmented by hjs fucccflbrs^ X^^ charadws 
are Gothic, the fame which were univerially 
ufed at the invention of printing : the great 
initial letters are wantipg, which fhews that 
they were probably painted and afterwards 
worn iaway. The year in which this com- 
pilation was printed is not ppfitiyply known 5 
but its publication was certainly anterior to 
1496, as it does not contain the ftatutes paffed 
by John Albert in that year. 

The moft flpuriihing period of the uni- 
verfity was under Sigifmond Auguftus in thp 
fixteenth century ; when feveral of the German 
reformers fled from the perfecutions of the 
emperor Charles V. and found an afylum in 
this city. They gave to the world feveral 
verfions of the facred writings, and other 
theological publications, which difFufed the 
reformed religion over great part of Poland. 
The protedtion which Sigifmond Auguftus 
afforded to men of learning of all denominar 
jions, and the univerfal toleration which he 

extended 
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extended to every fed of Chriftians, created a 
fuijpicicm that he was iecretly inclined to the 
new church ; and, it was even reported that 
he intended to renounce the catholic £tith, and 
publicly profefs the reformed religion ^. . 
. Towards the ibuthcm part of the town 
near the Viftuk riies a finall eminence or 
focky upon whofe top is built the palace^ 
(iirrounded with brick vi^s and old towers^ 
which ferm a kind of citadel to the town. 
This palace owes its origin to Ladiflaus 
JagheUon ; but little of the antient flru£ture 
now appears^ as the greateft part was demo* 
lifhed by Charles XII. in 1702, when he en- 
tered this town in triumph after the battle of 
Cli^w. It has been fince repaired : the re- 
mains of the old palace confift of a few apart- 
ments, which are left in their antient ftate as 
they exifted in the laft century. The walls 
of the firft of thcfe apartments are decorated 
with paintings of tilts and tournaments^ thofe 
of the fecond with a rcprefentation of the co- 
ronation of a king of Poland, affirmed, by the 
perfon who ihcwed the palace, to be that of 
Ladiflaus the Firft, and to have been drawn 
in his time ; but the ftyle of the painting be-. 

* Sec p. 24* 

M 4 fpeaks 
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fpeaks it of a more modem date. The deling * 
of the third apartment is divided into difFerent 
compartments, ornamented with carved heads 
of extraordinary fhapes and grotefque appear* 
ances. All the rooms in the palace are of 
fine dimenfions, and exhibit feveral remains 
of antient magnificence, but are totally without 
fiimiture. 

This palace was formerly the refidence of 
the kings of Poland, who, fi-om the time of 
Ladiflaus Loketec, have been crowned at 
CracdWi The Polifh and German hiflorians 
differ concerning the time when the title of 
king was firft claimed by the fovereigns of 
this country ; but the mod probable account 
is, that in 1295 Premiilaus aflumed the regal 
title, and was inaugurated at Gnefna by the 
archbifhop of that diocefe. He was fucceedcd 
by Ladiflaus Loketec, who, offending the Poles 
by his capricious and tyrannical conduft, was 
depofed before he was crowned j and Ven- 
ceflaus king of Bohemia, who had married 
Richfa daughter of Premiflaus, being elefted 
in his ilead, was in 1 300 conlccrated at 
Gnefna. Ladiflaus, after flying from his 
country, and undergoing a feries of cala^ 
mitous adventures, was at length brought 
to a fcnfe of his mifcondud:. Having re- 
gained 
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gamed the zfSaSdon of his fubjedts, he was 
icftoned, in the life-time of Venceflaus^ to 
part of his dominions ; and he recovered 
them all upon the demife of that monarch 
in the year 1 305 : he governed, hpwever, for 
ibme years without the tide of king ; but at 
length in 1320 was crowned at Cracow, to 
which place he transferred the ceremony of 
the coronation; and afterwards enadted, that 
for the future his fuccefTors fhould be inaugu-- 
rated in the cathedral of this city *. 

Since that period, the laws of Poland have 
cxprefsly enjoined that Cracow (hould be the 
place of coronation ; and fuch has been the 
iuperilitious attachment of the Poles to this 
uiage, that when John Sobiefld was defirous 
of being crowned at Leopold, on account of 
its vicinity to the army, which he was to 
c<»nmand againft the Turks at the time of 
his election, the Polifh patriots flrongly op- 
pofed any innovation -f* ; and that monarch 
was under the neceflity of repairing to Cracow 
for the performance of the ceremony. 

Since Ladiflaus, all the fucceeding fove- 

♦ Dlugofllus, lib. IX. p. 971. Lcngnich, Hift- Pol. 
ff. 19 — 22. 

t Lcngnich) Jus Publicunu 

reigns 
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nigns have been coniecrated at Cracow*, 
excepting the preient king. Previous to his 
election a decree was iilued by the diet of 
convocation, that the coronation fhould be 
iblemnized for this turn at Wariaw, without 
prejudice in future to the antient right of 
Cracow; a proviib calculated to iatisfy the 
populace, but which will not probably pre- 
vent any future fovereign from being crowned 
at Wariaw, now become the capital of Po« 
land, and the reiidence of its kings. The 
diadem and other regalia ufed at the coro- 
nation are flill kept in the palace of Cracow, 
under fo many keys, and with fuch care, 
that it was impoffible to obtain a fight of 
them. 

The apartments of the palace command 
an extenfive view of the neighbouring 
country, which is principally a large Ikndy 
plain. Wc obfervcd particularly two very 
large mounds of earth, or barrows, one of 
which is by tradition called the burial-place 
of Cracus duke of Poland, who is fuppofcd 
to have built the town of Cracow in the year 

• I do not mention Staniflaus Letzinfki, who was 
crowned at Warfaw, becaufc he was only a temporary 
fovereign, and was foon obliged to retire from Poland, 

700; 
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700; the other is called the fepulchro of 
his daughter Venda, who is reported to have 
/drowned herielf in the Viftula^ that fhe niight 
not be compelled to marry a perfon. for whom 
ihe had entertained an averiion. The whole 
hiflory of Cracus and Venda is involved in im- 
penetrable darknefs, and theie barrows, which 
are common in different parts of Europe, were 
probably anterior to the Chriftian sera. The 
pradice of raifing barrows over the bodies of 
jhe deceafed was almoft univerfal in the 
l^arlier ages of the world. Homer mentidns 
it a$ a common practice among the Greeks 
and Trojans; Virgil alludes to it as ufual 
in Italy in the times treated of in the iEneid ; 
Xenophon relates that it obtained among 
the PerfianS; the Roman hiflorians record 
that the fame mode of interring took place 
among their countrjmien; and it appears to 
have prevailed no lefs among the antient 
Germans, and many other uncivilized na- 
tions- In general, popular tradition allows 
fome favourite charafters in national hiflory, 
like Cracus and Venda, to ufurp the honour 
of being buried under the moft confpicuous of 
thefe monuments. 

At fome diftance from Cracow, we noticed 
^e fortrefs pf Landfkron fituated upon a rock, 

which 
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which the confederates pofleflcd during the 
late troubles j and £ix>m whence they made cx- 
curfions as occafion offered againft the Ruiiian 
and PolUh troops in the fervice of the king. 
By a detachment of troops from this fbrtrcfs, 
the citadel of Cracow was taken by furprize ; 
a gallant exploit^ and which merits a par- 
ticular relation. The perfon who (hewed us 
the palace was himfelf prefent, when the 
Polifh troops iffued from a fubterraneous 
paflage, and furprized the Ruffian garrifon, 
confiding of 87 troops. About four in the 
morning a party of 76 confederates, all of 
whom were Poles, led by a lieutenant*, 

* In moft of the accounts publiihed of this tran(a£tion, it 
is faid that the confederates were led by a French officer, 
and that there were feveral Frenchmen amongft thenu 
I have related fimply the account which I received from 
the fteward of the palace, who repeatedly aflured me, that 
there was not one Frenchman amongft them ; that diey 
were led by a Polifh lieutenant, whofe name was Bytra- 
nowfki. The fteward was himfelf prefent at the tranf- 
a£tion, and as he was no foldier, was not confined with 
the garrifon in the dungeon; he had, therefore, every 
opportunity of being informed of the truth : at the fame 
time it is poffible, that his partiality to his countrymen 
might have induced him to give the whole honour to the 
Poles. Monfieur Viofmenil is the Freneh officer, gene- 
rally mentioned as leading this entcrprifing band of con- 
federates through the fubterraneous paflage. 

whofe 
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whofe name was Bytranowfld, entered the 
palace through a common fewer, without 
being difcovered, and repairing to the main 
guard inftantly fell upon the Ruffians:, the 
latter were fo confounded with the fudden- 
nefs of the afTault, that they all yielded theni^ 
ielves prifoners without the leaft rcfiftance; 
and the Poles became mailers of the citadeL 
Two or three Ruffians were killed at the firft 
onfet, and the remainder were confined in a 
dungeon* One foldier, however, found means 
to efcape by climbing the wall of the citadel ; 
and alarmed the Ruffi^ foldiers within the 
town; theie without delay attacked the caf-< 
tie, but, receiving a warm fire fi-om the con- 
federates,, they imagined the enemy to be 
moce numerous than they really were, and de- 
fiftcd from the aflault. This event happened on 
the 2d pf February, 1 772. The fame evening 
Monfieur de Choiiy, in the fervice of the con- 
federates of Landfkron, being made acquamt- 
cd with the fuccefs of the enterprize, ad- 
vanced towards Cracow at the head of 8oa 
confederates (amongft whom were 30 or 40 
Frenchmen, mofl of them officers), and, 
having defeated a detachment of 200 Ruf- 
fians» was received into the citadel. But the 
§ Ruffian 
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Ruflian garrifon in the town, which before 
confifted of only 406 men, li'eirtg likewife re- 
inforced, the contedefiteis in the citadel fiif- 
tained a regular fiege: they defended them- 
felves with the moft trndaurited fpirit for the 
ipace of three months ; arid at length capi- 
tulated upon the moft horiourable terms. 

I examined the fiibterraneoitsf paflSge through 
which the 76 confederates introduced them- 
felves into the palace: it is a drain^ which 
conveys all the filth, fi^om the interior part 
of the palace, to a finall opening without the 
v^ralls near the Viftula. They entered this 
finall opening, and crawled upon their hands 
and knees a confiderable way, one behind 
another, until they came out through a hole 
in the walls of the palace: fo that if the 
Ruffians had either been apprized of their 
attempt, or had over-heard them in their 
paflage, not one perfon could have efcaped: 
the danger was great, but it (hews what fpirit 
and perfeverance will effeft. 

Having viewed the palace, we vllited the 
adjoining cathedral, which ftands within the 
walls of the citadel. In this cathedral*, 

* Lcngnich, Jus PubU 

* all 
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all the fovereignSy frcHn the time of Ladiflaus 
Loketec, have been interred> a few only ex- 
cepted, viz. Louis and Ladiflaus IIL who 
were kings of Hungary as well as of Poland, 
^d whofe bodies were depbiited in Hungary ; 
Alexander^ who died and was buried at Vilna ;; 
Henry of Valois, interred m France ; and the 
late monarch Auguftus IIL The laws of 
Poland are as cxprefs and ihinute in regulating 
the burial as the eleftion and coronation of 
the kings; and, as many curious circum- 
ftances attend their interment, I (hall' take 
this opportunity of laying the ceremony be- 
fore the reader. 

Since Warfaw has become the royal reli- 
dence, and the* place for the eleftion of the 
kings of Poland, the body of the deccafed 
prince muft be carried firft to that city; 
where it remains until the nomination of the 
new fovereign has taken place. It is then 
conducted in great ftate to Cracow ; and, 
two days before the day appointed for the 
ceremony of the coronation, the king eledt, 
preceded by the great officers of ftate, with 
their rods of office pointing to the ground, 
joins the funeral proceffion as it pa0es through 
the ftreets, and follows the body to the church 
of St. Staniflaus, where the burial fervice is 

performed : 
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performed: the remains are then depofited 
in the cathedral adj<»ning to the palace. It 
18 peculiar to the laws of Poland, that the 
funMcral of the deceaied monarch fhould im- 
mediately precede the coronation of the new 
ibvereign; and that the king eledt fhould be 
under a neceflity of attending the obiequies^ 
c^ his predecefTor. Hiftorians have fagely 
remarked, that this fingular cuftom was in- 
ftituted, in order to imprefs the new king 
with the uncertainty of hitman grandeur^ 
and to remind him of his duty, by iQixing the 
horrors of death with the pomp and dignity 
of his new ftation : yet we cannot but ob- 
ferve, that this precaution has not hitherto 
been produftive of any vifiblc effefts ; as it 
docs not appear that the kings of Poland have, 
governed with greater wifdom and juftice 
than other potentates. But it is moft pro- 
bable, that this cuilom took its rife from 
the habits of exterior homage, which the 
Poles afFed: to pay to tlieir fovereign in com- 
penfation for the fubfkntial dignity which 
they with-hold from him: this fpirit of 
mock-reverence they extend beyond the grave ; 
and while they fcarcely allow to the reigning 
king the fhadow of real authority, they heap 

upon 
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npon a deceafed monarch every poffible trap- 
ping of imperial honour. 

The fcpulchres of the kings of Poland are 
not diftinguifhed by any peculiar magnifi- 
cence: their figures are carved in marble of 
no extraordinary workmanfhip, and fbme arc 
without infcriptions. 

I felt a ftrong fentiment of veneration at 
approaching the afhes of Cafimir the Great, 
Avhom I confider as one of the greateft prin- 
ces that ever adorned a throne. It was not, ' 
however, the brilliancy and magnificence 
of his reign, his warlike atchievements, nor 
even his patronage of the arts and fciences ; 
but his legiflative abilities, and his wonderful 
beneficence to the inferior clafs of his fub- 
jedls, that infpired me with a reverence for 
his charafter. 

Cafimir was born in 1310} and in 1333 
afcfended the throne of Poland, upon the de- 
mife of his father Ladiflaus Loketec. Thte 
Polifh hiftorians dwell with Angular com- 
placency upon his reign, as the moft glorious 
and happy period of their hiftory -, and rer- 
cord with peculiar pleafure the virtues and 
abilities of this great and amiable monarch: 
nor are their praifes the echoes of flattery, 
for they were mofUy written fubfequent to 

Vol. h N his 
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his death, when another family was feated 
upon the throne. In perufing the reign of 
Cafimir, we can hardly Velieve that we are 
reading the hiftory of 'the fovereign of a bar- 
barous people in the beginning of the four- 
teenth century: it feems as if, by the af- • 
cendancy of his fuperior genius, he had 
anticipated the knowledge and improvements 
of the fucceeding and more enlightened pe- 
riods. 

From the moment of his acceflion his firil 
care was to fecure his kingdom againft fo- 
reign enemies: with this view he attacked 
the knights of the Teutonic order, with whom 
Poland had long been in an almoft continual 
ftate of warfare, and obliged them to pur- 
chafe a peace by the ceflion of Culm and 
Cujavia, which they had wrefled from his 
father : he then reduced Red Ruflla ; and 
annexed the duchy of Mafovia to the domi- 
nions of Poland. By thefe acquifitions he not 
only extended the frontiers of his empire, but 
rendered his dominions lefs liable to fudden 
invafions. But thefe great fuccefles were 
not able to excite in his breaft the fatal fpirit 
of military enterprize; he always confidered 
war as a matter of neceflity, not of choice, 
and as the means of fafety rather than of 

glory. 
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gloiy*. Having fecured his frontiers, as 
well by his victories as by treaties with the 
neighbouring powers, he turned his whole 
attention to the interior adminiftration of his 
kingdom; he built feveral towns, enlarged 
and beautified others : fo that Dlugoffius ■f', 
who wrote in the foUov^ing century, fiiys of 
him, V Poland is indebted to Cafimir for 
** the greateft part of her churches, palaces, 
** fortrefles and towns ;" adding . in allufion 
to a fimilar charafter given of AugUftus Cse- 
far, " that he found Poland of wood, and 
" left her of marble." He patronized letters ; 
founded the academy of Cracow; promoted 
induftry; and encouraged trade; elegant in his 
manners, and magnificent in his court, he was 

♦ Mitis ingenio, et quietis quam armorum appetentior^ 
Florus Pol. p. 116. 

t Tantus enim illi ad magnificandum, locupletandum-- 
que Regnum Poloniae inerat amor, ut graviffimos & 
notabiles fumptus in erigendis ex muro ecclefiis, caftrisy 
civitatibus, & curiis, faciendo ad id omnem folicitudinem 
curamque intenderit, ut Polonlam, quam luteam, ligneami 
& fqualidam repererat, hteritiam, gloriofarrij & inclytam, 
ficut evenit, reliquerit. Nam quicquid Polonia in caftris, 
ecclefiis, civitatibus, curiis, & domibus muronim continet, 
id pro nujori parte ab ipfo Cafimiro rege, & Aiis regiis 
fumptibus eft perfedtum. Lib.JX. p. 1164. 

N 2 (economical 
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oeconomical without meannefs, and liberal 
^ without prodigality. 

He was the great legiflator of Poland: 
finding his country without any written laws, 
he reviewed all the Ufages and cuftoms ; and 
digefted them, with fome additions, into a 
regular code, which he ordered to be pub- 
lifhed. He fimplified and improved the 
courts of juilice ; he was eafy * of accefs to 
the meaneft as well as the higheft of his fub- 
jedts, and folicitous to relieve the peafants 
from the oppreflions of the nobility : fuch 
indeed was the tendernefs he fhewed to that 
injured clafs of men, and fo many were. the 
privileges which he conferred upon them, 
that the nobles ufed to call him out of dcr* 
rifion Rex Rujlicorum, the king of the pea- 
fants; perhaps the moft noble appellation 
that ever was beftowed upon a fovereign, and 
far to be preferred to the titles of magnificent 
and great, which have been fo often lavifhed 
rather upon the perfecutors than the bene- 
factors of mankind. Human nature is never 

* Adcuntibus facilis, querimonias etiam inftmorum 
audivit, &c. Sarmfld. Cuilibet condition!, gcneri, atque 
aetati facilis ad eum patebat acccflus. Dlugoilius. 

perfedt ; 
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perfeft ; Cafimir was not without his fkilinrgs : 
voluptuous and fenfual^ he pufhed the plea-* 
fures of the table to intemperance ; aod hi$ 
inordinate paffion for women led him into 
fome anions, inconfiftent with the general 
tenor of honour and integrity which dif- 
tinguiflics his charader. But thefe defe<3:s 
influenced chiefly his private, not his public 
deportment ; or, to ufe the expreflion of a 
Polifh hifl:orian, his private failings were re- 
deemed by his public virtues * : and it is 
allowed by all, that no fovereign more con- 
fulted die happinefs of his fubjeds, or was 
more beloved at home and reipe<fted abroad. 
After a long reign of 40 years he was thrown 
from his horfe as he was hunting 5 and died af- 
ter a (hort illnefs in the 6oth year of his age,* 
carrying with him to the grave the regret of 
his fubjedls, and a claim to the veneration of 
poflerity. He is defcribed (for the figure of 
fo amiable a charadter cannot feil to be inter- 
eft:ing) as tall in his perfon, and inclined to 
corpulency, with a majeftic afpedt, thick and 
curling hair, long beard, and a ftrong voice 
fomewhat hfping -f. 

Next 

♦ Rcdimens viti^ virtutibus. Dlugoffius. 
^ Vir ftaturi dcvata, corpore craffo, fironte venerabili, 

N 3 • . crinc 
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Next to the remains of Cafimir repofe the 
afhes of Ladiflaus * II. known by the appel- 
lation of Jaghellon, the father of a race of kings 
called from him the Jaghellon line. This 
fovereign was originally duke of Lithuania, 
and, together with his fiibjefts, a worfliipper 
of idols ; but having embraced Chriftianity, and 
efpoufed Hedwige fecond daughter of Louis, 
he obtained the throne of Poland. This 
event happened in 1386, in which year he 
was publicly baptized, married, and cro\;raed 
at Cracow, and affumed a new baptifmal name 
of Ladiflaus II. : he died in 1434 in a very 
advanced age, in the 50th year of a long and 
glorious reign. 

Among his pofterity, whofe bodies are 
depofited in this cathedral ; the moft me- 
morable is Sigifmond I. a great and able 
monarch, the protestor of the arts and fci- 

crine circino et abundante, barba promifsa, voce aliquantu- 
Jum balba fed fonora. 

Deceflit Cafimirus a. 1370, fays Lengnich, cui Polonia 
leges, judicia, cultum, plurimas civitatcs, arces, ct alia 
cdilicia, debet. Hift. PoL p. 25. 

♦ He is fometimes called Ladiflaus IV. and fomctimes 
^adiflaus V.; but reckoning from the time the fovereigns 
of Poland aflumed the regal authority, he ought to be 
called Ladiflaus II. Ladiflaus inter Poloniae reges illius 
nominis fccundus. Lengnich, Hift. Pol. p. 31. 

ences. 
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enceS) which made no inconiiderable figure 
under his aufpices. He is reprefented, how- 
ever, as not fufficiently watchful over the royal 
prerogative*; and as yielding too eafily to 
the encroachments of the nobility, to the 
injury of fucceeding monarchs, and the de- 
triment of the republic. But thefe compli- 
ances admit of great palliation; when we 
refleft, that the nobles, to whom they were 
made, had raifed him to the throne, and were 
become nearly uncontroulable by the concef- 
fions of his immediate predeceflbrs. 

As I viewed the tomb of Sigifmond Au- 
guftus, fon of the laft-mentioned monarch ; 
I recoUefted, not without a mixture of regret 
and fympathy for this unhappy country, that 
in him terminated that hereditary influence, 
which had given tranquillity during a long 
fucceflion of fovereigns to the diets of elec- 
tion ; and that upon his death all thofe trou- 
bles and confufions, which are infeparablc 
from a crown wholly elective, broke in upon 
the kingdom. From this period the cabals 

* Ab hoc potiffimum rege nimis indulgente, iicenda no- 
bllitatis incrementa contra jura majeftatis, cum injuria 
fucccdentium regum, et reipub, decremento, fumere ct 
prxvalerc coepit, ut fapientes, &c. De Script. Pol. &c. 
P-4- 

N 4 and 
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U^d convulfions, continually recurring at every 
(?hoice of a new fovereign, rapidly impaired 
the ftrength of the ftatc, and the dignity of 
the throne. The Poles gradually loft their 
confequence among foreign powers ; and the 
authority of fucceeding kings depended more 
on their own perfonal abilities, and accidental 
circumftances, than on any permanent prin* 
ciple of vigour inherent in the crown, which 
has been nearly ftripped of all its preroga- 
tives. >:• > 

The firft of the new fucceflion, whofe 10^ 
mains are inteired in this church, is Ste- 
phen Balhori, prince of Tranfylvania, elcdled 
in 1576, upon the abdication of Henry of 
Valois : he owed his elevation to his mar- 
riage with Anne daughter of Sigifmond I. ; 
a princcfs who, being in the 5 2d year of 
Jier age, was not endowed with any win- 
ning attradtions, if flie had not brought a 
kingdom for her portion. The epitaph upon 
his tomb jullly afcribes to Stephen a long 
catalogue of civil and military virtues. 

I came next to the fepulchre of his fuc- 
ceflbr Sigiiinond III. fon of John III. king 
of Sweden, and of Catherine daughter of Si- 
gifmond I. : elefted king of Poland in IS^Jy 
he revived in his perfon, on the female fide, 

the 
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the race of the Jaghellon family. He was 
laifed to the throne of this country while 
he was prince royal of Sweden 5 and, upon 
the death of his father in 1 592, pofleffed both 
crowns ; but he gradually loft all authority in 
Sweden, and was at Icngtli formally depofed 
by the ftates of that kingdom. He owed his 
cxpulfion from Sweden to his partiality for 
Poland, to his bigoted zeal for the catholic 
religion, and above all to the fuperior genius 
of his uncle and rival Charles IX. He ex- 
pired in the 46 th year of his reign, and in the 
67th of his age. 

Near the body of Sigifmond lie thofe of his 
two fons; the eldeft, named Ladiflaus IV.^ eledt- 
ed king of Poland upon the demife of his fa- 
ther, fupported the dignity of his crown with 
reputation and honour; the fecond, John 
Cafimir, was a prince, whofe charaftcr and 
adventures are too fingular to be paffed over 
without particular notice. 

John Cafimir, fon of Sigifmond HI. by a 
Second wife Anne, fifter of the emperor Fer- 
dinand II. was educated in his father's court, 
upon whofe death his mother endeavoured, 
but without efFedt, to procure his eledion to 
the throne, in oppofition to his elder brother 
JLadiflaus IV* Repulfed from the throne, 

he 
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Iw! contiAdlcd a difguft to Poland, and under- 
took a journey to Spain with a view of ofFer- 
iiij; his Icrvices to his coufin Philip IV. 
then at war with France. Paffing through 
Aullria and Trent into Italy, he embarked at 
Genoa, in a vellel bound for Spain; but, 
prompted by curioiity, he ventured to land 
inco^to at Marleilles: being diicovered, he 
wa$ AiTCi^cii by order of the court of France, 
Ani oa Axoomt ci lu$ connection with the 
Kx;^ oif A;r5riu deaehr imprixoned for the 
f,X!o^*^ c^c^ r«K.> i«r? *. Being at length rc- 
i, v\\ : : rv i^^?jv^c5cn cf his brother the 
< : .-^ :\iifin^ hr r^rcuirtd to Rooie, and 
t!v-v. ^ .Srr o*:;: v>f oi'**c:i.>n or caprice, en-- 
tcrcc. ?-:. t>)e orocr of ihe Jcfu::?. After- 
V ,v>, r^^vn wc^ry cf his fir.ction, he quit- 
/: .; ;1..:: order, r.^.d \%m<; promoted to the rank 
i,i K nwir;;.]. I jxvi the death of his brother 
].?.i]il\: ^ IV. \^w^ abfolved from his vows 
•m ihc p< jv, he was deftcd king of Poland - 
.>^ !-..ai>.i; obtained a diipcnfation, married 
^,x ■^:^^ihc^'s widow, Louifa Maria daughter 
Ife^^ duke of Ncvcrs, a woman of great 
ity and ftill greater fpirit, who blended 
>tion wilh a ftrong propeniity to political 



^ FJorus Polon. p. 437, Cx foq. 
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intrigues : the foul of her hu{band's councils, 
fhe may be faid to have reigned over Poland, 
while he was only nominal king. Such was 
her afcendancy, that fhe prevailed upon him 
to folicit the nomination of the duke of En- 
guien, ion of the great Cond^, for his fuc- 
ceflbr ; a meafure fo contradidiory to the firft 
principles of the Polifh conftitution, as well as 
to his coronation oath, excited a general dif- 
content, and threw the kingdom into the moft 
violent commotions. 

The reign of John Cafimir was adtive and 
turbulent, memorable for the revok of the 
Coflacs of the Ukraine, for the unfuccefsfol 
wars with Sweden, and for the infurreftions 
of the nobility. Though, fo far from being 
deficient in military courage, that in every 
defperate emergency he always commanded 
his troops in perfon ; though, to ufe his 
own expreflion, " he was the firft to attack, 
** and the laft to retreat * ;" yet as he pre- 
ferred peace to war, and wanted the enter- 
prizing fpirit of his brother Ladiflaus IV. 
he was accufed by the Poles of indolence 
and pufillanimity. His political fagacity ap- 

♦ " Eum me efle, qui primus in praeliis, poftrcmus in 
f« difcrimine ct rcccffu." Zalufki Ep. vol. I. p. 57. 

pears 
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pears from his predidions ; that Poland, en- 
feebled by the anarchy of its government, 
and the licentioufhcfs of the nobles, would 
neceflarily be difmembered by the neighbour- 
ing powers. Worn out at length with the 
cares of royalty, fhocked at the diftreffed ftate 
of the kingdom, difcontented with the fac- 
tions of the nobility, afflicted at the death of 
his wife, and impelled by the verfatility of his 
difpofition, he abdicated the throne in the 
20th year of his reign, and in the 68th of 
his age. This extraordinary event took place 
on the 27th of Auguft, in the year 1668, 
before a general diet aflembled at Warlaw: 
the fcene was afFe<fling ; the condud: of the 
king manly and refolute ; and his fpeech 
upon that event is the fineft piece of pathetic 
eloquence recorded * in hiilory. 

Soon after his abdication he retired into 
France, and again embraced the ecclefiaftical 
profcfTion. Louis XIV. who prided himfelf 
in affording an afylum • to abdicated fove- 
reigns, gave him the abbeys of St. Germain, 
and St. Martin, without which lie would 
have had no means of fubliftcnce, as Poland 
foon with-hcld his pcniion ; a proof that the 

."* See Zalulki Epift. v. I. p. 57. 
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tears which were ftied at his abdication were 
not finccre. Notwithftanding his ecclefiafti- 
cal engagements, John Cafimir could not 
withftand the attractions of Marie Mignot, a 
woman, who, from being a laundrefs, had 
been married firft to a counfellor of Grenoble, 
and afterwards to the marflial de L'Holpital. 
She was a widow when fhfe attrafted the no- 
tice of the abdicated king, and fo powerful 
was the impreflion he received, that it was 
fufpefted he was fecretly married to her. . 
Cafimir is reprefented, by thofe who knew 
him in his retirement, as eaiy and familiar 
in his converfation, and difpleafed with re- 
ceiving any honours or titles due to his for- 
mer rank *. /He furvived his abdication only 
four years, and died at Nevers on the i6th 
of December, 1672, His body was brought 
to this city, and buried in the cathedral at 
the fame time with that of his fucceflbr Mi- 
chael, the day before the corpnation of John 
Sobieflci. 

Upon approaching the- remains of John 
Sobiefki, I recoUedted that when Charles XIL 
of Sweden entered Cracow he vifited thefe 
tombs, in order to pay a mark of refpedt to 

♦ Vie dc Spbieflci, I. p. 135. 

the 
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the memory of that great monarch : he is 
reported, as he hung with reverence over his 
fepulchre, to have cried out, " What a pity 
" that fo great a man fhould ever die!" 
May we not alfo exclaim, what a pity that 
a perfon, fo impreffed with a fenfe of Sobi« 
elki's virtues, fhould adopt only the military 
part of his charafter for the objed: of his 
imitation ! How infinitely inferior is the 
Swedifh to the Polifh fovereign ! The former, 
dead to all the finer feelings of humanity, 
was awake only to the calls of ambition; 
eveiy other fentiment being loft in the ardour 
for military honours. If pcrfonal courage be 
fufiicicnt to conftitutc a hero, he poflefled 
tliat quality in an eminent degree; but it 
was rather the braveiy of a common fbldier 
than of a general. Sobieflci, even' in that 
view of his charaftcr, has an equal .title to 
fame; for his valour was no lefs diftinguifli-. 
ed ; and in one refped: was fuperior, as it was 
not clouded with raflincfs, but tempered with 
prudence. Though the firft general of his 
age, he placed not his fole ambition in mi- 
litary glory; he was great in peace as well 
as in war : by the union of talents belonging 
to each department, he defended his country 
from impending danger, raifed her from her 

falling 
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felling ftate, and delayed during his reign the 
aera of her decline; while Charles, who was 
deficient in civil virtues, plunged Sweden^ 
which he found highly profperous, into ruin 
and defolation* In a word-, Charles had the 
cnthufiafm of a knight-errant, and Sobiefki 
the virtues of an hero *. 

About an Englifli mile from Cracow are 
the remains of an old ftrudture, called the 
palace of Cafimir the Great, which my ve- 
neration for that fovereign induced me to 
vifit, as there is a lingular pleafure arifing 
from feeing the Ipot that was once dignified 
by the refidence of an admired charadler. 
Little, I imagine, of the original palace, as 
it was built by Cafimir, exifts at prefent. 
In the inner court are the remains of a cdr- 
ridore with pillars of the Doric order; and 
upon one of the fide walls I obferved the 
white-eagle of Poland carved in ftone, and 
around it an infcription feemingly in old Go- 
thic charafters, of which I could only make 
out Ann. Dom. M.CCCLXVII, which an- 
fwers to the aera of Cafimir, who died in 
1 370. Several marble columns were fcattered 

* Sec an account of Sobidki's death and family, Chap. 
IV, of this book. 

around. 
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around, which fliewed the antient magnifi- 
cence of the building. The greatefl: part of 
the fabrick was evidently of later date than 
the reign of Cafimir, and was probably con- 
ftruded by fiiccceding fovereigns upon the 
foundation of the antient palace; perhaps by 
Stephen Bathori, as I could trace in one place 
an infcription, Sjcpbanus Dei gratia ; ^ind Bifo 
by Si^ifmond III. as I difcovered his cypher 
with the whcat-rtieaf, the arms of Guftavus 
Vafa, from whom he was lineally defcended. 

This palace was the principal refidence of 
Cafimir : in the garden is a mound of earth, 
or one of thofe barrows before mentioned, 
which is called the tomb of Efther the fair 
Jewefs, who was the favourite miftrcfs of that 
monarch. To the influc-^.ce of Either it is 
fiid the Jews owe the numerous privileges 
enjoyed bv them in Poland, which is called 
the Paradife of the Jews. But when the 
charafter of Cafimir is confidered, it will 
appear probable, that they were indebted for 
their favoumble reception in Poland more to 
his policy than to his afFcftion for his mif- 
trels 'y for in thofe times the Jews were the 
richclT: and moft commercial individuals in 
Europe: by allowing them, therefore, to fet- 
tle in Poland; and by granting them fome 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary immunities, he introduced trade 
and much wealth into his dominions. The 
number of Jews is now prodigious *, and they 
have in a manner engroffed all the conmierce 
of the country; yet this flourifhing ftate of 
their affairs muft not be attributed folely 
to the edidls of Cafimir in their fevour, but 
to the induftry of thofe extraordinary people, 
to the indolence of the gentry, and the op- 
prelTed condition of the peafants. 

* Sec p. 154, 
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CHAP- IL 

Mode of faluting and drefs of the Poles.— 
Account of the falt^mines of Wielitfka-— 
^heir extent and pro/it. — Journey to War- 
iaw. 

THE Poks feem a lively people, and 
ufe much aftion in their ordinary 
converfation. TlKir common mode of fa- 
luting is to incline their heads, and to ftrike 
their breaft with one of their hands, while 
they ftretch the other towards the ground; 
but when a common perfon meets a fupe- 
rior, he bows his head almoft to. the earth, 
waving at the fame time his hand, with which 
he touches the bottom of the leg near the 
heel of the perfon to whom he pays his 
obcilance. The men of all ranks generally 
wear whiikers ; and fliave their heads, leav- 
ing only a circle of hair upon the crown. 
The fummer drefs of the peafants confifts of 
nothing but a ihirt and drawers of coarfe 
linen, without fhoes or ftockings, with round 
caps or hats. The women of the lower clafs 
wear upon their heads a wrapper of white 
4 linen^ 




A Polish Gentleman o 
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linen, under which their hair is braided^ and 
hangs down in two plaits. I obferved ieyenl 
q£ than widi a long piece of white iinea 
hanging round the fide of their faces, and 
covering their bodies below their knees s this 
lingular kind of veil makes them look as |f 
they were doing penance* 

The drefs of the higher orders, both men 
and women, is uncommonly elegit. Thalt 
of the gentlemen is a waiftcoat with fleeVes, 
over which they wear an upper rohb of ft 
different colour, which reacihes down below 
the knee, and is faftened round the wAift wiflb 
a fafh or girdle ; the fleeves of this upper gaf ^ 
mcnt are in v^arm weadhcr tied behind the 
(houlders : a fabre is a neceflkry part of their 
drefs as a mark of nobility. In fummcr, the 
robe, &c. is of filk; in winter, of clothe 
velvet, or fluff, edged with fur. They wear 
fur-caps or bonnets, and bufkins of yellow 
leather, the heels of which are plated with 
iron or ftcel. The drefs of the ladies is a 
fimple polonaife, or long robe, edged with 
for. 

The Poles, in their features, look, cuf-* 
toms, drefs, and general appearance, re- 
femble Afiatics rather than Europeans; and 

O 2 they 
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they are unqueftionably defcendcd from Tar- 
tar anceftors. A German hiftorian*, well 
vcrfed in the antiquity of nations, remarks^ 
that the manner in which the Poles wear 
their hair is, perhaps, one of the moft an- 
tient tokens of their origin. So early as 
the fifth century fome nations, who were 
comprehended under the name of Scjrthians, 
had the fame cuftom. For Prifcus Rhstor, 
who accompanied Maximus in his emba^ 
from Theodofius II. to the court of Attila, 
defcribes a Scythian lord, whofe head was 
fhaved in a circular form •{•, a mode perfedly 
fimilar to the prefent falfhion in Poland. 

Before we quitted this part of Poland, wc 
vifited the celebrated falt-mines of Wielitfka, 
which are fituated within eight miles of 
Cracow. Thefe mines are excavated in a 
ridge of hills at the Northern extremity of 
the chain which joins to the Carpathian 
mountains : they take their appellation from 
the fmall village of Wielitfka : but are fome- 
times called in foreign countries the mines 
of Cracow, from their vicinity to that 
city. 

* Mafcow. 

t Capice in rotundum rafo. 

Upon 



C* 2. SALT MINES OF WIELITSKAv I97 

Upon OUT arrival at Wielkjka we repaired 
to the mouth of the mine ♦• leaving faftened 
three ieparate hammocks in a circle round 
the great rope, that is employe^ in drawing 
up the fait, we feated ourfeWs in a cotti-r 
modious manner : and were let down gently, 
without the Icaft apprchenfion of danger, 
about i6q yards below the firft- layer of felt. 
Quitting our hammocks, we pafled 4 long 
^d gradual defcent, fometimes through broad 
paflages or galleries capable of admitting fe- 
yeral carriages abreaft; ibmetinjes down flcps 
cut in the folid fait, which had the gjundeuf 
and commodioufnefs of the ftair-cafe in a 
palace* We each of us carried a light, and 
fcveral guides preceded us with lamps in their 
hands : the reflection of thefe lights upon the 
glittering fides of the mine was extremely 
beautiful, but did not cafl that luminous 
Iplendour, which fome writers have com^ 
pared to the luftrc of precipus floncs. 

The fait dug fi"om this mine is called 
Ziebna or Green $alt, for what re^fon I 
cannot determine ; its colour is an iron grey j 
when pounded it has a dirty a(h cplour like 

♦ There arc two other opei^ngs, down one of which the 
ipiliers defcend by ftairs, down the other by ladders^ 

O3 whftt 



what wc call brown filt. The quality im- 
proves in proportion to the (fepth of Ae mine r 
towards the fides and furface it is mixed with 
earthy or ftony particles; lower down it is 
£ud to be perfectly pure, and roquirss no 
other pixxefs before it is ufed than to be 
pounded. The fineft of this grey (kit, how« 
ever, is of a weafc quality when compared 
wUh our Qwnmon fea-falt : it is therelbre 
undoubtedly by no means perfeftly pure^ but 
is bknded with extraneous mixtures, though 
it ferves very well for common purpofes. 
Being almod as hard as ftone, the niiners 
hew it with pick-axes and hatchets, by a 
tedious operation, into large blocks, many of 
which weigh fix or {zvcn hundred pounds, 
Thefe large mafles are raifed by a windlafs, 
but the fmaller pieces are carried up by 
horfes along a winding gallery, which reaches 
to the furface of the earth. 

Befide the grey fpecies, the miners (bme- 
times difcovcr fmall cubes of white hit, as 
tranfparent as chryftal, but not in any confi- 
derable quantity; they find likcwife occa- 
fionally pieces of coal and petrified wood 
buried in the fait. 

The mine appears to be inexhauftiWe, as 
•vill eafily be conceived from the following 

account 
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account of its dimcnfions. Its known breadth 
is 1 1 1 5 feet ; its length 6691 feet ; and depth 
743 ; and the bejft-^judges on the fpot fuppofe, 
widi the greateft appearance of probability, 
this folid body of fait to branch into various 
directions, the extent of which cannot be 
known: of that part which has been per- 
iwated, the depth Ts^tml}^ calculated as far as 
they have hitherto dug; and who can afcer- 
tain how much farther it may defcend ? 

Our guide did not omit pointing out to us, 
what he confidercd as one of the moft re- 
markable curiofities of the place, fereral finall 
chapels excavated in the £dt, in which mafs 
is faid on certam days of the yfear; one of 
theie chapels is above 30 feet long and 25 
broad j the altar, the crucifix, the ornaments 
of the church, the ilatues of feveral faints^ 
are all carved out of the lalt. 

Many of the excavations or chambers, from 
whence the fait has been dug, are of an im- 
menfe fize ; fome are fupported with timber, 
others by vaft pillars of fait, which are left 
flanding for that purpofe : feveral of vafl di- 
menlions are without any fupport in the 
middle. I remarked one of this latter fort 
in particular, which was certainly 80 feet in 
height, and fo extremely long and broad, as 

O 4 ' almofl 
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almoft to appear amid the fubterraneous gloom 
without limits. The roofs of thefc vaults arc 
not arched, but flat. The immenfe fize of 
theie chambers, with the fpacious pailages or 
galleries, together with the chapels above* 
mentioned, and a few fheds built for the 
horfes which are foddered below, probably 
gave rife to the exaggerated accounts of fome 
travellers ; that thefe mines contain feveral vil- 
lages inhabited by colonies of miners, who 
never fee the light. It is certain that there 
is room fuificient for fuch purpofe^ ; but the 
fsiA is, that the miners have no dwellings 
under ground, none of them ren^aining below 
more than eight hours at a time, when ihcy 
are relieved by others from above. In truth, 
thefe mines are of a moft ftupendous extent 
and depth; and are fufficiently wonderful 
without the leaft exaggeration. We found 
them as dry as a room, without the leaft 
damp or moifture ; obferving only in our 
whole progrefs one fmall fpring of water, 
which is impregnated with fait, as it runs 
through the mine. 

Such an enormous mafs of fait exhibits a 
wonderful phaenomenon in the natural hiftory 
of this globe. Monfieur Guctard, who viiited 
thefe mines with great attention, and who has. 

publifhed 
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pabliihed a treatiie upon the £ul:ge£i:» informs 
us ; that the upperhioft bed of earth at the 
furface inimediately over the mines is fand; 
the fccond clay, occafionally mixed with fand 
:Mid gravel, and containing petri&dtions of 
marine bodies; the third cdcareous flone. 
From all thefe circumflances he conjefturcs 
that this fpot was formerly covered by the fea, 
and that the fait is a gradual depofit formed by 
the evaporation of its waters *. 
. Thefe mines have now been worked above 
600 years, for they are mentioned in the 
Polifh annals fo early as 1*237, ^^^^ B^-* 
leilaus -f* the Chafte, and not as a new dif- 
covery: how much earlier - they were known 
cannot now be afcertained. Their profits 
had long been appropriated to the king's 
privy purfe: before the partition they fiir- 
nifhed a coniiderable part of his prefent ma- 
jefly's revenue, who drew from them an an- 
nual average profit of about 3,500,000 Polifh 
florins, or j^. 97,222. 4/. 6d. fterling. They 
now belong to the emperor, being fituated 
within the province which he dilmembered 

♦ See Memoire fur les Mines de Sel dc Wielirika in 
Hift« de TAcad. des Sciences for 1762. 
t Lcngnicb, Jus Pub. vol. I. p. 249, 

from 



202 TRAVELS INTO POLAND. B. 2. 

fiom Poland ; but at the timft wc vifited them 
they were far from yielding a revenue equal to 
that which they had afforded to the king of 
Poland; for the Auflrian conimiflioncrs im- 
prudently raifed the price of fait, from an idea 
that Poland could not exift without drawing 
that commodity as ufual from Wielitlka, and 
would therefore be obliged to receive it at 
any price. This mode of proceeding offend- 
ing the Poles, the king of Pruffia, with hie 
ufual fagacity, did not negleA fuch an oppor- 
tunity of extending his commerce ; he imme- 
diately imported large quantities of fait, which 
he procured chiefly firom Spain, to Dantzic, 
Memmel, and Koningfburg, from whence it 
was conveyed up the Vifhila into the interior 
provinces : by thefe means he furniflicd great 
part of Poland with fait, at a cheaper rate than 
the inhabitants could procure it from tlie houfe 
of Auftria ; and in 1778 the mines of Wielit- 
fka only fupplied the diflridts which imme- 
diately border upon Auflrian Poland. 

I never faw a road fo barren of interefting 
fcenes as that from Cracow to Warfaw ; 
there is not a fingle objed: throughout the 
whole trad:, which can for a moment draw 
the attention of the moft inquifitive traveller. 
The countiy, for tlK moft part of the way, 

was 
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was level, with little variation of furfece : it 
was chiefly overfpread • with vaft tradts c^ 
thick gloomy foreft; and even where it was 
more open, the diftant horizon was always 
ikirted with wood. The trees were chiefly 
pines and firs, intermixed with beech, birch, 
and fmall oaks. The occaflonal breaks iq 
the fbreft prefentcd fome pafture ground> 
with here and there a few meagre crpps of 
com. 

Without having actually traverfed it, I 
could hardly have 'conceived {o comfortlefs a 
region : a forlorn ftiUnefs and foMtude pre- 
vailed almoft through the whole extent, with 
few fymptoms of an inhabited, and ftill lefs 
of a civilized country. Though we were tia- 
veiling in the high road, which unites Cracow 
and Warfaw, in the courfe of about 258 Englifh 
miles we met in our progrefs only two car- 
riages and about a dozen carts. The country 
was equally thin of human habitations : a 
few ftraggling villages, all built of wood, 
fuccecdcd one another at long intervals, 
whofe miferable appearance correfponded to 
the wretchednefs oif the country around them. 
In thefe aflemblages of huts, the only places 
of reception for travellers were hovels, be- 
longing to Jews, totally deftitute of furniture 

and 



204 TRAVELS INTO POLAND. B. 2. 

and every fpecies of accommodation. We 
could feldom procure any other room but 
that in which the family lived -, in the article 
of provifion, eggs and milk were our greatefl 
luxuries^ and could not always be obtained; 
our only bed was ftraw thrown upon the 
ground, and we thought ourfelyes happy when 
we could procure it clean. Even we, who 
were by no means delicate, juid who h^d long 
been accuftomed to all kinds of inconve^ 
niences, found ourfelves diftreiled in this 
land of defolation. In moil other countries 
we made a point of fufpending our journey 
during night, in order tbat no fcene might 
^fcape our obfervation^ yet we here even 
preferred continuing our route without inter- 
miflion to the penance we endured in thefc 
receptacles of filth and penury : and we have 
reafon to believe that the darknefs of the 
night deprived us of nothing but the light 
of gloomy fbrefts, indifferent crops of corn, 
and objedts pf human mifery. The natives 
were poorer, humbler, and more miferable 
than any people we had yet obferved in the 
courfe of our travels : wherever we flopped, 
they flocked around us in crouds ; and, 
afking for charity, ufed the moft abjed: gef- 
tures. 

The 
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The road bore as few marks of induftiy as 
the country which, it interfefts. It was beft 
where it was fandy; in other parts it was 
fcarcely paflable ; and in the marfhy grounds, 
where fome labour was abfolutely neceflary to 
make it fupport the carriages, it was raifed 
with flicks and boughs of trees thrown pro* 
mifcuoufly upon the furface, or formed by 
trunks of trees laid crofsways. After a tedious 
journey we at length approached Warfaw : but 
the roads being neither more paflable, nor the 
country better cultivated, and the fuburbs 
chiefly confifting- of the fame wooden hovels 
which compofe the villages ; we had no fuipi- 
cion of being near the capital of Poland until 
we arrived at its gates. 
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CHAP. III. 

jirrival at Warlaw, — Defcription of the city. 
' — "Journal of occurrences. — Prefentation to 
the king of Poland. — Palace. — Portraits of 
the kings of Poland. — Literary fociety.--^ 
Entertainment at the king's villa. — Supper 
in prince Poniatou(kiV garden. ^^Defcription 
of a fSte champetre given at Povonfki by 
the princefs Zartorifka, &c. &c. 

TH E fituation of Warfaw is not un- 
pleafant : it is built partly in a plain, 
and partly upon a gentle alccnt riling from 
the banks of the Viftula, which is about as 
broad as the Thames at Weftminftcr-Bridge, 
but very (hallow in fummer. The city and 
its fuburbs occupy a vaft extent of ground ; 
and are fuppofed to contain between lixty 
and feventy thoufand inhabitants, among 
whom are a great number of foreigners. 
The whole town has a melancholy ap- 
pearance, exhibiting that ftrong contraft of 
wealth and poverty, luxury and diftrefs, which 
pervades eveiy part of this unhappy country. 
The flrects are fpacious, but ill-paved ; the 

churches 
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churches and public buildings are large and 
magnificent; the palaces of the nobility arc 
numerous and fplendid; but the greateft part 
of the houfes, particularly in the fuburbs, are 
mean and ill-conftrufted wooden hovels. 

Auguft 2. The Englilh minifter being 
abfent in the country, we carried our letters 
of recommendation to Count Rzewuiki great 
marflial of the crown, who received us with 
much civility ; and appointed Sunday morning 
to prefent us to the king at his levee. At 
the hour appointed we repaired to court, and 
were admitted into the audience-chamber^ 
where the principal officers of tlie crown were 
waiting for his niajefly's appearance. In this 
chamber I obfcrved four bulls, placed by 
order of his prelent majcfty ; namely, thofc 
of Elizabeth queen of England ; Henry IV. 
of France ; John Sobiefki ; and the prefent 
emprefs of RuGia. 

At length the king made his appearance ; 
and we were prefented. His majcily talked 
to each of us a confiderable time in the moft 
obliging manner; he fiiLi nifuiy handfomc 
things of the Englifli nation, mentioned his 
refidence in London with great appearance of 
fatisfaction, and concluded by iaviting us to 
iupper in the evening, of which honour we 

had 



f* 



L 



2d8 travels TMTO POLAND, fl. 

had before had previous intimation from 
the great marfliaL The king of Poland is 
handfome in his perfoDj with an exprelTIve 
countenance, a dark complexion, Roman 
Bofe, and penetrating eye : he is uncom- 
monly pleafing in his addrefs and nianner, 
and poflefTes great fweetnefs of condefcenfion, 
tempered with dignity* He had on a full- 
drefled fuit; which circuuiftancc I mei^tion 
becaufe he is the firft king of this country 
who has not worn the national habit, or 
who has not fliaved his head after the Poliih 
cuftom- His example has of courfe had 
many imitators : and I vms much furprized 
to fee fo Aw of the chief nobility in the 
national garb. The natives however in ge- 
neral are fo attached to this drefs, that in 
the diet of convocation which aflembled 
previous to the cledion of his prefent majefty. 
It was propofed to infcrt in the PaBa Convenm 
an article^ whereby the king fliould be obliged 
to wear the Polifh garment : but this motion 
was over-ruled i and he was left at hberty to 
confult his own tafte* At his coronation he 
laid alide the antient regal habit of cere- 
mony ; and appeared in robes of a more mo- 
dern fafhion, with hi& hair flowing upon hit 
(hpulders* 

Tho~ 
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The levee being ended, we went through the 
iEipartments of the palace : it was built by Sigif- 
mond IIL and fince his time has been the prin-* 
cipal refidence of the Polilh monarchs* War- 
law is fkr more conlmodious for the capital 
than Cracow^ becaufe it is iituated nearer to 
the center of the kingdom, and becaufe the diet 
is, aflembled in this city. The palace ftands 
upon a rifing ground at a fmall diilance &om 
the Viftula^ and conunands a fine view of 
that river and of the adjacent country. Next 
to the audience-chamber is an apartment 
fitted up with marble, which his majefty has 
dedicated^ by the following infcription, to the 
memory of his predeceflbrs the kings of Poland: 
Regum Memoriadkavit Stanijlaus Augujius hocce 
monumentum, 1 77 1 . The portraits of the fove- 
reigns are ranged in chronological order : the 
feries begins from Boleflaus, and is carried 
down to his prefent majefly, whofe pifture 
is not yet finifhed. Thefe heads are all paint- 
ed by Bacciarclli, and well executed : the 
portraits of the earlier kings are iketched from 
the painter's imagination ; but that of Ladif- 
laus II • and moft of his fucceflbrs, are copied 
fxovci real originals. They altogether pro- 
duce a pleafing effedt, and may be confidered 
as an agreeable fpecies of genealogical table. 
Vol. L P In 
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In this apartment the king gives a dinner 
every Thurfday to the men of letters who are 
moft confpicuous for their kaming and abi- 
lities: his majefly himielf prefides at table^ 
and takes the lead in the graces of conver- 
£ition as much as in rank ; and, though a 
fovereign, does not think it beneath him to 
be a moft entertaining companion. The 
perfons who are admitted to this fociety read 
^occafionally treatifes upon different topics i^f 
hiftory, natural philofophy, and other mifceU 
laneous fubjefts : and> as a code of laws was 
compiling in order to be prefented to the 
hext diet, parts of that code, or obfervations 
relating to legiflation in general, and the con- 
ftitutlon of Poland in particular, were intro- 
duced and perufed. The king zcaloufly en- 
courages all attempts to refine and polKh his 
native tongue, which had been much negle<ft- 
ed during the reigns of his two prcdeceflbrs, 
who v/ere totally ignorant of the Polifh 
language, tic is fond of poetry -, accordingly 
that fpecics of compofition is much culti- 
vated at thefe meetings. The adjoining apart- 
ment was hung with tlie portraits of the 
principal members of tht: fociety. 

In obedience to the king's condefcending 

invitation, we proceeded, about eight in the 

§ evening. 
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evening, to one of the royal villas, fituated in 
^ the midft of a delightful wood about three 
miles from Warfaw. It is fmall, conliiHng 
of a faloon, and four other apartments upon 
the firft floor, together with a bath, from 
^vhich it takes its name of la Mat/on de Bain: 
above are the fame number of rooms; each 
of them fitted up in the moft elegant manner. 
The king received us in the faloon with 
wonderful affabiKty: his brother and two of 
his nephews were prefent, and a few of the 
nobility of both fexes, who generally com-* 
pofe his private parties. There were two 
tables for whift, and thpfe who wfere not en- 
gaged at cards walked about, or ftood at 
different fides of the room, while the king, 
who feldom plays, converfed occafionally with 
every onfe. At about half an hour after nine, 
fupper' being announced, we followed the 
king into an adjoining apartment, where was 
a fmall round table with eight covers: the 
fupper confifted of one courfe and a defert. 
His majefty fat down, but eat nothing; he 
took a confiderable fhare in the converfation, 
without wholly engroffing it. After fupper 
we repaired to the faloon, part of the comipany 
fttumed to their cards, while we, out of re- 
fpedt to the king, continued ftandipg, until 

P2 bi$ 
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his inajdRy was pleafed to propofe fitting 
dowD» adding, '^ we (hall be more at our eai^ 
** chatting round a table." We according 
leated ourfelves, and the converfktion laited 
without interruption, and with perfed eafe, 
till midnight, when the king retired. Befi»e 
he withdrew, he gave a general order to a. 
nobleman of the party, that we fhould be 
conduded to fee every objedl in Warlaw wor- 
thy of a ftranger's curiofity. This extraor- 
dinary degree of attention penetrated us with 
gratitude, and proved a prelude to ilill greater 
honours. 

Auguft 5. We had the honour of dining 
with his majefty at the fame villa, and expe- 
rienced the fame eafe and affability of recep- 
tion as before. The king had hitherto talked 
French, but his majc^ now did me the 
honour to convcr'c with me in Englifh, 
wliich he fpeaks remarkably well. He ex- 
prcfled a very flattering prcdiledtion for our 
nation : he furprized me by his extraordinary 
knowledge of our conftitution, laws, and hif- 
tory ; which was (o circumftantial and exadl, 
that he could not have acquired it without 
infinite application : all his remarks were 
pertinent, juft, and rational. He is familiarly 
convcrlant with our beft authors s and hi« 

enthufiaftic 
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enthufiaftic admiration of Shakefpeare gave 
me the moft convincing proofs of his intimate 
acquaintance with our language, and his taftc 
for the beauties of genuine poetry. He in- 
quired much about the ftate of arts and fci- 
cnces in, England; and fpokc with raptures 
upon the protedtion and encouragement which 
our fovercign gives to the liberal arts and to 
every fpecics of literature. After we • had 
taken our leave, we drove round the wood to 
fevend other villas, in which the king oc- 
cafionally refides. They are all conftrudted 
in different ftyles with great tafte and elegance. 
His majefty is very fond of architecture ; and 
draws himfelf all the plans for the buildings, 
and even the defigns for the interior decora- 
tions of the feveral apartments. 

In the evening we had the pleafure of meet- 
ing his majefty at his brother's, prince Poni- 
atoufki, who gave us a moft elegant enter- 
tainment at a garden which is fitiiated near 
his villa, and is richly ornamented with build- 
ings. The tafte of the Polifh nobility is not 
to be controuled by want of any materials ; 
for if they cannot procure them from nature, 
th^ make a reprefentation of them by art. 
In the prefent inftance, as there are no quar- 
ries of f^on^ near Warfaw, the prince has 

P 3 fubftituted 
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fubftituted a compofition fo nearly ref^bUng 
flonc, that the moft minute obferver can 
fcarcely difcover the difference. Wc arrived 
at the garden about nine : it was a beautiful 
evening of one of the moft fultry days wc had 
experienced this fummer. After walking 
about the grounds, we came to a grotto of 
artificial rock, where a fpring of water drip-* 
ped through the* fides, and fell into a baibn 
with a pleafing murmur. We were fcarcely 
•affembled in this delightful fpot, when the 
king made his appearance : we rofe up to 
meet him ; the ufual compliments being paff- 
cd, we attended his majefty about the grounds, 
and then returned to the grotto, round which 
we ranged ourfelves upon a bank covered 
with mofs. The moon was now rifen ; and 
added greatly to the beauty of the fcene. I 
happened to be feated next to the king (for 
all form and ceremony was baniflied), who 
talked with me as ufual, in Englifh, on the 
arts and fciences, literature, and hiftory. In 
the courfs of this converfation I ventured 
to alk whether there was any good poetry in 
the Polifti language. His majefty told me, 
" We have fome lighter pieces of poetry, by 
** no means contemptible, and an indifferent 
** epic poem ; but the work of chief poetical 

" excellence 
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'* excellence in our tongue is a fine tranflation 
« of the Gtrvfidemme Liberata of Taflb, far 
*' fuperior to any tranflatbns of that admira-^ 
^* ble poem in other languages ; fonote Italians 
•* of tafte and judgment have efteemed it 
** not much inferior to the original perform- 
'^ ance." I then took the liberty of inquiring 
concerning the hiftorical produdions of Po- 
.land ; when the king informed me» that they 
had no good hiflory of their country in Poli/h, 
which he looked upon as a national reflections 
though he flattered himfelf it would foon be 
removed, as a perfon of genius and erudition *, 
admirably calculated for the undertaking, 
was now employed in .that work. Upon 
cxpreffing my furprize at a circumflance 
almofl peculiar to Poland, that they had no 
hiftory in their native tongue; his majefty 

* Narufzewicz, biihop of SmoIen(ko. In 1785, he had 
already printed the 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th volumes. He bad 
poftponed printing his firft volume, until he had received 
farther documents from Rome -, for diis reafon the work 
was not then publifhed. The fecond volume begins with 
Miciflaus I ; and the fifth ends with the death of Ladiflaus 
Loketec, in 1333. The fixth, which was in the prefs, 
contains the reign of Cafimir the Great; and the fcventh. 
will comprife the interregnum which followed the death 
of Cafimir, the reign of Louis, and the fubfequent inter- 
regnum, to the eledlion of Ladiflaus Jaghellon. • 

P 4 condefccnded 
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condefcended to acquaint mc, that th^ had 
&veral exceUent hiflorians, but all of them 
had written in Latin i '< the knowledge of 
** this language,'" his majefly remarkedt 
^^ is very general among the Poles ♦ ; the 
'^ earlieft laws are all drawn up in Latia 
^ until the reign of Sigiimond AuguftuSj 
*^ when they begap to be compofed in the 
'< vernacular language ; the old Pa^aConven-^ 
*• /^ are all in Latin ; thofe of Ladiflaus IV. 
f* being the firft that appeared in Polifli/* 
This converfation, in which I was at a lofs 
whether to admire moft the knowledge op 
condefcenfion of the king, was interrupted by 
the prince, who propofed a turn in the gar-? 
den before fupper : his highnefs led the way, 
and the company followed ; we pafled through 
a fub terraneous paflage, long and winding, 
with here and there a (ingle lamp, which 
(hed a glimmering light -, we came at length 
to a wooden door, which feemed the entrance 
intQ fome hovel j it opened, and we found 

* I had fcveral opportunities of remarking the preva- 
Icncy of the Latin tongue in Poland ; when I vifited the 
prifons I converfed in that language with a common fol- 
dicr, who flood guard at the entrance : he fpoke it with 
great fluency. 

Qurfelvesi 
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ourfelves^ to our great aftoniihrnent^ in a fu-» 
perb faloon, illuminated with innumeraUc 
Iwips. It was a rotunda^ with an elegant 
dome of the moft beautiful fymmetry; in 
the circumference were four ppen.recefles be* 
. tween pillars of artificial marble * :" in the 
recefles were fophas, with paintings^ infrefco^ 
jreprefenting^ the triumph^ of Bacchus, Silenus, 
Love, and the vidlory of the Emprefs of Ruffia 
over the Turks. As we were admiring the 
beauty and elegance of the rotunda, our ears 
were on a fudden regaled with a concert of 
exqiufite mufic from an ii\vifiblc band. While 
we were liftening tp this agreeable perform- , 
ance, and conjedturing fi-om what quarter it 
came, a magnificent table was fpread in the 
midfl of the faloon with fuch expedition, as 
to rcfen^ble the eifeds of enchantment Wc 
inunediately fat down to fupper with the 
king, the prince, and a chofen company: 
our fpirits were elevated by the beauty of 
the faloon, by the hofpitality of the prince, 
and by the aflability of the king ; who, fo far 
fix)m being a conftraint to the fociety, greatly 
enlivened it by his vivacity, and feemed the 

* Thefe pillars are of the lame comppfidon and colour 
fHth thgfe of ^c Pantheon in Qxfiord^StreeCr 

foul 
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foul of the party. I never pailed a more 
agreeable evening ; the converfation was ani-* 
mated and rational ; while the ibcial e^ and 
freedom, which diffuied itfelf through every 
part of the company, realized this beautiful 
.convivial pi&ure ; 

La Liberti convroe atmable 
Met les deux coudesfur la table ♦. 

Even without the luftre of a crown, which 
is apt to dazzle our judgments, the king q£ 
Poland could not &il of being efteemed one of 
the moft agreeable and poHte gentlemen in 
Europe : he has a furprizing fund of intereft- 
ing converfation ; and I never had the honour 
of accefs to his company without being both 
informed and delighted; His majefty did 
not retire until one o'clock, when the com- 
pany feparated ; and we returned to Warfaw, 
highly. pleafed with our evening's entertain- 
ment. 

I have had frequent occafion to mention 
the elegance and luxury of the Polifli nobility 
in their houfes and viUas; in their decora- 
tions and furniture they feem to have hap- 
pily blended the Englifh and French modes ; 

♦ Voltaire. 

in 
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in their entertainments they are exquifitely 
refined; and as they fpare no expence^ and 
have a natural good tafte, they generally fuc- 
ceed in creating pleafure and furprize. Wc 
every day experienced the agreeable efFefts cf 
their hofpitality and politenefs ; but by none 
were we fo elegantly regaled as by the princefs 
Zartorifka in 2i ftte champetre^ of which I 
fhall attempt a defcription. 

Povonfki, the villa of prince Adam Zar-. 
torifld, is about three miles from Warfaw 
in the midft of a foreft : the fituation is al- 
moft level, with here and there a gentle flope^ 
which produces an agreeable variety. A river 
runs through the grounds, which are laid 
out in the Englifh tafle, with a beautiful 
intermixture of lawn and wood; walks arc 
cut through the wood, and carried along the 
fide of the water. 

The houfe, which ftands upon a gentle 
rife, has the appearance of a cottage, .con* 
ftrud:ed like thofe of the peafants, with trunks 
of trees piled upon each other, and thatched 
with ftraw : befide the principal building, 
inhabited by the prince and princefs, there 
are feparate cottages for the children and at* 
tendants, each of which has its inclofures and 
finall garden; this group of ftru<ftures bears 

the 
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the refemblance of a village, compofed of 
huts fcattered at a fball diftance from each 
other. Other buildings, fuch as fummer- 
houfes, pavilions, ruftic iheds, and ruins, arc 
difperied throughout the grounds ; the Aablea 
are conftrudted in the form of an half-demo* 
lUhed amphitheatre. Several romantic bridges^ 
rudely compofed of the trunks and bent 
branches of trees, contribute to heighten the 
ruiHcity of the fcenery. 

Upon our arrival we repaired to the princi- 
pal cottage, where the princefs was ready to 
receive us : we expefted the infide to be for- 
aiflied in the fimple ftyle of a peafant's hovel ; 
but were furprized to find every fpecies of 
elegant magnificence which riches and tafte 
could colledt. All the apartments are deco- 
rated in the moft coflly manner; but the 
iplendour of the bath-room was peculiarly 
fbiking: the fides are covered from top to 
bottom, with fmall fquare pieces of the fineft 
Drefden china, each ornamented with an 
elegant fprig ; and the border and cieling are 
painted with beautifiil feftoons. The expence 
of fitting up this apartment mufl: have been 
prodigious ; as each piece of china coft at 
Drefden three ducats *. After we had fur- 

* About il. 7$, $d. 

veyed 
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veyed all the apartments, we proceeded to 
an inclofure near the houfe, furrounded with 
large blocks of granite heaped one upon ano- 
ther, and fallen trees placed in the mofl na- 
tural and pidhirefque manner ; here we drank 
tea upon the lawn. From thence we re- 
paired to the ieveral cottages inhabited by 
the children; which are fitted up in different 
%le$, but with equal elegance. Every thing 
without doors gives one the idea of an happy 
peafant's £uiiily; within all is cofUinefs and 
tafle : I never £iw fuch a ffaiking contrail of 
iimplicity and magnificence. 

Afor walking round the grounds, which 
are prettily laid out in the Englifh tafle of 
gardening; the company all adjourned to 
a Turkifh tent of rich and curious work- 
manfhip, pitched in a beautiful retired field 
near the flables, which reprefent a mined 
amphitheatre. This tent belonged to the 
grand-vizier, and was taken during the lat& 
war between the Rufiians and the Turks : 
under it was a fettee, and a carpet fpread 
upon the ground. Here wc remained con- 
verfing until it was quite dufk, when the 
princefs propofed returning 5 fhe led us through 
the houfe to a fmall fpot of rifing ground, 
where we were fuddenly flrack with a moft 

beautiful 
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beautiful illumination. A ruftic bridge, con- 
fifting of a fingle arch over a broad piece of 
Water, was ftudded with feveral thou&nd 
lamps of different colours ; the refiedtion 
iidiereof in the water was fo ftrong as to 
deceive the eye, -and gave the whole the 
appearance of a brilliant circle fufpended in 
the air: the efFeft was fplendid beyond de- 
fcription, and confiderably heightened by the 
gjloom of the foreft in the bacfc-ground. 
While we continued admiring this delightful 
fcene, a band of mufic ftruck up at a litde 
diflance, and amufed us with an cxceDent 
concert. We were then led from this en- 
chanting fpot, acrofs the illuminated bridge, 
to a thatched pavilion; open at the fides, and 
fupported by pillars ornamented with garlands 
and twifted feftoons of flowers: we found 
within a cold collation, and fat down to a 
table covered with all kind of delicacies, with 
the moft coftly wines, and every fpecies of 
fruit which art or nature could fiiniifli. The 
evening was delightful, the fcenery pidturefque, 
the fare delicious; the company in good 
fpirits ; for who could be otherwife, when 
every circumftance, which the tafle and in- 
genuity of our feir hoftefs could invent, con- 
fpired to heighten the entertainment? The 

collation 



croQation being ended, we roie from table : 
which I concluded to be the ctefe of th6 en- 
tertainment, but was agreeably difappointed : 
the gardens^ were fuddenly illuminated; wc 
all ranged about as fancy didated ; •and were 
gratified with the found of wind inflniments 
played by muficians difperfed m different parts 
of the grounds. We repafled the bridge, and 
returned into the cottage, when the two 
eldefl daughters of the princefs, habited in 
Grecian drefJes of the mofl elegant fimplicity, 
performed a Polifh and a Coflac dance; the 
formfer ferious and graceful, the latter comic 
and lively. The eldefl fon, a boy about 
eight years old, next performed a hornpipe 
with great agility, and afterwards a dance in 
the flyle of the Polifh peafants with much 
humour. It was now pafl two in the morn- 
ing ; we feemed as if we could flay for ever ; 
but as there mufl be an end of all fublunary 
joys, we took our leave, exprefling our thanks 
and gratitude in language far unequal to our 
feelings. Imagination can fcarcely form a fSte 
cbampetre fo elegant: and I am perfuaded> 
that it will feldom fall to the lot of the fame 
perfon to partake of fuch a pleafing enter- 
tainment twice ill his life. 

The 
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The day before our departuie fixxn this 
town we dined with the biihop of Plotfkq^ 
Ac king's brother^ at his palace of Jabloniika 
about eight miles from Wariaw. The pa-* 
lace is an handfome building, conftruded 
after a deiign, and at the expence, of hi» 
majefly. One of the apartments, called tho 
Turkifh ialoon, is remarkable for its d^anco 
and Angularity : it is in the Oriental tafte, of 
an oblong fhape, very lofty, with a fountain 
in the middle, furrounded with a parterre of 
flowers. Between the parterre and fides of 
the room are ranges of TurkiQi fophaSf 
The variegated tints and rich fragrance of 
the flowers, joined to the tranfparcncy and 
murmurs of the fountain, produce a moft 
pleafing effefl: ; and, together with the cool-^ 
nefs of the apartment, render it a delicious 
retreat from the heats of fummer. The Viftute 
winds along at a fmall diftance from the palace, 
through a fandy and almoft level country. 

In the evening we accompanied prince 
Staniflaus to his majefty's villa, well aflured 
of pafling an intereliing evening ; but it was 
now embittered with the reflection that , it 
would never again be repeated, and that this 
was the laft: time of our being admitted to 
the company of fo amiable a monarch. In 
7 the 
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the following converlation I had an additional 
proof of his humanity and condefceniion : 
^* You have been to the prifons *, and I am 
^* afraid you found them in a wretched con- 
^* dition." To have mentioned all their abu- 
Tes, when I knew that his majefly could not 
alter them, would only have been an infult ; 
I endeavoured therefore to palliate my an- 
fwer, by remarking, what is but too true, 
that in feveral inftances they were not fo ill 
regulated as in England. " I am furprized," 
returned the king, " that a nation, who fo 
'* juftly piques itfelf for its humanity, fhould 
'* be deficient in fo eflential an article of 
" police." I then ventured, with as much 
delicacy as poflible, to point out one material 
abufe in the prifons of Warfaw, which I 
thought might probably be in his majeily's 
power to alleviate at ieaft, if not to remedy. 
The circumftancc which I alluded to was, that 
there is no feparate room for the accommoda- 
tion of fick prifoners; at the fame time I begged 
pardon for this inftance of prefumption, which 
nothing but my compaflion for the unfor- 
tunate could have extorted from me. ** He 
^ who pleads the caufe of the unhappy,*' 

♦ See the latter part of Chap. V. 
Vol. I, Q^ replied 
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replied his majefty, " is always liftened to- 
" with pleafure ;*' an expreffion I (hall never 
forget, and which convinced me, by the pa-^ 
thetic manner in which it was uttered, that 
it was the real fentiment of his heart. The, 
turn of the conversation led the king to en- 
large upon the code of laws preparing for the 
infpedtion of the approaching diet^ when his 
majefly expatiated, with peculiar fatisfeftion^ 
upon feveral beneficial regulations calculated 
to promote the impartial adminiflxation^ of 
juftice. " Happy Englifhman !" exclaimed 
the king, " your houfe is raifed, and mine is- 
** yet to buildJ' Every part of this con- 
ference imprefled me with the higheft opinios: 
of the king's benevolence, patriotifm, and 
legiflative abilities. 

After fupper, which pafled no lefs agree- 
ably than the preceding entertainments, we 
were prefented to take leave : the king conde- 
fcended to inquire of us the route we intend- 
ed to take 'y and to point out what was moft 
likely to occur worthy of obfervation. " Your 
" majefty," I ventured to obferve, " has omit- 
** ted the manufadlures which you have efta- 
" blifhed at Grodno */* « An Englifhman,!' 
replied the king, " after having feen the 

♦ See Chap. VI. article Grodno. 

** manxv- 
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** manufadhires of his own country, will find 
** little defcrving his curiofity in any other, 
*• and particulariy in this kingdom, where 
** there is fuch a fettled averfion to com- 
** merce. The eftablifhment at Grodno is 
** but a beginning: I confider it only as a 
** pledge of my future intentions." I then 
mentioned the new regulations in the univcr- 
fity of Vilna, and the foundation of a phyfic- 
garden at Grodno. " You are deceived by 
** the fimilarity of names. An Englifli uni- 
** verfity is as much fuperior to foreign femi- 
" naries, as your nation excels all others in 
5* the cultivation of literature, and the en- 
" couragement given to genius and abilities. 
" The academy at Vilna is more the image 
*' of what it was, and of what it ought to be, 
** than an objedt of a traveller's curiofity." 
He then gracioufly exprefled his regret at our 
departing fo foon from Warfaw, and, wiihing 
us a good journey, retired. 

I flatter myfelf, that I fhall not appear too 
minute in relating all thefe circumftances ; 
the familiar incidents of domeftic life place 
the charadter of a fovereign in a tmer point of 
view than the more fplendid occurrences of pub* 
lie grandeur, where the real difpofition is often 
diiguifed by form, or facrificed to policy. 

QjL Such . 
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Such were the remarks which I made at 
Warlaw in 1 779 ; a fecond viiit to the fame 
capital, in 1785, fiirnifhed me with little ad- 
ditional matter. 

May 29, 1785. About leventy miles from 
Konig(berg, we quitted the Black Eagle of 
Pruffia and recognifed the White Eagle of 
Poland; and, pafling through feveral miie- 
rable villages, which announced the wretch- 
cdnefs of Poland, we reached, on the even- 
ing of the 31ft, Warfaw, without meeting 
with a fingle objeft worthy of attention, 
or a fingle adventure worthy of notice. 

Having before defcribed our prefentariomt at. 
court, and reception from Staniflaus Auguftus, 
I (hall not again repeat fimilar marks of con- 
defcendence and benignity with which I was 
honoured by that amiable fovereign, nor the 
hofpitable manner in* which I was again re- 
ceived by the Polini nobility. 

The reader will recoiled: that, in 1779, 
when I firft vifited Warfaw, I defcribed Po- 
land as almoft a RulTian province, governed 
by the embaflador of Catharine the Second. 

In my fecond tour, I found the whole 
kingdom in a ftate of the fame fubjedion to 
RulTia as in my firft expedition, and fatally 
announcing, by its total de'pendance on a fo- 

rcio-n 
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reign power, its fad decline from its former 
preponderance in the North, and the wretched 
tonftitution by which it is governed. 

Although it is foreign to my purpofe to 
take notice of any changes which may have 
taken place in Polaftd finte my departure, 
in May 1785, yet I cannot avoid remarking, 
that in 1789 and 1790, the emprefs of 
Ruffia entirely loft her in^uence in that 
country, withdrew her troops, and recalled 
her embaflador; and that the natives had 
made fome efforts to increafe and difcipline 
their army, and to raife their confequence 
in the cpnfideration of Europe. 

The 'permanent council has been abolifh- 
cd, and feveral alterations introduced into 
the form of government, tending to eman- 
cipate the country from the influence of 
Rufiia, and to reflore it to itfelf, if it is 
poflible to reflore a country in which anar^ 
chy is the chara6teriflic feature. 

But as long as the monarchy continues 
elediive*, as long as the nobles and gentry 

♦ The reader will recolleft, that thefe remarks were 
made when Poland was an elediive monarchy ; what effect 
the late furprifing revolution, which, if permanent, has 
introduced an hereditary monarchy, may have on this hir 
thcrto convulfed kingdom, is an inquiry foreign from the 
ppefent work. ^ 

Q^ alone 
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alone enjoy the right of pofTefling land, and 
as long as the peaiants are flaves, all altera- 
tions in the form of government muft be 
merely nominal, and its effence muft ftill 
continue the fame. The king muft always be 
a puppet in the hands of his moft powerful 
neighbour, and the nobles, in whom are vefted 
the fupreme authority, turbulent, and above con- 
troul, except awed by fome foreign power. 

In faft, Poland has no nerve or vigour of 
its own, but receives its impulfe from one 
pf the great neighbouring powers by which 
it is furrounded. By the change of northern 
politics, the king of Pruflia, in alliancp wjth 
Great Britain and Holland, has fi^reened 
to the influence before pofleiTed by Catharine 
the Second, and diredts the republic almoft 
with the fame unbounded fway. But the 
fate of Poland, like that of its vaflal the duke 
of Courland, muft ultimately depend upon 
the event of the prefent war between Ruflia 
and the Turks, and on tlie final tendency of 
the negotiations, either to enlarge or to con- 
fine the prepondei-ance of Ruflia in the fcale of 
the North. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP, IV. 

Villanow the favourite palace of John SobiefkL 
— Account of that monarch. — Circumjiances 
of Bis death. — Intrigues of his queen. — D/- 
n)iJion and cabals of his family. — Fortunes 
of his children. — ExtinSiion of bis name.-^ 
genealogical table of his defcendants^ 

AUGUST 6, 1 779. We paffed the day at 
Villanow, where we dined with prince 
IZartoriikL He is a fine old man, near four- 
fcore, and lives in Ae true ftjrlfe of ancient 
fiofpitality ; he is <x)njftantly attended by his 
own gyards, which I mention, not as being 
peculiar to him, who ei^oys the iirft offices 
of the republic, but becaufc it leads me to 
remark that eyery Poliih nobleman may have 
as many guards as he can afford tp main^ 
tain. 

The prince keeps an open table, at which 
there are feldom lefs than twenty or thirty 
covers. His revenues are large, amounting 
to near ^. 100,000 fterling per annum i and 
his ftyle of living correfponds tQ thjs great 
income. 

Qj. Villanow 
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Villanow was built by John Sobiefki the 
conqueror of the X^^^^s and deliverer of 
Vienna : it was the favourite refidence of that 
great monarch, where he mofUy lived when 
not in arms, and where he clofed his cjay^ 
The palace, being fold after his death, came 
by marriage into the family of Zartorifki; 
it was lent to Auguftus II. who confiderably 
enlarged it. The outfide is ornamented with 
leveral baflb relievos, rcprefenting the prin- 
cipal victories of John Sobiefki, which were 
probably added by Auguflus } for the forqier 
was too modefl: and unafluming to efeft monu- 
ments of his own glory. 

The 2jra of John Sobiefki, fplendid in 
itfelf, appears more luminous, when con- 
trafted with the darknefs which preceded and 
followed. The reigns of his immediate pre- 
deceflbr and fucceflbr were convulfed with 
internal commotions ; but the fpirit of difcord 
and anarchy was laid for a time by his tran- 
fcendent genius. Under his aufpices Poland 
fjem^d to revive from the calamities which 
had long opprcfled her, and again to recover 
her antient fplendour : fuch is the powerful 
afcendancy of a great and fuperior mind. 
His military talents require no other tefli- 
mony than the victory of Chotzim, the reco- 
very 
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very of the Ukraine, repeated defeats of the 
Turks and Tartars, and the delivery of 
Vienna : while an exaft infight into the laws 
and conftitution of his country, a manly and 
perfuafive eloquence, a love and protection of 
literature, an accurate knowledge .of foreign 
languages, and arj unceafing habit of affabUity, 
moderation, and temperance, render him no 
lefs an objedt of our admiration in his civil 
capacity*. But the monarch, who could 
allay the ferments of public fadlion, could 
not fupprefs the domeftic diflenfions of his 
own femily ; and the fame great prince, who 
kept a turbulent people in awe, and chaftifed 
the moft formidable enemies, was himfelf 
under the controul of his confort, a French 

* Dr. South, in his Account of Poland, thus defcribes 
John Sobiefki : " The king is a very wcU-fpoken prince^' 
*t very eaiy of accefs, and extreme civil, having moft of 
" the qualities requifite to form a complete gentleman. 
** He is not only well verfed in all military affairs, but like- 
5^ wife, through the means of a French education, very 
*' opulently ftorcd with all polite and fcholaftical learning. 
" Befidcs his own tongue, ithe Sclavonian, he underftanda 
" the Latin, French, lulian, German, and Turkifh lan- 
" guages : He delights much in natural hiftory, and in all 
*' the parts of phyfic. He is wont to reprimand the clergy 
*' for not admitting the modern philofophy, fuch as Le 
<* Grand's and Cartefius's, into the univcrfitics and fchools," 
^g. South's Poflhumous Works, p. 24. 

lady. 



234 TRAVELS IVTO POLAND. B. 2* 

lady ♦, of exquifite beauty and elegant man- 
ners, but of reftlefs intrigue, infatiable ava- 
rice, and inordinate ambition. This un- 
principled woman fomented a ipirit of di(^ 
iinion and jealoufy among her children j and 
loaded her eldeft fon with every fpecies of 
indignity. She formed and fupported an ad- 
miniflration called, by way of derifion, the 
Jewifh junto; and introduced into the royal 
houihold a narrow parfimony unbecoming 
the dignity of a powerful fovereign : in a 
word, by a feries of offenfive and wicked 
meafures, (he loft her hufband the affedion 
of his fubjedls ; and rendered the clofe of his 
reign as odious, as the preceding part had 
been popular and glorious. 

The decline of Sobiefki's life was clouded 
with afBid:ion. He felt himfelf a prey to a 
lingering difeafe -f ; yet, inftead of deriving 
any comfort from his neareft connedtions, he 
experienced an aggravation of his diftrefs from 
the unnatural contefts of his children, and the 
intriguing fpirit of his queen. The decay of 
his authority, and the indecent cabals almoft 
openly carrying on for the choice of his 

♦ Marie de la Grange. See p. 239. 
f His illncfs was a complication of diforders, gout, 
ftone, afthma, dropfy. 

fucceflbr. 
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fucceflbr, afFeded in the ftrongeft manner a 
perfon of his extreme fcnfibility : his fubjeds, 
inftead of lamenting, feemed eagerly to anti- 
cipate his diffolution. Yet, in this deplorable 
ftate, the king's equanimity, founded on reli- 
gion and philofophy, did not forfake him; 
and he retained, even upon his death-bed, 
that mixture of ferioufnefs and gaiety, ftrength 
of reafoning and quicknefs of repartee, which 
fo ftrongly marked his chara(3:er. He died on 
the 17th of June, 1696. Some ftriking in- 
cidents, immediately preceding his death, are 
tranfmitted to us by the chancellor Zalufki 
bifhop of Piotiko, who was prefent when he 
expired. 

Some alarming fymptoms in Sobiefki's dif- 
order. having awakened the queen's folicitude 
refpeding the fucceffion to his fortune, fhe 
earneftly importuned Zalufki to prefent him- 
felf before the king, and infinuate fome advice 
concerning the difpofition of his affairs. • The 
bifhop, when he entered the apartment, find- 
ing the king in an agony of excruciating pain *, , 
endeavoured to give him comfort and hopes 
of recovery. But Sobiefki replied, " I fore- 
^' fee my approaching death; my fituation 

* Zalulki Epift. vol. III. p. 5 — 14. 

" will 
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** will be the fame to-morrow as it is to-day ; 
•* all confolation is now too late:" then> 
fetching a deep figh, his majefty afked him 
** why he came fo feldom to court, and in 
•* what manner he employed himfelf at his 
" diocefe alone ?" Zalufki, after expatiating 
upon the duties of his epifcopal office and the 
refourccs of literature, artfully turned the dif- 
courfe to the bufinefs in queftion. " Lately," 
faid he, " I have been employed in no very 
** agreeable, yet neceflary duty : weighing the 
*' frail condition of human nature, remember- 
** ing, that as Socrates and Plato, fo all men 
" muft die; and confidering the diifenfions 
*' which may arife among my relations after 
** n;iy deceafe, I have taken an inventory of 
** my effedls, and have difpofed of them by 
*' will." The king, who faw die purport 
of his difcourfe, interrupted him with a loud 
laugh, and exclaimed, in a quotation from 
Juvenal*, " O medici^ mediam contundite ve- 
" naviy " What, my Lord Biihop ! you 
** whole judgment and good fenfe I have fo 
** long efteemed, do you make your will ? 

* Juvcnul, Sat. V"I. 1. 40. " Open a vein." In apply- 
ing this paflagc, the king meant to iniinuatc that the biftiop 
as mad. 

" What 
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« What an ufelefs lofs of time !'* &c. Not 
difcouraged by this fally, the bifliop perfe- 
vered in fuggefting, ** that in juftice to his 
** family and country he ought without delay 
** to regulate the difpofition of his effefts, 
*< and to declare his final inclinations." 
** For God's fake," returned Sobiefki with a 
more ferious tone, "do not fuppofe that any 
** good will arife in this age ! when vice has 
** increafed to fuch an enormous degree, as 
^' almoft to exclude all hopes of forgivenefs 
** from the mercy of the Deity! Do you 
** not fee how great is the public iniquity, 
** tumult, and violence? all ftrive who fliall 
** blend good and evil without diftinfticn: 
** the morals of my fubje6l:s are overturned ; 
** will you again reftore them ? My orders 
" are not attended to while I am alive; 
" can I exped: to be obeyed when I am 
" dead ? That man is happy, who with his . 
** own hand difpofes of his efFedls, which 
** cannot be entrufted with fecurity to his 
^' executors ; while they who bequeath them 
*^ by a will ad: abfurdly, for configning to the 
** care of others what is more fecure in the 
" hands of their ncareft relations. Have not 
" the regulations of the kings my predeceflbrs 
^' been defpifed after their deaths? Where 

*' corruption 
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irruption univerfally prevails, judgment is 
btained by money : the voice of conicience 

not heard, and reaioii and equity are no 
lore/' Then fuddenly giving a ludicrous 
1 to the converfation, he exclaimed, 
Vhat can you fay to this, Mr. WiU- 
iaker*r 

)ii the 17th of June, the king growing 
fe, the bilhop \vas again fummoned to 
anow; when his majelly heard prayers^ 

was particularly fervent in his devotion* 
cr dinner, while he was converfing with 

ufual gaiety in the prefence of Zaluiki 

the abbe Polignac, he- was fuddenly feized 
h a ftrolce of apoplexy -, but recovering a 
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and Conftantine, and one daughter TherdSt 
Cunigunda* Marie his wife> daughter of 
Henry dc la Grange captain of the guards to 
Philip duke of Orleans, and of Frances de la 
Chartre, was maid of honour to Louife queea 
of Ladiflaus IV*. She was., firft married to 
Radzivil prince of Zanaofki ; within a month 
after his deceafe fhe efpoufed John Sobiefld in 
fecret, and brought him in dower a large por- 
tion and the favour of his fovereign* Her in- 
fluence over her hufband> and the ill ufc fhe 
made of her power when he afcended the 
throne, have been already obferved^ 

James Louis, the eldeft Ion of Sobiefki,. 
was born at Paris in 1667. He accompanied 
his father to the relief of Vienna, in the i6th 
year of his age; and narrowly efcaped being 
flain in an adion near Banan in Hungary. 
He afterwards gave fuch fignal proofs of his 
military talents, that, upon his Other's in- 
difpofition in the campaign of 1687 againft 
the Turks,, he was entrufted with the com- 
mand of the army, although only in the 2 ill 
year of his age ; and received from the foldiers 
all the honours ufualTy paid only to the kings 
of Poland : a fmgular mark of deference in an 
eleftive monarchy, and which gave encourage- 
ment to an expectation ef the throne at his 

fitther's 
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father's deceafe. His fether promoted this 
view with the\ utmoft exertion of his interefl: ; 
but it was entirely difconcerted by the indif- 
cretion of the prince, and the reftlcfs intrigues 
of the queen; \^o, having conceived the 
ftrongeft antipathy to her eldeft fon, and a 
no lefs violent predileftion in favour of her 
fecond fon Alexander, a prince of a more 
tradable difpofition, facrificed the dignity of 
her family to a blind impulfe of parental par- 
tiality. 

Sobiefki had fcarcely expired, before the 
cabals, which even his authority could hardly 
fupprefs, broke out with ''undiflembled vio- 
lence. The divifion of' the king's treafure 
caufcd the moft indecent difputes and alter- 
cations between his widow and children. 
James, without a moment's delay, endeavour- 
ed, though in vain, to feize it by force, being 
anticipated by the queen *, who, with the 
affiftance of the abbe Polignac, fentit into 
France. She had three great objefts in view : 
either to obtain the crown for Alexander, 
whom file was fccure of governing ; to pro- 
mote the eledion of Count Jablonoufki, great 

* The queen fent 3,000,000 French llvres = J[^. 125,000 
into France, Larrcy, Hift. Louis XIV, v. II. p. 297. 

general 
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general of the crown, with an intention of 
marrying him.; or to fevour the pretenfions of 
riic prince of Conti, warmly fupported by 
Louis XIV. At all events ihe was firmly 
refblved to procure the excluiion of her eldeft 
ion ; and this was the only point flie carried. 
Had the family of Sobiefki been unanimous, 
James would have been eleded king ; but no 
fubmiflion * could foften the implacable re- 
fentment of the queen, who, even when ihe 
found it impradlicable to fecure the eledion 
of her fiivourite fon Alexander, or to compafs 
any of her other defigns, both in iecret and 

* Zsduflu has given the following curious inftance pf 
the queen's implacability. ^ I and other fenators accom- 
** panicd prince James to the Queen's at Bieltz, but her 
« majclty being informed of our approach, retired precipi-> 
^< tately from the palace in order to avoid the interview; 
<^ we overtook her ^bout a mile from Bieltz, and ordered 
" the driver to ftop, while (he repeatedly urged him to con- 
^ tinue his route : at length the coachman, alarmed by our 
^ number and threats, flopped the carriage. On our ad- 
" vancing to the queen, (he received us with great marks 
** of difplcafure ; and although the prince proftratcd himfclf 
** before her, and embraced her feet with the moft profound 
" refpeft, he was not able to extort from her more than a 
^ fbort and cvafive anfwer. Upon his retiring, with his 
<< eyes full of tears, I myfelf ufed fome endeavours to foften 
" her refentmcnt i which, however, had no other efte<5l than 
<* to draw from her additional expreffions of difguft and 
*< indignation."' Zalulki, vol. III. p. 135. 

Vol. I. R openly 
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openly fst herfelf in oppofition to Ac pre- 
tenfions of James. When the diet of con- 
vocation aflembled at Warlaw, the queen 
fummoned a meeting of fenators and nvmdos 
in her apartment, whom fhe addrefled in 
regard to her fon with all the vinilence which 
inveterate fury could infpire, and all the af- 
fedted candour towards the Poles which the 
moft confummate hypocrify could fuggeft*. 
**' Although I am not by birth a Pole, I am 
*^ one by inclination ; and am more attached 
^ to this nation than to my own family. 
** Refle<^ maturely whom you will nominate 
*' your king in the place of my much-regretted 
•* hufband ; and I iincerely recommend to you 
" not to eleft one of my children. I too well 
'* know all their difpofitions ; and particularly 
•* caution you not to raile to the throne the 
" eldeft prince James. His inconfiderate rafh- 
** nefs will involve the kingdom in fpeedy and 
" inevitable ruin." The bifliop of Plotfko, 
though her creature, difgufted at thefe ap- 
pearances of unnatural rancour, importuned 
her to defift ; but fhe exclaimed with greater 
violence : " Do not interrupt me ; I will 
" never retradt what I have faid, as I prefer 

♦ Zalufld, vol. III. p. 102. 

'' the 
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*' the fafety of the repuhlic to iny own in-^ 
" terefts and the fplendour of my family. I 
•* again exhort the Poles to eledt any candi-* 
** date in preference to one of my children." 
This virulent oppofition to the views of her 
eldeft fon was but too fuccefsful: he was 
rejeded by a great majority, and the choice 
of the nation fell upon Auguftus eleftor of 
Saxony. 

The fequel of the hiftory of Sobiefki's fe- 
mily, now reduced to a private ftation, will 
be comprised in a fliort compafs. After the 
defeat of Auguftus II. at the battle of Cliflbw, 
Charles XIL determined to give a new king 
to Poland ; and his veneration for the memory 
of John Sobiefki induced him to offer that 
dignity to his eldeft fon. In confequence of 
this refolution, Auguftus was declared by the 
primate unworthy to reign; and a diet of 
election was convened at War^w. James 
was then at Breflaw, impatiently expecting 
his nomination to the throne fo worthily filled 
by his father, and from which he had been 
deprived by the unprecedented malice of a 
mother. But the ufual fmgularity of his ill- 
fortune ftill purfued him : as he was hunting 
with his brother Conftantine, a fmall detach- 
ment of Saxon horfemen furpri2ed and car- 

R 2 ried 
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ried him off; and, inftead of receiving a 
crown, he was confined in the caftle of 
Pkiflcnburgh near Leipfic. Conflantine^ 
might have efcaped ; but, fixHn an impulfe of 
fraternal afie£tk>n, he voluntarily accompanied 
his brother into confinement, and adminif- 
tcred confolation under this grievous reverfc of 
fortune. This event happened on the 28th of 
February, 1704. 

In the month of September, 1706, the two 
brothers were removed to the fortrei^ of 
Koningftein, as to a place of ftill greater fe- 
curity; but in December of the fame year 
fortunately obtained their enlargement, upon 
the requeft of Charles XIL at the conclufion 
of the celebrated tresjty with Auguftus II. 
in which the latter was compelled to abdicate 
the throne of Poland. This abdication, how- 
ever, did not revive the pretenfions of James 
to the crown, the eledlion having fallen, 
during his conhnem.ent, upon Staniflaus Let- 
zinfki. From this period James paflcd a 
private and retired life, and feems to have 
entirely renounced all his views upon the 
crown of Poland. He died in 1737 at Z0I-. 
kiew in Red Ruffia, in the 70th year of his 

* Lcngnich, Hift. Pol. p. 342. 

age; 
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age; and in him, as the laft male of his 
family, the name of Sobiefki became extindfc. 
His wife was Hedwige Eleonora *, daughter 
of Philip William dcdor palatine; »by her 

* Sifter of Ekoiiora Magdalena wife of the emperor 
Leopold. James had been firft contra£leJ ijx marriage 
to the widow of the elector of Brandenburgh^s brother, a 
rich heirefs of the houfe of Radzivil in Lithuania, but 
upon this occafion he firft experienced that ill fortune 
which afterwards attended him through life. ^^ An envoy 
** was fent to Berlin to negotiate the marriage, which was 
" agreed upon by the eleaor's and her confent, and the 
** prince himfelf came thither in perfon, with a numerous 
*« attendance, to confummate it. At the feme time came 
*' to Berlin the eleftor palatine's brother, prince Charles 
** of Ncwburg, brother to the emprefe, to fee the cere- 
*' moriy of the marriage ; but this princefs, taking more 
** fancy to him than to the prince of Poland, gave him 
<< encouragement to make his'addrefles to her; which he 
^ did with that fucccfs, that he engaged her fo far and fo 
*' unexpe(3edly, that he was privately married to her the 
*^ night before (he was to be married to the prince of 
" Poland, fo that prince James was forced to return back 
^^ ihamefuUy : which the king his fether refented fo highly, 
** that he was refolved to hav^ (atisfa<Sion from the eledor 
*^ of Brandenburg, for fufFering his fon to receive fo no- 
** torious an affront at his court; but the ele<Stor, know- 
** ing nothing of that private intrigue, juftificd himfelf^ 
^ and all animofities were at laft adjufted by prince James's 
*' marrying his rival's fifter the princels of Newburg, who 
** was fent into Poland, and has two daughters by him." 
Connor's Hiftory of Poland, v. II. p. 188, 189. 

R ^ . he 
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he left two daughters, Mary Charlotte and 
Clementina Mary. 

The eldeft, Mary Charlotte, married in 
1723 Frederic Maurice de la Tour duke of 
Bouillon, who dying within a few days after 
the marriage, flie efpoufed, with a difpenfe- 
tion from the pope, his brother Charles God-t 
frey the feme year. By him ihe left iflue a 
fon, the prefent duke of Bouillon, married 
to a lady of the houfe of Lorraine, and a 
daughter, who efpoufed the diike of Rohan-r 
Rohan,, In thefe noble . perfons and their 
progeny the female line of Sobief^i ftiU 
cxifts, 

Clementina Mary, the youngeft daughter of 
prince James, married at Montefiafcone, in 
1719, James Edward Stuart, commonly known 
by the name of the Chevalier dc St. George, 
the pretender to the Britifh throne. This prin- 
cefs, though a woman of great perfonal and 
mental endowments, could not engage the 
affection of her hufbandj and (he was fo 
offended at his attachment to a favourite 
miftrefs, that fhe withdrew from his houfe, 
and remained for fpme time in a convent near 
Rome. Afterwards, being reconciled to him^ 
fhe died d\ Rome on the j 8th of June, 17351 
^ged 33 i her death, according to the account 

• of 
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of a writer * attached to the Stuart family, 
was occafioned by religious abftinence and 
too fevere mortifications : her remains were 
interred with regal pomp in the church of 
St. Peter, where a monument was ereded to 
her memory. She left two fons by the Che- 
valier : Charles, ufually termed count of Al- 
bany, and Henry, cardinal of Yorke. Charles 
married the princefs of Stolberg, by whom 
he has no children : a mifunderftanding not 
long after their marriage taking place between 
them, fhe quitted her huftand, and took 
Ihelter in a convent in the Tufcan dominions i 
and, as her quarrel was efpoufed by the car- 
dinal of Yorke, fhe obtained a feparation for 
life. We may therefore forcfee the extindkion 
of the Sobiefki line in the Stuart branch* 
The ample patrimony of James Sobiefki was 
divided equally between his two daughters. 
Having lent a confiderable fum to the houfe 
of Auflria ; he obtained in return a mortgage 
upon certain eflates in Silefia, which, upon 
the divifion of the property after his deccafc, 
fell to the Stuart fkmily, and were in their 
pofTeffion when the king of PrufTia fecured^ 
Silefia in the year 1740. His Pruffian ma-r 

♦ Letters from a Painter in Italy, where her funeral 
and monument are defcribed, v. 11. p. 56. 

R4 Jefty 



f48 TRAVELS INTO POLAND. B. 2* 

jcfky confifcated thefc lands to himfclf by 
right of conqueft ; and the houfe of Auftria 
never made any further compenfation for the 
above-mentioned loan. 

Alexander, fecond fon of John Sobiclldi 
' was bom at Dantzic in 1 677 ; and as he wa^ 
brought into the world after his father had 
been raifed to the throne, he was ufually flyled 
by his mother, who adored him, the fon of 
the king ; while fhe affedted to call his brother 
Janries, who was born before his father's elec- 
tion, the fon of the great marfhal. Excited 
by his mother's partiality, and inflamed bjr 
an ambition natural to youth, he even afpired 
to the throne in oppbfition to his brother 
James : afterwards however, when a more 
mature age had Corredled his paffions, and 
his mother's influence had ceafed to miflead 
him ; he declined, from a principle of fra- 
ternal afFedtion, the acceptance of that very 
crown, which had once been the objeft of 
his warmeft hopes. When Charles XII. 
upon the imprifonment of James, oflered the 
crown of Poland to Alexander; the latter, 
with a difmterefl:ednefs which refledts the 
highefl honour upon his memory, refufed it 
with this generous declaration, " that no in- 

" tcrefl 
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'* tereft ihould tempt him to avail hixniclf 
•* of his brother's misfortunes *." 

Alexander pafled his days principally at 
Rome with the queen his mx)ther. During hi« 
refidence in that city, he never made his ap- 
pearance at the court of Clement XL becaufc 
that pontiff had refofecj to receive him with 
the marks of diftindion which he claimed 
as a king's fon. But the honours which 
were withheld from him while alive, were 
granted unto him when dead ; his body be* ^ 
ing permitted to lie in royal ftate, and to be 
interred with the fame ceremonies, which 
attended the funeral of Chriftina queen of 
Sweden. He expired in June 17 14, hav- 
ing afTumed upon his death-bed the habit of 
a capuchin, from a fuperftitious notion of 
enfuring his falvation -f*. 

Conftantine, having regained his liberty at 
the lame time with his brother James, mar- 
ried a German baronefs, maid of honour to 
the princefs of Neuburg; a marriage of 
paflion, foon followed by repentance, and 
from which he m vain endeavoured to pro- 

♦ Voltaire's Charles XII. p. 90. 
t Vie de Sobieiki, v. III. p. 176. 

cure 



15^ T.RAVELS INTO POLAND. B. 2. 

cure a releafe by a divorce. He deceafed in 
1726 without children. 

Thereia Cunigunda, the daughter of John 
Sobiefki^ married in 1696 Maximilian Ema- 
nuel elector of Bavaria, and died a widow 
1730-. Her fon Charles Albert, who fuc- 
ceeded to the eleftorate of Bavaria, \ns the 
unfortunate emperor Charles VII. and her 
grandfon Maximilian Jofeph expired in 1778 
without iflue. Her grand-daughter Maria 
Antonietta married Frederic Chriftian eledtor 
of Saxony; and the blood of John Sobielki 
ftiU flows in the veins of their progeny^ 
the prefent electoral family. 

Marie de la Grange, the confort of John 
Sobiefki, palled the firft part of her widow- 
hood at Rome with her father the marquis 
of Arquicn, who, from being captain of the 
Swifs guards to the duke of Orleans, had been 
promoted by her intereft to the dignity of^ 
cardinal. She continued to refide in that 
city until the year 171 4, when llie retired 
into France, her native country. Louis XIV. 
afligned the caftle of Blois for her refidence, 
where Ihe died in 1 7 1 6 *, above 70 years of 

* Vip dc Sobielki, v. III. p. 177. 
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age. Her remains were tranfported to War* 
faw, and from thence conveyed, together 
with thofe of her huftand, in . 1734, to Cra- 
cow, and interred in the cathedral of that 
city *. 

• JLcngnlch^ Hift. p. 390t 
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CHAP. V. 

Coins of Poland. — Public library. — State of 
Learning. — Literature encouraged by the 
king. — Wretched adminijiration of jujiice. — 
PrifonsofV^zxizvi. — Punijhments for crimi^ 
nal offences. — Torture aboliJhed.^^Laws re-- 
lating to debtors. 

BEFORE our departure from Warfaw 
we vifited fome objedts of literary curi- 
ofity ufually infpedted by foreigners. We 
firlt adjourned to the palace to examine fome 
coins and medals relative to the hiftory of 
Poland. The count of Mazinfki, natural fon 
of Auguftus III. purchafed the greateft part 
of this coUedtion, and prefented it to his 
prefent majefty. I fliall not enter upon any 
account of the foreign coins and medals ; but 
content myfelf with mentioning a few which 
relate to Poland. 

The earlieft coin is that of Boleflaus I. fon 

of Miciflaus, the firft Polifh prince converted 

. to Chriftianity : this piece of money was 

/Iruck in 999, probably foon after the in- 

trodudlion 
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troduiftion of coining into Poland. There 
was no head of the fovereign upon it, only 
the Polifli eagle on one fide, and a crown on 
the reverie. The feries of coins is broken 
until Sigifinohd I. fix)m whofe accefiion it 
is continued in an uninterrupted line, Henry 
of Valois excq>ted ; during whofe (hort reign 
no money was ftruck in Poland. I notjced 
a curious piece of ^Albert of Brandenburgh 
JSLS duke of Pruflia, after he had wrefted that 
country from the Teutonic knights. The 
Prufiian eagle is marked with an S, to (hew 
that Albert held his lands as feudal and tri- 
butary to Sigiimond I. There wis a fine 
medal in honour of John Sobiefki's raifing 
the ficge of Vienna, with the following pun* 
ning infcription: Urbem ferva/Os et x^iem. 
I likewife obferved a medal of his prefent 
majefty, caft in the late turbulent times; it 
had a well-executed likenefs of the king on 
one fide, and on the reverfe an emblem of 
civil commotions, a fhip in a ftorm with the 
claflical allufion, Ne cede malts. 

The public library next engaged our at- 
tention. The colledtion owes its bcgmning 
to the private bounty of two bifhops of the 
family of Zalufki; the following inferiptkm 

is 
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is over the door; " Civium ufui perpefuo 
^ Zalujicorum par illujlre dicavit 1714." It 
has fince received feveral large additions jfrom 
various benefaftors ; and contains 200,000 
volumes. It is very rich in books and manu-> 
fcripts relating to the Polifh hiftory. 

I have only a few obfervations to make 
upon the general ftate of literature in Poland, 
my ftay in this country not being long enough 
to colledt a more circumftantial account. 

There are two univerfities, one at Cracow, 
and the other at Vilna : the former was under 
the diredion of priefts, called Academicians ; 
and the latter was fuperintended by the Je- 
fiiits ; but in both, the courfe of ftudies was 
chiefly confined to theology. Since the fup- 
preflion of the Jefuits, the king has cftablifh- 
cd a committee of education, compofed of 
members diftinguifhed either by high ftation, 
or enlightened underllandings. The com- 
mittee has an abfolute power in matters of 
education ; appoints profeflbrs ; regulates their 
falary; and direds their ftudies. The ad- 
vantages of this regulation have already been 
experienced. 

Although from the nature of the govern- 
ment learning has in no period been widely 
7 diflfufed 
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diflEufed in Poland, yet there never have been 
wanting men of genius and literature, who 
have been an ornament to their coimtry: 
and perhaps no nation can boaft a more re- 
gular fucccffion of excellent hiftorians * ; or 
a greater variety of writers deeply converfant 
in the laws, ftatutes, and conftitution. Under 
Sigiimond I. and his fon Sigifinond Augufhis, 
the arts and fcienccs began to be greatly 
diftinguiflied by royal patronage; they were 
cheriflied by fome of the fucceeding mon- 
archs, particularly John Sobiefki; but no 
prince has paid them more attention than the 
prefent king Staniflaus Auguftus. His mu- 
nificence in this particular has been attended 
with the happieft efFed:s. The Polifli literati 
have, within a few years, given to the public 
a much greater variety of elegant perform- 
ances than ever appeared in any former period 
of the fame length. What is more nuterial, 
a tafte for fcience has fpread itfelf among 
the nobles, and begins to be regarded as an 
accomplifhment. The enlargement of mind, 
derived by thefe licentious fpirits fi-om this 
new purfuit, iias already weaned feveral of 

* See p. ai6« 

them 
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them fiiom their habits of harbarous turbu- 
looce, 3Dd gready humaoized their civil de^ 
portment* It may ia-^time teach them tho^ 
roagHy to comprehend the true intereil of 
their country, and the expedience of due fub-» 
ordination, hitherto deemed incompatible with 
liberty : theie petty defpots will, perhaps, be 
induced to lay aiide their impolitic contempt 
for their vaffals ; they will perceive that the 
burghers and pea&nts are die true fupports of 
dieir country; and that Poland wants no* 
thing but juftice and order to become as flou- 
riihing as any of the neighbouring ftates. 

During my continuance at Wariaw L vifited 
the fevcral prifons- and iitquired into* the 
nature of the various tribunals, ancl tlie dif- 
ferent modes of punifliment for criminal 
offences : the occafion of turning my parti- 
cular obfervation to tlieic objects was prin- 
cipally owing to a cafiuU meeting I had at 
Vienna with the benevolent Mr. Howard, 
whofe humane attention to tlie outcafts of 
{bciety has refledted fo much honour on him- 
fclf and his country. Informing him that 
1 was proceeding to the northern kingdoms, 
I intimated an intention to examine the flate 
of the prifons and penal laws in thofe coun- 
§ tries ; 
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tries; and profcfled a readinefs to lay before 
him the refuh of my obfcrvations, Mr, How* 
ard approved my dcfign, fuggcftcd feveral 
ufeful hints/ and eveft didatcd fome fpecifie 
queftions tciiding greatly to fiicilitate my in^ 
quiries, 

I /hall not enter upon a dfefcription of the 
prifons in Warfaw, as th^ afforded fcarcely 
iany thing worthy of particular notice ; I (hall 
therefore confine myfelf to the general admi-^ 
niftration of juflace^ 

Atrocious crimes^ iuch as faiurder, 6cc. 
are purlifhed by beheading or hanging ; lefler 
delinquencies by whippings hard labour, and 
imprifonment : the nobles never fuifef any 
corporal punifhment; but are liable only to 
imprifonmeht and deaths Torture was ibo- 
liflied in 1776, by an edi<a of the diet, in* 
troduced by the influence of the king j a regu- 
lation as expreflive of his majefty's judgment 
as of his benevolence* It is an infinite fa- 
tisfadtion to fee the rights of humanity ex- 
tending themfelves in countries, where they 
had been but little known j a circumftance 
that muil cafl a great reflection on thofe 
nations which, like^ France, have attained 
the higheft pitch of clvilization> and yet re- 

VoL. 1. S tain 
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tain the ufelefs and barbarous cuftom of tor- 
ture*. 

The defedis of the police in this country 
are by no circumftances fo ftrongly evinced, 
as by the frequent impunity of the moft atro- 
cious crimes : this abufe may be traced from 
the following cauies. i. The greateft cri- 
xninals find at times little difficulty in engag* 
ing the protection of fome of the principal 
nobles, who occafionally aflemble their vaf- 
ials and retainers in arms, and drive the 
officers of jufHce from their lands. This 
anarchy refembles the flate of Europe in the 
14th century, during the prevalence of the 
feudal laws ; when every great baron poilefled 
territorial jurifdidtion, and v^as almoft equal 
in authority to the king. 2. The law, cfteem- 
cd by the Polifh gentry the great bulwark of 
their liberty, which enadls -f , that no gentle- 
man can be arrefted for mifdemeanors until he is 
convidtcd of them, notwithftanding the flrong- 

* La qucjilcn freparatotrey or the infliSion of torture, 
for forcing tiie confcfiion of a crime from an accufed per- 
fon, has ind::ed been lately aboliflied in France ; but the 
torture ufcd for the difcovcry of accomplices is ftill 
retained. 

■\ Ncmincm captivabimus nifi jure viftum. 

X eft 
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eft degree of prefumptive proof: the offender, 
of courfe, if likely to be found guilty, takes 
-care to withdraw himfelf before the comple- 
tion of the procefs. Murder indeed, and rob- 
bery on the highway; and a few other capital 
crimes, are excluded from this privilege : but 
•even in thofe Aagrant enormities no gentle- 
man can be taken into cuftody, unlefs adu- 
ally * apprehended ih the commiflion of the 
^fience. 3, The right which every town 
poiTeiTes of having its own criminal courts of 
juftice, with judges feleded folely from the 
inhabitants. Many of thefe towns are at pre- 
fent reduced to fuch a low ftate, as fcarccly 
to deferve the name of villages : in thefe 
places, confequently, the judges are necelTa- 
rily perfons of the loweft defcription, and 
totally unqualified for the difcharge of their 
high office. Innocence and guilt, by thefe 
means, are often not diftinguifhed, and as 
often wantonly confounded. Not only the 
power of levying difcretionary fines, but the 
infliction of corporal punifhment, and even of 
death itfelf, is entrufted to thefe contempti- 
ble tribunals. The chancellor Zamoifki has, 
in the new code of lawis which he is prepar- 
ing for the infpeiftion of the diet, defcribed 

S 2 the 
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the abufes of thefe petty courts of juftice ill 
the moll: forcible language^ and propofes, 
as tlie only adequate remedy of the evil, to 
annihilate this right of penal jurifdiftion in all 
but nine of the principal towns, 4. There 
are no public officers whofe province it is to 
profccute the offenders in the king's name* 
Hence, even in cafe of murder, robbery upon 
the highway, and the moft atrocious crimes, 
the delinquent geneolly efcapes, unlefs fome 
individual indifts and brings him to trial: 
this feldom happens, as the procefs is attend- 
ed with no fmall iliare of expencc. The ju- 
rildidion of the great marlhal is almoft the 
only exception to this flagrant defeft of com- 
mon jufHcc. His jurifdidlion is in force in 
the place where the king refidesj and to the 
diftance of three Poliih miles- Within that 
diftrift the great marlhal can arreft and pro- 
fccute for crimes of felony without any plain- 
tiff. In cafes alfo of high treafon, certain 
officers of the crown, called mJUgatores, arc 
impowered by their own authority to dte 
fufpicious pcrfons before the diet. 5, The 
power which every plaintiff poflefles of with- 
drawing his profecution, even in cafes of the 
greateft enormity ; this cuftom fcrecns aU but 
.7 the 
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the indigent from the purfuit of juftice ; as 
pcrfons of moderate property are generally 
able to bribe the neceffity or avarice of their 
accufer. This pradlice, founded on a narrow 
principle, that outrages againft individuals 
are merely private, not public offences, is an 
inftance of the grofleft barbarifin, which all 
civilized nations have renounced : for it re- 
quires a very fmall degree of legiflative im- 
provement to perceive; that private wrongs, 
when unchaftized, become highly injurious to 
the community at large, by affording encou- 
ragement to fimilar offences. 

In vifiting the prifons I faw the bad ef- 
fedls of this ufage exemplified in a fbiking 
inflance. Two perfons, indifted for the affaf- 
fination of a Jew, had been permitted to 
remain in prifon upwards of a twelvemonth, 
without being brought to a trial. The wi- 
dow of the deceafed, upon whofe accufation 
they were imprifoned, having agreed, on the 
pa}rment of a flipulated fum, to drop the fuit 
and grant them a releafc, their inability to 
fatisfy her demand had been the only reafon 
for detaining them fo long in confinement; 
when I faw them they had jufl raifed the 
money, and were upon the point of obtaining 
a final difcharge. 

S 3 From 
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From this iketch of the aciminiftration of 
juftice in this country, the expediency of a 
thorough reformation is very apparent. That 
able legiflator count Zamoifki, in the new 
code of laws which I have frequently had 
occafion to mention, has paid particular at- 
tention to the amendment of the criminaji 
laws. But as any innovations in the courts 
of juftice, calculated to produce any eHentigl 
benefit, muft materially infringe the privileges 
of the nobles, and counteract the national 
prejudices -, the moft ufeful code can fcarcely 
expedt to receive the fanCtion of the diet. 

The laws relating to debtors are as follow, 
The creditor proceeds againft the debtor at 
his own expence; and, until the trial is 
finifhed, allows him eight grofchens, or three 
half-pence, a day for his maintenance ; when 
the debt is proved, the creditor is releafed 
from the above-mentioned contribution : the 
debtor continues in prifon, at the difcretion 
of his creditor, until the debt is difcharged ; 
and, if he has no means of fubfiftence, is 
obliged to maintain himfelf by working with 
the other delinquents in cutting wood, faw- 
ing ftone, or cleaning the ftrects. In cafe a 
gentleman contrads a debt, an ad:ion lies 
againft his lands and goods, and not againft 

his 
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his perfon, unlefs he gives a note of hand 
with a double fignature, one intended as an 
afcertainment of the debt, the other as a 
renunciation of his exemption from arrefts; 
but a noble of high diftindtion, even though 
he jfhould bind himfelf by this engagement, 
can bid defiance to all danger of imprifon- 
mcnt. 
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BEFORE we quitted Warfaw, wc were 
honoured with another inftance of his 
fiiajcfty's wonderful condefcenfiont a letter 
written with his own hand to the pofl-mafter 
at Grodno, ordering that we rtiould be fup- 
plied with every accommodation which could 
be procured i ^nd that we lliould be per 
mitted to vifit the ra;inufaaures apd cvei 
objed of curiofity, 

We quitted the capital on the ipth 
Augufl, crofled the Viftuki and paffed through 
the fuburbs of Praga, About an Englifli mile 
from Warfaw a foreft begins ; and continues, 
%vith little int?rruption| to the diilance of 

pig;hteen 
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eighteen miles* At Wengrow we obferved a 
fine corps of Ru0ian troops quartered in the 
village. Some of the places in our route, 
though extremely wretched, enjoyed their own 
police and courts of juftice : they confifted 
of wooden huts, mortly thatched, fome roofed 
with wood, and a few with tiles* The 
country was chiefly fandy and level until we 
arri\'ed at the Bog, which we crolfed at Gran 1 
the river was broad and fliallow. We af- 
cended from its banks a fmall rife ; and found 
a better foil, and the country more cliverfified^ 
The road was not unpleafant, running through 
fields fown with different fpecies of corn, 
hemp, and flax ; but we never loft fight of 
the foreft, and always faw it flcirting the 
horizon. In many places I obferved the 
wood encroaching upon the fields, and young 
trees fhooting up in great numbers wherever 
cultivation had been neglefted, I was in- 
formed that this is the cafe in moft parts of 
Poland; many traces of former enclofures, and 
even the veftiges of paved ftreets, being dif- 
cernible in the center of the forefts- 

The largeft place we pafled through was 
Bielfk, capital of the palatinate of Podalachia, 
where the dietine for the difl:riift is held : it 
is little better than a nuferable village, though 

called, 
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called, in the geographical defcriptions of 
Poland, a large town. Between BicUk and 
Woytfzi, our wheel was nearly taking fire; 
and while we flopped at a fmall village to- 
have it greafed,. I entered feveral cottages, 
which I found infinitely worfe even than thofe 
wretched dwellings which I had before exa- 
mined in the towns where the inhabitants 
were more free; in the latter we obferved 
furniture and fome conveniences; in thcfc 
nothing but the bare walls. The peafants 
were perfect Haves, and their habitations and 
appearance correfponded with their miferable 
fituation: I could fcarcely have figured to 
myfelf fuch objedls of poverty and mifery. 
The country we traverfed from Warfaw to 
Bialliftock was in general fandy ; but in fome 
places the foil was vtry rich. All parts were 
fit for cultivation; and many fpots had the 
appearance of great fertility. We remarked, 
however, that the harveft, even in the mofl 
fruitful traces, was but indifferent ; a cir- 
cumftance evidently owing to the defeat in 
liudxindry. 

We arrived late in the evening at Bialli- 
flock, a very neat and well-built town. The 
ftrccts were broad, and the houfes, which 
Vr'crc in general plaftered, flood detached from 

each 
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each other at uniform diftances. The Supe- 
rior neatnefs of Bialliftock is owing to the ii- 
luftrious family of Branifki, whofe palace 
ftands clofc to the town, and who have con- 
tributed to ornament their place of refidence. 
It belongs to the countefs Braniiki, iifter of 
the prefent king, and widow of the late great 
general Branifki; who, notwithftanding . this 
aUiance, warmly protefted againft the eledtion 
of his prefent majefty. 

The rfiorning after our arrival, the countefs, 
to whom we had a letter from prince Staniflaus 
Poniatowlki, honoured us with a moft polite 
invitation to dinner ; and fent her caririage to 
convey us to the palace. We were moft 
politely received by our noble hoftefs ;. and- 
were convinced from her amiable manners, 
condefcending behaviour, and lively flow of 
converiation, that affability and good fenfe are 
natural to the family of Poniatowfki, 

We found a large company alfembJed at 
table, whom the countefs had invited to par- 
take .of her hofpitable board, which was ele- 
gantly fupplied with every delicacy. Among 
other topics, the converfation turned; upoa our 
mode of travelling through a country fo poor 
and wretched, and fo deficient in. comfortable 
accommodations. ** I fuppofe/' iaid a. Polifh. 

gentleman. 
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gentleman, " you carry your beds widi you i* 
to which we replied in the negative. " How 
** do you fleep then ?*' — " Upon ftraw, when 
** wc can get it ; and, when we are not fo 
** fortunate, upon the floor, upon a bench, 
" or upon a table.'* — ** You take your pro- 
** vifions," returned the Pole,—" Very fcU 
*' dom/' — ** How do you live then ?"— 
** Upon what we can procure : one of our 
*' feryants is fent before i and genemlly con- 
*' trives to obtain fomc kind of provifion, 
** which may footh, if not fatisfy, the de- 
*' mands of hunger; but we have travelling 
** appetites, and are not faflidious," — ** You 
** are not, however, without knives, forks, 
** and fpoons ; for fuch conveniences are not 
** known among the peafants/' — ** We each 
** of us carry a clafp-knife; are now and 
'* then fo fortunate as to meet with a wooden 
^' fpoon ; and never regret tlic want of a fork/' 
Here our noble hofteis made a propofal to | 
fupply us with knives, forks, and fpoons, to* 
gether witli wine and provifion : upon our 
declining this offer, Ihe pleafantly replied, i 
** Perhaps you are above accepting them i £fl 
•* know the Engliih are very haughty ; will 
** you purchafe them ?" We made anfwer, 
that we were not afraid of laying ourfelves 

under. 
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under any obligations to a perfon of •her 
politenefs and generofity ; but that die objeft 
of our travels was to gratify curiofity rather 
than appetite ; and that we thought ourfelves 
moft likely to become acquainted with the 
domeftic oeconomy of the peafants, by par* 
taking of their accommodations, and by rely- 
ing on thera for the fupply of our wants. 
Willing, however, not to appear rude in a 
rejedion of the whole offer^ we accepted a few 
bottles of wine< 

The countefs did us the honour to conduft 
US herfelf through the apartments of the p- 
lace, which is a large building in the Italian 
tafte ; and, on account of its grandeur and 
magnificence, generally called the Verfailles 
of Poland- It was formerly only a royal 
hunting feat ; John Calimir gave it, together 
with Bialliftock and other eftates, to Czar- 
nieflci, a general highly diftinguifhed by his 
viftories over the Swedes at the time tliat 
Poland was nearly crufhed by her enemies* 
Among the curiolities preferved in the palace 
is a golden cup, which Czarnieflci was ac- 
cuftomed to wear faftened to his girdle i and 
an embroidered fafli which he took among 
the fpoils after a defeat of Charles X. and 
Juppofed to belong to that monarch, Czar- 

nieiki 
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nikfki left one daughter, who married Branifki 
die father of the late great general^ by which 
marriage the eilate came into that family. 
There is one apartment which Auguftus III. 
ufed to occupy whenever he pafled this way 
to the diet of Grodno ; and which, out of 
Tefpeft to the m«nory of their late fovereign, 
is left in its original ftate. In another room 
is a fine portrait of Auguftus in his ro3ral 
robes, with his head (haved in the Polifli 
fefhion, as he appeared on the day of his 
corcMiation. In the afternoon we drove about 
the park and grounds, which are very ex- 
tcnfive, and elegantly laid out in the Englifli 
tafte. 

We clofed this agreeable day with a fupper 
at the palace, and took leave, with regret, of 
Its amiable and noble miftrefs. 

Auguft 13. We fat off early from Bial- 
liftock : for feme way we traverfed a con- 
tinued forclT: ; afterwards the countr)^ became 
more open, abounding with corn and pafture ; 
the towns and villages were long and ftraggling; 
all the houlcs, and even the churches, of 
v^'ooJ ; crouds of beggars furrounded our car- 
riage \v!iene\vr we ftopped; Jews made their 
appearance without end. About four we ar- 
rived at Grodno ; we firft pafled through 

fome 
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fome wretched fuburbs inhabited by Jews, 
and ferried over the Niemen, which is broad, 
clear, and {hallow, afcended the rifing banks, 
and came to die town, which is built upon an 
eminence overlooking the river. 

Though Vilna is the capital, yet Grodno is 
efteemed the principal town in Lithuania, 

Formerly Lithuania was entirely uncon- 
ne£ted with Poland, and was governed by its 
ov/n fovereigns under tlie title of great-dukes. 
From that rivalry v/hich ufually fubfifts be- 
tween contiguous ftates ; the two nations were 
engaged in a feries of perpetual wars, until 
1386 ; when the great-duke Ladiilaus Jaghel- 
lon, having efpoufed Hedwige and embraced 
the Chriitian religion, was raifed to the PoUfh 
throne, and reigned over both countries. 

Ladiilaus foon became fo finccre a convert 
to the new religion, which he at firft adopted 
from interefted views; that he endeavoured 
to propagate its dodxines among his idolatrous 
fubjedts in Lithuania. In fubferviency to this 
great work, he ordered the hallowed groves 
to be cut down, the oracular flirine to be 
deftroyed, the facred fire to be extinguiflied, 
and the ferpents worfliippcd as Gods by Isds 
fuperftitious fubjcds to be ikiin. A belief 
univerfally prevailed among the people, that 

whoever 
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whoever profanely attempted to deftroy theft 
objects of their worfhip, would be ftruclc with 
inftantaneons death : when the fallity of this 
tradition was proved by the impunity of thofe 
concerned in the fuppofed facrilege, the Li 
thuanians flocked in ftich crouds to be con 
verted, that the priefts could only beftow fe 
parate baptilm on perfons of diftlnftion ; but 
diftributed the multitude in ranks^ and, fprink-* 
ling them with water, gave one Chriftian name 
to each rank without diftin^tion of fex** 
Ladiflaus, having thus introduced the Chriiliad 
religion into Lithuania, nominated his brothei' 
Cafimlr SkirgeUo governor of that duchy, and 
returned to Poland j but a civil war being 
excited by the ambition of Alexander, fur- 
named Vitoldus, and by the difcontents of. 



'm 



• " JEgrl gens barbara majorum fuoniin religloncs t^* 
•* linqucbaL Scd cum juiTu regis facer ignis cxtindnSf 
** tempi um araque ejus diruta & adytum j undc oracula a 
^ faccrdote cdebantur, cverfum Vilnie cflet, nec^dque fer- 
*' pentes, & fuccifi luci nulla cujufquam latfionc," &Ct 

** Sed cum immenft laboris efTet fingulos facro fonte tin- 
•* gere, nobiltorlbus tantum hie honor habitus : rcliquutn 
« verb vulgus turmatitn diftributumj aqua luftndi fivo 
** lacri a iacerdotibus confperfurn eft, unumquc nomerf 
** cuique turmse tam virorum quam mulierum iiiditunu*' 
Cromer, p, 368* 

the 






L ^ 




€.6. DUCHY OP LITHUANIA. 273 

the people^ ftill attached to their Pagan rites» 
Lithuania was for fome time a icene of tumult 
and hoftility. At lengthy by a compromiie 
in 1392, Vitoldus was appointed great-duke; 
and Ladiflaus contented himfelf with a no«* 
minal fovereignty. 

In 1 40 1 the nobles of Lithuania aflembled 
at Vilna; and entered into an ofFcnfive and 
defenfive alliance with the king and republic 
of Poland. In 141 3 it wa^ ftipulated, in a 
diet of Poles and Lithuanians held in the 
town of Hrodlo; that, upon the demife of 
Vitoldus, the Lithuanians (hould acknowledge 
no other great-duke but the perfon who ftiould 
be appointed by the king, and with the agree- 
ment of the two nations 5 that, in cafe La- 
diflaus died without iflue, the Poles fhould 
eledt no king without the confent of Vitoldus 
and the Lithuanians ; and that a diet, com- 
pofed of reprefentatives from both nations^ 
Ihould meet whenever it was thought ne* 
ceflary, at Lublin or Parzow*. From the 
demife of Vitoldus, who expired in 1439 
in the 8oth year of his age, the grcat-dukes 
were fometimes, in conformity to this com- 
pact, nominated by the kings of Poland i 

« Dlugoffius £f Croaiir« 
Vol. r T at 
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at Other times, in violation of it» by the 
Lidiuanians. At length Sigifmond I. for- 
tunately united in his perfon the two fovc- 
reignties, and was fucceeded in both by his 
ion Sigifinond Auguftus. 

Hitherto the connexion between the two 
nations had been more an alliance than an 
union ; but Sigifinond Auguftus having no 
children, and being the only furviving male 
heir of the Jaghellon fiunily, planned the 
union of Poland and Lithuania, left upon his 
deceaie the connedticm fhovdd be diflblved, 
and the two nations be again governed by 
different princes. After fome difficulties, and 
being once fruftetted in his attempt, he ob- 
tained, ftom a general diet held at Lublin in 
1569, that Poland and Lithuania fhould from 
henceforth be united and confidered as one 
nation; that one fovereign fhould be chofen 
conjointly by both people; that the Lithua- 
nians (hould fend nuntios to the general diet, 
be admitted into the fenate, and have an equal 
fhare in the public honours and employments ; 
that no alliance fhould be made with foreign 
powers, and no embaffadors difpatched with- 
out the confent of both parties ; that the fame 

)ney fliould pafs current in both countries ; 

(hort, that they fhould have no diflindtion 
2 of 
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of privilege or intereft. Upon the ratificatioa 
of this union, Sigifmond Auguftus renounced 
all hereditary right to Lithuania. From this 
period the fame perfbn has been uniformly 
eledted king of Poland and great-duke of 
Lithuania; and the two nations have been 
incorporated into one republic *. 

Grodno is a large and {haggling place, but 
contains no more than 3,000 Chriftians, ex- 
cluding the perfons employed in the manu- 
fadtures, and 1,000 Jews. ' It has greatly 
the appearance of a town in decline ; con* 
taining a mixture of wretched hovels, falling 
houfes, and ruined palaces, with magnificent 
gateways, remains of its ancient fplendoun 
A few habitations in good repair make the 
contrafl more flriking. 

The old palace, in which the kings ufed 
to refide during the diet^, flood upon an hiU 
of fand rifmg abruptly fhim the river, and 
forming part of its bank: fome remains of 
the ancient walls ftiU exifl. Oppofite to this 
Jiill is the new palace, built, but never in- 
habited, by Auguffais III. as it was not 
finifhed at the time of his death. In thi^ 
palace are the apartments wherein the diet^ 

* LeDgnich, Jus Pub* v. L p. 30 to 33. 

T 2 are 
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are held,- or rather will be held if they arc 
ever again fummoned to Grodno. According 
to the treaty of Hrodlo ; Lublin, or Parzow, 
or any other more commodious town, was 
appointed for the meeting of the Polifh and 
Lithuanian deputies; but in the articles of 
union it was ftipulated, that Warfaw (hould 
be the place where the reprefentatives of the 
two nations vvrere to aflemble*. In 1673, 
as I have already obferved, it was enabled, 
that every third diet fhould be held at 
Grodno ; and, in conformity to this law, 
the firft national affembly was convened here 
in 1678 under John Sobiefki. But when the 
next turn of Grodno arrived, that monarch 
fummoned the diet to Warfaw: the Lithua- 
nians ftrongly oppofed this infringement of 
their rights; and their deputies, inftead of 
proceeding to Warfaw, where the king, fe- 
nate, and nuntios of Poland were met, re- 
paired to this town, and formed a feparate 
diet. In order to prevent a civil war, which 
this divifion might occafion, a negotiation 
took place ; and it was at length fettled, that 
the diet of 1673 fliould aflemble at Warfaw, 
but be called the diet of Grodno, and that 

* Lengaich, Jus Pub. v. II. p. 315, &c. 

the 
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the marfhal fhould be chofen from the Li^ 
thuanian nuntios *• From that time the- 
diets have been occafionally fummoned to 
Grodno; until the reign of his prefent ma- 
jcfty, when they have been uniformly held 
at Warfawj and this innovation has been 
tacitly agreed to by the Lithuanians, on ac- 
count of the diftance of this town from the 
royal refidence, as well as in confideration of 
the troubles which convulfed the country. 

We carried a letter of recommendation to 
Mr. Gillibert, a French naturalift of great 
learning and abilities, who has the fuper- 
intendence of the college and phyfic garden. 
The king of Poland has eftablifhed in this 
place a Royal Academy of Phyfic for Li- 
thuania, in which ten ftudents are inftrudted 
in phyfic, and twenty in furgery. They 
are all lodged, boarded, and taught at his 
majefty's expence : an inftitution that reflefts 
the higheft honour upon the king ; and which 
has greatly flouriftied under the royal patronage 
and proteftion. The phyfic garden, which 
did not exifl: in 1776, made, when I paflfed 
through the .town in 1778, a very refpcdt- 
gble appearance; which was entirely owing 

♦ Vic dc Sobicfld, p. 19. 

T3 
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to Mr. Gillibert's attentkm and care. It 
contained 1,500 exotics, amongft which were 
feveral delicate American plants ibwn in the 
open air, and which thrived remarkably well 
in this climate. Mr. GiUibert told me, that 
he had difcovered 200 fpecics of plants in 
Lithuania, which were only thought indige- 
nous in Siberia, Tartary, and Sweden ; and 
that in the whole duchy he had obfervcd 
980 fpecies, exclufive of the forts conmion to 
moft countries in Europe, 

Mr. Gillibert had lately formed a fmaU 
colle<aion, chiefly confiding of the produdtiOTS 
of Lithuania; and was employed in arranging 
materials for a natural hiftory of this duchy : 
he propofes to begin his publications upon 
that fubjedt with a Flora Lithuanica^, which 
will be fucceflively followed by an account 
of the mineralogy, infedts, quadrupeds, and 
birds. Confidering the infant ftate of natural 
knowledge in this country, the defign will 
require great length of time and perfeverance 
before it is completed; but there is nothing 
which afllduity and attention may not efFeft. 

The animals roving in the boundlefs forefts 
of Lithuania are the bear, the wolf, the elk, 
the wild-ox, the lynx, the beaver, the glou- 
ton, the wild-cat, &c. 

At 
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At Grodno I had an opportunity of feeing 
a female of the wild-ox, probably the fame 
quadruped which is defcribed by Ariftotlc 
under the name of Bonafusy ftyled TJrus in 
the Commentaries of Caefar, and called Bifon 
by fome naturalifts. That which fell Under 
my obfervation was not full grown, about 
the fize of a conunon English cow, fhapcd 
like a buffalo, but without the protuberance 
over its fhoulders : its neck was high and 
thick, and covered with long hair, or mane, 
which fringed down the throat and breaft, 
and hung almoft to the ground, fomewhat 
refembling that of an old lion : the forehead 
was narrow, with two horns turning in- 
wards *, and the tongue of a bluiih colour. 
The male, as we were informed, is fome« 
times fix feet in height, and is more fierce 
and fhaggy than the female. 

* Ariftotle deicribes tbe horns of the Bonafus as 
yayb^^ Kcu M£xa(jLfd£va mfo^ a^^ll^a, '^ crookid and bending 
** towards each other.'^ A circumftance which feems to 
have puzzled commentators upon Ariftotle, who did not 
confider that the figure of the horns varies exceedingly in 
the fame fpecies, in a wild or tame ftate, and cannot be 
admitted as forming a fpecific difierence* See Ariil, 
Hift. Anim. L. IX. c. 45. alfo Camus Hift. des AnI-* 
maux, cited in Maty's Review for April, J 783, p. 3i3i 
fcc. 

T 4 Linnaeus 
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Linnanis has clafied the Bonajusj the TJrus^ 
and the Bsfin (probably the fame animal with 
di^erent names) under three fpecies; BufFon 
reduces them to two, the Urus and the Bifon ; 
and Pennant has compriied them all under 
one (pedes*. His opinicm has been lately 
adopted by Pallas, in a very curious diiTer- 
tation publilhed in the A<5ts of the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences of St. Peterfburgh. 
That celebrated naturaliil: informs us, that 
this fpecies of the \vild-ox, which was for- 
merly very common in Europe, exifts no 
where in that continent, except in thefe 
Lithuanian forefts, in fome parts of the Car- 
pathian mountains, and perhaps of the Cau- 
cafus. He agrees alfo with BufFon, in hold- 
ing the iifori or wild-ox of America to be 
only a variety of the urus changed by the 
climate -f-. 

Lithuania is very rich in ornithology: 
among the birds of prey the eagle and vul- 

♦ Syftema Naturae. BufFon's Hift, Nat. Pennant's 
Hift. of Quad. p. 15. 

t Sur Ic BufHe a Queue de cheval in Nov. A6t. Pet 
^771. Part II. p. 232, &c. Alfo in his Neue Nord, 
rage, p. 2, 

turQ 
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ture are veiy common. The Remiz * or 
little fpecies of titmoufe, called Parus Pen^ 
dulinusj is not tinfrequcntly found in thefc 
parts. The wondrous ftrudture of its pen- 
dent neft induced me to give an engraving 
of both that and the birds themfelves. They 
are of the fmalleft fpecies of titmice. The 
head is of a very pale bluifh a(h-colour ; the 
forepart of the neck and the breaft tinged with 
red ; the belly white ; wings black ; back and 
rump of a yellowifli rull-colour; quill-feathers 
cinereous, with the exterior fides white ; the 
tail ruft-coloured. The male is Angularly dif- 
tinguiflied from the female by a pair of black- 
pointed whifkers. 

Its ncft is in the fliape of a long purfe, 
which it forms with amazing art, by inter- 
weaving down, gofs-a-mer, and minute^ fibres, 
in a clofe and compadt manner, and then 
lining the infide with down alone, fo as to 
make a fnug and warm lodge for its young 
brood. The entrance is at the fide, final I 
and round, with its edge more ftrongly mark- 
ed than the reft of this curious fabric : the 

^ I am indebted to that able naturalifl, Mr. Pennant, 
for this dcfcripiion of the Remiz, and for the annexed 
{>late, 

bird, 
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bird, attentive to the prefervation of its eggs 
and nefUings from noxious animals, fufpends 
it at the leiTer end to the extremity of the 
flendcr twigs of a willow, or fome other tree, 
over a river. Contrary to the cuftom of tit- 
mice, it lays only four or five eggs : poffibly 
Providence hath ordained this fcantinefs of 
eggs to the Remiz ; becaufe by the iingular 
inftindt imparted to this bird, it is enabled to 
iecure its young much more effedtually from 
deflru£)ion, than the other fpecies, which are 
very prolific. 

Mr. Gillibert acqu^ted me that a great 
quantity of yellow amber is frequently dug 
up in the Lithuanian forefts; and that it is 
probably the produdtion of a fmall. refinous 
pine*. He informed me that the duchy 

abounds 

* Naturalifts have long differed concerning the origin 
of amber. Some maintain it to be an animal fubftance : 
others clafs it among the minerals ; fome affert, that it is 
a vegetable oil united with a mineral acid ; but the moft 
common opinion feems to be that it is a foilil bitumen. 
A few, with Mr. Gillibert, hold it to be the refinous juice 
of a pine hardened by age : this latter opinion was alfo 
maintained by the ancient Romans. Amber is moft ufiially 
found upon the fea-coaft, and though frequently difcovered 
fcvcral feet beneath the furfiacc of the ground, yet has been 
fiippofcd to have never been dug up at any confiderable 

diftaiKC 
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abounds in iron ochfe, called by Linnaeus To-- 
pbus humofo ocbreaceus^ and defcribcd by Wal- 
lerius * under the article of Ferrum limofum^ 
which produces forty pounds of metal in an 
hundred weight; that it yields alfo feveral 
ipecies of copper and iron pyrites; black 
agate, which always bears a refemjblance to 
the roots of pines \ ; detached mafles of red 

and 

diftance from the fca ; a circumftance ' which has led 
feveral naturalifts to conjefture, that it owes, in a great 
meafurei its produAion to the fea. But this hypothefis is 
confuted by the difcovery of thefe large pieces of amber 
in the heart of the Lithuanian forefts far from any fea* 
See Plin. Hift. Nat. L. 37. Sec. XI. Tacitus de Mor. 
Germ. Macquaire's Chymiftry, v. II. p. 206. Bifliop of 
LandafPs (Dr. Watfon) Eflays on Chym. v. III. p. 12. 
and particularly Wallerius Syft. Min. v. II. p. 115 — 117. 
where the reader will find a lift of the principal naturalifts, 
who have written upon Amber. 

* Wallerius Syft. Min. v. 11. p. 255. 

t Mr. Gillibert thus dcfcribes thefe agates in the Afls 
of the Imperial Academy of Sciences. " Mr. Gillibert 
•* dans une lettre a Mr. le Profeffcur Pallas, parle d'une 
<* petrification tres rcmarquable, commune dans cc pays 
*^ [Lithuania], laquelle eft agathe par fa nature, mais re- 
** femble par&itement par fa forme, a des racines de fapins 
<^ petrifiecs. Les racines agatifees font bandees de noir 
^ autour de leur axe, et incruftees d'une ecorfe grife ou 
** blanchatre. On en trouve a demi pctrifiees ; et tcutcs 
^ donnent une odcur empyrcumatique au feu> qui provient 

*' d'un 
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and grey granite; pudding ftoncs, contain^ 
ing chryftals of white quartz ; the echinus 
agatized ; a large quantity of fiiUe precious 
ftoncs, fuch as amethyfts, topazes, garnets, 
alfo chalcedonies, cornelians, milky agates, 
the oculus cattiy or cat's eye, jafpers, and par- 
ticularly the red fpecies. He added, that 
Lithuania was extremely rich in marine pe- 
trifadtions, and chiefly in thofe which arc 
common in the Baltic : of thefe the madre- 
pores are the moft numerous ; and amongft 
others the CoralUnum Gotblandkum is not un- 
common, which is defcribed in the firft vo- 
hime of the Amocnitates Academica * as ex- 
tremely rare. 

The next morning we vifited the manu- 
faftures eftabliflied by the king in 1776. 
Tliey were carrying on in wooden fheds, 
built by Auguftus III. for ftablcs, which had 
been converted into temporary working looms, 
and dwelling houfcs for the accommodation of 
the manufadurers : it was cxpedlcd that the 

*^ d*uii rcfte de principc bitumenciix. D'Ailleuis toutcs 
" les petrifications d'oiigine marine fc trouvent agatifecs 
« dans ce pays couvert d*un fable fin, dont les eaux pcu- 
«* vent extrairc iin principc petrifiant do cettc nature." 
Nov. A(H. Acad. Pet. for 1777, p. 45. 

* P. 2 1 1. 

\N'holc 
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whole eftabliftiment would be foon removed 
to Loflbna, a village near Grodno, where 
convenient buildings, conftrudting at his ma- 
jclly's expence, were nearly finifhed for 
that purpofe. The principal manufadlures 
arc cloth and camlets, linen and cottons, 
filk ftufFs, embroidery, filk ftockings, hats, 
lace, ' fire arms, needles, cards, bleaching- 
wax, and carriages. The country fumilhes 
fufficient wool, flax, hemp, beavers hair, 
and wax for the fupply of the manufadtures 
which employ thofe commodities; but the 
.filk, cotton, iron, colours, gold and filver for 
the embroidery, and fine thread firom Bruf- 
fels for the lace, arc imported, 

Thefe manufadhires employ 3,000 perfons, 
including thpfe difperfed in the contiguous 
villages, who fpin linen and worfted thread. 
There are feventy foreigners, who dire<a the 
different branches; the reft are natives be- 
longing to the king's demefnes. The ap- 
prentices are boys and girls, all children of 
Polifh pealants, who are clothed and fed, 
and have befides a imall allowance in money. 
The directors complain that there is no emu- 
lation among them ; and tliat, although they 
are better fed and clothed than the other 
peafants, yet they cannot excite them to in- 

dufby 
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duftry by any other means than force. Nor 
is this a matter of wonder ; for they ftill con- 
tinue in a ftate of fervitude, and are appre^ 
henfive, if they fhould acquire any uniifuai 
profit, and carry it to their parents, it would 
be taken away: and it has frequently hap- 
pened, that any little pittance, they had gain* 
cd by their labour, has been wreftcd ftxxn 
them, in order to pay the quit-rents which 
their parents owed to their lords. One of thefe 
apprentices, more fhrewd than the reft, iaid to 
the direftor, who was trying to ftimulate 
her induftry, " What advantage fliall I ob- 
*« tain if I follow your advice ? let me become 
" ever fo fkilfol in my trade, I fhall always 
•^ continue fubjeft to my mafter : the labour 
" will be mine, and the profits his.'* To 
which obfervation no anfwer could be given. 
Moft of them appeared with fuch a fettled 
melancholy in their countenances, as made 
my heart ache to fee them : and it was evi- 
dent that they worked from compulfion, and 
not from inclination. As feme remedy to 
this evil, it has been propofed, after a certain 
term of years, to give liberty to thofe who 
particularly excel, and diftinguifh themfelves 
by any extraordinary exertions. But this 
humane propofal has been rejected, from a 

notion 
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nodoft that fuch perfons, when once made 
free, would no longer continue to work ; and 
that by thcfc means the manufii<ftures would 
be deprived of the beft hands. Though this 
inconvenience might occafionally take place ; 
yet the encouragement of fuch a regulation 
would beget alacrity and excite induftry, and 
would therefore create, a greater number of 
artifts than it would emancipate. It might 
now and then occafion the lofs of a manu- 
fadhirer ; but. would diffiife fuch a knowledge 
of the manu£i£hire, as to render the lofs im« 
material. 

Thefe manufadurcs arc ftill in their infancy,- 
but their inftitution refledts a confiderable luftre 
upon his majefty's reign *, and more particularly 
as his attention was not withdrawn from them 
during the civil convulfions which fo lately 
fhook his throne. 

On the firft evening of our arrival at Grodno, 
a Polifli nobleman, to whom we were in- 
troduced by Mr. GiUibert, invited us to fup- 
per with fuch franknefs and cordiality, that 
it would have been rudenefs not to have ac- 
cepted the invitation. After an hour's con- 
veriation, he coniSgned us to the care of his 
wife, and retired; nor did he again make 

his 
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his appearance the whole evening. This 
feeming inattention, Co contrary to the polite- 
nefs of the invitation, occafioned at firft fbme 
liirprize ; but we afterwards found, that good 
manners equally diredted his behaviour in 
both thefe inftances. Having before our ar- 
rival invited fome Polifh gentlemen to fup 
with him, who could not converfe in French, 
and who drank freely; he thought jufUy 
enough that we fliould pafs a more agreeable 
evening with the ladies. We had a iinall 
party at fupper, which was cheerfol and agree- 
able ; for the Poles are a very lively people, 
and the women in general amiable and well- 
ored. 

We dined the following day with count 
Tyfenhaufcn vice-chancellor of Lithuania : it 
was an eledion-dinner previous to the dietine, 
which was to aflemble at Grodno, in order to 
chufe the reprefentatives of this diftridt for 
the approaching diet. There were eighty no- 
bles at table, all, a few excepted, in their 
national drefs, and with their heads fhavcd 
in the Poliih fafliion. Before dinner they 
faluted the count with great rcfpeft, fome kil- 
fing the licni of his garment, others (loop- 
ing down and embracing his legs. Two 

ladiea 
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ladies were at table^ and, as ftrangers, we 
had the pofl of honour affigned to us, and 
were feated by them. It was my good for- 
tune to fit next to one who was uncommon- 
ly enteitaining and agreeable, and never fuf- 
fered the convcrfation to flag. After dinner 
feveral toafts went round : — the king of Po- 
land—the diet^— the ladies who were pre- 
fent — a good journey to us, &c. The mailer 
of the feaft named the toafl, filled a large 
glafs, drank it, turned it down to fhew that 
it was empty, and then pafiTed it to his next 
neighbour; from whom it was circulated in 
fucceflion, and with the lame ceremonies- 
through the whole company. The wine was 
champagne, the glafs large, and the toafts nu- 
merous : but there was no obligation, after 
die firft round, to fill the glafs ; it was only 
neceflary to pour in a fmall quantity and pafs 
the toaft. As it is efteemed a kind of hofpi- 
tality in Poland to circulate the wine freely 
among the guefts ; my fair neighbour, when 
it was my turn to drink her health, propofed 
that I fhould fill a bumper. Though I had 
already drank one in honour of his majefty, 
andr would willingly have declined another, 
I could not difobey the orders of an agreeable 
Vol. I. U woman; 
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woman ; and did the iame homage to beauty 
diat I had before paid to royalty. The nejct 
turn, was the health of the other lady, which 
my &ir neighbour urged me to do juftice to 
in the iame manner; but I excufed my&If 
by intimating, that fhe alime was deferring of 
iiich a tribute. 

In the evening the count gave us a ball 

concluded by an el^ant fupper. The ball 

was lively and agreeable. The company 

amufed themfelvcs with Polifh and Englifh 

country dances : the foraier were fimple, but 

not deficient in grace, accompanied by a 

moft pleafing air: the ccnnpany flood in 

pairs; the firft man led his partner round 

the room in a kind of ftep not much unlike 

that of a minuet, he then quitted her hand, 

made a fmall circle, joined hands again, 

and repeated the fame movements until the 

concluiion. The fecond couple began as foon 

as the firft had advanced a few fteps, and was 

quickly followed by the remainder, fo that 

all the parties glided after one another at 

the fame time. The Poles -are very fond of 

this dance: although it has little varieiy, 

they continued it fi^r half an hour v/iihoiit 

iiitcrmiliion, and frequently renewed it during 

the 
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the coirife of the cvehiftg;. The mfeiirals 
betwetn this nfttional dance vrett filled wJftt 
Ehgliffi country daftCes, whkh they perform- 
ed with equal expertnefs, and With h6 left 
delight. An elegant fupper, to which onlj^ 
a &le&: party was invited, agreeably cottchidfeit 
the ehtertainment of the day. 
• The count poHtdy prefled tiw to contftttttf 
fomc time at Grodno, and to take iip cHlf 
abode in his houfe ; but as we were deilrous 
of arriving at Peterlburg before the com- 
mencement of the winter, we declined the 
invitation, which we fliould otherwife have 
accepted with the greateft pleafure. Some of 
the company, however, had kindly endea- 
voured to detain us by the following ftrata- 
gem: they privately defired the coach-makef 
employed in mending our carriage to exectite 
the commiffion in a dilatory manner ; and al- 
though we had accidentally difcovered this 
projeft, yet it was not without the moft ur- 
gent remonftrances that we obtained the ne-^ 
ceflary repairs. In order to fpare our ac- 
quaintance the trouble of making, and our- 
felves the pain of rejedting, any flirther foli- 
citations ; we thought it moft expedient to 
ileal away in the night without apprifing any 
one of our defign. 

Ui If 
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' It wds our intention to have gone to Vilna ; 
but as this was the time of electing nuntioSy 
the pofhxiaAer infbnned us, that for want of 
horfes we fhould be delayed upon the road at 
fbme >metched village without a poflibilitjr of 
proceeding: we therefore, very unwilling^, 
and to our great diiappointment, altered our 
route, as we wifhed much to have viiited the 
capital of Lithuania. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

CmtinuStion of the tour tbnugb the duchy rf 
Lithuania. — Number of Jews.-^^Badnefs of 
the roads and want of accommodations. — Chje 
cftbe dietine atyimGn. — Poverty and wretch* 
ednefs of the natives. — Comparative view of 
the Swifs and Polifli peafants. — Remarks on 
the Plica Polonica. 

IN our route through Lithuania we could 
not avoid being fbruck with the fwarms of 
Jews, who, though very numerous in every 
other part of Poland, feem to have fixed their 
head-quarters in this duchy. If you aflc for 
an interpreter, they bring you a Jew ; if jrou 
come to an inn, the lancUord is a Jew ; if you 
want poft-horfes, a Jew procures them, and 
a Jew drives them; if you wifh to pur- 
chafe, a Jew is your agent : and this perhaps 
is the only countiy in Europe where Jews 
cultivate the ground ; in paffing through Li- 
thuania, we frequently £iw them eng^jsd in 
fowing, reaping, mowing, and odicr works o^ 
hufbandry. 

The roads in Lithuania are entirely ne- 
glected, being little better than by-paths 

U 3 winding 



winding through the thick foreft: without the 
Icaft degree of artificial direftion: they arc 
frequently fo narrow as fcarcely to admit a 
carriage; are continually obftrufted, by 
flumps and ropt* of trec«, and ar? in mfwy . 
parts jTo exceedingly ^dy, that eight iinall 
horfes cpuJd. fcarcely drag us along. The 
poftilions were frequently boys of tW or 
twelve years of age, hardy lads* who rode 
poftg cf twenty and cyen thirty Englifh mile? 
without a faddle> and with hardly any coyer* 
ing except a fhirt and a pair of Unei) drawers, 
The bridge? acrofs the iTVukts were fo weakly 
conArudted ai¥l fo old> that they feenied ready 
tp crack with the weight of the carriage j 
and we thought ourfelves fortuijatc in getting 
over them without an accident. 

Some traveltlers have remarked, that the 
foreft^, through which our route lay, are fet 
on fire by lightning or other natural cauies, 
gnd bla?e for a confiderabk time. At fjrft 
wc conceived this reprefentation to her well- 
founded, a^ we difcovered in many parts evi- 
dent traces of exienfive conflagrations. Upon 
inquiry, how^vert we were informed, that 
the peafantfta being obliged annually to iumiih 
their landlords with a certain quantity of tur-r 
pentiFjCi fet fire to the trunks of the pines 

while 
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while ilandingy and catch it a9 it oo^es from 
the ftems. We could obferve few treed with- 
out marks of fire upon them: (bme were 
quite blacky and nearly charred to cinder; 
fome half-burnt ; others confiderably fcorch* 
ed, but continuing to vegetate. 

Augufl: 15. After twenty hours incefiant 
travelling we arrived late in the evening at 
Bielitsa, which is diflant about ninety Eng*^ 
lifh miles frcxn Grodno jr and fet out before 
day-break, anxious to reach Minfk on the 
morning of the 17th, when a dietine for the 
ekflion of nuntios was to be aflembled. We 
flopped a fhort time at Novogrodec, which is 
all buSt of wood, except two or three ruinous 
brick-houfes, a convent that belonged to the 
Jefuits, and fome mouldering flone-walls fur^' 
rounding a fmall emmence, upon which are 
the remains of an old citadel. Near Novo-* 
grodec we p^d a large number of ban^ows, 
which the pcafant» call Swedifh burying- 
places. In this part the country was lefs 
fandy, of a richer foil, and fomewhat <liVerfi- 
fied with hlD and dale : the fd&tary extent of 
the forefls was more than ufually interfperfect 
wt^ v^ages and doited with fieid& Of pofture, 
in whick we obierved numerous herds of 
eattle, 

. U 4 Upon 
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Upon our arrival at the fmall village of 
Mir, we found that our original intention of 
reaching Minfk by the next morning was 
fcarcely pradticable, even if we continued our 
journey during the night. The diftance was 
between fixty and feventy miles ; the night 
extremely dark ; the roads bad ; and, we were 
informed, that in fome places we fhould be 
obliged to crofs feveral bridges not very paff- 
able even in the day without the utmoft 
circumfpedion. Our dcfire therefore of be- 
ing prefent at the eledion of nuntios gave 
way to thefe fuggeftions; and we iacrificed 
the gratification of our curiofity to the con- 
liderations of perfonal fafety. The pleafures 
of Mir certainly offered no inducement for 
delay: the poverty of the inhabitants denied 
a fcanty fupply of the moft ordinary refresh- 
ments ; the higheft entertainment which the 
place afforded being a fufpenfion of the dan- 
gers of travelling, and the fum of our com- 
forts an intermiffion of fatigue. 

The badnefs of our accommodations at 
Mir led us to confider Minlk (where we arriv- 
ed on the evening of the 17th) as the feat 
of tafle and luxury. We there experienced 
comforts to which we had lately been flran- 
gcrs; a neat white- wafhed room wijth a 

brick 
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brick floor, no fleas or flics, plenty of clean 
jftraw, good bread, and frefli meat. After a 
refrefhing night's reft, we Mied forth the 
next morning to the refedlory of the Jefuits 
monaftery, the place where the nuntios had 
been chofen the preceding -day. We had 
fome difficulty in gaining admittance; until 
a perfon, who appeared to be a man of con- 
fequence, inquired in the German language 
our country and our bufinefs. Upon our an- 
fwering that we were three Englifh gentle- 
men, defirous of feeing every thing worthy of 
obfervation, he expreflfed much furprize at 
the plainnefs of our dreflfes, particularly at 
our want of fwords. ^* In Poland," he faid, 
" every gentleman wears his fabre as a badge 
'* of his rank, never appearing in pubUc 
^* without it ; and I advife . you to obferve 
'^ this cuftom as long as you continue in 
" this country, if you wilh to be confidered 
** as gentlemen." Thanking him for his 
advice, we accompanied him into the re- 
fcdtory, where we found the majority of 
the dietine ftill aflembled, though not 
upon national buflnefs; in plain Engliih, 
they were engaged in drinking, a no le& ef- 
fential appendage of a Poliih than a Britiih 
i^ledion. One perfon, whom th^ iecmed to 

treat 
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treat with deference^ was conflantly emplGyed 
in deliveriag drams to the eledtors, who were 
{landing in diiSerent parts of the room : many 
ceremonies paifed at every circulation of the 
gkfsi they touched their breafts, flooped 
towards the ground, and drank the nuntios' 
and e%ch other's health with great folenmi^. 
Several of the Polifh gentlemen converfed 
with me in Latin : they informed me, that 
every palatinate is divided into a certain num-* 
ber of diftridts ; and that each diftridfc chuiet 
two nuntios. I afked whether the eledion 
of the diilridt of Minfk had been contefted i 
they told me, that three candidates had offered 
them&lves» I then inquired whether the 
elefted nuntios were of the king's party ; and 
they anfwered, "We have in this inflance 
^ complied with his majefty's recommenda- 
*' tion." — " You have afted," I replied, 
** with great propriety : is he not a good 
** prince ?" — ** A good prince !" returned the 
Poles, " yes, the nioft excellent that ever 
^' filled a throne." 

Minlk is a large place : tv\io churches and 
the monaftery which belonged to the Jefuits 
are conftrudted of brick ; and the remaining 
buildings, though of wood, have a neater 
look than the generality of dwellings in this 

country. 
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countiy. On returning to our inn, we rc^ 
ceived an invitation to dinner from a Polifh 
pbunt; but as the weather appeared fine, as 
our carriage was at the door, and all things 
prepared for our immediate departure, wo 
deteimined to give up an opportunity of fo-f 
cial enjoyment to the expediency of purfuing 
our journey. 

Auguft 18. We were confiderably fatigued 
with our journey from Minfk to Smolewitzo, 
whichy though fcarcely thirty miles, employed 
us, on account of the badnefs of the roads 
^d other unexpeded delays, near twelve 
hours. The weather was cold and rainy, the 
wind high, the roads worfe than ufual^ and 
liie evening proved extremely dark. We 
were almoft beginning to defpair of reaching 
pur deftined ftation ; when a noife of folding 
doors thrown open, and the rattling of our 
icarriage upon a wooden floor, announced 
our adual arrival. The leathern blinds o£ 
our carriage having been clofely faftencd down^ 
in order to exclude the wind and rain> we 
were for a few moments held in fufpenfe 
into what kind of place we were admitted. 
Upon alighting^ we found ourfelves in th& 
middle of a large bam or £hed, at the further 
^nd pf yirl^h we defcried . two large pines, 

with 
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with all their branches, in full blaze upon an 
hearth without a chimney: round it feveral 
figures, in full black robes and with long 
beards, were employed in furring a great 
cauldron fufpended over the flame. A belief 
in witchcraft, or a little fuperflition, might 
eafily have rcprcfcntcd this party as a group 
of magicians engaged in celebrating ibme 
myfHc rites; but, upon nearer infped:ion. 
We rccognifed in them our old friends the 
Jews, preparing their and our evening re- 
pafl. 

We fet out the next morning bcfbne day- 
break, as was our ufual cuflom, having no 
inducement to remain any longer than was 
abiblutely necefTary in thefe hovels, abounding 
in vermin, and in which filth and wretched- 
nefs are united. Near Borifow we crofled the 
Berezyna, which has been erroneoufly laid 
down by fome modern geographers, as form- 
ing the new boundary between Ruffia and 
Poland; and on the other fide of the town 
pafTed a camp of 2,000 Ruffian troops, who 
were marching to Warfaw. 

At Borifow the Jews procured us ten horfes, 
and placed them all in two rows, fix next the 
carriage, and four in fi-ont *. There was in- 

♦ The ufual method of harnefllng was by placing foUr 
a-brcaft, and two in the foremoft row. 

deed 
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deed much ingenuity in contriving this ar- 
langcment, which was cflfedtcd in the fol- 
lowing manner. The two middle horfes in 
the hinder row were hameffed as ufual to the 
^linter-bars ; their twa neareft neighbours 
were iaflened to the extremities of the axle- 
tree, which proje<fbed confiderably on each iidc 
beyond, the boxes of the fore-wheck; and 
the two outermoft were tied in the fame 
manner, by means of long ropes, to the hinder 
axle-tree : the four horfes in front were har- 
neffed to the pole and to the fplinter-bars of 
die pole. Well afTured that horfes, ranged 
in this primitive manner, would require more 
room than the narrow roads of Poland gene- 
rally afforded, we endeavoured to perfuade the 
drivers to place them in pairs ; but fuch was 
their obftinacy or want of comprehenfion^ 
that we could not prevail upon them to make 
any alteration. We therefore unjoofed two 
hories from the hindermofl row j and for that 
permiflion were obliged to compound for 
leaving the remaining eight in their original 
pofition. In this manner we proceeded ; but 
ftill found great difficulty in fbrcing our way 
through the wildemeis, which wins io over-- 
grown with thick underwood^ as in many 
parts fcarcely to adaut the breadth of an or* 

dinaiy 
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dinary carriage. In dxoc pkces we wet« 
obliged to take off twO, in odiers four of 
the horfes ; and not unfrequ^tly olightdd, 
in order to affiil the drivers and fertrants in 
femoving ^en trees which obffarafbed thd 
wlay; in direding the horfes dirough the 
winding paths, and in finding a new track 
akmg the almoft impenetmble foreft. W6 
tfiought ourielves exceedingly fortunate^ that 
oar carriage was not fhaken to pieces > and 
diat we were not overturned. 

In various parts of the fbreft, w6 6b&rv6d 
a circular range c^ boards fixed to ievera! 
trees abdut twelve feet from the .ground^ 
and projeding three in breadth from the 
trunk. Upon inquiry we were informed, 
that upon any great hunting party, ladders 
were placed againft thefe fcafFoldings ; and 
that when any perfon is clofely prcfled by 
a bear, he runs up the ladder, and draws it 
up after him : the bear, although an excellent 
climber, is flopped in his afcent by the pro- 
jection of the boards. 

We were very happy at length to reach 

Naitza, although we took up our f^tion 

in one of the moft wretched of all the 

wretched cottages we had yet entered. - The 

2 only 
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only article of furniture it afforded was a 
(mall table; and the only uteniil a broken 
earthen pot, in which our rcpafl wasr pre- ' 
pared, and which ferved . us alfo for difhes 
and plates. We ate our meagre fere by 
the light of a thin lath of deal, about five 
feet in length, which was ffaick into d, cre- 
vice of the wainfcot, and hung over the 
table: this lath, thanks to the turpentine 
contained in it, ferved us inftead of a candle, 
of which there was not one to be found in 
the whole village of Naitza. It is fur- 
prizing, that the carelefs method of ufing 
thefe lights is not oftener attended with 
dreadful effeds ; for the cottagers carry them 
about the houfe with fuch little caution, 
that* we frequently obferved fparks to drop 
from them upon the flraw which wa< pre- 
pared for our beds: nor were we able, by 
the ilrongefl exprefHons of &ar, to awaken 
in them the dightefl degree of circumfpe(fboo 
For fome time after coming into this country, 
we ufed to fkrt up with no fmall emotioti iki 
order to extinguifh the fparks; but, fuch is 
the irfefiftible influence of cuftoth, w6 be- 
came at lafl oudtlves perfedly infeiifible to 
the danger of this pradlice, and caught all 

the 
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the indificrence of the natives. I once even 
ti} hr forgot m3rfelf as to hold a lighted ftick 
for a confiderable time over an heap of ftraw, 
while I was negligently fearching for fbme 
trifle. This fupinencfs, which I fo eafily 
acquired in this inftance, convinced me (if 
I may compare fmall things with great), 
that I could live with the inhabitants at the 
foot of Mount Vefuvius without dread of an 
eruption; or fit unconcerned with the natives 
of Conftantinople amid the devaftations of 
the plague. 

It is inconceivable how few are the wants 
of the Lithuanian pea&nts ! Their carts arc 
put togetiier without iron ; their bridles and 
traces are generally plaited from the b*k 
of trees, or compofed merely of twifted 
branches. They have no other inftrument 
but a hatchet, to conftrudt their huts, cut 
out their furniture, and make their carts. 
Their drefs is a thick linen fhirt and drawers, 
a long coarfe drugget coat, or a flieepikin 
cloak, a round black felt cap lined with wool, 
and flioes made from the bark of trees. 
Their huts are built of trunks of trees 
heaped on each other, and look like piles 
of wood in wharfs with penthoufe roofs. 
5 How 



Q.y. JOURNEY THROUGH LITHUANIA. 305 

How very unlike the Swifs cottages, though 
formed of the fiune materials ! Nor dre their 
houfes more diilimilar than their mamiers« 
The ftriking dilFerence between the Swifs 
and Polifh peafonts, in their very air and 
deportment, ftrongly marks the contrail o£ 
their refpeiftive governments. The Swifs are 
open, frank, rough, but ready to ferve you; 
they nod their* heads, or flightly pull off* 
their hats as you pafs by, but expedt a rec- 
tum of civility : they are roufed by the leaft 
rudenefs, and are not to be infulted with im- 
punity. On the contrary, the Polifli pcafents 
are cringing and fervile in their expreffions 
of refpeft: they bowed down to the ground; 
took off their hats or caps, and held them 
in their hands till we were out of fight; 
flopped their carts on the firfl glimpfe .of our 
carriage ; in fhort, their whole behiviour gave 
evident fymptoms of the abjed: fervitude under 
which they groaned. Yet liberty is as often 
the iiibjed: of encomium in Poland as in 
Switzerland: how different, however, are its 
operations in the two countries ! In the oilc 
it is equally diffufed, and fpreads comi£;)rt and 
bappinefs through the whole community t 
in die other it centers in a few, and is in 
reality the worfl fpecieS of defpotifha* 

Vol. L X Bcfiw 
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Before f dofe my account of Poland, I 
fliall juft curforily mention, that in our pro- 
grcfe through this country we could not fail 
observing feveral perfons with matted or clotted 
hair, which confdtutes a diforder caHed PUca 
Po/anica: it receives that denomination be- 
caufe it is confidered as peculiar to Poland ? 
although it is not unfi^equent in Hungary^ 
Tartary, and feveral adjacent nations, and 
inftances of it are occafionally to be found 
in other countries. 

. According to the obfervations of Dr. Vicat,^ 
an ingenious Swifs ph3riician long reiident m 
Poland, and who has publifhed a £ttisfa£tory 
trcatife * upon this fubjedl ; the Plica Polo-- 
nka is fuppofed to proceed from an acrid 
vifcous humour, penetrating into the hair, 
which is tubular -f- : it then exudes either 
from its fides or extremities; and clots the 
whole together, either in feparate folds, or 
ki one undillinguifhed mafs. Its fymptoms, 

♦ Memoire fur la Pliquc Polonoife. 

t The dilatation of the hair is fometimes fo confiderabic 
as to admit fmall globules of blood; this circumftancc, 
which however very rarely happens, has probably given 
rife to the notion, that the patient, if his hair is cut off, 
bleeds to death. 

more 
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more or lefs violent, according to the C€Hei(H^ 
tution of the patient^ or malignity of the dif- 
eafc, are itchings, fweliings, eruptions, ulcers^ 
intermitting fevers, pains in the head, languor, 
lovmefs of fpirits, rheumatifin, gout ; andfome- 
tioKs even convulfions, paliy, and madriefs. 
Thef? fymptoms gradually decreafe as the 
hair becomes affbded. If the patient is (haved 
in the head, he relapfes into- all the dreadfiii 
complaints which preceded the eruption of 
the P/u:a ; and he continues to labour under 
them, until a frefh growth of hair abforbs 
the acrid humour. This diforder is thought 
hereditary; and is proved to be contagious 
when in a virulent ftate. 

Many phyfical caufes have been fuppofed 
to concur in rendering the P/ica more fre- 
quent in thcfe regions than in other parts: 
it would be endlefs to enumerate the various 
conjedhires with which each perfon has fup- 
ported his favourite hypothefis : the moft 
probable are thofe afligned by Dr. Vicat. 
The iirft caufe is the nature of the Polifh 
aiJ-, which is rendered infalubrious by nu- 
merous woods and moraffes; and occafionally 
derives an uncommon keenncfs even in the 
midft of fummer from the pofition of the 

X 2 Carpathian 
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Carpathian mountains: for the fouthem and 
fouth-eafterly winds, which ufually convey 
^varmth in other regions, are in this chilled 
in their paflage over their fnowy fununits. 
The fecond is xmwholefome water: £ot al^ 
-though Poland is not deficient in good fprings, 
yet the conunon people ufually drink that 
which is neareft at hand, taken indifcrimi- 
nately from rivers, lakes, and even ftagnant 
pools. The third caufe is the grofs ihatten* 
tion of the natives to clcanlinefs ; for expe- 
rience (hews, that thofe who are not negli- 
gent in their perfons and habitations, are lefs 
liable to be. afflifted with the plica, than 
others who are deficient in that particular. 
Thus perfons of higher rank are lefs fubjed 
to this diforder than thofe of inferior ftations ; 
the inhabitants of large towns than thofe of 
fmall villages ; the free peafants than thofe 
in an abfolute ftate of vaffalage ; the natives 
of Poland Proper than thofe of Lithuania. 
Whatever may be determined as to the poffi- 
bility that all, or any of thefe caufes, by 
themfelves, or in conjunftion with others, 
originally produced the diforder; we may 
venture to affert, that they all, and particu- 
larly the laft, aflift its propagation ; inflame its 
fymptoms; and protradl its cure. 

In 
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In a word, the Plica Polonica appears to be 
a contagious diftemper ; whichy like the le- 
profy, ftill prevails among a people, ignorant 
in medicine, and inattentive to check its pro- 
grefs i but is rarely known in thofe countries, 
where proper precautions are taken to prevent 
its fpreading. 
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Entrance into Ruffia. — Limits and account of 
the prffuince difmembered from Poland* — 
Cbeapnefs of the poji. — youmey to Smolcn- 
iko. — Hijiory and Defcription of Smoleniko. 
— Divine fervice in the cathedral. — Vifit to 
the bijhop^— Dinner with a judgel-^Joumey 
to Mofcow. — Peafants.^^Tieir drefs^ cot^ 
tages^ foad^ &c. 

AUGUST 20. We came into Ruffia 
at the fmall village of Tolitzin, which 
in 1772 belonged to Poland; but is now 
comprifed in the portion of country ceded to 
the emprefs by the late partition treaty. The 
province allotted to Ruffia comprifes Polifli 
Livonia ; that part of the palatinate of Polotfk 
which lies to the eaft of the Duna ; the pala- 
tinates of Vitepflc, Miciflaw; and two finall 
portions to the north-eail and fouth*eaft of 
^he palatinate of Minfk : this trad of land 

(PoliOi 
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(Poliih Livonia excepted) is fituated in White- 
RuiTia, and includes at leaft one third of Li- 
thuania. 

The Ruflian limits of the new province 
arc formed by the Duna, from its mouth to 
a.bove Vitepfk ; from thence by a ftraight line 
running diredly fouth to the fource of the 
Drug near Tolitzin ; by the Drug to its 
junftion with the Dnieper > and laftly, by 
the Dnieper to the point where it receives 
the Sotz. This territory is now divided into 
the two governments of Polotfk apd Mohilef ; 
its population amounts to about 1^600,000 
fouls ; its produdions^ are chiefly grain in large 
quantities^ hemp^ fiax> and paihire ; its forefls 
fiirnifh great abundance of mafts", pknks, 
alfo oak for {hip-building, pitch and tar, &c. 
which are chiefly fent down the Duna to 
Riga, 

At Tolitzin we were greatly aftonifhed at 
the cheapnefs of the poft-horfes : andi when 
our fervant had difcharged the firfl: account, 
which amounted to only two copecs, or about 
a penny a verfl: * for each horfc, we fliould 
have concluded, that he had clieated the poft- 
maftcr in our favour; if we had not been 

* Three quarters of a mile, 

well 
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well cpnvincei from the general chanuacr 
of the Ruflians, that they were not likely- to 
be duped by ftrangers. Indeed we foon after- 
wards difcovercd, that even half of the charge, 
which we thought fo extremely moderate, 
might have been favcd ; if we had taken the 
precaution of obtaining an order from the 
Ruffian embaffador at Warfaw. 

From Tolitzin, through the new govern- 
ment of Mohilef, the road was excellent, and 
of confidcrable breadth, with a double row of 
trees planted on each fide, and ditches to 
drain off the water. We paflcd through 
feveral wretched villages ; ferried at Oria 
over the Dnieper, there only a fmoU river 5 
went through DubroiFnaj and arrived in the 
evening at Lady. The country from Tolitzin to 
Lady is waving and fomewhat hilly, aboiuids 
in fbreft, and produces corn, millet, hemp, 
and flax. In the largeft villages vrc ob&rvcd 
fchools and other buildings, conftru^ting at 
the expence of the emprcfs, and alfo churches 
with domes, intended for the Polifh diffidents 
of the Greek fedt, and the Ruffians who chufe 
to fettle in the country. 

Lady is lituated in the government of Smo- 
lenfko, and, before the late difinemberment, 
was one of the Ruffian frontier tov7n§ : we 

took 
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took Up our quarters at the poft-houfe, where 
we procured a very comfortable apartment; 
Tjiefe poft-houfes, which frequently occur 
in the principal high-roads of Ruflia, are 
moftly conftrud:ed upon the fame plan, and 
are very convenient for the accommodation 
of travellers: they are large fquare wooden 
buildings, enclofing a fpacious court-yard; 
in the center of the front is a range of apart- 
ments intended for the reception of travellers, 
with a gate-way on each iide leading into the 
court-yard; the remainder of the front is 
appropriated to the ufe of the pofl-mafler and 
his fervants; the other three fides of the 
quadrangle arc divided into flables and (beds 
for carriages, and large bams for hay and 
com. We were agreeably furprized, even in 
this remote place, to meet with feme Englifh 
flrong beer; and no lefs pleafed to fee our 
fupper ferved in dilhes of our countryman 
Wedgewoad's cream-coloured ware. The 
luxury of clean ftraw for our beds was no 
fmall addition to thefe comforts. 

Upon calling for our bill in the moming, 
we found our charge as reafonable as the 
entertainment was good. The fatisfadtion 
we exprefled at our reception, perhaps in- 
duced the fecretary (as the poft-mafler him- 

felf 
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fclf was abfent) to think us proper, fubjeds 
of impofition. The diftancc to the next fta- 
tion was about ten miles, and thefecretary 
demanded three times the fum allowed by the 
public regulations, under pretence of our not 
being provided with an order for poft-horfes. 
We hinted fome furprize at this charge : this 
intimation, though conveyed in the mildeft 
terms, the fccretary thought proper to anfwer 
with expreflions of contempt and defiance ; 
he ordered the horfes again into the ftable, and 
declared we (hould not ftir from the place un- 
til we difcharged the full fiim. Though we 
might eafily have been prevailed upon by the 
flightefl: apology to have fubmitted to the 
fraud, we determined to chaftife his infolencc. 
We repaired to the diredlor of the cuftom- 
koufe, and wer6 immediately admitted : to 
our great {atisfadion he fpoke Gprman ; and 
after we had laid our cafe before him, he told 
us, that the Ruflian had demanded treble the 
fum he was intitled to ; he affured us^ we 
ihould receive inftant redrefs, and that the 
ofiender fhould be puni(hed for his impofition. 
Having difpatched a meifenger, to whom he 
whifpered a private order, he dcfired us to 
wait his return, and offered us coffee. While 
we were drinking it, he gave us various in- 
formation* 
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formation relative to the Ruilian pofts ; added 
&veral hints» which afterwards proved fin- 
gularly ufeful; and particularly cautioned 
us to procure an order for horfes from the 
governor of Smolenfko. In the midft of this 
converfation we heard a carriage drive to the 
door, which we perceived to be our own, 
with all things ready for our inuncdiate de- 
parture : our old friend, the poft-maftcr's 
fccrctary, made at the fame time his appear- 
ance in a very fubmiflive attitude ; we inter- 
ceded with the diredlor for his back, and ob- 
tained a promiie that he (hould only be repri- 
manded. After making thofe acknowledg- 
ments to our friendly direftor, which were 
due to his politenefs ; we took our leave, and 
proceeded on our journey. 

We were much chagrined at finding that 
the excellent new road lately defcribed termi- 
nated at Lady : it was feme fatisfadion, how- 
ever, that the remaining parts from thence to 
Smolenfko proved far fuperior to thofc we had 
encountered in the Lithuanian forcfts. The 
villages were an exadt counterpart to thofe 
we had left behind; and exhibited fcarcely 
any thing more than a repetition of fcenes 
already detailed. 

The 
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The Ruffians differ widdy in their appew-: 
ance and drefs from the Poli^ pea£ints.' 
The moft fhikkig contraft arifes from their 
method of wearing their hair : the Poks (have 
their heads^ leaving ordy a imall tufr upon 
the crown; whereas the others fuffer their 
hair to hang quite down to the eye-brows 
and over the ears, and cut it fhort round die 
neck. The country was undulating and hilly, 
and more open than ufual until we arrived 
within a few miles of Smolenfko ; when we 
plunged into a thick foreH, which continiwed 
almoft to the gates of that town, without the 
intervention of a fingle village, or fcarcely of 
a fingle cottage. 

In 1403 the town of Smolenfko, which be- 
longed to the Ruflians, was befieged and taken 
by Vitoldus; and, together with the whole 
province, united to the duchy of Lithuania *. 
During the conflant and inveterate enmities 
which fubfifled between the Ruffians and 
Poles, Smolenfko was a place of great impor- 
tance; though only fortified according to the 
cuflom of the time, partly with ramparts of 
earth and ditches, and partly with pallifadoes, 

* Dlugoflius, Lib. X. p. 104. ctfeq. 

§ and 
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and a wooden citadel*; theie fortifications 
were, however, fufficiently flrong to rcfifl the 
defultory attacks of undifciplined troops ; and 
it was at different intervals ineffisdbially be- 
fieged until the beginning of the i6th cen- 
tury^F when Vaf&li Ivanovitch great duke of 
Mofcovy obtained pofleilion of it, by oorrupting 
the garrifbn. It continued in the hands of 
the Ruffians for above a centuiy, in the fame 
fimple flyle of defence. At length the im- 
portance of its Situation near the frontiers of 
Poland, and the improvements in the art of 
war, induced Boris Goduncf, prime minifler, 
and brother-in-law of the tzar Feodor Ivano- 
vitch, to furround it with a wall : he came in 
perfon to Smolenfko, and himfelf aflifted in 
tracing out the fite of the fortifications, which 
he lived to fee completed in his own reign -f-, 
and which are the fame that fubfifl at prefent. 
Thefe additional ramparts, however, did not 
prevent Sigifmond III. king of Poland, from 
befieging and taking the town in 1611 ; and 
by the truce of Develina in 161 8, the poflcf- 

♦ Rerum Mofc. Auft. p. S^* Mayerberg Iter, Mofc. 

P-74- 

t S. R. G. vol. V. p. 94. Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. I. 

p. 46. 

fion 
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£oA Was confinned to Poland^ In 1654 it 
was again reduced by Alex^y Michadovitch ; 
and in 1686 finally ceded to Ruffia at the 
peace of Mofcow *. 

Smolenfko> though by no means the moft 
magnificent^ i8 by far; the moft fingular town 
I We ever feeil. It j[$ fituated upon the rivef 
Dniepei:, and occupies two hills^ and the val- 
ley which lies between them. It is fiirrdund« 
ed by walls thirty feet high and fifteen thiol;, 
with the lower part of ftone, and the upper 
of bricfc : thefe walls, which follow the (hape 
of the hills, and enclofe a circiunference of 
feven verfts f, have, at every angle, roux^ or 
fquare towers of two or three ftories, much 
broader at top than at bottom, and covered 
with circular roofs of wood. The interval 
are fludded with fmaller turrets ; on the out- 
fide of the wall is a broad deep ditch, regu<* 
lar covered way with traverfcs, glacis, &c. 
and where the ground is higheft, there are 
redoubts of earth according to the modem 
fiyle of fortification. In the middle of the 
town is an eminence, upon which ilands the 
cathedral; firom whence I had a moft pic« 

♦ Lcngnich, vol. I. p. 47. 

t Four miles and three quarters. 

Vol. L Y turefque 
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torelque view of the to^^, intcrfperfcd with- 
in thft circuit of the walls with gardens^ 
l^ves^ copfesy fields of pafhire^ ind com. 
The buildings are moftly wooden, of one 
ftory (many of them no better than cottages) 
faxcepting here and there a gentleman's houfe, 
^hich is called a palace, and feveral churches, 
coni>ru<5ted of brick and ftiiccoed^ Oise long 
broad ftreet, which is paved, interfe&s the 
^hok leng^ of the town in a ibnaight Una ; the 
other ftreets generally wind in circidar direc- 
tions, and are floored with planks. The 
walls, ftretching over the uneven (ideis of the 
hills tiU they reach the banks of the Dnieper ; 
tiieir antient ftyle of architedhire ; theur gro- 
tefque towers ; the fpires of churches fhooting 
above the treeSj which are fo numerous as 
almoft to conceal the buildings from view; 
the appearance of meadows and arable 
ground; all thefe objects blended together 
exhibit a Ibene of the mod fingular and con- 
trafted kind. On the further fide of the 
Dnieper are many draggling wooden houies 
that form the fuburbs, and are joined to the 
town by a wooden bridge. As far as I could 
coUedl from vague information, Smolenfko 
contains about 4,000 inhabitants : it has 
no manufactures ; but carries on fome com- 
4 merce 



c. t. s a4 o t E N s tc d. 32J 

merce with the Ukraine, Dantzic^ and Riga. 
The principal articles of its trade are flax> 
hemp, honey, wax, hides, hogs bri(Ues» mafis# 
jf^anks,^ and Siberian fiirs* 

The Dnieper riies in the forefl: of Volkon- 
iki, near the fource of the Volga, about 100 
miles from Smolenfko : it pafles by Smoleniko 
and Mohilef ^ Separates the Ukraine from 
Poland ; flows by Kiof 5 and^ Ms into the 
Black^&a between Otchakef and Kinburn. By 
die acquiiition of the province of Mohilcf^ 
its whole courfe is now iiicluded within the 
RuiSk» territories. It begins to be naWgaUe 
>t a little difhnce above Smoleniko^ thou^ 
in fbme feaibns of the year it is fo (hallow 
near the town, that the gockis muft be tranA 
ported upon rafts and fmall flat-bottoiQcd 
■ boats. 

Having occaiion for a new paiTport and an 
order for hories, we called upon d» governor, 
accompanied by a Ruffian fludent, who fpoke 
JLatm, for our interpreten The governor 
being, at church ; we ttp^ired to the cathe- 
^Uai^ and waited until divine iervice was cosl- 
cluded« The cathedral is a iktely buiUing, 
€tc£tQd upon the ipot where fonzierly i^ood 
the palace of the aatient dukes of SsMleoiko. 

Yz The 
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The infidc walls arc covered with coarie 
paintings rcprcfenting our Saviour, the Vir- 

' gin, and a variety of Saints, which arc very 
abundant in the Greek religion. The {hrine, 
or fandhiary, into which only the prfefts are 
admitted, is fcparated from the body of 
the church by a fkreen with large folding 
doors ; and is ornamented with twifted pillars 
of the Corinthian brder richly carved and 
gilded. The worlhip feemed to confift of 
innumerable ceremonies : the people crofled 
themfclves without ceafing; bowed towards 
the {brine and to each other ; and even touch- 
ed the ground with their heads. The biihop 
<^ Smolenfko performed the fervice j a vene- 
rable figure, with white flowing hair and long 
beard: he had a crown upon his head, and 
was drcfled in rich epifcopal robes. The 
folding doors were occafionally opened and 
clofed with great pomp and folemnity when- 
ever the bifhop retired within, or came forth 

ito blefs the people : at the conclufion of the 
fervice, the doors being thrown open, the 
bifhop advanced forward with a chandelier 
in each hand, one containing three, and the 
other two lighted candles ; which he repeat* 
edly crofled over each other in different di* 

re<5tions ; 



C. I« 8 M O L £ N S K O. ^S^S 

redions ; then waving them towards the audi* 
encc, he concluded with a final benedidion. 
Thcfc chandeliers, as I am informed, are fym- 
bolical; one alludes to the Trinity, and the 
other to the two natures of Chrift. 

The fervice being finiflicd, we prefented 
ourfelves to the governor, who, to our fur- 
prize, received us with an air of coldneis, 
which made fuch an impreffion on our in- 
teq>ieter, that he could not be perfuaded 
to utter a fingle word* At length a gentle-r 
man in the governor's train accofted us ia 
French, and inquired our bufinefs. Upon 
our informing him that we were .Englilh 
gentlemen who defired a paflport, and an 
order for horfes; he told us with a imile, 
that the plainnefs of our drefTe^ had raifed 
a fufpicion of our being tradefinen; but he 
was not ignorant that Englifh gentlemen 
feldom wore lace on their clothes, or fword$ 
in a journey; an intimation which recalled 
to our memory the advice of our Polifh 
friend at Minfk *. He then whifpered the 
governor, who inftantly aflumed an appear- 
ance of complacency, and teftified by his 
gefture an intention of complying with our 

• P. 297. 
Y 3 • requeftt 



^26. TRAVELS INt'O XITSSIA. 9. 3. 

Iiequeft, This matter ^wts fcarccly adjufled, 
vfhea the bifhop joined the company; he 
had laid aiide the coftly garments^ in which 
he performed the fervicci and was dreiSed 
in a long bkck robe, a roand black cap^ 
$md veil of the £une coIemit. He addrsi^ 
us in Latin, and invited us to his houie*, 
He led the way; and we followed with the 
reft of the company to a commodious wocjden 
building adjoining to the cathedral. Upon 
entering the apartment, the governor and 
Ruffian gentlemen kifled his hand with great 
marks of rcfpcft. - After defiring all the 
company to fit, he diftinguifhed us by par- 
ticular attention; obferving, with much po- 
litenefs, that our company gave him greater 
pleafure, as he had never, (ince his refidence at 
Smolenfko, received a vifit from any Englifh- 
men, for whofe nation he had the higheft 
refpedl, During this converfation a fervant 
fpread a doth upon a fmall table ; and placed 
upon it a plate of bread, jfome lalt, and feme 
flowers : another followed with a falver of 
fmall glafles full of a tranfparent liquor. 
The bifhop blefled the bread and the falver 
with great fblemnity, and then took a glafs : 
we thought it at firfl a religious ceremony; 
but were undeceived by the feryants offering 

the 
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the bread and falver to us as well as to the 
otker perfons prefent. Every one being ferved* 
the biihop drank all our hea]ths» a compU-^ 
ment which the company returned with ^ 
bow^ and inft^ntly emptied their glaifes : we 
£>llpwed this example, and found the liquof 
to be a dram of cherry-water* This pref- 
limipary beings fettled; we refumed our con-* 
vernation with th? biihop, and afked feve-^ 
ral quefHons relative to the antient ftate of 
Smoleniko. Hq anf^yered every inquiry with 
great readinefs; gave us a conciie account 
of the ftate of the town under its antjent 
dukes; and informed us that their p^ace watf 
fituated on the fpot now occupied by the 
cathedral ; that the latter was built by Feodor 
Michaelovitch, brother of Peter the Gre^t^ 
and had been lately repaired and beautified. 
After about half an hour's agreeable cpiir 
verfation, we took our leave, gr^tly pka^ 
with the politeneis and afiability of dhie pK'^ 
Jate. 

Our interpreted, who was one of the ftu- 
dents, condui£ted us to the ieminary, which is 
appropriated for the education of the clergy, 
in which the Latin, Greek, German, and 
Poliih languages are taught : the pf left wh9 
ihewed us the.J^rary tdked Ljsitin; he in^ 

Y 4 troduccd 
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troduced us into his chamber^ and, according 
to the hofpitable cuftom of this cOuntrj; 
offered us fome refrcfluncnt, which confided 
of cakes and mead. 

In the afternoon the Ruffian gentleaiany 
who fo obligingly reheved us from our cm- 
barraffinent before the governor, kindly paid 
us a viiit, and invited us to dine with him 
the following day. We accepted his in- 
vitation, and waited upcm him at two, the 
ufual hour of dining : he was a judge, and 
lived in a wooden houie provided by the 
court; the rooms were fmall, but neatly 
fiimiflied. The company confifted of that 
gentleman, his wife and fiifer, all of whom 
talked French : the ladies were drefled in the 
.French fafhion, and had on a good deal of 
rouge ; they do not curtfy ; but their mode 
of falute is to bow their heads very low. 
Before dinner liqueurs were handed about; 
the ladies each took a ftnall glafs, and re- 
commended the fame to us as favourable to 
digeftion. The table was' neatly fet out, 
the dinner excellent, and ferved up in Englifli 
cream-coloured ware, Befides plain roafl and 
boiled meats, feveral Ruffian difhes were in- 
troduced ', one of thefe was a kind of fallad 
(Tompofed of mufhrooms and onions; and 

pother 
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another the grain of green corn, baked -and 
moiftcned with fweet oil. Before we rofc 
from table, our hoft calling f^r a large glafe, 
filled a bumper of champagne, drank it off 
to our health; and then handed the glafs 
round. "This is an old cuftom," iaid the 
judge, " and was meant as an expreflion of 
*^ regard; the age is now grown delicate 
** and the free effufions of holpitality muft 
*^ be fappreffed in ceremony: but I am an 
<* old-fa(hioncd man, and cannot cafily relin- 
*' quifli the habits of my youth." After 
dinner we adjourned to another room, and' 
played two or three rubbers of whift. Gofice 
and tea were brought in, and a plate of fweet- 
meats was handed round to the company. 
About fix we took leave of our fiiendly hoft^ 
and returned to our inn, if it may be called 
by that honourable appellation. This inn^ 
the only one in the town, wa? a wooden 
building, in a very ruinous ftate, formerly 
painted on the outfide. The apartment 
which we occupied had once been hung 
with paper, as appeared fi-om fome torn Aug- 
ments that here and there covered a fmall 
portion of the wainfcot, which was a patch- 
work of old and new planks. Its fiimi- 
tUFC was two benches and as many chairs i 

of 
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o£ the latter^ one was without a bottoin, and 
the other without a back ; the only table was 
an old deal box. We were inclined to con- 
jcfhire that there was a heavy tax upon air and 
light in this country; for all the windows 
were clofed with pjanks, except one, which 
could not be opened, and it could fcarcely be 
feen through, on account of the dirt with 
which it was incrufted. In the inventory 
of thefe valuables I fhould not onut a couch 
upon which I fl^pt: it had been £> often 
mended, that, like Sir John Cutler's ftcick-^ 
ings, iounortalized by Martinm Bcribkrus^ 
wc could not difUnguUh any part of the oti* 
ginal materials. It may perhaps appear fur^ 
prizing, that a town like Smolenfko Hiould 
contain no tolerable inn j but the furprize 
will ceafe when we refledt that few ftrangers 
^s this way; that the Ruffians themfelves 
carry their provilions with them, and either 
continue their journey during the night, or 
are received in private houfes. 

Auguft 25. We quitted SmolenfkOf croffed 
the Dnieper over a wooden bridge into the 
fuburbs; and purfned our journey for fome 
way through a valley of fine pafture watered 
by the Dnieper, fpotted with underwood, and 
terminating on each fide in gently ^oninencea 

clothed 
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clothed with trees. As we ' advanced ; thp 
country became more abrupt and uneven, 
but no where rofe into any confiderable hill. 
Near SloVoda, a large ftraggling village, where 
we ftopped for a few hours during the dark- 
nefs of the night, we again crofled the 
Dnieper upon a raft formed of trunks of 
trees tied together with cords, and icarceljr 
large enough to receive the carriage, which 
funk it fome inches under vr^ter: this ntia- 
chine was then pufhed from the banks until 
it met another of the fame kind, to which 
the horfes flepped with great difficulty ; suid 
the diilance of the two rafts from each other 
was ib confiderable, diat the carriage could 
fcarcely be prevented from flipping between 
them and finking into the river^ 

The iecond poft from this primitive ferry 
was Dogorobuih, built upon a rifing hill, and 
eidiibiting, like Smolenfl^, though upon a 
fmaller fcale, an intermixture of churcheSj 
houfes, cottages, corn-fields, and meadows; 
Ibme of the houfes, which had been lately 
conftrudted at the cirfprefs's expence, were of 
brick covered with ftucco, and had the ap- 
pearance of fo many palaces when contrafled 
with the meanneis of the furrounding hovels^ 
This place was fi>rmerly a ftrong fortrefe, 

an4 
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and frequently befieged during the wars be- 
tween Ruilia and Poland: the ramparts of 
the antient citadel (till remain; from them 
we conmianded an extenfive view o£ the- 
adjacent country, confifting of a large plain 
watered by the winding Dnieper, and bound- 
ed by diftant hiUs« From Dogorobuih we 
proceeded about 24 miles to a fmall viUage 
called Zaratefh ; where we thought Qurielves 
very fortunate in being houfed for the night 
in a tolerable hut, v^ch afforded us, a 
rare inflance of acconunodation in thefe pajrts, 
a room feparate from that uied by the 
family. Our hofbis was a true Afiatic 
figure: ihe had on a blue garment without 
fleeves, which defcended to the ankles, and 
was tied round the waift with a red fafh; 
Ihe wore a white piece of linen wrapped 
round her head like a turban, ear-rings, and 
necklace of variegated beads ; her fhoes were 
faftcned with blue firings, which were alfo 
bound round the ankles, in order to keep 
up the coarfe linen wrappers that ferved for 
llockings. 

Auguft 27. Our route the next morn- 
ing, from Zaratefh to Viafma' lay through 
a continuity of foreft, occafionally relieved 
by the intervention of paflures and corn- 
fields. 
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fields. When we reflected that we were 
in the 55 th degree of northern latitude^ we 
were furprized at the fbrwardncfs of the 
harveft : the wheat and barley were already 
carried in; and the peafants were employed 
in cutting the oats and millet. Since our 
departure from Smolenfko the weather had 
proved rem^kably cold ; and the wind had 
the keennefs of a November blaft : the pea- 
fants were all clothed in their (hcep-fkins, oir 
winter drefTes. 

At a fmall diftance from Viafma we pafTed 
the rivulet of the fame name, navigable only 
for rafts, which defcend its flream into the 
Dnieper : we then mounted a fmall eminence, 
on the top whereof ilands the town, making 
a magnificent appearance with the domes and 
fpires of feveral churches rifing above the 
trees. Viafma fpreads, in a broken dif- 
jointed manner over a large extent of ground : 
its buildings are moflly of wood, a few houfcs 
of brick excepted, which had lately been 
ereded by the munificence of the emprcfi. 
Part of the principal fbeet is formed, like 
the Ruffian roads, of the trunks of trees laid 
crofs-ways, and part is boarded with pluiks 
like the floor of a room. . It contains above 
twen^ churches, a remarkable number for a 

place 
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place but thinly inhabited. The churches 
in thefe iinall towns and villages are chie^' 
ornamented with a cupola and ievtral domes : 
the outfide walls arc either white^v^flied or 
painted red; and the cupolas or domes are 
generally green, or of a different colour from 
die other parts. At fome diflance the number 
of ipires and d(»nes riiing above the trees, 
which conceal the contiguous hovels^ would 
lead a. traveller unacquainted with the country 
to expedt a large city in a plac^; where 
perhaps, upon nearer infpedion, he will only 
find a colledion of wooden huts. 

At Viafina was concluded, in 1634^ the 
treaty of perpetual peace between Ladiflaus IV. 
king of Poland, and Michael Feodorovitch : 
by this treaty Michael confirmed the ceffion 
of Smolenfko, Severia, and Tchernichef, which 
had been yielded to the Poles at the truce of 
Develina ; while Ladiflaus renounced the title 
of Tzar, and acknowledged Michael as the 
rightful fovereign of Ruffia*. On this oc- 
cafion both monarchs relinquifhed what they 
did not poflefs; and wifely facrificed ima- 
ginary pretenfions to the attainment o£ a 
fi&bftantial peace. 

* JLcngnich, Hift. PoL p» 167. 

The 
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The Ruifian peafants appeared in general a 
.large coarfe hardy race, and of great bodily 
ftrength. Their drefs is a rouhd hat or 
cap with a very high crown, a coarie robe 
of drugget (or in winter of iheep-fkin with 
the wool turned inwards) teaching beloW 
the knee, and bound round the waift by n 
fa£h, trowfers of linen almoft as thick as 
fack^cloth, a woollen of fknnel cloth wrapped 
round the leg inilead of ftockings, fandals 
woven from ftrips of a pliant bark, and 
faftened by firings of the fame material^^ 
which are afterwards twined round the leg, 
and ierve as garters to the woollen or flatinel 
vmippers. In vearm weather the 'peafants 
frequently wear only a fhort coarfe fhirt and 
trowfers. 

Their cottages are built in the falhe liian^ 
ner as thofe of Lithuahia; but larger, knd 
Ibmewhat better provided with furniture and 
domeftic utenfils : they are of a fqtmre fha:pe ; 
formed 6f whole trees, piled upon one another, 
and feciired at the four comers wheri their 
extremities meet, with mortifcs and t^oM. 
The interflices between thefe piles are ^llsd 
with iHofs. Within, the tiihbers are f^^oJMthed 
With the fdto^' Co as t6 form the api^dMdi^ 
of Waitfcoti but without arte left Wi^ ^ 

bark 
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bark in their rude flate. The roofs are in 
the penthoufe form^ and generally, compoied 
of the bark of trees or fhingles^ which are 
(bmetimes covered with mould or turf. The 
peafants ufually conffarui^: the whole houfe 
iblely with the afiiilance of the hatchet, and 
cut the planks of the floor with the iame inr 
ftrument, in many parts being unacquainted 
with the ufe of the faw: they fini/h ^e 
(hell of the houfe .and the roof, before they 
:begin to cut the windows and doors. The 
windows are openings of a few injches fquare, 
clofed with Hiding frames; and tlie doors 
are fo low as not to admit a middle-fized 
man without ftooping. Thefe cottages fome- 
times, though very rarely, confift of two 
ftories; in which cafe the lower apartment 
is a kind of ftore-room, &c. and the upper 
is the habitable part of the houie : the ftair- 
cafe is moft commonly a kind of ladder on 
the outfide. Moft of thefe huts are, how- 
ever, only one ftory ; a few of them contain 
two rooms, the generality only one. In 
fome of this latter fort I was frequently 
awakened by the chickens picking the grains 
of corn in the ftraw upon which I lay, and 
more than once by a lefs inofFenfive animal. 
At TTabluka, a village, where we pafled tlie 

night 
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.flight of the 27th, a party of hogs gained 
ddmittanqs into the room at four in the 
morning, and roufed nj6 by grunting clofp 
*o my ear. Not much pleafcd either with 
the earlinefs of the viiit, or the falutatioa 
3of my vifitors, I .called out to my fervant, 
.^* Jofeph, drive thefe gentry put of the roon^, 
-^* and fliut the dogr." " There is np dpof 
'** that will (hut," replied Jofeph with great 
-compofure, "we have tried every expedient 
** to faften it without fuccefs -, the hogs have 
^* more than once been excluded, but have . as 
f * often returned/' This conyeriat^on fo ef- 
icdhially roufed nje, that I determined t9 
j^fign to my unwelcome guefts that littef 
which I could no longer enjoy: I accorr 
,-dingly raifed myfelf from tlie flraw; and^ 
-fitting down, cpntempkted by tjie Jight of a 
flip of de?l the fc?ne around me. My two 
.companions were iiretched upon the fame 
parcel of ftraw from whjch I had juft emerr 
ged| a litjle beyond thenj pur fervants oc- 
cupied a feparate heap; at a fmall diftance 
three Ruflians, with long beards, and coarfe 
.jfackcloth /hirts sind trovyfers^ lay extended 
.upon their backs qn the bare floor; on the 
joppo^te fide of, the room three women in 
4hcir .<:jiothes flumbered on a long bench; 
^*. Vol. I, Z y^l^ik 
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while the top of the ftovc afforded z couch 
to a woman drcfled like the others, and fbur 
fprawling children almoil naked - 

The furniture in thefe cottages confiib 
chiefly of a wooden table or drcfler, and 
benches faftened to the lides of the room: 
the utenfils are platters, bowls, fpoons, &c. 
all made of wood, with perhaps one large 
earthen pan, in which the family cook thcu 
vifhials. The food of the p^fants is black* 
rye-bread, fometimes white, eggs, falt-fifli, 
bacon, muftiroomS; their favourite difh is a 
kind of hodge-podge made of fait or fidh 
mrat, groats, rye-flour, highly I^ibned with 
onions and garlic^ which latter ingredients 
are much ufed by the RulTians. 

The peafants fcemcd greedy of money 1 
and almoft always demanded previous pay- 
ment for every trifle we bought or bargained 
for. They feemed alfo in general much 
inclined to thieving. In Poland it was not 
neceflary to be always upon the watch 1 and 
we frequently left die equipage during the 
whole night without any guard: but in this 
countiy, without the precaution of regularly 
ftationing a fervant in the carriage, every 
article would foon have difapj>eared ; and 
even with this expedient, the watchfulncfs 
a of 
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of OUT Argus was continually balHed by the fu- 
perior vigilance of the natives ; and the morn- 
ing generally announced fome petty lofe, to 
which the night had given birth. 

The peafants at every port were obliged to 
fiirnifh as with horfes at a fixed and very rea- 
fonable rate, which had the ill cfFeft of ren- 
dering them extremely dilatory in their mo- 
tions : and as our only interpreter was a 
Eohemian * fervant, not perfectly acquainted 
with the Ruilian language ; his difficulty in 
explaining, joined to their backwardnefs m 
executing our orders, occafioned our frequently 
waiting feveral hours for a change of horfes* 
The peafants aded in the capacity of coach- 
men and poftilions : they always harneifcd 
four horfes a-breaft, and commonly put eight, 
and fometimes even ten horfes to our car- 
riage ; as the ftages were for the moft part 
twenty, and fometimes even thirty miles, and 
the roads extremely bad. They feldom ufed 
either boots or faddles, and had no fort of 
ftirrup, except a rope doubled and thrown 
acrofs the horfe's back- Each horfc was 
equipped with a fnaffle-bridk, which how- 



^ The Bohemita and Ruffian languages are both dtalc£k» 
of the Schvoniati tongue, 
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ever was ieldom inierted into the mouth, but 
was generally fufFered to hang loofe under his 
jaw. The general method of driving was 
not in a fteady pace, but by flarts and bounds, 
'with little attention to the nature of the 
ground: the peafants feldom trotted their 
horfes ; they would fuddenly force them into 
-a gallop through the worft roads, and fome- 
times as fuddenly check their fpeed upon the 
moft level furface. A conunon piece of rc^ 
ferved them for a whip, which they feldom 
•had any occafion to ufe, as they urged their 
•horfes forwards by hooting and whiflding like 
cat-calls. The intervals of thefe noifes were 
filled with finging, which is a favourite 
'pradice among the Ruffians j and has been 
mentioned by moft travellers who, for thefe 
two or three laft centuries, have vifited this 
country, and which I fliall enlarge upon on a 
future occafion. 

From the wretched harnefs, which was 
continually breaking, and required to be re- 
peatedly adjufted; the badnefs of the roads; 
tlie length of time we were always detained at 
the pofts before we could procure horfes ; 
and other nccelTary impediments ; we were 
feldom able to travel more than forty or fifty 
miles a day, although we commenced our 

Journey 
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journey before fun-rife, and purfiied it till it' 
was quite dark. ^ 

. Auguft tj. Near Viifina we entered the 
vaft foreft of Volkonfld, through which we- 
continued for 150 miles without interruption," 
almoft to the gates of Mofcow. This foreft, 
which ftrctches- on all fides to an immenfe 
extent, gives rife to the principal rivers of 
European Rufiia, the Duna, the Dnieper,' 
and the Volga. The fources of the Duna- 
were at fome diftance jfrom our route ;- but. 
thdfe of. the Dnieper and the Volga fo^ at 
fmall intervals from each other, not far from 
Viafma. ,The country in this part -wa^* 
more than ufual broken into hill and dale ;J 
though. ftill it exhibited rather a fucceflion* 
of waving furfitce, than any confiderable eleva"-* 
tions. * : "^ . ' 

On the 28th wc arrived at the village of 
Gretkeva towards the clofe of the ev[ening/ 
aiid imprudently . proceeded 'on our journey- 
another ftage of eighteen miles : thq evening 
fet in exceedingly dark, -cold, and rainy; 
the road was uncommonly bad; and- we 
were in continual apprehenfions' of being 
overturned. Tke greateft danger, however, 
which "we encountered, was .unknown to us 
until we arrived at the end of the ftation : 

Z 3 wc 
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we were then infonned by our fciraots, that 
we had adhially crofled a broad piece of 
water upon a wooden bridge without railing, 
fo infirm that it almoft cracked under the 
carriage, and ib narrow that one of the hind- 
if heels was for an inftant abfoktely fufpcndol 
hover the precipice beneath. Our ufual good 
[ftrtune brought us lafe between twelve and 
[one to a cottage at Mofhaifk, wh»e we found 
^an excellent ragout of beef and onions pre* 
pared for us by the trufty fervant, who alwa)^ 
preceded us, and provided our lodging and 
flipper. I have Uttle to fay of Moihaiifc ; 
as we entered it at fo late an hour, and de- 
parted the next morning by day-break* Wc 
changed horfes at the village of Selo-Naro» 
and arrived early in the evening at Malo-a- 
Viafoia, cmbofomed in the foreft, and plea* 
fantly fituated at the edge of a fmall lake, 
This place was diftant only 24 miles from 
Mofcow, where we were impatient to arrive j 
but wc prudently deferred our journey until 
the next morning, as we did not chuie to 
tempt fortuw again by expofmg ourfelvcs a 
fecond time to dangers in a dark night and in 
j^n unknown country. 
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The road for fome way before we came to 
Malo-a- Viafina, and from thence to Mofcow, 
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vras a broad ftraight avenue cut through the 
ibreft. The trces^ which compofed thefe vaft 
plantations, fet by the hand of Nature, were 
oaks, beech, nxHintain-afh, poplar, pines and 
firs, mingled together in the moft wanton va« 
lie^. The difierent ihades of green» and the 
rich tints of the autumnal colours, were in- 
cxpreffibly beautiful; while the fublime, but 
unjform expanfe of fbreft was occafionally re* 
lieycd hftcceBhs of paftures and coni*-fields« 
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Arrhial at Moifcow. — Htfiory of its origin and 
' pfogre/s.-^Itemovat of the feat 6f Mifire ta 
Vtttribyxr^.^^Gmerdr and parties de^ 
fcription ofMofcovr.^Its'divifions. — Krem- 
lin. — KJiitaigorod/-^Biclgorod;---Scftd^ 
nigorod. — The Sloboda^ or fuburbsr—New 
palace-gardens. — Old Style.^^HoJpitality of 
the Ruffian nobles. — Polite attentions of 
Prince Volkonfki, — Account of Mr. Mul- 
ler the celebrated hiJlorian.-^Anniverfary (f 
St. Alexander Nevfki. — Ceremonies of the day. 
^—Entertainments at Count Alexey Orlof\s 
—his Jlud. — Boxing matches. — Vauxhall, 
^c. 

AUGUST 30. Our approach to 
Mofcow was firll: announced about the 
diftance of fix miles by fome fpircs, which 
over-topped an eminence at the end of the 
broad avenue cut through the foreft : about 
two or three miles further we afcended an 
height, from whence a moil fuperb profpcd: 
of the vafl city burfl upon our fight. It lay 
3 in 



ih the form of a crefcent, and ftretched to vt 
prodigious extent^ while innumerable 9}mrch-K 
es, towers, gilded fpires and domes, white, 
red, and green buildings glittering in the- 
fon, formed a moft fplendid apptarance, yet 
ftrahgely contfafled by an intermixture of 
ntlmberlefs -wooden hovels. The neighbour-- 
ing country was undulating 3 the foreft reach*^ 
ed to within a mile of the ramparts, where 
k was fiicceedcd by an open range of pafturcs^ 
without enclofures. We croffed the river 
Moikva dVer a raft floating upon the water, 
and^ faftened to each bank, which the Ruflians 
call a Irving^bridgey from its binding under 
the carriage. After a ftrift examination of 
ctor pafsport we drove through the fuburbs for 
a confiderable way along a wooden road ; en- 
tered one of the interior circles of the town, 
^led Bielgorod ; and took up our quarters 
at an inh kept by a Frenchman, at which 
fome of the nobility hold aflemblies. Our 
apartments' were convenient and fpacious; we- 
alfo found every accommodation in abundance, 
except beds' and flieets ; for as no one who 
is experienced in the cuftoms of this country, 
travels without thofe articles, inns are feldom 
provided v^ith them. With much trouble, 
however, we obtained from our landlord two 
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bedfteads with bedding, and one matrafi to 
place upon the floor ; but we could not pro- 
cure more than three fheets, one whereof 
fell to my fharc : we had been fo long ac- 
cullomed to fleep in our clothes upon ftraw, 
that we fancied ourfelvcs in a ftatc of un- 
heard-of luxury, and bleiTed ourfelvcs for our 
good fortune, 

Mofcow, called by the natives Molkva, 
not fo antient as Novogorod, Kiof, Vladmur» 
and Tver, which towns had been the refi- 
dencc of the RulTian foverei^ns before thii 
city exifted. The antiquaries of this country 
differ confiderably in their opinions concern* 
ing die iirft foundation of Mofcow; but the 
following account is generally efteemed by th« 
beft authors as the raoft probable *, 

Kiof was the metropolis, when George fon 
of Vladimir Monom-ika afcended in 1 1 54 the 
Ruffian throne. That mcmarch, being in- 
fulted In a progrefs through his dominion 
by a rich and powerful nobleman named Sti 
phen Kutchko, put him to death, and confif- 
cated his domains, confifting of the lands no 
occupied by the city of Mofcow, and the 

♦ Sec SumorokoPs Klelne Chrontk Von Mofcau inr 
St- Pet Jouriml for 1776^ ^ Schcrebatofs Ruff. Get 
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adjacent territory* Pleafed with the {ituation 
of the ground lying at the conflux of the 
Molkva and Neglina, he kid the foundation 
of a new town, which he calkd Mofkva from 
the river of that name* Upon the demifc 
of George, it was not negledled by his {on 
Andrew, who transferred the feat of em- 
pire from Kiof to Vladiniir ; but it f^l into 
fuch decay under his immediate fucceflbrs, 
that when Daniel, fon of Alexander Nevfkt, 
received, in the divifion of the empire, the 
duchy of Mufcovy as his portion, and fixed 
his refidence upon the conflux of the Moikva 
and Ncglina, he may be faid to have new 
founded the town. The fpot now occupiol 
by the Kremlin, was at that time overfprrad 
with a thick wood and a morafs; in t^ 
midft whereof was a fmall illand, containing 
a fingle wooden hut. Upon tfiis part Daniel 
conflru(Sed churches, monafteries, and var^ 
ous other buildings, and enclofed it with 
wooden fortifications : he firft affumed the 
title of duke of Mofcow ; and was fo attached 
to this fituation, that wlien, in 1304, hm 
fucceeded his brother Andrew Alexandro- 
vitch in the great duchy of Vladimir, he did 
not remove his court to Vladimir, but con- 
tinued his refidence at Molcow, which then 

became 
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became the capital of the Ruilian dominions^ 
His fucceflbrs followed his example; among^ 
whom ihis fon Ivan confiderably enlarged the 
new metropolis; and in 1367 his grandibn. 
Demetrius Ivanovitch Doniki furrounded the 
Kremlin with a brick-wall. Thefe new for-, 
tifications, however, wene not ftrong enough 
tD prevent Tartierlane, in 1382, from taking 
the town after a fliort fiege*. Being ibort: 
evacuated by that defultory conqueror, it agaiA 
ciune into the pofleflion of the Ruffians; but 
>tes frequently invaded and occupied by the 
Taxtars, who in the 14th and 15 th centurie? 
over-ran . the. greateft part of Ruffia; and 
Vtho even maintained a garrifon in Mofcow, 
Until they were finally expelled by Ivan.Vaf- 
lilievitch I. To him Mofcow is indebted- 
for its principal fplcndour; and under him 
it became the principal arxi moft confidera- 
ble city of the RuiTian en^pire, 
• TJic Baron of Herbcritcin, who in the be- 
ginning of the fixteenth century ^^as embalTa- 
dor fiXMii the emperor Maximilian to the great- 
duke Vailili, fon of the above-mentioned 
Ivan VaiTilievitch, is the iirll: foreign writer 
\Vho has. given a defcription of Mofcow^ 

* S. R. G. vol. II. p. 93. 

which 
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which he accompanied with a coarfc engrav- 
ing of the town in wood *. In this curious, 
but rude plan, may be diftinguifhed the walls 
of the Kremlin, or citadel, in their prefent 
Hate, and feyeral of the public buildings, 
.which even now contribute to its orn^ment^ 
From this period we are able to trace its 
fubfequent progrefs and gradual increafe, un^ 
der the fucpeeding fovereigns, in the accounts 
of feveral Ejaglifh-f- and foreign J writers, 
who fince Herberflein, have pubjifhed their 
travels into thefe parts. 

Mofcow continued the metropolis of RuiHa 
•until the beginning of the prefent century: 
when, to the great diflatisfacftion of the no- 
bility, but with great advantage, probably, 
to the ftate, the feat of empire was trans- 
ferred to Peterlburg. 

Notwithflanding tlie p.redile(ftion which 
Peter conceived for Peterfburg, in which all 
the fucceeding fovereigns, excepting Peter 11^ 
,have fixed their refidence, Mofcow is ftill the 
mioft populous city of the Ruffian empire^ 

* See Rer. Mof. Com. in Rer. Mof. AuA. 

t Chiefly Chancellor Fletcher, Smith, the author of 
Lord Carlifle's EmJbafiy, Perry, Bruce, &c. 

X Poflcvinus, Margaret, Petreiuf-, 01carius,.Maverberg, 
JyC Bruyn, &c. 
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Here the chief nobles who do not belong 
Ac court of the emprefs refide ; they here 
JLfpport a large number of retainers s gratify 
their tafte for a ruder and more expenfiire 
magnificence in the antient ^It of feudal 
grandeur i and are not, as at Pcterfburg, 
cclipfcd by the fuperior fplendoar of the 
court. 

Mofcow is fitiia ted In the longitude of 37 
degrees 31 minutes from the firft meridian of 
Greenwich, and in ^f 45' 45" of northern 
latitude. 

It is certainly the largefl town in Europe ; 
its circumference within the rampart, which; 
enclofes the fuburbs, being cxadly 39 verfts; 
or 26 miles * ; but it is built in fo ftraggling 
and disjointed a manner, that its population 1 
in no degree correfponds to its extent. Some I 
Ruflian authors ftate its inhabitants at . 
500,000 fouls; a number evidently exaggcr- | 
ated. Bufching, who refided fome y^rs in I 
Ruflia, fays that in 1770 Mofcow contained | 
708 brick-houfes, and 11,840 wooden habi- I 
tations: 85,731 males and 67,059 females, J 

* Its circumference is nearly equal to that of Pctin, 
which^ including its fuburbsj meafures 40 vcrfts, or 16 
miles and threc-<iuaners. Journal of St* Pet. April, l77St 

in 
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in all only 152,790 fouls ^ a computation 
which feems to err in the other extreme ♦, 
According to an account publifhed in the 
Journal of St. Petcrlburgh f , the diftriA of 
Mofcow contained, in the beginning of lydop 
3178^ hearths I' and the number of inha- 
bitants were 137,698 males, and 134,918 
females, in all 272,616 fouls. In the courfc 
of that fame year the deaths amounted to 
3702, and the births to 8621 ^ and in the 
end, the population of the diftrift was foond 
to be 140,143 males, and I37r392 fem^tles, 
in all 277,535 fouls. This computation is 
certainly more to be depended upon than 
either of the others ; and its truth has been 
recently confirmed to me by an EnglilTi gentle- 
man lately returned from Mofcow, who made 
this topic the fubjed of his inquiries. Ac- 
cording to his account, which he receired 
from the lieutenant of the police J, 

Mofcow contains within 1 ^ 1 

*u^ _ ^ r 2CO,ooo fouls, 

the ramparts - - - i -^ * 

And in the adjacent villages 50,000 

If 

• Bufching*s Neue Erdbefchrdbimg, V- 1* p. 841; Edit. 

1777- 

t Fof iTti, p. 300. 

% Thtt cotnpytetbn may be relied upon. For as a 
»€W aqucduft near Mofcow was juft finiihcd, it \vas ne- 

ctrflkry 
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If I was ftruck with the fingularity of Smot^ 
jtniko, I was all afloniihment at the im^ 
menfity and variety of Mofcow, A city ip 
irregular, fo uncommon, fo extraordinary, and 
fo contrafted, had never before claimed my 
aftonifhment. The ftreets are in general ex- 
ceedingly long and broad : fome of them are 
paved; others, particularly thofe in the fur 
burbs, are formed with trunks of trees, or 
arc boarded with planks like the floor of a 
room; wretched hovels are blended with 
large palaces ; cottages of one ftory ftand next 
to the moft fuperb and ftately manfions. 
Many brick ftrudurcs are covered with wood-r 
icn tops ; fome of the wooden houfes are paint-f 
ed, others have iron doors and roofs, Nut 
merous churches prefented themfelves in every 
quarter built in a peculiar ftyle of architec- 
ture ; fome with domes of copper, others of 
tin, gilt or painted green, and many rpofecj 
with wood. In a word, fome parts of this 
vaft city have the appearance of a fequeftered 
defert, other quarters, of a populous town ; 
fome of a contemptible village, others of a 
great capital. 

ccflary to form as exafl an eftimate as poffible of the numr 
ber of inhabitants, in order to regulate the neceflkry fupply 
gf water for each family, 

Mofcow 
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Mofcow may be confidered as a town built 
upon the Afiatic model, but gradually becom« 
ing more and more European i exhibiting ia 
its prefent ftate a motley mixture of difcord* 
ant architecture. It is diftributed into the 
following divifions. i. Kremlin. 2. Khi- 
taigorod. 3. Bielgorod, 4. Semlainogorod* 
5. Sloboda ; which, for want of a more pre-' 
cife term, I fhall call the fuburbs. 

I • The Kremlin was probably thus deno- 
minated by the Tartars when they were in 
pofleflion of Mofcow, from the word Krem, 
or Krim, which fignifie^ a fortrefs : it fland* 
in the central and higheft part of the city, 
near the conflux of the Mofkva and Neglina, 
which wafh two of its fides ; is of a triangu- 
lar form; and about two miles in circum- 
ference. It is furroundcd by high walls of 
ftone and brick, which were conftruded by 
Peter Solarius, a celebrated arcjhitedl of Milan, 
ia the year i49i> under the reign of Ivan 
Vaflilievitch I. as appears from the follow- 
ing curious infcription over one of the gates. 

" Joannes Vafilii Dei Gracia Magnus Dux 
" VolodimerisB Mofcoviae Novogardie 
« Tiferiae Plefcovise Veticie Ongaric 
" Permiie Buolgarie et Aliar, Totius 
" Q^RaxisB Dominus Anno Tcrtio Im- 

VoL. L A a ** perii 
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*' perii Sui Has Tucres Condere Fet. Sta- 
** tuit Petrus Anixmides Solarius Mcdio^ 
. '* bnenfis anno. Nat. Domim 1491a 
K. Julii. 
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. The reader will doubdeis he as nyoch fiir-c 
pps^ as I was to find» that the Tzars cmfdoyed 
£)rpig&.archite£i:s at fo ea% a period of their 
hiftory> before ~ their countty was. icarcefy 
knoiCn to: the reft of Europe. The 'Kram- 
Un 13 not disfigured bjr wooden houCbs^; 
^ndcontains the andent ppkce of the Tzars, 
iibveral chuiches» two conyents, the patri* 
qcchal palace, the iEuienal now in rains, and 
one private houie» which belonged to Boris 
Godunof before he was railed to the throne. 

2. The fecond divifion is called Khitaigo- 
rod, a term conjcdrured by feme etymologifts 
to ifaiply the Chinefe town, Voltaire, in 
his Hiftory of Peter the Great, peremptorily 
fiipports this opinion, when he calls Khitai- 
gorod " La partie appellee la villa Cbinoijk^ 
" QU les rareth de la Chine s'eiallaient'^ But 
it may be remarked, that this divifion of 
Mofcow bore its prefent appellation long be- 

* Seethe next Chapter, ^ere ibme of dicTe buildings 
are defcribed. Since my vifit to Mofcow, many additional 
buildings have been cgniftnided. 

fore 
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fore any connection was opened between the 
Ruffians and Chinefe ; and the beft hiftorians 
of this country, without pretending to afccr- 
tain its original fignification, fuppofe the word 
Cathay or Khitai to have been introduced by 
the Tartars when they had poflcffion of Mof- 
coW * : in proof of this conje(Slure, it is d- 
Icdgcd, that there is a town in the Ukraine 
called Khitaigorod, and another of the fame 
name in Podolia; both which countries, 
though entirely unknown to the Chinefe, 
have been either over-run or inhabited by 
Tartars. 

The Khitaigorod is inclofed on one fide bjr 
that wall of the Kremlin which runs from the 
Mofkva to the Neglina; and on the otheir 
fide by a brick wall of inferior height. It ii 
much larger than the Kremlin, and contains 
the univerfity, the printing-houfe, and man^ 
other public buildings, together with all thfe 
tradcfmen's fhops. The edifices are moftly 
ftuccoed or white- wafhed ; and it has the only 
ftreet in Mofcow in which the houfes fland 
Clofc to one another without any intervals be* 
twcen them. 

3. The Bielgorod, or White Town, whicH 
runs quite tound the two preceding divifions, 

* S. R. G. V. VIII. p. 538— S4i» 

A a 2 19 
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is fuppofed to derive its name from a white 
wall with which it was formerly enclofed^ 
and of which fome remains are ftill to be 

4. Semlainogorod, which environs all the 
three other quarters, takes its denomination 
from a circular rampart of earth with which 
it is encompafled. Thefe two laft-mentioned 
divilions exhibit a grotefque group of churches, 
convents, palaces, brick and wooden houfes, 
and mean hovels, in no degree fuperior to pea- 
fants cottages. 

5. The Sloboda, or Suburbs, form a vaft 
exterior circle round all the parts already de- 
fcribed; and are invefted with a low ram- 
part and ditch. Thefe fuburbs contain, be- 
fides buildings of all kinds and denomina- 
tions, corn-fields, much open pafture, and 
feme fmall lakes, which give rife to the 
Neglina. 

The Mofkva, from which die city takes its 
name, flows through it in a winding channel ; 
but, excepting in fpring, is only navigable for 
rafts. It receives the Yaufa in the Semlaino- 
gorod, and the Neglina at the weftern extre- 
mity of the Kremlin ; the beds of both thefe 
laft-mentioned rivulets are, in fummer, Httlc 
better than dry channels. 

The 
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The morning after our arrival, we ordered 
our Ruffian fcrvant to hire a carriage for our 
ufe during our jflay at Mofcow. The equi- 
page he procured was a chariot and fix horfes 
of different colours : the coachman and pof- 
tilions were drefled like the peafants, ' with 
high cylindrical hats ; the former, with a 
long beard and (heep-flcin robe, fat upon the 
box 5 the latter, in a coarfe drugget garb, 
were mounted upon the off horfes, according 
to the cuflom of this country. Behind the 
carriage was an enormous fack of hay : upon 
expreffing fome furprize at this appendage, 
we were informed, that almofl every carriage 
at Mofcow is provided with a viaticum of this 
fort, which, while the mafter is paying his 
vifits, or is at dinner, is occafionally given 
to ,the horfes. Some refrefhments of this 
kind, indeed, feemed abfolutely neceflary, as 
our horfes never faw the ftable from the 
time of leaving it in the morning, until they 
returned to it in the evening, or at midnight ; 
and were kept during that interval, like thofe 
of our hackney-coaches, in the ftrcets. Dur- 
ing our continuance in this city we, not un- 
conunonly, perceived about dinnpr-time, in 
the court-yards of thofe houfes where wc 
dined, many horfes without bridles, and un- 

A a 3 harnefled 
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l^rndTedftctt]^ the rdfpQivc rafriays^ biq|v(r- 
fing Vjfoxi their pottabk provender flujerwod 
upoo. the ground; with them wece i^ter^ 
Qiixed dafieicnt portiea of coachmea vid- 
^ftilbofiy who 9t the £une time gratified 
the calls of hunger upon a xep^ft ready pie* 
paredi like that t£ their cattle, and which too 
required as little cecemony in ferving up. 
Ij'he frequency of thefe objeds ibon readeied 
theox £uniliar to us ; and we cea&d to look 
upon ouc ttufs of hay as an excrefcencc. 

The. firft ^jifit we made in our new eqm-- 
{)age wa$ to our banker, who lived at the 
fiirtheft extremity of one of the fuburbs, about 
the difiance of four miles from our inn. Our 
coachman drove us through the town with 
great expedition, generally in a briflc trot, 
and frequently a full gallop, without any 
diftind:ion of paved or boarded ftreets. Hav- 
ing fettled our bufinefs with the banker, 
who was our countryman, and who obligingly 
furnifhed us with a large colledion of Engliih 
news-papers, we crowed the Yaufii over a. 
raft-bridge to a palace, which was conftruded 
for the accommodation of the prefent emprefs, 
whenever fhe may chufe to vifit Mofcow: 
this palace is not, according to our ordinary 
acceptation of the word^ a iingle itrudture; 
4 but. 
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but, in the trae ftyle of Afiatic grandeur, a 
vafl aflemblage of numerous buildings diftri-- 
buted into fevcral ftrcets, and bearing the 
appearance of a moderate town. Thebafe 
of all thefe buildings is of ftone, but of fo 
foft a nature, that it feemed fcarcely adequate 
to the fupport of the fuperftrudhire ; the 
bricks ufed for the remainder of the febric 
were fo indifferently prepared, that they crum- 
bled at the touch : nor did the workmanfhip 
exceed the materials; for it was obvious to 
the moft carelefs obferver, that the walls Were 
in many places out of the perpendicular line. 

I was aftonifhed upon obferving, that the 
greateft part of the timber, employed in the 
conftmdtion of thefe vaft edifices, no lefs than 
ordinary cottages, was fafhioned with the axe. 
Though I often faw the carpenters at work, 
I never once perceived a fiiw in their hands : 
they cut the trees through with the axe; 
they hewed planks with the axe; they 
formed the beams, and fitted them toge- 
ther with the axe. With this fimple engine 
they mortaifed and tenanted the fmalleft as 
well as the largeft pieces of wood; and 
finoothed the boards for the floor with the 
niceft exaftnefs. The dexterity, indeed, and 
juftnefs with which they managed this in- 
A a 4 ftrumcnt 
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ibumcQt was wradarfbl ; bat it8 tedious mode 
of opentbn muft evidently occafien a prcH 
digits wafte of labour and wood. 

Tbe gardens, which belonged to theddpa- 
bee, buiU I7 Elizabeth near the fpot where the 
prefoit ibii^buc waseredingf are iliU re 
Xiney are of coofiderable extent, and. contain- 
ed ibm9 of &e heft gravd-walks I have feen 
iince my departure from England. In ibme 
parts the grounds, were laid out in i pHeafing 
and natural manner; bi)t in general the old 
ilyle of g^rdeniqg prevailed, and continually 
preiented us with rows of clipped yew-trees, 
Ictqg ftnUght canals, and a profuficm of pre- 
porous ilatues, Hercules was pre^ding at 
a fbunt^, with a retinue of gilded Cupids, 
dolphins and lamias: every little ftrudure 
was a pantheon ; and every grove was haunted 
by its Apollos and Dianas ; but the principal 
deity in the place feemed to be a female figure 
holding a comucopia reverfed, which, inftead 
of diflributing, as ufual,. aU kinds of fruit, 
grain, and flowers, poured out crowns, coro- 
nets, and mitres. But the reign of all thefe 
deities was doomed tp be very fhort : under 
tjie aufpices of her prefent majefty all thefe 
ififtances of grotefque tafte were to be re- 
pipyed, and give place to more natural orna- 
ments^ 
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ments. This palace and gardens are at die 
extremity of the fuburbs, within the com- 
pafs of the exterior rampart which encircles 
Ae whole town. 

We foon ceafed to be furprized that our 
carriage was provided with fix horfes, as no- 
thing was more common than to meet the 
equipages of the nobility with complete fets, 
drivipg merely about the ftrects of Mofcow. 
As the city is of fo large a compafs, a great 
number of hackney-carriages are ftatioried in 
the ftreets for the convenience of carrying 
paflengers to 'the different quarters. Thefc 
vehicles are without tops, have moftly four 
wheels, and are. provided either with a long 
bench, or one, two^ or three feparate feats, 
like arm-chairs, placed fide-ways: their fares 
are fo reafonable, that fervants occafiooally 
ufe them upon errands to diftant parts of the 
city. The coachman generally drives a full 
trot, at the rate of eight or nine miles in aa 
hour. 

September i. This morning we received 
a card of invitation from Count Ofterman, 
governor of Mofcow, to dinner for the 2 2d 
of Auguft; but, as it was the ifl of Septem- 
ber, our fervant, who took the mcflage, came 
laughing intp the room, and informed us, 

that 
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that we were invitttd to an entertainment 
tldudi was paft: headdedt th^ he had endea- 
worpd to convince the perfim who brought 
the card of the miftake; but the man infiflsd 
that the eniuing day was the aadof Auguft- 
It was indeed a nsrtund mifldw in our fer- 
vant^ who did not know that ^ Ruffiana 
ftill adhered to the old ftyki and as he had 
pafled the aad of Auguft in Iilfauimia» it is . 
no wonder that he was furpriaed at findii^ it 
.again 6) fixm at Mofixiw. 

Until the reign of Peter the Great the Ruf- 
fians began their year in Sq>temb«r» and dated 
their aera firom the creation c^ the worlds*, and 
not from the nativity of our Saviour. In 
1700 Peter inftituted a grand jubilee at Mof- 
cow; and ordained, that from that period 
the year fhould conunence in January, and be 
computed from the Chriflian sera, according 
to the old ftylc then in ufe in England, Out 
of veneration to his memory no alteration has 
been iince made in the Ruflian calendar ; fb 
that at prefent Ruflia, and fome of the pro- 
teflant Swifs republics, are the only European 
nations who ilill retain the old ftyle* 

* They reckoned alfo, according to the opinion of the 
Greeks, 5508 years, inftead of ,onIy 3369, from the 
ocation to the nativity* 

The 
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The fame morning we carrieli a letter of 
reconynendatioti from count Stakelbergh, the 
Ruffian embaflkdor at Warfaw, to prince 
Volkonlki governor of the province, who re- 
ceived us with great frankneis and cordiality, 
a;id immediately invited us to dinner, defiring 
us to confider his table as ours as long as we 
continued at Mofcow. The prince is ia his 
67th year. And remembered, when he was aboat 
thirteen, to have fecn Peter the Great: him 
he defcribed as very tall, above fix feet ia 
height, ftrong and well made, with his head 
flouching and awry, of a dark complexion^ 
and a countenance continually fubjed: to dif«- 
tortions; adding, he was generally dreffed in 
his green uniform, or a plain brown coat ; was 
remarkable for the finenefs of his linen, wore 
his fhort black hair without powder, and 
whifkers. The prince amufed us with relat- 
ing feveral curious anecdotes of that great 
monarch, and amongft others, the following, 
which he received, from prince Mentchikof. 

After the battle of Pultava, while prince 
Volkonfki, the fether of our noble hoft, was 
following Charles XII. with a corps of light 
horfe, and was at no great diftance from him, an 
aid-de-camp brought an order from Ment- 
chikof to halt : he obeyed, but difpatched a 

meflenger 
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wcSkngtc to scquaint tiie pmcc, wM he was 
porfinng die king of Sweden widi die fiureft 
p rofp e ft of o?ertstking him. Mentehikof Was 
gread^ aflonifhed at diis meflsgie, as no or« 
ders for difcom inuin g die porfbit had iflued 
fiom him : and his fuppofed aid-de-camp who 
deHveicd diem was never diicoveied. As 
Peter, when informed of diis tnA&iBtMn, in- 
stated no inqoiiy co ncerning die peribn 
who had probably prevented the capture of 
his moft formidable rival; it is fufpefted that 
the 'ftratagem was contrived by himfelf» in 
order to avoid being embarraffed with a pri« 
Ibiier whom he would be unvriOing either 
to releafe^ or to detain long in capdvity. ' 

Nothing can exceed the hofpitali^ of the 
Ruffians. Wc never paid a morning vifit 
to any nobleman without being detained to 
dinner : we alfo conftantly received feveral 
general invitations; but, confidering them 
as mere compliments, we were unwilling 
to intrude ourfelves without further notice. 
We foon found, however, that the principal 
perfons of diftindion kept open tables, and 
were highly obliged by oiu* reforting to them 
witliout ceremony. Prince Volkonfki in par- 
ticular, having cafually difcovered that we 
had dined the preceding day at our inn, po- 
litely 
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litely upbraided us ; repeating his aiTurances, 
that his table was ours, and that whenever 
we were not particularly engaged, he fhould 
always expeft us for his guefts. Indeed the 
ftrongeft expreffions can fcarcely do jufticc 
to the attention and kindnefs of this excel- 
lent nobleman: not cpntent with admitting 
us to his table without form, he was anxious 
that our curiofity fhould be gratified with the 
fight of eyery remarkable objed: at Mofcow; 
he ordered his aid-de-camp to accompany us 
to different parts of the city ; and as we were 
extremely defirous to become acquainted with 
Mr. Muller, the celebrated hiflorian of this 
country, he one day invited that refpedablc 
old gentleman to meet us at dinner- 
Mr, Muller fpeaks and writes the German, 
Ruffian, French, and Latin tongues with 
furprizing fluency; and reads the Englifh, 
Dutch, Swedilh, Danifh, and Greek with 
great facility. His memory is flill fur- 
prizing; and his accurate acquaintance with 
the minuted incidents of the Ruffian annals 
almofl furpafTes belief. 

At the conclufion of the dinner at prince 
Volkonfki's I had the pleafure of accom- 
panying this eminent hiflorian to his houfe, 
and paffed fome hours in his library. He 
po/Tefles mofl of the books in the different 

languages 
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bngtiages of modern Europe which treat of 
Raffia : the Englifh writers who have written 
upon this country are far more numerous than 
I imagined. His colkdion of flate-papers 
and manufcripts is invaluable: they are all 
arranged in the exadeft order> and clailed 
into fcvcnd volimies, diAinguifhed by the 
names of thofe illuftrious perfonages to whom 
they principally relate; fuch as Peter I. 
Catharine I. Menchikof, Ofterman, &c. 

Every lover of literature muft regret, that 
Mr. Muller, who is admirably qualified for 
the talk, and has already prepared the ma- 
terials, has not favoured the public with a 
regular, unbroken hiftory of this country; 
but as, on account of his advanced age, an 
undertaking of this kind cannot now be ex- 
pecfted from him, he muft confign to others 
the ufe of thole pp.pers, which he has fo dili- 
gently accumulated. He will, however, al- 
ways be confidcred as the great father of Ruf- 
fian hiftorv, a? well from the excellent fpeci- 
mens he himfclf has produced, as from the 
vaft fund of information W'hich he bequeaths 
to future hiftorians. 

Gerard Frederic MulIcr was born in 1705, 
at Herforden, in the circle of Weftphalia. He 
received the early part of his education under 

his 
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his father, Thomas MuUer, reftor of the 
G3mninafium; in the 17th year of his age 
was removed to the univerfity of Rinteln ; and 
in the following year to Leipfic. Here he fb 
greatly diftinguiflied himfelf by his afliduity in 
profecuting his ftudies, and by rapid advances 
in various branches of polite literature, that 
although only in the 20 th year of his age, he 
was recommended to Peter the Great as a 
proper perfon to be appointed member of the 
Imperial Academy of Sciences, which that mo- 
narch was preparing to inftitute. He arrived 
at Peterfturgh in November 1725, fubfequent 
to the dcmife of Peter ; but was immediately 
ni^ninated, by Catherine the Firft, adjundt to 
the Imperial Academy. He read ledtures, in the 
Latin tongUe, on hiftory and geography ; and 
in 1730 was appointed profeflbr of hiftory, 
and member of the Imperial Academy. In 
the fame year he began his travels into Ger- 
many, Holland, and England ; and, during his 
reiidence in London, was chofen member of 
the Royal Society. Being deputed by the 
emprefs Anne to explore the extreme •parts of 
Siberia, and the peninfula of Kamtchatka, he 
fet out, on the 8th of Auguft, 1733, on this ce- 
lebrated expedition, in company with Steller, 
De Lifle^ the elder Gmelin, and Krafhenini- 

ko£ 
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kof. The indefatigable traveller turned his 
principal attention to the hiftory, geography^ 
antiquitif s> manners, and cudoms of the va-* 
nous people and hordes of Siberia. He com- 
piled or corrected maps of the diilridts which 
he vifited ; put into order the arcliives of the 
principal towns ; and copied the moft impor- 
tant documents. 

The unremitting zeal and ajQiduity with 
which he continued his inquiries brought oa a 
lingering nervous complaint, which prevented 
him from accompanying his fellow travellers ; 
and compelled him to demand his recall. 
Having obtained the emprefs's permifiion to 
return, he faw his fellow-travellers depart with 
regret; but afterwards, recovering in fome 
meafure his health, he was impelled by cu- 
rlofity and literary zeal to continue his travels 
into the extreme parts of Siberia, notwith- 
ftanding the fatigue of the journey, through an 
inhofpitable countrj', and over rugged and al- 
moll impaflable roads. He accordingly vilited 
Irkutfk, Okotllc, and even penetrated to Ya- 
kutlk, where he arrived in 1736. In arrang- 
ing tlie archives, he found the original account 
of the Ruflian navigations in the Frozen Ocean, 
and in the fca of Kamtchatka ; and difcovered 
that, near a century ago, Deilincf, a Ruflian 

navigator. 
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navigator, had taken his departure from the 
river Kovyma, &iled along the Frozen Ocean, 
and doubled the north-eaftem promontory 
of Afia*; thus afcertaining a point which 
had long agitated the literary world, that the 
continents of Alia and America were fcpa- 
rated by an arm of the fea* This' impor- 
tant difcovery, of which the Ruffians them- 
felves had long remained ignorant, occafioned 
various attempts to difcover the north-weftem 
coaft of America, and gave rife to the expe- 
dition of captain Cook. 

After near ten years abfence, Mr. Mullef re* 
turned to St. Peterfburg in the beginning of 
1743 ; and was received l^ the emprcfs Eli-^ 
zabeth with great marks of diftindion and fa- 
vour. In 1747 he was appointed hiftorio- 
grapher, and redlor of the Imperial univerfity j 
received other promotions at St. Peterfeurg; 
and at length was appointed, by the prefent 
cmprefs, counfeUor of ftate, and keeper of the 
archives at Mofcow •{•. 

His 

♦ See Account of the Ruffian Difcoveries between Afia 
and America. 

t The emprefs purchafed his fine colle6tion of books 
and manufcripts for ^.2000. This great patronefs of let'* 
ters configned al(b to him the charge of arranging and 
printing, at her expence, a Colledion of Ruffian Treaties, 

Vol. 1/ Bb in 
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His principal work, a Collection of Ruffian 
Hiftories, contains, among other curious and 
interefting articles-, an account of the early 
Ruffian hiftory, drawn fix>ni the Bjrzantine 
hiftorians, from the antient Sclavonian chroni- 
cles, and from Snorro Sturlenfis, an hiftorian 
of Norway; various hiftories and tran£i<aions 
of the Calmuc Tartars; of the Zaporavian 
Coffacs J on the Commerce and Pofleffions of 
the Genoefe on the Coafts of the Black Sea, 
and at Azof; Hiftory of the Ruffian and Chi- 
nefe Settlements on the River Amoor ; Hif- 
tory and Commerce of Siberia; Hiftory of 
Ruffia, from the Reign of Boris Godunof to 
the Acceffion of Michael Feodorovitch ; Re- 
markable Things in Afiatic Ruffia, and in 
Turkey in Afia; on the Ruffian Trade to 
China ; Natural Hiftory of the DiftriAs be- 
tween the Don and Dnieper ; Account of No- 
vogorod, Dorpat, Pernau, and Riga. 

From the numerous journals In the archives 
of Yakutfk, and from the mafs of intelligence 

in the form of Dumont's Corps Diplomatique ; but the death 
of the learned hiftorian interrupted its completion. He 
died on the i6th of Odober 1783, in the 78th year of his 
age ; Catherine, a Ihort time before his death, honoured Mr. 
Mullcr with the order of St. Vladimir ; and has tcftified htr 
rcfpcft to his memory by ennobling his family. 

derived 
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deriv^ from tradition, and colled:ed from the 
natives, he compiled an ** Account of the 
Ruffian Voyages and Difcoveries along the 
Coafts of the Frozen Sea, and in the Eaftem 
Ocean towards Japan and America," beginning 
from the year 1636, and ending with the ex- 
pedition of Bering and Tchirikof in 174 1 and 
1742; to which publication I acknowledge 
myfelf greatly indebted for my account of the 
Ruffian difcoveries. 

To thefe works the accurate and indefatigable 
'writer fucceffively added many other valuable 
performances on fimilar fubjefts, both in thc- 
German and Ruffian languages, which eluci- 
date the hifbry and topography of this vail 
empire. 

September lo- This day being (acred to 
Alexander Nevfki, a fidnt highly revered 
by the Ruffians, and in whole honour an 
order of knighthood is iaftituted, was kept 
with great iblemnity and magnificence. Ser^ 
vice was performed in the principal churches 
of Mofcow vn£ti all the pageantry peculiar tp 
the Greek religion ; and the governor of the 
province gave a fplendid entertainment, to 
which the principal nobili^ and clergy of 
this city were invited. As fbangers we 
were defirous pf obferving the ceremonies 

Bb2 of 
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of the day, and by the attehtbn of our ac-» 
quaintance our curio^ vaa ijunply ga^£asL 
But before I proceed to give & deicriptkw 
of what occurred upon thb oocafion i it may 
be neceilary to prcmi& a fhort account of the 
&int who gaye rife to this fc(Uyal» and wbow 
though adored by the Ruffians, is (carcely 
known beyond the, limits of this countiy. 

Alexander Neviki, a name more refpefiahk 
than mofl: of the £unts who fiU the Ruffian 
calendar, was ion of the great^tuke Yaroilaf, 
and flourifhed in the b^inning of the 13th 
centttiy, at a period when his counlvy had 
been reduced to the utmoft eKtreoeiiQr by a 
comtmation of fermidable enemies. He re* 
pulfed an army of Swedes and Teutonic 
knights, and wounded the king of Sweden 
with his own hand on the bank of the Neva, 
from whence he obtained the appellation of 
Neviki. He defeated the Tartars in feveral 
engagements, and delivered his country from 
a difgraceful tribute impofed by the fuccefibrs 
of Zinghis Khan. His life feems to have 
been ahnoft one continued fcene of adioni 
and he fhewed fuch prowefs, and performed 
fuch almofl; incredible z&s of valour, that 
it is no wonder an ignorant and fuperftitioua 
people ihould confider him as a fuperior 
§ being. 
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being, and conlccrate his memory: indeed, 
of all idolatry, that which is paid to feal 
merit, and in gratitude for real fervices, 
is the moft natural and the moft excufable. 
He died about the year 1162, at Gorodetz, 
near Nifhnei Novogorod. The great fupe- 
riority of his charadler was evinced, as well 
by vidories which diftinguifhed the Ruffian 
arms during his life, as by the numerous 
defeats which inunediatcly took place on his 
deceafe. 

The morning of this anniverfary was ufliered 
in by the ringing of bells uncommonly loud ; 
inceflant peals refounded in every quarter of 
the city, but more particularly in the Krem- 
lin, which contains the principal churches 
and the largeft bells. Before eleven we paid 
our refpedts to prince Volkonfki, who, as 
governor of the province of Mofcow, had 
a levee: he wore the red ribband of the 
order of St. Alexander, and received the 
compliments of the principal nobility and 
gentry. From the levee we repaired to the 
cathedral of St. Michael, and were prefent 
at high mafs, performed by the archbi/hop 
of Roftof. The church was filled with 
fuch an immenfe concoiirfe of people, that 
B b 3 it 
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it vrsLS with die. ntmoft difficulty vn could 
penctnte to the boMom o£ tne fteps Icidhig 
to the ihrinc, at the top of wiiich die biihop 
ftood ^dienevor he came ferdi to addrefi die 
congregation. The confiifion arifing from 
the croud, and the lapid fixxeffion of vz^ 
rious ceremonies, £> diffaaAcd our at t e ntion> 
as to render us. incapable of difcriminating 
tlie difierent parib of die lernce. We could 
only obferve in general a great difpky of 
pomp and fpkndour, and many ceremomea 
fimilar to thdfe deicribed on a femier oc« 
cafion*, with the addition of ievend others 
appropriated to the greater feftivals <tf die 
Ruffian church. 

At the conclulion of the fcrvice, which 
lafted two hours, wc returned to prince 
Volkonflci's; where about ninety peribns 
were aflembled at an entertainment given in 
honour of the day : when the archbifhop of 
Roftof entered the room, the prince rofe to 
meet him at the door, and kifled his hand 
after the prelate had made the fign of the 
crofs; he paid the fame mark of refpe£fc to 
two other biihops; and the greateft part of 

♦ P. 324- 

the 
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tlie company fucccflively followed the prince's 
cxaniple. Being prefented to the archbifhop, 
I had the honour of holding a long convcr- 
fation with him in the Latin tongue, which 
he fpoke with great fluency. He appeared 
to be a fenfible well-informed man, and well 
verfed in various branches of literature: he 
had perufed the works of feyeral of our beft 
divines, either originally written, or tranflated 
into Latm, and mentioned their compofitions 
with much applaufe. I troubled him with 
feveral queftions relative, to the fervice of the 
Ruflian church, which he anfwered with great 
readinefs and condefcenfion. He told me that 
the Bible is tranflated into Sclavonian; that 
the liturgy is written in that language, which 
is the mother- tongue of the Ruflian ; and 
that therefore the ftyle of the facred writings, 
though ibmewhat antient and obfelete, is yet 
underft:ood without much difficulty even by 
the common people. He informed me, that 
the clergy are divided into fecular and re- 
gular prieflis: that the latter, from whom 
arc chofen the dignitaries of the church, 
are not pennitted to marry ; that the feculars 
are the parifh-priefls, and from a literal ob- 
fervation of St. Paul's ^precept, " the hufli>and 

B b 4 ** of 
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^< of Dnc wi^" tfc roquiipd^ as « qutUficsr- 
tioa ^ orders, to ixutrry ; andt <m the ^Mrit 
of tbi^ iamp tenet^ are after the death of their 
wives d^eiQcid unfit . for the iacred fmi£tiQiu 
The difquajification ar^ng BoOx widowhood 
cttsiy, indeed, be. healed by <be hiOiop's dif- 
pfeniadoa * ; but the operatjpn of a fecbad 
iparriage is finals and irrev0ci^]y divaroea 
from the altar. 'The archbifliop waa po- 
litely continuing to acquaint me with' tauty 
other circumfbances peculiar to their «cck* 
iiaftical efbibliQuneat^ when the coaveijation 
was interrupted by a fummons to dinnier, 
A finall table in the comer of the witk* 
drawing room, as is the ufual cuftom in this 
country, had been prcvioufly covered with 
plates of caviare, red-herring, bread, butter, 
and chs^efe, and different forts of liqueurs ; to 
which the company helped themfelvcs before 
tlicy adjourned to dinner. 

About ninety perfons fat down to table. 
The entertainment was fplendid and profufe. 
During the fecond courfe, a large glafs with 
a cover was brought to prince Volkonlki^ 

* In general the fecular pricft, when 9 widower, is re« 
ceived into a monaftery. 

who. 
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who, ftanding up, xJdivercd the cover to the 
archbifhop, who fat next him, filled the glafs 
with cliampagne, and di:^k the cmprefs's 
health, which was accompanied with a dif^ 
charge of cannon. The archbifhop followed 
his example, and Ae glafs was in like man- 
ner circulated round the table. The healths 
of the great-duke, of the great-duchefs, and 
of their fon prince Alexander, were then fuc- 
ceflively toafled with the fame ceremonies i 
after which count Panin arofe, and drinking a 
return of thanks to prince Volkonfki as maftcr 
of the feafl, was joined by the whole com- 
pany. When each toafl was named by the 
prince, all the perfbns at table got up out 
of refpcd:, and remained flanding while he 
drank. The reader will excufe the mention 
of thefe particulars on this and other occa- 
fions ; as they may be deemed not unworthy 
of notice, becauie they are fometimcs charac- 
teriftics of national manners. 

During our flay at Mofcow we frequendy 
experienced the hofpitality of count Alex^ 
Ork)f, who, in the laft war with the Porte, 
commanded the Ruffian fleet in the Archi- 
pelago^ and burnt the Turkifh armament m 
the bay of Tchefine,. fir which adtion he has 
been honoured with the title of Tchefininfld. 

The 
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The cuftom of conferring an additional name 
for the performance of i&gnal iervices to tfac 
country^ was, in imitation of the Romans, 
ufually pradU&d by Conilantine and his fuc* 
oeflbrs the Greek emperors, who reigned at 
Conftantinople. From that quarter it pro*^ 
. bably pafled to the Ruffians, who in' the 
earlier times of their hiftoiy gaye appella^ 
tions of this' kind to ibme of their iUuilrious 
leaders. Thus the great-duke Alexander was 
called Nevfki for his vidory over the Swedes ' 
near the Neva; and his great-grandfon De- 
metrius Ivanovitch was denominated Donikit 
for his conqueil of the Tartars upon the 
banks of die Don.* This cuftom, which 
had long been difcontinued, has been -lately 
revived by the prefent emprefs. Accordingly 
Marflial Romanzof received the denomination 
of Zadunaifki from his yidtories fouth of the 
Danube; prince Dolgorucki that of Crimfki 
for his fuccefles in the Crimea; and count 
Orlof this of Tchefminfki from the action in 
the bay of Tchefine. 

The houfe of cbunt Orlof is fituated at the 
extremity of one of the fuburbs, upon an ele- 
vated fpot, commanding a fine view of the 
vaft city of Mofc»w and the neighbouring 
country. A number of feparate buildings 

occupy 
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occupy a large traft of ground. The offices, 
ftables, manage, and other detached ftrudtures, 
are entirely of brick ; the foundation and lower 
ftory of the dwelling-houfe are built with the 
fame materials ; but the upper part is of 
wood*, neatly painted of a green colour. 
We carried a letter of recommendation from 
prince Staniflaus Poniatowfki, the king of 
Poland's nephew, to the count, who received 
us with great franknefs and cordiality, and 
detained us at dinner : he defired us to lay 
afide all form; adding, that he was a plain 
man, had a high eftecm for the Englifli 
nation, and (hould be happy to render us 
every fervice in his power during our ftay at 
Mofcow. We had the pleafure of dining 
feveral times with him, and always met 
with the moft polite reception. The count 
feemed to live in the true ftyle of old Ruffian 
hofpitality; kept an open table, abounding 
widi a great variety of Greek wines, which 
he brought with him from his expedition 
into the Archipelago. One difh, ferved on 

♦ Wooden houfes arc by many perfons in this country 
fuppofed to be wanner and more wholefome than diofe of 
brick and ftone, which is the rcafon why feveral^of the 
RuiQan nobility chufe that part of the houfe, which they 
inhabit themfelves, to be conftruded with wood* 

his 
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bis plentifiil boaid, muft be particularly men* 
. tiox&ed as extranely delicjoim, and only inferior 
to our beft venifcxi ; it was a quarter of an 
Aftracan iheep, rcmailcable lor the quantity 
and flavour of the fat *• 

We had mufic during dinner^ which in^ 
deed generally made a part of thef entertain-^ 
ikient at the tables of the nobility. We 
obfenred alfi> another very ufual inflance of 
parade j namely, a great number of rdt^era 
and dependents^ mixed wi^h fervants^ but 
feldbm afiiiting in any menial office: they 
occafionally flood cound their lopl's chair^ 
and feemed infinitely pleafU whenever they 
were diftinguifhed by a nod or a fmile. In 
this train there was an Arknenian not long 
arrived fix)m Mount Caucafus> who, agreeably 
to the cuflom of his country, inhabited a tent 

* In the court-yard I obferved feveral (beep of this (pe- 
ctes ranging about the ftables, fo perfedUy tame that they 
fufTered us to ftroke them. They are almoft as large as 
ftllow deer, but with much (hortcr legs : they have no 
borns, long flowing ears, and, xnftead of tails, a large buAch 
of fet, fomedmes weighing thirty pounds. Mr. Pennant 
has given an engraving of thefe fheep in his Hiftory of 
Quadrupeds^ which he has accompanied with an accurate 
defcription. 

pitched 
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pitched in the garden; and covered with a 
thick kind of felt. His drefs confifted of 
a long loofe robe tied with a fafh, l^gc 
breeches, and boots : his hair was cut, in 
the manner of the Tartirs, in a circular 
form; his arms were a poignard, and a 
bow of buffalo's horn fining with the finews 
of the fame animal. He was extremely 
attached to his mafler: when he was firfl 
prefented, he voluntarily took an, oath of 
fealty, and fwore, in the true language of 
Eaftern hyperbole, to attack all the count's 
enemies ; offering, as a proof of the fincerity 
of this declaration to cut off his own ears; 
he alfo wifhed that all the ficknefs, which at 
any time threatened his mafter, might be 
transferred to himfelf. He examined our 
clothes, and feemed delighted with pointing 
out the fuperiority of hils own drefs in the 
article of convenience ; he threw himfelf into 
different attitudes with uncommon agility, 
and defied us to follow his example ; he 
danced a Calmuc dance, which confifled in 
ftraining every mufcle, and writhing his body 
into various contortions without flirring from 
the fpot: he beckoned us into the garden^ 
took great pleafure in fhowing us his tent 

and 
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ind'his anns; and (hot ieveral arrows to an 
amazing height. We were ftruck with the 
unartificial chancer o£ this Armenian, who 
ieemed like a wild*man juil beginning. to be 
civilizoL 

Cbunt Orkif, who is very fimd of the 
manage, is efteemed to have, though not 
the largeft, yet the fineft ihid in Ruflia; 
and he was £6 obliging as to gratify our 
curiofit^'by carrying us to fee it near his 
country-houfe, at the diftance of about fifteen 
miles from Mofcow. He cx)nveyed us in 
his own carriage drawn by fix hor(es, faar- 
nefied with ropes, and placed, two in front; 
and four a-bre»il in the hinder row: an 
empty coach, with fix horfes, ranged two 
by two, followed for parade. He was at- 
tended by four haflars, and the above- 
mentioned Armenian accoutred with his bow 
and quiver: the latter continually fhouted 
and waved his hand with the ftrongeft ex- 
preflions of tranfport; he occafionally gal- 
loped his horfe clofe to the carriage, th6n 
fuddenly flopped and wheeled round to the 
right or left with great rapidity. 

In our route we pafled feveral large con- 
vents, furrounded, like many of the mo« 

nafteriet 
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nafteries in this country, with ftrong walls 
and battlements of brick, fo as to have the 
appearance of fnaall fortrefles; crofled the 
Mofkva twice, and came in about two hours 
into a fpacious circular plain of luxuriant 
pafture, in the midft of which rifes an in- 
fulated hill, with the count's houfe on the 
top. This feat commands a beautiful view 
of the circular plain, watered by the Mofkva, 
and fkirted by gentle hills, whofe fides prc- 
fent a rich variety of wood, com, and paf- 
tures. 

The greatefl part of the fhid wzs grazbg 
in the. plain: it confiiled of a confiderable 
number of the finefl ftallions, and above fixty 
brood-mares, mofl of whom had foals^ The 
collection was gleaned from the mofl diflant 
quarters of the globe, from Arabia, Turkey, 
Tartary, Perfia, and England. The count 
obtained the Arabians during his expedition 
in the Archipelago, fbme as prefents from 
Ali-Bey, others by purchafe or by conqueft 
from the Turks : amongfl thefe he chiefly 
prized four horfes (two of which we had 
noticed in the manage at Mofcow) of the 
true Cochlean breed, fe much eileemed in 
Arabia, and fo ieldom fcen out of their native 
poultry. 

The 
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The count, after having politely attend 
us himfclf to the fhid und alKmt the grounds, 
r^ldl us with a moft elegant cntcrtainiTicnt, 
at which his vivacity fcnt charms to his fpkn- 
dour and hofpitality- In our return to Mof- 
cowp we made a circuit to a fraall village 
about Ex miles from the capital, where a 
villa was ercfting for the cmprtrfs, called 
Tzaricino : it confifted^ befides the principal 
building, of eight or ten detached ftruftunes 
in the Gothic tafte, which were prettily dif- 
perfed among the plantations. The fituation 
is romantic, a fifing ground backed with wood, 
and a large piece of water embracing the foot 
of the hilL 

1 cannot fodbear to mentioci in ^m fiiie^ 
an adl of almoft Eaftern magnificcnce> whicb 
this vifit fome time afterwards occaficmoi. 
One morning in the cnfumg winter, at Peters- 
burg, one of the fineft among th^ Arabtati 
hories, which Lord Herbert had greatiy ad- 
mired at Mofcow, was fent to him, accom-^ 
panied with the fdlowing note. 

•• My Lordr I obferved that this hotS^ 
•* pleafed you, and tlwrefore defire ycmr ac^- 
^ ceptance of him. I mceived kim as i pile- 
^^ fent from Ali-Bey. He is a true -An^fttt 

" of 
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♦' of the Cochlcan race^ and in the late war 
** was brought by the Ruffian fhips from 
** Arabia to me while I was in the Archipe- 
" lagoi I wilh he may be as ferviceable to 
** you as he has been to mc ; and I 'remain^ 
** with efteem, your obedient fervant, 

*' Count Alexey Orlof 

TCHESMINSKi/' 

This valuable horfe was fent from Peterf- 
burgh to England, and k now in the Earl of 
Pembroke's pofleffioii. 

At the clofe of an entertainment, which 
the count one day gave us at Mofcow, he in- 
troduced us to the fight of a Ruffian boxing- 
match, which is a favourite diverfion among 
the common people. We repaired to the 
manage, where we found about three hundred 
peafants afTembled. They divided themfelves 
into two parties, each of which chofe a chiefs 
who called out the combatants, and pitted 
them againft each odier: only a fingle pair 
was allowed to engage at the fame time. 
They did not flrip as with us, and had on 
thick leathern gloves with thumb pieces, but 
with no feparations for the fingcrs^^ Froni 
the^fUffhefs of the leather tncy could fcarcely 
double their fifls j and many of theni ffsriick 

Vol. L Cq ^P^^;^ 
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open-handed. Their attitudes were very dif- 
ferent from thofe ufed by boxers in England: 
they advanced the left foot and fide ; ftretchcd 
the left arm towards the adverfary in order 
to repel his Hows; and kept the right arm 
fwinging at Ibmc diftancc froffi the other* 
They generally ftruck in a circular direiftion 
at the fece and head, never attacked the breaft 
or fides, and feemed to have no notion of 
aiming a blow 3kt&ty forwards. Wheii any 
combatant fetied llis aritkgohift to the ground,^ 
he was declared viAor, ,and the cohteft be- 
tween that pair inuncdiately ceiifed. t)uring 
our ftay we were withefs to aborft twenty fac- 
ceflive combats. Some of the nien Were df 
vaft 'ftrength ; but their mode of fighting pre- 
vented any mifchief fix>m its exertion ; nor 
did we perceive any of thofe fractures and 
centurions in which boxing-matches in Eng- 
land fo frequently terminate. Both parties 
were highly interefted in favour of their re- 
fpedtive champions; and feemed at times in- 
clined to enter the lifts in their fupport ; but 
the firft appearance of difpute, or g^o^ving 
heat, was humanely checked by the count, 
who afted as mediator : a kind v/ord, or even 
a nod from him, inftantly compofed all dif- 
ferences. When he appeared defirous to put 

an 
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an ^nd to the combats, tbejr humbly requeft* 
ed his pemiifiion to honour them witib his 
prefence a little longer ; i^pon his afient, they 
bowed their heads to the ground, and ieemed 
as pleafed as if they had received the higheft 
favour. The count is greatly beloved by his 
peafants ; and their ftern countenances would 
melt into the moft a&dionate foftnefs at his 
approach. 

We made an agreeable excurfion to Mi- 
kaulka, the villa of count Peter Panin, a 
Ruilian nobleman of the firfl: diftindion, who 
fignalized himfelf in the late war againft ^ 
Turks, by the taking of Bender ; and more 
recently by the defeat and capture of the rebel 
Pugatchef. This villa is fituated at the dif- 
tance of fix miles from Mofcow, in the midft 
of a larg6 foreft. The count originally pur- 
pofed to have railed a grand edifice of brick, 
after a defign of his late wi^: but upon her 
death he abandoned this project, and content-- 
ed himfelf with a comfortable wooden houie 
9t the extremity of his grounds, which Jbc at 
firft credted only as a temporary habitation. 
His offices, ftablefi, coach-houfes, dog-ken- 
nels, lodgings for his Huntimen and other 
.menial fervantS; form two long rows of de«* 

C c 2 tached 
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tached wooden buildings, all with uniform 
fronts and neatly painted. The grounds arc 
prettily laid out in the ftyle of our parks, with 
gentle flopes, fpacious lawns of the fineft ver- 
dure, fcattered plantations, and a large piece 
of water fringed with wood. We could not 
avoid feeling extreme fatisfadlion at obferving, 
. that the Englifti ftyle of gardening had pene- 
trated even into thefe diftant regions. The 
Englifh tafte, indeed, can certainly difplay it- 
felf in this country to great advantage, where 
the parks are extenfive, and the verdure, dur- 
ing their ihort fununer, uncommonly beauti- 
ful. Moft of the Ruffian nobles have gar- 
deners of our nation, and refign themlelves 
implicitly to their diredlion. The count, who 
is fond of country diverlions, had a pack of 
hounds chiefly of the Englifli breed, coniifling 
of an indifcrirninate mixture of harriers, ftag 
and fox- hounds, felefted without any regard to 
their fizes or forts. With this fame pack he 
hunted wolves, deer, foxes, and hares. He 
poffefled likewife a fine breed of Ruffian grey- 
hounds, in high eftimation for their fwiftnefs : 
they are ffiaggy and wire-haired, and fome of 
them are taller than the largeft Newfoundland 
dog I ever faw. 

The 
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The count entertained us with a moft 
fiimptuous dinner : we were particularly ftruck 
with the quantity and quality of the fruit 
which made its appearance in the defert : 
pines, peaches, apricots, grapes, pears, cher- 
ries, none of which can in this country be 
obtained without the aflillance of hot-houfes, 
were ferved in the greateft profiiiion. There 
was a delicious fpecies of fmall melon, which 
had been fent by land carriage from Aftracan 
to Mofcow, though at the diftance of a thou- 
fand miles *. One inftance of elegance which 
diftinguifhed the defert, ^nd had the prettieft 
efFedt imaginable, muft not be omitted : at 
the upper and lower end of the table were 
placed two china vafes containing cherry- 
trees in fiiU leaf, and fruit hanging on the 
boughs, which was gathered by the company. 
We obferved alfo in the defert a curious fpe- 
cies of apple, which is not uncommon in the 
neighbourhood of Mofcow: it is fomewhat 
larger than a golden-pippin, is of the colour 
and tranfparency of pale amber, and has an 
exquilite flavour; the Ruflians call it Nav/>^ 

* Thefe melons fometimes coft five pounds apiece, and 
;it other times they may be purchafed in the markets of 
^ofcow for lefs dian half a cro'-vn apiece. 
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mcBm The tnc iliiifu ncK n uK upcs tti^ 
wilJMNit my pgtinwr sttcniion to its cnllflR». 
but dcgenentct in odicr oountnci; its fipf ' 
ttid lOtdy wncn puntM in % wic^u niU nmi 
liitiieilD p ro d aced only a cnmninn firtof ap^ 
pky hot vcwcT tnc tnn^xuncnt Ipcccs* 

In lebiniiag' fiom Mikanlki we paflbd 
clofe to the i^Da os count Raanmnofld Hcfe* 
nan of the Ukraine, wfaidi had more dw 
idembknoe of a littk town dian a cp unli y 
houfe. It omfifttd of fbiiy or fifty bnildinga 
of different fizes; fixne of bnck^ others of 
wood i fbme painfcd^ and.othen pliin« tht 
count maintains his gosidt a immemoii tsAt 
of retainosj and a large band of mnficians. 
The Rui!ian pobks difyhy a gicat d^ree of 
grandeur and magnificence in their houicSt 
domeiticks, and way of living. Their palaces 
at and near Mofcow are ftupendous piles of 
buildings ; and I am informed that their man- 
lions, at a difbnce firom Mofcow and Peterf- 
burgh, are upon a ftill grander icalc; where 
they refide as independcot princes, like the 
feudal barons in early times; have their ie- 
parate courts of juftice, and govern their 
va/?als with an almofl unlimited fway. 

I did not exped to have found ip this nor^ 

tbcro 
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tlpkerij) clioiAte a kind of Yauxhall, which cue 
curioiity kd us toi vifi^. It is fituated at the 
fi;ir^efl extremity of the fuburbs in a fequef* 
tere4 fpot, which has more the appearance of 
fhj^ country than of a town. We entered by 
^ povered way, Ihxular to that at our Vaux-> 
halls into the gardens, which were fplendidly 
illuminated. There was an elegant rotvindi 
for the company to walk in, either in cold 
or rainy weather, and feveral apartments for 
tea or fupper. The entrance money was four 
fhillings. The proprietor is an Engliihman, 
whoie i^me is Mattocks. The encourage- 
ment ^e m^t with from the natives on this 
occa0on had enabled him to engage in con- 
ftrudting, at a very confiderable expence, a 
ipacious theatre of brick ; and, as an indem^ 
siificatbn^ he had obtained from the emprefs 
an excluiive patent for all plays, aod public 
mafquerades, during ten years from the time 
of its completion* 

The fineft view of Mofcow is from an 
eminence about four or five miles from the 
town, of which I have forgotten the Ruffian 
name, but its fignification hx EngliHi is Spar-r 
fow-hill : upon this eminence were the ruins 
of a large palacp built by Alexey Michaele-^ 

C c 4 yitch, 
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jitch. Upon oar return we flopped at YwBi^ 
]iofiki» the villa of prince Ddgoracki, wbkk 
flands upon the brow of the fame hilL Tim 
Mofkva, which is here broader than in its 
ufual couric, runs at its &ot in ji iemicirde i 
and the vaft dty of Moibow lies open befim 
it: the hou& is a large wooden buildings ID 
which' we afcended by three tenrafles. The . 
prefent poffdCor of this ^illa^is prince Dol- 
gomcki CnaxSki, who diftinguifhed himfelf 
by his repeated vidories over the Turks in the , 
Crimea, and by the cohqueft of that penin-r 
£v^. The models of fevend fertrefles wfaidi 
be befieged and. took, are placed in the gus 
dens ; I particularly remarked thofi* of Ycni- 
kalc, Kcrfch, and Precop. 

In pafling through the apartments, the 
various reverfes of fortune which have befallen 
the family of Dolgorucki, occurred forcibly 
to my recoliedlion ; efpecially when I furvcycd 
the portrait of the princefs Catharine Dolgo- 
rucki, whofe adventures, fo pathetically de- 
fcribed by Mrs. Vigor*, afford one of the 
moft affefting ftories in the annals of biftory. 
That unfortunate princefs, after having been 

* See Letters from Ruffia, by a Lady. 
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torn from the perfon fhe loved, was be- 
trothed agamft her inclination to the emperor 
Peter II, On his deceafe fhe became a mo- 
mentary fovereign; but was almoft as in- 
ftantly hurried from the palace to a dungeon, 
where fhe languiflied during the whole reign 
of the emprefs Anne. Being at length re- 
leafed upon the acceflion of Elizabeth^ fhe 
nwried count Bruce, and died without leaving 
?ny ilTue. 
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CHAR IH, 

— Jnterhr Svifions. -^^JFarJbip of pm^^d 
images^r^Defcriptim of an enormous hett.^-^ 
JPrincipal Imildmgs in the Kxexn}axij—^4ntknt 
palace.— Convent g^Tfchudo£ — Nunnery of 
YkC^pyitikou^Cafiei^al of St. Micbadv 
*— T'^/wAr and cbara^ers of the Tzars*— 
Genealogical tables of tbe fovereigns of Mof- 
cow of the houfe of Ruric, — Of different 
families. — Of tbe line ^/^Romanof. 

THE places of divine worihip at Mofcow 
are exceedingly numerous ; including 
chapels, they amount to above a thoufand ; 
there are 484 public churches, of which 199 
are of brick, and the others of wrood ; the 
ftprmer are commonly ftuccoed or white-* 
waflied, the latter painted of a red colour. 

The moft antient churches of Mofcow arc 

generally fquare buildings, with a cupola and 

2 fouf 
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four fmall domes *, fome whereof are of cop- 
per or iron gilt ; others of iron tinned, either 
plain or painted green. Thefe cupolas and 
domes are for the moft part ornamented with 
croflcs entwined with thin chains or wires: 
each crofs has two tranfverfe bars -f-, the 
upper horizontal^ the lower inclining ; whichj 
according to the fuppofition of many Ruffians, 
is fuppofed to have been the form of the real 
crofs, and that our Saviour was nailed to it 
with his arms in an horizontal pofition, and 
one of the legs higher than the other. I fre- 
quently obferved a crefcent under the lower 
bar, the meaning of which no one could 
explain J. 

The 

♦ The church of the Holy Trinity, fomctimes called 
the Church of Jerulalem, which ftands in the Khitaigorod, 
clofe to die gate leading into the Kremlin, has a kind of 
high fteeple and nine or ten domes : it was built in the^eign 
of Ivan VafEhevitch IL An engraving of that, as well 
as of fome of the more antient churches, may be feen in 
Olearius and Le Brun's Travels. 

f I am here defcribing the mod antient churches ; the 
modem croflcs over thofe of St. Petcrfburgh are mofily 
fingle. 

X Dr. King accounts for the crefcent in the following 
ingenious manner. ^ Some churches have a crefcent 
** under the crofs j for when the Tartars^ to whom Muf- 
^ covy was fub^e^ed two hundred years, converted any 

"of 
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- The infide of the chmch is moffif com-* 
po&d of three parts; that called by die 
Greeks wfomoff by the RufBans Trapeza ^ die 
body ; and die ianduaiy or fhrine. 
• In die body of die church there are fie* 
-quendy four iquaie piDars, very thick and 
heavy, for the purpofe of fupporting the ca«- 
pok: theie pillars, as v?ell as th« walk and 
cielingSy are painted widi innumerable itepie- 
ientations of our Saviour, the Virgin Muy» 
and of different faints. Many of the figures 
are enormoufly large, and are executed in the 
rudeft manner; fbme are daubed upon the 
bare walls ; others upon large maffive plates 
of iilver or brafs, or enclofed in fiwnes of 
thofe metals. The head of each figure is in-* 
variably decjced with a glory; which is a 
mafly femicircle, greatly rcfembling an horfc- 
flioc, of brafs, filver, or gold, and fometimes 
compofcd almoft entirely of pearls and prc- 

" of the churches into mofques for the ufe of their own 
" religion, they HxeJ the crefcent, the badge of Mahome- 
** tanifm, upon them : and when the grand-duke Ivan Ba- 
^ filovitch had delivered his country from the Tartar yoke, 
" and rcftored thofe edifices to the Chriftian worfhip, he 
« left the crefccnt remaining, and planted a crofs upon it 
'* as a mark of its victory over its ertemy." Rites and 
Ceremonies of the Greek Church, p. 23. 

ciou^ 
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cious ftones. Some of the favourite faints 
are adorned with iilken drapery faftened to 
the walls, and ihidded with jewels ; fome are 
painted upon a gold ground, and others arc 
gilded in all parts but their face and hands. 
Towards the extremity of the body of the 
church is a flight of fteps leading to die 
fhrine ; and between thefe fteps and the ihrine 
is ufually a platform, upon which the offici- 
ating minifter ftands and performs part of 
the fervice. 

The fhrine or fanftuary is divided from the 
body of the church by the Inconojiasy or 
ikrcen, generally the part the moft richly 
ornamented, and on which the moft holy 
pidtures are painted or hung*. In its cen- 
tre are the folding, called the holy, royal, or 
beautiful doors, which lead to the fhrine, 
within which is the holy table, as Dn King 

♦ " On the north fide of the royal doors the pifture of 
^ the Virgin is always placed, and that of Jefus on the 
<' fouth ; next to which is that of the (aint to whom the 
« church is dedicated ; the fituation of the reft is indif- 
<^ ferent Candles or lamps are ufually fufpended before 
** the images of Jefus and the Virgin, and feveral others, 
*< and fometimes kept perpetually burning." Dr. King 
on the Greek church, p. 29 ; to v^ch book I would re'> 
fer the reader who defires further information on the 
fubjea. 

weU 
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well defcribcs it, ** with four finall colmmig 
^ to fupport a canopy over it: §fem vAuch 
** a ferijieriofif or dove, is fu^^cnded, as « 
** iymbol of the Holy Ghoft ; upon the hcty 
*^ table the crois is always laid, and 4rijt 
** Gofpel, and the pyxis, or b(Mc, in w^h 
** a part of the sconfecrated elements is ppc-» 
** ferved, for vifiting the fick or o^her »piir- 
^ pofes*." 

It is contrary to the tenets of the iQredk 
religion to admit a carved image within the 
cJhurchcs, in conformity to the prdhibition in 
Scripture, " Thou (halt not make to 'tl^lf 
** a graven image," &c. By not coniider* 
ing, however, the prohibition as extending 
to reprefentations by painting, the Greek ca- 
nonifts, while they have followed the letter, 
have departed from the fpirit of the com- 
mandment, which pofitively forbids us to 
worlhip the likenefs of any thing under 
whatever form, or in whatever manner it may 
be delineated : for if we transfer our adoration 
from the Creator to any objed: of his crea- 
tion ; it is of little confequence whether w-e 
bow down to the productions of the painter, 
or to thofc of the fculptor. 

♦ Dr. King on the Greek church, p. 26. 

Over 
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Over tlic door of each charch is thie pdr- 
trait of the faint to whom it is dedicated ; to 
which the common people pay their homage 
as they pafs, try taking off their hats, croffing 
themfdves, ftnd occafionafly touching the 
ground with their heads> a ceremony which 
I often (kw them tcpdit 'nine or ten tinles ito 
fticceffion. 

Before I clofe tlie general defcriptlOft of 
the Ruffian chnf ches, I muft not fdrget theiir 
bells, whidi ibrtti, 5 tnSy almoft fay, no in- 
cortflderabfe part of divine wdrfhip ih this 
country ; as the lehglSi or fhortnefs of dteir 
pesfls afceftairts the greater or leflfer fan<Stity 
of the day. They art liung in beMfeys de- 
tached 'from the church : they do not fwing 
like our bells, ^bWt are fixed immovedbly 'to 
the beams, are rung by a rope ti6d to dib 
clapper, and pUllttd fidcways. Some of thefc 
bells are of a ftupendous fize : one in the 
tower of St. Ivan's church weighs 3551 Ruf- 
fian poods, *or 127,836 Englifli pounds. It 
has always been efteemed a meritorious adt of 
. religion to prefent a church with bells ; and 
the piety of the donor has been meafured by 
their magnitude. Acoxding to this mbde of 
^IHmation, Boris Godiihof, who gave a bell 
of 288,000 pounds to the cathcdraj of Mof- 

cow. 
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qow, was the moft pious ibvereign of Rufiia, 
until he was furpafled by the emprcfs Anne ^ 
at whofe expence a bell was caft weighing 
432,000 pounds^ and which exceeds in big- 
nefs every bell in the known world. Its 
fize is fo enormous, that I could fcarcely have 
given credit to the account of its magnitude 
if I had not examined it myfclf, and afcertain- 
cd its dimenfions with great exadnefs. Its 
height is nineteen feet, its circumference at 
the bottom twenty-one- yards eleven inches^ 
its greateft thicknefs twenty-three inches*. 
The beam to which this vaft machine was 
feftened being accidentally burnt; the bell 
fell down, and a fragment was broken off 
towards the bottom, which left an aperture 
large enough to admit two perfons a-breaft 
without {looping. 

Our inn being clofe to the walls of Krem- 
lin, I had frequent opportunities of examining 
its principal buildings. 

The palace, inhabited by the antient tzars, - 
ftands at the extremity of the Kremlin. Part 
of this palace is old^ and continues in the 
fame ftate in which it was built under Ivan 

* Mr. Hanway, in his Travels, has given an accurate 
defcription and engraving of this bell. 

Vaflilievitch 
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Vaflilievitch I. The remainder has been fucv 
ceffively added at different intervals without 
any plan, and -in various flyles of architecture 5 
which has produced a motley pile of building, 
remarkable for nothing but the incongruity 
of the feveral ftruiSbures, The top is thickly 
iet with numerous little gilded fpires and 
globes; and a larg^ portion of the front is 
decorated with the arms of all the provinces, 
which jcompofe the Ruffian empire. The 
apartments are in general exceedingly fmall, 
excepting one fingle room, galled the councilr 
chamber, in which the anticnt tzars ufed to ' 
give audience to foreign embaiTadors; and 
which Jias been repeatedly defcribed by fe- 
veral Englifh travellers, who vifited Mofcow 
before the Imperial refidence was transferred 
to Peterfburgh. The rooni is lar^e and vault- 
ed; and has in the centre an enoraious pillar 
of ftone, which fupports the cieling ^. 

This palace, in which the tzars formerly 
held their (Courts in all the fplendour of 

• ^ The roof of the auHience-chambcr was arched 
' f^ and fupporti^d by a great pillar in the middle/' Lord 
Carlide's Embafly, p. 149. In the feaft which Alexcy 
MichaeloyiCi(h gave to the Earl of Carlifle, this great pillar 
Tvas adorned with a wonderful variety .of gold and filve^ • 
yeflcls, p. 292., 

' Vpi/L Pd E,?fteri? 
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Eaftem pomp^> was once efteemed by the 
natives an edifice of unparalleled magnificence : 
it is, fince the late improvements in architec*- 

tuie» 

. • The authdr of Lord Carlifle's Embafly defcribes, in 
the following hyperbolical cxpreffioiis> die Afiadc nisig- 
nificence of the court of Alexey Michaelovitch, at die firft 
audience of the embafladori« ^ And here (in the audience 
« chamber) it was we were like diofe ^o coming fud« 
M denly out of the daric are dazzled widi the bn^tneft 
«< of the fun : the fplendour of their jewels ieeming to 
^ contend for priority with that of die day ; fe diat we 
<* were loft as it were in this confufion of glory. The 
^ tzar, like a fparkling fun, (to fpeak in die Ruffian dia* 
M lt£t) darted forth moft fumptuous rays, being moft mag- 
*^ mficendy placed upon his throne, widi his fcq;>tre in his 
^ hand, and having his crown on his head. His throne 
^ was of maffive filver gilt, wrought curioufly on die top 
** with feveral works and pyramids v and being feven or 
" eight fteps higher than the floor, it rendered the perfoa 
** of the prince tranfcendently majeftic. The fceptre glit- 
** tered all over with jewels, his veft was fct with the like 
«* from iop to the bottom down the opening before, and 
^^ his collar was anfwerable to the fame. By his fide he 
*' had four of the talleft lords ftanding below his throne, 
** each of them widi a battle-ax upon his (houlder, and 
** with a profound gravity cafting their eyes now and 
*^ then upon the tzar, as inviting us to an admiration of 
*' his grandeur. Their habits were no lefs remarkable 
*^ than their countenances, being all four of them, firom 
^ the top of their head to the fole of their foot, clothed 
*< in white vefts of ermine, and having chains of gold. 
^^ But that which was farther admirable w«s die glorious 

^ equipage 
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ture, far furpafled by the ordinary manfions 
of the nobilityy and by no means calculated 
even for the temporary refidence of the fo- 
vereign^ In this palace Peter the Great came 
into the world, in the year 16725 an event 
here mentioned^ not only becauie it is rer* 
markable in the annals of this country, but 
becaufe the Ruffians themfelves were, till 
very latdy, ignorant of the place in which 
their favourite hero was bora* That honour 
Was ufually afcribed to Columna, whicl^ 
on that fuppofition, has been pro£uiely flyled 
the Bethlehem of Ruflia; but the judicious 
Mulkr ha$ unqueftionably proved, that thft 
Imperial palace of Mofcow was the jfdace pf 
Peter^s nativity*. I was greatly difiippoint-^ 
ed that we could not view that part of the 
palace called the treafury* The keeper be- 

^ equipage of At Bo^lrs prefent at thfs audience, vt/bo 
^ were as ib many boims of the filn elevated in his tri* 
^ um[riiant cary and Teemed to have nO luftrt but to do 
^ homage withal to their great monarch^ They were 
^ about two hundred, clothed aU with vefts cf cloth of 
^ gold, cloth of fUver^ or velvet fet with jewels, all placed 
^ in order upon benches covered, widi tapeftry,*' &c» 
p. 147. to 149. The reader will find nuuiy deicription^ 
of the tzar's magnificence* and courts b the feversd aq^ 
counts of the different embaffies in Haclduyt's CoUedion 
rf Voyages. 
• See JouTQ^ St Pet. 

D d 2 ing 
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ing lately dead, the door was (baled up, and 
could not be opened, until a fucceiibr was 
appointed. Beiide the crown, jewels, and 
royal robes, ufed at the coronation of the 
fovereign, this repofitory, as we were in- 
formed, contains feveral curiofities, which 
relate to and illuftrate the hiftory of this 
country. 

There are two convents in the Kremlin; 
one is a nunnery, and the other a monaftery 
for men, called Tfchudof. The latter does not 
merit any particular defcription ; I entered it 
merely becaufe it is well known in the Ruflian 
hiftory as the place wherein the tzar Vaflili 
Shuifki was confined, A. D. 1610, after his 
depofition, and from whence he was taken in 
order to be carried into Poland : where he only 
exchanged one prifon for another ftill more 
difnial ; and where he fell a vidlim to his 
own difappointment and chagrin, as well as 
to the ill-treatment of the Poles. We are 
naturally led to compaflionate the fate of an 
exiled and depofed monarch, who dragged on 
a miferable exiftence amidft the horrors of 
perpetual imprifonment : but the black ingra- 
titude of VaiTili Shuilki towards Demetrius, 
his i'ovcrcign and benefactor, almoft extin- 
guilht:s cur fenfe of his calamities. For even 

if 
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if the pcribn who affumed the name of. De- 
metrius was an impoftor, Shuifki, when con- 
demned for high-treafon to an ignominious 
death, was indebted to him for his pardon; 
an aft of clemency ill requited by the depo- 
fition and murder of his beneiaftor *. 

The nunnery, called Viefnovitfkoi, was 
founded' in 1393 by Eudoxia, wife of the 
great-duke Dmitri Ivanovitch Donfki. The 
abbefs politely accompanied us over the con- 
vent, and pointed out every objedt in the leaft 
degree worthy of attention. She firft con- 
duced us to the principal chapeU which 
contained the tombs of feveral tzarinas and 
princeffes <^ the Imperial family. The tombs 
are a kind of ftone-cofHns laid on the floor, 
and ranged in rows very near each other : 
ibme were inclofcd with brafs, and others 
with irop balluftrades, but the greateft num- 
ber had no diflindtion of this fort. Each fe- 
pulchre was covered with a pall of crimfon 
or black velvet, ornamented with au embroi- 
dered crofs in the middle, and edged with a 
border of gold and filver lace : over thefe, on 
great feftivals, are laid other coverings of gold 
and filver tiflue, richly ftudded witli pearls 

♦ See Chap, VIL 

D d 3 and 
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4nd precious ftones. The foundiefs of the 
convent is a faints and is buried under the 
altar. The abbefs very obligingly prefented 
me widi a MS. Ruilian account of the prin- 
ceflcs, who are interred in the church. Af- 
ter we had fully examined thefe repofitories of 
the dead, and furveyed the rich veftments of 
the priefts, and the figures of various feints 
painted on the walls, the abbefs invited us 
into her apartments, She led the way, and 
at the top of the flairs, as we enterecl the anti- 
chamber, flruck the floor two or three blows 
with her ivory-handled cane ; when 4 chorus 
of about twenty nuns received us with hymnS| 
%hich they continued finging as long as we 
ftaid : the melody was not unpleafiqg. In an 
adjoining room tea was fcrved to the company, 
and a table was plentifully fpread with pickled 
herrings, flices of falt-fifh, cheefe, bread, 
butter, and cakes; champagne and liqueurs 
were prefented by the abbefs herfelf. After 
we had partaken of thefe refrefhments, we 
attended the abbefs through the apartments 
of the nuns ; many of whom were employed 
in embroidering facerdotal habits for the arch- 
bifliop of Mofcow; and we then took our 
leave. 

The 
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The nans wore a long robe of black ftufiv 
black veils> black forehead-cbth| and black 
wrappers under the chin. The abbefs was 
diftinguifhcd by a robe of black filk. The 
nuns are totally prohibited from meat, living 
chiefly upon fifb, ^g^t ^uid i^getables* la 
other re4>eds the order is not rigid; and 
they are allowed to pay occafional viiits in 
the town* 

I have already had occaiion to mentbn 
the great number of churches contained in 
this city. The Kremlin Ls not without its 
(hares in a finall compafs I counted eight 
almoft contiguous to each other. Two of 
thefe churches, that of St, Michael, and that 
of the Aflumption of the Virgin Mary, arc 
remarkable; the one for being the place 
where the fovereigns of RufGa were formerly 
interred ; and the other where they are crowned* 
Thefe edifices are in the feme ftyle of archi-* 
tedurej and w6re probably confbrudled by 
Solarius of Milan, who built the walls of 
the Krenolin, ..Though the architect was 
obliged to conform his plan to the tafle of 
ecclefiafliUl buildings which prevailed at that 
time in Ruflia ; yet tfieir exterior form is not 
abfolutely inelegant, although it is an oblong 
D d 4 fquare. 
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Tquarey and much too high in pcopoctiois 
to the breadth. 

in the cathedral of St* Michad I viewed 
the tombs of the Ruilian foYereigns.. The 
bodies are not^ as with us, depofited in vaults* 
or beneath the pavement, but are entombed 
in raiied fepulchres, moiUy of brick, in the 
ihape of a coffin, and about two feet in 
height. ^Vhen I vifited the cathedral, thtf 
moft antient were covered \idth palls of red 
cloth, others of red velvet, and that of 
Peter II. with gold tifiue*, bordered with 
iilver fringe and ermine. Each tomb has 
at its lower extremity a fmall filver plate^ 
upon which is engraved the name of the 
deceafed fovereiirn, and the a^ra of his 
death. 

r^rom the time that Moltow became the 
Imperial refidence to the clofe of the Lift 
centur)-, all the tzars have been interred 
in this cathedral ; excepting Boris Godunof, 
whole remains are depofited in the convent 
of the Holy Trinity -f-; the tzar under the 

* Upon ^reat fcftivals all the itpLilchrcs are covered 
v.'ith rich jiaiis of gold or filvcr brocade, ftudJed with 

pearl <^ and jewels, 
-t ■'^•-'- Chun. VI. 

; tunic 



name of Demetrius *, who was deflxoyed in 
a tumult; and Vaffili Shuifki, who died in 
captivity at Warlaw* 

The tomb of Ivan Vaffilievitch I. who 
may juftly be efteemed the founder of the 
RufiiaA greathefs^ claimed my principal at* 
tention. At his acceflion to thjs throne in 
14629 Ruflia formed a collection of petty 
principalities engaged in perpetual wars with 
each other, fome of them nominally fubjed 
to the gteat-duke of Mofcow, and aU of 
them> together with that monarch - himfelf^ 
tributary to the Tartars -|*. Ivan, in the 
courie of a profperous reign of above forty 
years, gave a new afpeft to the Ru(!ian 
^ifiairs : he anilexed to his dominions the 
ducl}ie$ of Tver and other neighbouring prin- 

* See Chap. ViL 

t The fervitude of the great-duke will beft appear from 
the following circumftances, recorded by Cromer the Polifli 
hiftorian. ^ Whenever the Tartar embafladors were fent 
*' to Mpfcow in order to colledl the accuftomed tribut^ 
" the great-duke ufed to meet them, and offer, as a mark 
" of his refpeft, a cup of mare's milk ; and if ^ drop 
^< chanced to fall upon the mane of the horfe on which 
^ the Tartar embaflador was fitting, he. would himfelf lick 
' f* it up. When they reached the hall of audience, the 
^^ embaffadors read the khan's letter feated upon a carpet 
^' of die choiceft furs, while the great-duke with his no- 
« bles knelt, and liftened in rcfpeitful filcnce." Cromer, 
L. 29. p. 6^,7. 

cipalities -, 
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Cip^tksi fubdiied Novogorod; ftnd^ whtt 
Was ftill more glorious and beneficial^ h« 
rcfcued this country from the Tartar fokti 
fcnd refufed the payment of the ignominious 
tribute, which for above a century, had been 
cxadted from his predece0brs. He had no 
ibcHier delivered Ruflia froni this dependence^ 
than his alliance was courted by many Euro^ 
pean fovereigns ; and during hia re^gn Moicow 
favr, for the firft time^ embaflMors from the 
emperor of Germany, the pope, the grand-r 
figilbr, the kings of Poland and EHenmark, 
^d from the republic of Venice, 

The talents of this able monarch Vfert not 
confined to military atchievements : Rufllia 
was indebted to him for the improvement 
of her commerce, and for opening a more 
ready communication with the European na- 
tions. Under his aufpices, the knowledge 
of gunpowder and (he art of cafting cannon 
were firft brought into Ruflia by Ariftotk 
of Bologna * : he employed the fame artift -f^^ 
as well as other foreigners, to recoin the Ruf^ 
fian money, which had hitherto been dif- 
figured by Tartar infcriptions; he engaged, 
at a vaft expence, Italian artifts to enclofe 

* Bachmeifter's Eflai fur la Bib, de PetcrC p, 28, 
t Poffevinus, 

the 
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the Kremlins of Mofcow and Novogorod 
V^ith walls of brick, and to erefl: fevcral 
churches ^nd other public ftrudhires with 
the iame materials ♦. For his various civil 
ftnd military fervices he dcfervedly acquired 
the name of the Great. He is defcribed 
gs a perfon of gigantic ftatur? and ferocious 
afpe<3:. His manners and deportment, ftrong-* 
\y infcdled with the barbarifm gf his age and 
country, were fomewhat foftened and polifhed 
by the example of his iecond wife Sophia -f* 5 
? Grecian princefs of confununate beauty and 
winning address ; who to all the fofter graces 
pf her fex added a vigorous and maqly ^ii-itj 

* A vaft effort in ihofe barbarous times, and which de- 
fervcs to be mentioned, becaijfe at his acceffion to the throne 
^moft all the buildings of Mofcow were of wood. 

f Sophia, was daughter of Thomas PaI«dogus, brother 
of Conftantine the laft Grecian emperor, who loft his life 
when Conftantinople w^s taken by the Turks in 1453* 
Soon after that event Sophia repaired to Rome with her 
father, where they lived under the prote£lion of the pope. 
The latter is faid to have negociated her marriage with die 
great'duke, and even to have beftowed her pordon, i^ 
jbopes of procuring, dirough her influence^ great advantages 
%o the Roman catholic religion in Ruffia. But thefe hopes 
were fruftrated; for Sophia, immediately upon her mar* 
fiage, in 1482, embraced the Greek religion. She en- 
couraged her hufband in ihaking off the Tartar yoke; 
3nd probably affifted him in procuring the ableft archite6U 
from Italy. See Herberftein, in Ren MoC Copmu p. /• 
^fo f au. Jovit De Leg. Mol^— Jbid. p. 129, 

and 
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and who, whik fhe infufed into her hufb^nd 
a tafte for the arts of peace, animated him 
to thofe glorious enterprizes which tended to 
the aggrandizenient of his country. 

Ivan the Great died in* 1505, in the 67th 
year of his age : on each fide of his remains 
are depofited thofe of his father Vaffili Vaf- 
filievitch, fumamed The Blind * ; and of his 
fon Vaffili Ivanovitch, who fucceeded him in 
the throne> and expired in 1533. 

In a fmall chapel adjoining to thefe tombs, 
is the fepulchre of Ivan Vaffilievitch IL -f* 
ion and fucceffor of Vaffili Ivanovitch. This 
fovereign is branded by many writers with 
the name of tyrant^ and reprefented as the 
moft odious monfter that ever difgraced hu- 
man nature. In delineating, however, his 
general character, they arc fometimcs guilty 
of falfehood J, and oi'tcn of exaggeration ; 

and 

* He received the appellation of the Bh'nd, becaufe his 
eyes had been put out by order of his up.clc, who, having 
formerly dcpofed him, pradlifed this cruel expedient in 
order to difqualify him from rc-afccnding the throne. He 
w'as afterwards, however, rcinftated in the fovereignty by 
the affection of bis Uibjecls. 

f Called, by the Englifli writers, John Bafilovitz. 

X Thus Tome writers afiert, that when he walked out, 
or made a progrcfs througii his dominions, if he met any 
one whofc mien difpleafed him, he would order his head to 
be llruck ofFj or do it himfeir*. 

Others 
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and feem totally to forget many great qua- 
lities which he certainly poflefled. Though 
we fhould not give implicit credit to many 
idle reports which are related of his favage- 
nefs and inhumanity ; yet it would be equally 
as abfurd, and contrary to hiftorical evidence^ 
to deny or attempt to apologife for many 
cruelties* adlually committed by this mo- 
narch, who, no more than Peter the Great, 
reckoned clemency among the number of his 
virtues* 

Others as abfurdly relate, that he would order bears to 
be let loofe upon a crowd of people aflembled in th^ ftreets 
of Mofcow, and diverted hirofclf with the cries and agonies 
of the perfons devoured by thofe ferocious animals. 

Olearius informs us, that Ivan wantonly commanded the 
eyes of the archited, who built the church of the Holy 
Trinity at Mofcow, to be put out, that he might never 
conftruft any building of fuperior beauty. 

Thefe incredible tales confute themfelves ; but the fol- 
lowing charge we are able to contradift from our own 
hiftory. Ivan is iaid to have ordered the hat of the 
Englifh cmbaflador, Sir Jerome 3owes, to be nailed to his 
head, becaufe he refufed to take it off in the tzar's pre- 
fence. 

This report was occafioned by the exaggerated account 
pf a mifunderftanding between the tzar and Sir JeroiQp 
Bowes, which is related in the embailador's difpatche^ 
Haclduyt's Colle£lion of Voyages, v. I. p. 4,60, &c. 

* Inflances of which the reader will find in the 6tii 
iChap. of this Book, and the 2d pf Boojc I\^ 
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But while we regard the ferocity and im^ 
placability of his temper widl abhorrence j 
we cannot refiiie the tribute of admiratioa 
to his political character. He raiied the 
fuper{lru£hir<i of the Rufiikn grandeuTy of 
which his grandfather had laid the fbun« 
dation* Inftead of a defultory militia^ col-« 
hQcd in hafbt and always impatient ta 
difband, he inftituted a flanding amiy; he 
abolifhed the ufe of the. bow, hitherto tha 
principal weapon among the Ruffians j he 
trained them to fire-arms^ and accuflcxned 
them to a more regular difcipline* By 
means of this formidable body, he extended 
his dominions on all fides; conquered the 
kingdoms of Cafan and Aftracan; and ren- 
dered the Ruffian name refpedtable to the 
diflant powers of Europe. He gave to his 
fubjedts the fii-fl code of written laws ; he 
invited foreign artifts * to Mofcow; he in- 
troduced printing into Ruflia; he promoted 
commerce, and regulated the duties of export 

♦ Above three hundred artifts of all profeffions, namely^ 
painters, fculptors, architefb, watch-makers^ caftcrs o^ 
bells, miners, armourers, ftationers, mafons, &c. have al- 
ready arrived at Lubec in their way to Mofcow, but were 
prevented from proceeding by the intrigues of the inhabi- 
tants of Lubec, and the natives of Livonia« See Bach« 
meifter's Eilai fur la Bib* &c« p« 32* 

and 
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and import ) he permitted Engliih mcrchantfii 
to efbbliih £idorie$ within his. dominions; 
^nd, with a liberality not always pra^ife4 
by more enlightened ibvereigns, granted to 
them the frep ^eircife of their religion 1 hf 
had even formed the de(i^, which deat^ 
alone prevented, of inftituting variQus femi-r 
naries for the cultivation of the Lfatin an4 
German languages. In a word, he may 
£urly be efleemed one of thofe fbvereigns, 
who have greatly contributed to improve and 
civilife their fubjeds. 

Ivan Vaflilievitch 11. died m 1584, in m 
agony of grief at the death of his eldeft ibqi 
Ivan, whoie remains are placed contiguous 
to thofe of his £ither. Hiflorians have i^- 
corded, that this priqce received his ^th, 
from the perfon to whom he was indebted 
for his life, by an unfi:>rtunate blow upon hid 
temple. The enemies of the tzar have not 
&iled to impute this mielancholy cataftrophe 
to defign; while his apologifts have no le^b 
ftrenuoufly laboured to reprefent it as merely 
accidental. Upon weighing thefe difcordant 
accounts with impartially ^ it appears, th$ut 
the blow was either cafual, or, if defigned tv 
chaftife, certainly not intended to be £ital. 

Feodor, the iecond fon and fucceflbr of 

Ivaa Vaffilievitch 11. is interred in the &me 

7 chapel; 
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AofiSribiu ineapackjr* as'to te a OMtejAinta^fr 
ef fovetejgntjr* aadieirtiRly onder dte'^Kitdiafr 
nf his brodier-iii-law Boris Godtbof. -FmdiBr 
ticefufed' the throne in z^SijI^.iindclnH^ 
1598': in him ended tfife male line dMdbe 1^ 
ttmgpB of the hottfe of RuricA ^-^firndtf 
who had fetgned tiver Ruffia fer '). ^eriad eJF 
inore.than finren cefttiiiie8«* 

Amonfi; the tombs in this diudit ilie nidff 
temarkabk is that ifrfuch . contsins ihe bod^ 
of a child, furootira by die Ruffians Cp havd 
been the thirdfien of Ivab V^ffilievitch II. 
trhols ikid to hfl(?e been ^S^ffinatt^t Vj^its^ 
in the ninth ^tar cflus age, bylbrder of Boris 
Godunof. This tomb, vHntii is more diftin* 
guifhed than thofc of the Ruffian fevereigns^ 
is of brafs and highly ornamented. The 
child is claffed among the faints of the Ruf* 
fian calendar; and, according to the legends 
of the church, his body is faid to have per- 
formed miracles, and is believed by the cre- 
dulous to rcnaain uncorrupted. The top rf 
the fepulchre is frequently uncovered, and, 
during divine fcrviCe on the feftival of St: 
Alexander Nevfki, I obfcrvcd feveral Ruflians 

« Unlds Demetrius wa6 the real fon of hrm VaS* 
lievitch JL ■ - . 

JIfiffing 
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kiflihg the infide with great marks of devo- 
tion. The hiftory of the aflaflination at 
Vglitz, and the adventures of the real or 
pretended Demetriusj who filled the throne 
for a fhort time> require a feparate narra- 
tive; 

The fovereigns of the houfe of Ronunof 
are interred in the body of the church : their 
tombs are placed on each fide between the 
mafly pillars, which fuppof t the roof. 

The firft oS this illujftrious line is Michael 
Feodorovitch 1 whofe cledtioil in 161 3 put a 
final period to a long feene of civil bloodfhed> 
and reftored tranquilli^ to his difirafted coun^ 
try. He owed his elevation to his high rank 
and princely defcenti but more particularly 
to the virtues^ abiUtieSi and popularity of 
his father Philaretes; A body of Ruffian 
nobles having tendered the crown to Ladiflaus 
prince of Poland; that prince had adlually 
affumed the title of tzar^ and eflablifhed a 
garrifon at Mofcow : foon afterwards a power- 
ful party, averfe to the government of a 
foreigner, expelled the Poles from the capital ; 
and unanimoufly advanced Michael to the 
throne, though at that time fcarcely feven*- 
teen years of age* It is fingular, that he 
was raUed to this high ftation, not only with- 
out his knowledge^ but even in repugnance 

Vol L £« to 
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to his own inclination. When the depu- 
ties fixnn Mofcow arrived at Co(lroma» where 
he at that time refided with his mother, and 
acquainted him with his eledtion; Michael, 
recolle6ting the dreadful cataftrophe)^ which 
had befallen all the tzars fince the ddmke of 
Feoder Ivanovitch, and reflcding on the pre- 
fent diftradled fkte of Ruffia, burft into tears ; 
and declined a crown, which feemed to entail 
deftruftion upon thofe who had ventured to 
Wear it*. Overcome, however, by the im- 
portunities of the deputies, and partly dazzled 
•with the fplendour of royalty, Michael at 
•length yielded to the wifhes of his country ; 
and repairing without delay to Mofcow, was 
crowned with the ufual folemnities. Though 
he afcended the throne with reluctance, he 
filled it with dignity : and found a protedHon 
from thofe difafters which overwhelmed his 
immediate predeceflbrs, in his own difcretion, 
in the wife counfels of his fether, and in the 
afFcdion of his fubjed:s. Michael died in 
1645, after a profperous reign of 23 years. 

Alexey Michaelovitch his fon, whofe a/hes 
lie contiguous to his remains, is chiefly known 
by foreigners as the father of Peter the Great ; 
but he deferves likewife our attention for his 

♦ See Bufching's Account of the Ekaion of MichaeU 
Hlft. M. XL p. 403. 

4 - 'Own 
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own public virtues, and for a variety of .falfx- 
tary inftitutions. He revifed, amen(ded> apd 
new-modelled the code of laws cpnipiled ]}y 
Ivan V:affilievitch II. ; he introduced a more 
regular' difcipjine intp the army; aiid in- 
vited* foreign officers into :his fcrvice ; he 
procured from Amfterdam feveral fhip-build^i-s^ 
whom he employed in conftrudting veff^ls -fpr 
the. navigation of the Cafpian Sea : in a .word^ 
,he traced. the great outlines of many of thqfe 
regulations, which were afterwards ipiprotv^ 
and enlarged by the vaft genius pf his foil 
Peter the Great. Alex^y deceafed in i6j6f 
in the 32d year of/ his reign^. and the. 49th. ^f 
his agew 

Oppofite to the fepulchre of Akxty .^re 
thole of his fons Feodor arid Ivari : Feodor, 
who fucceeded his father in the throne ,jbas 
been defcribed by Voltaire and others as a 
.prince who pofiefled a vigorous mind in a 
weak frame: and whofe adminiflration wa8 
dignified with many ufeful and glorious re- 
gulations. The truth is, that incapacity, no 
lefs than ill-health, difqualified him from 
conducing the affairs of government; that 

♦ Mayerberg fays, among the foreign officers in di9 
fervice of Alexey Michaelovitch, were two generals, two 
field marihals, more than an hundred colonds^ jpnajorS| 
captains, lieutenants, and eilfigns in propordon. 

E e 2 he 
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he actually refigncd himfelf to the diredioili 
of his fiftef Sophia; and that all the bene- 
ficial adts of his adminiftration /muft be 
afcribed to her influence, and to the abilities 
of his prime minifter the great Galitzin. 
Feodor, after a (hort reign of fix years, funk 
in 1682 under the diforders which. had long 
preyed upon his frame- 
Ivan, fecond brother of Feodor, and right- 
ful heir of the throne, was fo debilitated by 
epileptic fits, both in body and ^mind ♦, that 
he was at firft excluded fi-om the fuccefllon 
as incapable of difcharging the fimdions of 
government; but being afterwards recognized 
as joint-fovereign with his half-brother Peter 
the Great, he was confidered merely as a 
puppet, held up to fatisfy the multitude, 
and to fecure to his adherents, a {hare in 

* Schleiffing, who was at Mofcow during the admi- 
niftration of Sophia, thus defcribes the perfon of Ivan. 
" Ivan Alexey, the eldeft tzar, is ill-formed by nature, 
*' infomuch that he can neither rightly fee, read, or fpeak. 
*^ He always wears a piece of green filk before his eyes, in 
*' order to prevent the upper part of his face from being 
*' fcen on account of its deformity. But he is very pious 
" and devout j and as, on account of his weak conftitu- 
** tion, he cannot hunt, or take any violent exercife, he is 
*' the more conftant in his attendance at church, and never 
" mifies a proceflion. He is (hort in his perfon, very thin, 
" and is now 30 years of age,** 

7 the 



r. 3* MOSCOW. 421 

!ic admlniftration of aflairs. He was al- 
iwed to continue this ftate-pageant during 
le remainder of his life; and his death, 
^hich happened in 1698, Nvas fcarcely per- 
eived by his fubjedts, and not known to the 
ift of Europe, except by the omiflion of 
is name in the public afts. 

The fovereigns fubfequent to Ivan arc in- 
jrred at Peteriburg, excepting Peter !!• 
rhofe afhes repofe in this cathedral. This 
lonarch, the fon of the unfortunate Tzaro- 
itch. Alexey, was bom in 171 5, fucceeded 
I J 727 Catharine I. and died in 1730 of 
le fmall-pox in this city, on the very day 
rhich had been appointed for his marriage 
rith the princcfs Dolgorucki, His death 
^as occafioned by the ignorance of the phyfi* 
ians, who treated his diforder as a malig- 
ant fever, Peter II. acquired great popu- 
.rity by fixing, during the latter part of his 
lort reign, his imperial refidence at Mofcbw, 
le was regretted as the grandfon of Peter the 
Jreat, and as the perfon in whom the male 
ne of the houfe of Romaaof became ex- 
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The Ad; for the EfkblKhment of the Per- 
mancnt Coundl", by the Diet of ijj^t 
is thus worded* 

SINCE the former exiftence of die council ad Iatui> 
noflrum in the republic is proved from the anttcnt 
conftitutions which mention it, and nominally from dis 
fixth article in the confirmation of king Stephen, as well 
as from the conftitutions * of 1576, 1590, 1607, i^4l» 
1669, 1677, and of 1678: We therefore eftabliiha na^ 
tional council, ad latus mftrumj compoied of the three or** 
ders, namely, of us the king, die fenate, and of the equci^ 
trian ordery to a£l in the manner prefcribed as foUows* 

A&TICLB I« 

Arrangement of the Permanent Council. 

I. This council (ball bear die tide of Supreme Perma* 
nent Council. It fhall be compofed of the three eftates 
of the republic, namely, of the king, the fenate, and the 
equeftrian order, which (hall be for ever infeparable, ex* 
cepting during an interregnum, or in the kill's abfence^ 
for which a provifion is hereafter made. 

* The lawf of Poland ire called conftitutionty and art denominated 
coBftitudont of ^576, ^5901 Uo. a» pafled in tbe dSeU which aftmblecl 
ia thoft yearit 

E c 4 The 
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The firft eftate, the king, as chief of the nation, is nevep 
changed ; but the other t^o eftates fhall be elected, every 
two years, at the ordinary diet, by the majority of f^cret 
voteS) in the following manner. 

1. All fenators and minifters are candidates of courie, 
but the members of the equeftrian order fhall addret^; themr* 
felves to the marfbal of the laft diet ; and, in cafe of hi$ 
death or abfence, to the firft nuntio of the province from 
which the marfhal was taken, three days before the diet^ 
either in perfon, or by memorials figned by themfclves, and 
fealed with their own coats of arms^ 

2. The marfhal of the diet being elefted, and all thq 
ceremonies in the chamber of the nuntlos being properly 
performed, after the jundion of the two hpufes according 
to the conftitutibn of 1768, the lifts of the candidates fhaU 
be read ; that of the fenators and minifters by one of the 
principal fecretaries ; and that of the candidates of the 
equeftrian order by the fecretary of the diet. No perfon 
fliall be excluded from being a c^didate, who can prove 
that he pofTefles the neceflary conditions and qualifications^ 
fuch as arc hereafter defcribed. And if anv perfon fo qualified 
is oinittedj the great fecretaries fhall be anfwerable to *the 
fame diet for the omilTion of fenators and minifters, and the 
marfhal of the diet for that of the members of the equeftrian 
order j and if they arc convidcd of having defignedly been 
guilty of the omiflion, they fhall be deprived of their 
charges. 

3. A printed lift of the candidates fhall, the fame day, 
be given to each member of the diet to be taken into con- 
fideration. 

4. The cnfuing day each member of the diet fhall fc^ 
cretly mark the names of as many perfons in the printed 
lift as are necefTary to fill the permanent council. This 
ceremony fhall be performed in a corner of the fenate- 

houfc^ 
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heufe. The fenators invited by the great marfhals, or, iq 
their abfcnce, by thofe who perform the office of marfhals, 
and the nuntios fummoned by the marihal of the diet, (hall 
receive from the fecretaries the printed lift of the cancK<r 
dates, ftamped with the arms of the republic, fimilar to 
that which was diftributed the preceding day. With thefe 
lifts they (hall repair in order, one after the other, to a 
(mail table furrounded with curtains, upon which table they 
(hall fecretly draw a line under the names of the perfons • 
whom they favour ; and every one (hall put his lift into a 
vafe ftanding upon a table in the corner of the hall, which 
vafe (hall be previoufly opened in the fenate-houfe by the 
mar(hal who is firft in rank, in order to (hew that it is 
empty. The vafe (hall be provided with three different 
locks, the keys whereof (hall be g^ven, one to his majefty^ 
a fecond to the great mar(hal, or to him who (lands in his 
place ; and a third to the mar(hal of the diet At the fame 
time nine deputies (hall be chofen, three from the fenate by 
the king, and fix by the marihal of the diet from the 
equeftrian order. As foon as all the lifts have been deli- 
vered, thefe deputies, being fwom, (hall bring the vafe into 
the middle of the fenate-houfe, and having, in the face of 
the whole aiTembly, opened it with the three keys, (hall 
compare the number of lifts with the members of the diet 
who are prefent, count the fuftirages, and the iirft in rank 
among the deputies (hall openly proclaim the names of tho(e 
who have the majority. 

5. Each elector muft underline in the printed lift fo 
many, and fuch perfons as are required; that is, among 
the perfons eledled (ball be the third of the members in the 
late permanent council, to the number of twelve, namely, 
fix from the fenate and miniftry, and as many from the 
equeftrian order, equally chofen from each province. All 
the lifts, in which this rule is not obferved, and in which 
fhere are more or lefs perfons nominated than the neceflary 

number^ 
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number, ifaall be confidered as ittiU, and be r^eS^ b]^ die 
deputies. 

6. Thofe who have the plurality of. fufFrages fluU: be ad<-^ 
milted'into the council j and it is only in cafe of an equal 
number of votes for any candidate or candidates) that the 
lung (hall 'have the cafting voice. 

The neceflary qualification^, which entitle a member of 
the equeftrian order to become a candidate for a feat in the 
council, are to have belonged to any of the four jurifdi<%on6 
of- die republic (of the marlhal, of war, of the afTeflbrium *, 
and of the treafury)^ to have been deputy in any tribunal^, 
nuntio of the diet, or minifter to a foreign court* Thofe 
who ihail be ele(S);ed during, the diet,. before they enter upon 
theu: office (hall take the foUovang oath. 

^* I do fwear, in the name of the Almighty, that I will 
^ be faithful to you Startiilaus Auguftus, my gracious 
^ mafter, and to the republic of Poland^ that, in the txcr-* 
<^ cife of my office as counfellor of the permanent council, 
^ I wiU execute with zeal all which the laws relative to the 
*^ permanent council ordain 5 that I will not fuffer myfelf 
*^ to be furprifcd either by prefents or menaces ; that in 
•^ giving my advice I will not be biaffcd by any perfon, but 
*' will a6t in obedience to the laws, and in conformity to 
" juftice will confult the good of my country ; that if I fee 
** or know any thing which may be either fcrviceable or 
*' detrimental to my country, I will faithfully acquaint his 
** majefty, my moft gracious mafter, and his permanent 
^' council, and will give my fuffrage in the manner I think 
<' moft likely to prevent the evil. I will not reveal the fe-» 
<* crets which may be entrufted to me by his majefty and 
** his council. And fo help me God/' 

♦ Court of Juftice, having cognisance within a certain diftanc* of 
the fovercign's place of refidence. See p. 14^ note f . 

The 
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The council (hall be compofed of the fbUowihg' petw> 
fonsr: 

r. The king as chief and prefident* 

2; Three bifhops, among ^om die primate of his otMl^ 
right fhall prefide during two years, but'fllall have no'ftaT 
the two following years. 

3. Nine lay-fenators ; two of whom may be defied 
cither from the minifters or fenators. 

4. Four fix}m the miniftry of the republic, namdy, one 
from each department ; of thefe eighteen members of the 
fenate, fix muft be taken from each of the difee ^ pro«> 
vinces. 

5. The marflial of the equeftrian order, and, in cafe' of 
his deadi or abfence, the iirft counfcllor of the equeftriaii' 
order, according to the turn of the provii^cieif. 

6. Eighteen counfellors of the eq\|eftrian order, vx^ 
eluding the marfhal. 

7. The fecretary of the permanent council fhall bc^ 
€iii&ti, from the Referendaries f, and national notaries^ 
&c. 

OF TBE PENSION St 

The primate, bi^ops, and minifter^ enjo)ring very cim^ 
fiilerable revenues derived from their charges^ fliaU Ittve no 
penfioAS. Lay^fenaiors of the .crown, and of Lithuania) 
^all annually receive esich 14,000 florins {) »«;^* 388. 18/. 
The marihal of the equeftrian order, as member of the 
perhianent council, 30,000 florins, a» i^^^ZV ^^* ^^\ 

^ GiWit Poland, tittle Foland, and Lithuania^ 

f « Rderendariet are a kind of maftert of Requeftfi whofe office 
<< is to receive petitions made to the king, add to give his majefty^a 
♦« anfwer x they have a place in any of the king's courts of jiiilicc." 
Connor*s Poland, v. II. p. 77. 

I 3^ Polifli florins as a pound fterling, 

an(^ 
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, ^d, during his rcfidence at W^w, (hall be allowed a 

! guard of fifteen men, with an officer, from the army of the 

crown. Each counfellor fhall have 14,000 florins per an- 
num, = £'3^^* 1 8 J. The fecretary of the counp] 
fl)all repeive the (ame fum^ 



; Explanation of the duties and prerogatives 

j of the perfons who conipofe the Permanent 

Council^ 

' |Iis majefty the king our moft gracious mafter, as chief 

\ of the nation, and the firft eftate, reprefenting the majefty 

of the republic,, fliall, accor^in^ to ufual pra£Uce, convoke 
by circular letters, and at ^e time prefcribed by the laws^ 
the ordinary diets ; he muft always confult the permanent 
council upon the matters to be laid l^efbre thofe aflemblies, 
, in the fame manner as he before tool^ the advice of die 

I fenate, which from henceforth fhall no more be convened. 

His majefty fhall in like manner fummon the extraordinary 
diets, either of his own accord, o;- at the iqftance of the 
permanent council, which the king cannot refufe if the ma- 
jority demand it. All the laws and conftitutions of the 
diet, decrees, privileges, and public acts, fhall be jfTued in 
the name of the king, as it h:is been hitherto pra£lifed. He 
fhall fign all the difpatches pafTcd by order of the council, 
not huving it in his power to put a negative upon them, if 
they are carried by a rnajority. Ke fhall give public audi- 
ence to cmbaflaJors and foreign minifters, to envoys or re- " 
fidents, (hall treat with them, but cannot conclude >vithout 
communicating tiic whole to the council, and following the 
advice of the majority. 

The king, on his part, cedes the following royal prero- 
gatives ; 

I. For 
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1. For the elcftion of bifliops, palatines, caftellans, aiid 
minifters, the council (hall nominate by ballot three candi- 
dates, one of whom the king (ball appoint to the vacant df« 
fice*. 

a. The power of appointing to all other ecclefiaftical 
and civil offices fhall continue, without any diminution, 
vefted in the king, excepting the commiffioners of war, of 
the tfeafury, thofe in the department of the marihal, and in 
the aiTeflbrium regni : all thefe commiflioners were before 
accuftomed to be named by him in the internals between 
the diets ; but his majefty now confents, that from hence- 
forth the council fhall elefl: three candidates, to be pre- 
fented in the lame manner as in the laft-mentioned artids 
relative to the nomination of the fenators and minifters. 

3. With refpeft to military ranks, his majefty fliall ap- 
point the captains in the Polifb companies, and the officers 
of the four companies, which are upon the Polifli footing 
and bear his name. Excepting thefe, all other military 
promotions fliall be conferred according to feniority. Ne- 
verthelefs, his majefty may propofe candidates for military 
promotion, chofen among the young officers in the national 
fervice, to be fecretly ballotted for with that perfon who has 
the right of feniority ; provided, at the fame time, the great 
general deKvers to his majefty his recommendation in wri- 
ting, with his reafons for the £tid recommendation* 

4. His majefty renounces the right to difpofe of the 
royal demefnes and ftarofties, with this claufe, that the pro- 
prietors of both fexes be continued during their lives in 
pofleffion of the faid eftates, which, from this prefent time^ 
ihall never be granted to any perfon whatfoever, under the 
appearance of recompence or any other pretext ; but they 
fliall be employed for the public good, to the great advan- 
tage of the country, and with the confent of die king. 

* The king had before the fole difpofal of thefe offices. See p. 15. 

5. Four 
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i 5* four regiments of guards (ball be reftored to th 

] commaRd of the gre^t general, as in the time of Augui 

I !tus III. 'that is, while they preferve the name and raok c 

1 guards, they do not bind themfelves by any new oath ; ap 

j -with this difference, that whereas formerly the great gene 

tab poiTefled alone the military power in their hands, a 
.^refent they (bare that power with the committee; whici 
committee, as, well as the great generals, depend,. in virtyi 
of the prcfent law, upon the permanent council. In re 
turn, the king iball receive an annual fum ijjff cient to kee] 
I m pay two thouGuid troops, who iball depend folely upoi 

his majefty ; bi^t this fum /hall ,not be included in the ad- 
^tional revenues granted to his majefty, in compenfatioi 
for thoTe loft by the difinemberment of tbe provinces. 

6. Reciprocally, the republic ftipulates on its part, onc< 
for all, that all the other royal prerogatives (thple excepts 
which the king has gracioufly pl^i&d to renounce) (hal 
leoiain in full force, and be for ever inviolate* 



THE PRIMATE. 

The pi imatc, during his office *, mufl: attend the pcr^ 
manent council at leaft fix months in the year. The an- 
tient laws, which fccure tlie prerogatives of the primate 
during tlic interregnum, remaining in force, he fliall f prc- 
fide in tlic council, even ihould it not be his turn for fitting 
in the council. During the interregnum, the permanent 
council, keeping its power and autliority, Ihall maintain, in 
the ufual forms, the tribunals, and all the jurifdiitions oi 
the republic, according to die conftitution of 1768, in all 
things not contradicted by this new arrangement. The 
primate, during the two years of his function, figns bis 

• That is, during the two years in which lie fits in the council. 
f Namely, as vic-roy during the interregnum. 

nami 
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nameafter the king to all the a£b of the permanent coun- 
cil ; and, in cafe of the king's abfence, or during on imer- 
regnum, he has two * votes, in order to decide in cafe of 
equality of fufFrages. In die primate's abfence, the firll: 
fcnator in rank, who is member of the council, fupplies his 
place. 



THE MARSHAL OF THE EQJUfiST.RIAN 
ORDER. 

The equeftrian ocder (ball have its marflial in die per- 
manent council, who is the firft in rank among the mem- 
bers of that order. He (hall be eleded every two years at 
the ordinary diet by fecret fufFrages, always from each 4)f 
the three provinces by rotation, according to the form pr«- 
fcribed for the eledion of the counfellors. Na4enator«or 
minifter is capable of being ele6ted marfhal unlefrhe befoffc« 
iiand refigns his charge. 

He fhall take the following oath before the (ame dle^ in 
the fame nunner as the other counfellors. 

<^ I fwear before Almi|ghty God, that I .will be fiutfaiiil 
<( to you Staniflaus Auguftus my gracious mafter, and to 
^ the republic of Poland ; that in the exercife of my o£- 
*' fice of marfhal of the pernuuient council, I will cxecuCe 
<< with zeal all which is ordained by. the Jaws eiiabliiOMd 
<* by the council ; diat in giving my.advice, and voting, J 
^ vrill take for the rule of my condud the written laws, 
*^ and the good of my country, from which I will Aevcr 
<^ fwerve, .neither induced by intreaties, promiies, friemU 
« ihip or hatred, or any other fpecies of corruption or per- 
«^ .fonal attachment whatfoever -, that I will never divulge 
^ the iecret deliberations of the council -, that I will.c^ 

* That is, I fuppofe^Qiie vote as uijial,and the. ea&iag.rott in. oft 
of equality, 

«< up 



4ii APPENDIX, N? i; 

^ up the votes, and faithfully declare the majority of fb 
^ frages. So help me Gbdi" 

The marfhal of the equeflrian order in the penhanei 
Council cannot be chofen marihal or nuntio of the ne: 
diet, nor be re-eleded marfhal of the permanent comicj 
excepting after an interval of four years; 

His office. He, as well as each of the counfellors, mi 
remohflratd kgainft the ill-execution of the lav^s, and L 
before the council thofe matters of which it has the coj 
nizance. It is the duty of the whole council to wat< 
dvef the fecurity and maintenance of the efbblifhed g< 
trernmeilt, and the prefbnt conftitution ; and the marflu 
as well as each member^ ought to have at heart the pr< 
fervation of the prerogatives of the three eflaftes ; but mo 
Jjarticularly the chancellof, who is a member of the couj 
til, and die marfhal fhall take care that the papers (hi 
be kept in order, and the infpedor of the a£b and a 
chives of the permanent council fhall depend upon the pe 
manent council in pleno. The marfhal^ as well as ea< 
counfellor, may prefent candidates for fubaltern places 
the permanent council^ who fhall be accepted, if the cou 
cil is unanimous, and, in cafe of any oppofitionj fhall 
cledled by the majority of fufFrages. The marfhal a 
chancellor fhall take care that the faid fubalterns perfoi 
their duties, recommending to the permanent council 
reward or punifh them according to their deferts. T 
marfhal diftributes the votes to the members of the equ( 
trian order, draws the balls or the billets from the vafe, 
prefence of two deputies from the fenate and two from t 
cqueftrian order, chofen by the plurality of voices, coui 
the number of fufFrages, and declares the majority. T 
feal of the pei manent council, together with the arms 
the two nations, fhall remain in the pofleffion of the fi 
among the chancellors who are members of the cOun< 

T 
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The marihal (hall fign next to the king and primate, of, kk 
tile iatter's abfence, next to die femof fenator, all die a£h 
and refolutions of the permanent council, and fhaB th# 
feme day difpatch each a<ft to ife refpeAive department. At 
the ordinary diet he (hall take his (eat at die left hand of 
the marfhal of the diet, and after his juftificadon he (hall 
depart from the afffembly, together with all the members of 
the equeftrian order in the late council. If he exceeds his 
power, the permanent council may cite him, as well as 
each counfellor, before the tribunal of the diet, according 
to the form prefcribed by law. 



THE SECRETARY OF THE COUNCIL. 

He can only give his opinion, but has no vote in the 
Council. He (hall deliver gnltis to the petitioners the refo- 
lutions and anfwers of the permanent council, and (hall 
counterflgn all the difpatches. He (hall receive ftom the 
(ecretaries of the departments (who (hall depend upon him 
as far as relates to the reports which are to be delivered) 
the reports of all that pzSes in the fittings of the different 
departments, and what is inferted in the regifters ; be (hall 
acquaint the permanent council with the contents, and (hall 
form a regifter of all the operations according to the deci- 
fion of the diet He (hall be obliged to report to the per- 
manent council every thing diat comes to his knowledge^ 
which may be either advantageous or detrimental to the 
republic. During his abfencc, the permanent council (hall 
ele£tj by a majority of fuflrages, another perfon, who (hall 
perform the dudes of his office until he returns. The 
archivift (hall be ele£ted in the permanent council by the 
majority of fufirages, in the fame manner as the above* 
mentioned fubal terns, and he (hall be informed of all by the 
fecretary. The extra£ts> as well from the archives of tbe 

Vol. I. F f permanent. 
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permanent council, as from the departments which apper^ 
tain to the council, (hall be delivered gratis. 

The fecretary fliall take. an oath, fimilar to the foregoing 
one, with, the addition of the following claufe : ^ I fwear 
*« that I willjiot entruft, or give to any perfon, the papers 
^ which are configned to me, widiout the permiffion of 
«« the council." 

The inftigators ♦ of the two nations f (their antient 
duties remaining in force) (hall depend upon the permanent 
council, and jQiall not make their appearance in it without 
l^eing fummoned. They fhall take the ufual oath, with the 
addition of the following claufe : .^ We fwear that we will 
<^ not abandon any perfbn for prayers, threats, promifes, or 
<^ perfonal confideration, nor indidl but at the inftance of 
*^ the permanent council/' 

The nomination of the (ecretaries for the departmems, 
the keeper of the archives, and fcribes (all of whoni muft 
be natives and nobles) as well as the appointment of dieir 
duties, Iball depend upon the permanent council. 



THE INTERPRETERS. 

There fliall be two for the Eaftern bnguages, and one 
for the Ruffian tongue : they {hall depend upon the perma- 
nent council, and particularly upon the department for fo- 
reign affairs. 

The members of the permanent council fliall not be ex- 
empted from appearing in the courts of juftice, &c. 

If, in criminal affairs, a counfellor incurs any puntfli- 
ment, he fliall fubmit to it according to the laws and the 
nature of the crime, without deriving any benefit from hift 
office, &c. 

♦ Officers of the crown who profccutc in cafes of high trcafon- 
t Poland and Lithuania. 

ARTICL £ 
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Article IL 

AftAANOEMBNT, D I V I 8 I O K, A N D MODS OP 

PROCBDURB in die pbkmanent council^ 

The Permanent Council is divided into five de^Kut* 
ments. 

1. For foreign afiairs^ 

2. Police. 

3. War. 
4* Juftice* 
5. Treafurjr. 

In the department for foreign affairs there fliall be only 
four members, and eight in each of the other departments^ 
amounting in all to thirtjr-iix perfons. The deiStion of 
Aefe members ihall be made by the permanent council af- 
fembled in a body, either unanimoufly, or by^a majority of 
open fuffrages. The prefenceof three perfons in each de- 
partment fhall be deemed fufficient to proceed upon bufi<* 
nefs. The mihifters * (who arc of die council) ihall pre- 
fide in the departments belonging to their reipefiive 
' charges, and if any accufation (hall be brought againft 
tfiem, diey fHall redre frotn the permanent council, not 
having a vote in fuch cafes. 

The members of each department fliall receive the me- 
morials and reports which concern their refpe£Hve depart- 
ments : having examined and madr extracts, they fliall add 
their own opinion upon each matter, and fliall then lay th« 
whole before the permanent council for its final decifion. 

In the department, when there fliall happen to be no mi^ 
nifter, the fenior fenator fliall prefide. Each prefident haS) 

* Namely, one of the great treafurers in tfie departmint of the 
irtaibrf } ODC of the great generals in that of wsti &c, 

Ffa befidc 
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befide his common vote^ a cafting voice, in cafe of aA 
equality of fulFrages. In all the departments, as well as in 
the council in plenty the loweit member in rank fhaU give 
die firft vote. 

The council fball aflemble in pUnOj as often as neceflity 
requires, in prefence of the king, when he is pleafed to be 
prefent; and in his majefty's abfcnce, the primate during 
his turn (ball prefide ; and in his abfence, the firft ienator. 

The king fhaH firft propofe whatever he diinks proper> 
and the queftion ftiall be decided, if not unanimoufly, by a 
plurality of voices. In all cafes, when the king is not pre- 
fent, the primate, or, in his abfence, the firft in rank, (hall 
have the power of propofing. Afterwards, the marfbal of 
the equeftrian order, and then each counfellor, Ihall fuccef- 
fively have the liberty of propofing. Then the fccretary of 
the council (hall read the regifters of the five department^ 
that the affairs which they treat may be finally decided by 
the permanent council in plen$^ or returned to the depart- 
ment from which it viras delivered for more exa£l informa- 
tion. When the king is not prefent in the council, the 
firft ienator and the marfhal of the equeftrian order (hal), 
iji the name of the council, make reports of the affairs in 
agitation to the king. The king, having received them, 
fliall, if he pleafcs, give his two votes in writing, which 
ftiall be as valid as if he had been prefent. If the king 
gives no vote before the next meeting, the queftion (hall be 
decided by the majority ; and, in cafe of an equality, th^ 
firft in rank who prefides in the council (hall have the caft- 
ing voice. 

If the king is abfcnt from Warfiiw with the pcrmiiHon 
of the council, the council muft repair to the place where 
he rcfides j but if his majefty quits Warfaw of his own 
accord, the cleaion of the candidates, and the diftribution 
of the charges, fhall be fufpended two months ; at the ex- 
piration of which term, one of the members of the depart* 

menc 
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ment for foreign affairs fball attend his majefly, to the end 
that a correfpondence be preferred between the king and 
the council. 

The memorials, in all public matters cognizable by the 
council, may be prefented to any member of the council, 
pr even to the fecretary j but in all private affiatirs equally 
cognizable by the CQuncil, the memorials muQ be prefented 
by thofe perfons whom they concern. The member w]\6 
prefents a memorial, having firft finned it, fhall fend it to 
the fecretary of the council^ and the latter, having ma4e 
extra(fts from it, fhall read them to the council at the next 
n>eetjng, bringing with him, however, the original to be 
examined in cafe of neccflity. But if the counfcllor, who 
fends a memorial to the fecretary, perceives it to be of fuch 
great importance as to deferve the iofpcSion of the coun- 
cil^ he fliall add after his name the following words, " This 
<' memorial ^mits i\o delay." But fhould a memorial be 
pf fuch a nature as to require fecrecy^ and to be laid befpre 
the council in die firft refort, then the'counfellor, to whom 
it has been given, fhall himfelf, without fending it to tSe 
fecretary, lay it before the council. In all queftions, if the 
members of the council are not unanimous, the firft in or- 
der, whoever he be, marftial, nunifter, or member <rf" the 
council, (hall diftribute, in the manner above-mentioned, 
the vQtes to the fenators, and the marftial of the equeftrian 
order to ^ perfons of that order, and the majority fhall be 
colleftcd wjtfi trie jreateft exadlnefe. The majority may 
be afcertaii)ed by two modes of decifion ; either by fecret, 
or by open votes, wh^n the perfon who aflents, faying, " / 
«< permlty* the fufFrages (ball be infcribcd in the regifter by 
each voter. The Turnus can never be employed in phnoy 
excepting the members of the council are fifteen in num- 
ber \ and before the turnus is ma^e ufc of, the perfon who 
Jays any propofition before the council ought to a(k the 
piembers if thejr confentj the anfwer, that they confept| or 

Ff3 filence, 
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fUence, announces unaninriity ; but if any member fliouU 
oppoTe, and demand the tumus, then diey fhaD proceed tq 
open voting. 

Each propofition may be the fiibjed of deliberation dur^ 
ing three days i but if any one member olijeds to that de^ 
lay, he may propofe to determine by ballot, whether the af« 
£iir fhall be taken into confideration, or be immediately i> 
cided. 

The tumus, once begun, (ball be continued without iiN 
terruption until the fubjed in agitation Ihall be finally decide 
cd, &c. In all queftions, the dcciHon by baUot may be 
infilled on by any one member, but it muft be ufed in the 
following points* 

I. In election of vacant offices reserved to the counciL 
2* In extraordinary expences ifliied by the treafiiry of the 
republic, not warranted by law. 

3. In matters of high treafon, ftate crimes, difturbance 
of the public tranquillity, and conventicles conlrary to 
law. 

The votes by baUot {hall be colleaed with the greateft 
precaution and fidelity, and with every mark of neceflary 
Iblemnity. For this purpofe a table flioll ftand in the mid- 
dle of the apartment, furrounded with curtains about the 
height of a man, which may be drawn and undrawn to ad- 
mit the couiifellors ; upon this table (hall be placed a \'afe, 
having two openings with infcriptions affirmatrve and ne- 
gative, ii'to which the balls fhall be put j thefe openmgs 
(hall be only big enough to admit the balls, and not to re* 
ccive the whole hand. The vafe fhall be alfo clofed with 
a lock, tlic key whereof fhall be placed upon the council 
table until all the members have given their fuflragcs, and 
the balls are to be counted. The vafe being opened, the 
marfhal miniftcr, and the marfhal of the equeftrian order, 
(hall firft hold it up and invert it to (hew that it is empty; 
after which, it ihall be fcaled by the two marfhals, and co« 

vered 
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Tcred with the curtajns. Next, the fecretary (hall diftribute 
ivory balls to all who have a vote in the council ;and every 
-member, according, to his rank, (hall approach die table, 
and, firft holding up his hand to Oiew that he has but one ball, ^ 
(hall put it into one of the openings, permttlngy or not per* 
mtting^ as he fhall think proper, and according to fiis con- 
fcience ; and in this manner he cannot ice bow the othenT 
give their votes, nor be feen himfelf. If there are many 
candidates, the fecretary (hall diftribute to each n\en»ber 
billets, all written in the fame hand, containing the name« 
andfurnames of the candidates; each member (hall then 
put into the'vafe the billet containing the ntmes and Air- 
names of the candidates v/hom he favours, and ihall burn 
the other billets, a candle being ready for that purpofe. Ii| 
cafe of equality of fuffrages, the king has the cSKng vote ; 
and, to the end that each member may folicit'the vacant 
charges in the gift of the permanent council, they may 311 
propofe themfelves, as well as recommend others, giving in 
their petition to that purpofe fn writing. The fccretBU- 
loting being finiflied, the marthal of dje e<jueftrian order, 
and the marfhal minifter, fliall break each his feal, and opei^ 
the vafe ; and then, in conjunction with the two depudbs 
from the fenate and two from the equeftn>n order,* fhall 
declare the number of balls or billets. After which, tbe 
marihal of the equeilrian order fhaU read aloud the names 
of the candidates, and the number of votes in favour of each 
candidate, and fhall declare for whom is the majority, 
l|rhich the fecretary fhall immediately regifter. 

The king has the privilege of convening an a/Tembly of 
the permanent council ; and, in his abfence, the firfl in 
rank ; neither of whom can refiife to fummon a meeting 
upon the regueft of any one member, reprefenting the ne- 
ceffity of difcuf&ng an affair of great imp<>rtance. Each 
member of the council has the liberty of delivering his opi- 
nion in a decent manner ; but whenever any afHur, relative 
to any member, is in agitation, that member fhall have no 
vote. 

Ff^ Twa 
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Two perloos of the fiune (xsuSj^ and cren of the £tam 
fixmamc, canaoc be deEbod into the coondl, at the Banc 
time, 2S me m ber s of the iaae cftarr, naaieiT, two Csators, 
or two perfons of the equcftrian order , but on^ane pcriop 
lior each eflate* 

All die decrees of the pennaxient couscS ihsll be ifioed 
in the launt of the king^withoitf any pavn;ait for the z&h 
jug of the ieal, in the fidlowing manner : <^ We the kin^ 
^ with the advice of the permauent counciL*' 

In order to prevent too freq .•ent inrerraptions, no ciem* 
. ber of the council fliall be abfent more tb^n &x moochs in 
the year, either at one or at diScrcnt intenals, but with tl«e 
confent of the pernanent council granted by the majority. 
The members who exceed their kave of obteact (hall lole 
a proportionate part of their ialary ; t^e time fliall be un- 
^rrftood of thofe who^ being at Wariaw, do not attend the 
fittings of the council ; caxepting, in both cales, peribos 
employed in odier piiUic offices^ or thofe who product 
proof of flcknels. The dedu^on of the (alaries from the 
dbfent members (ball, at the end of the year, be divided 
among thofe v.-ho have affiduoufly perfcrmed their Qnty. 

The members of the permanent council cannot be fcnt 
beyond the frontiers as minifters to foreign courts : a per- 
fon may decline being elefted a member j bur, when once 
admitted, he cannot rcfign upon any pretext. 

At each ordinary diet, when the council expires, a diird 
of the members of the laft permanent council, namely f;x 
from the fenators, and the fame number from the equef- 
trian order, (hall be continued, by biJlot, members for 
the follo'vv'ing years; and this is done to the end that 
the council may always contain perfons experienced in 
bufincfs. 

At the next ordinary diet, a particular place in the fc- 
jiate-houfc (hall be ailigncd to the council, to anfwer any 
complaints which may be brought againft it, and to receive 

a public 
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ft public tefttmony to be inferted in the conftitutions of the 
i^jet ) either ti^at die diet received no complaints againft die 
permanent council; pr Aat, haying received them, th^y 
were proved upon examination to be ill-founded'; or that, 
Jiaving acknowledged their validity, juftice was accordingly 
inflided. The f^nators and pninifteilB fn the cpuncil fhall 
fuLve dii^r ufual pl^^ces in the fenate, )n the ordinary diets, 
the counfUJors of tl^e eqiieHrjan order fhall fit next to the 
fniniilerSp Nope of the counfellors, cither fenators, mi- 
nifters, or thofe pf the equeftrian order, fliall be prefent at 
die dietineS) or at the opening of }he tribunals* f^o coun- 
fellors (ball accept any other public charges than thofe 
which appertain to their ofEce, No member of the council 
ihall oppofe the fignaturc of privileges, refolu(ions, or a£b 
decided by the majority 5 and if either the king, the fenior 
fenator, or the marfh^l, (hou|d refiife to fijgn, in that cafe, 
each member fhall fubfcribe for himfelfr and the names of 
the majority fhall render the a£l valid^ In cafe of death, 
the vacancy fhall be filled up within the fpace of ten weeks 
by ballot, in the manner above-mentioned. If the deceafed 
be a bifhpp or lay-fenator, his fuccefTor fhall be taken from 
the bifhops or lay-fcnators ; if a minifter, from the boards 
of the faid minifter's office j if a perfon of the equeflrian ' 
order, either from the candidates prefented at the lafl diet, 
^r from thofe propofed upon this occafioHf 



Article III. 

roWER, AUTHORITY, AND DUTIES OF 
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL. 

I. Widiout enjoying "the leafl authority, legiflative or 
judicial, the council orders the execution of the laws ; and 
being the center of public affiurs, as vfell foreign a$ do- 

meflic. 



"jiiefflc, Is Eouad to deterfnine according to the laws of i^ 

^Vitkni eftabliniment, 

, 3, It fliiill iffiie aiBgnmejits for the paymerit of fums re* 

ferved to the public Ueafury, and fpecificd in the genera] 

. liable of cxpeoces unprovided for in cxtraordinarj- circum- 

jflanccs ; aad the members of the council cannot, during the 

Jiolding of their office, partake of die f^d affignments, 
\^ 3. It fliall receive all projcQs beneficial to tlie fiate, de* 
^fide upon the admiiBon of thofc which are confonant ta 
Jaw, and nmft lay thofe which appear advantageous, but 
^which have not the 6n6lion of lawj before the firft diet, 
Jbr the determination of the flatcs, 
J, 4* It fliall form plans for the reformation of t}ie laws,* 

ftud Qiall prefant them before the next diet : it (hall frame 

a new code of laws, public, (civHj ajid crimi^^ob^fr- 

. ^. It ^ball ,:^ jJl^ba^Jors and minUt^ Jp fe|p^ 
^JPW*.^W^J!^ poifQijis nominated by.lhf kjnjj,.'^^^^ jg^^ 
yVianeiit council, i^l, give them the necfj^ijy ig^ro 

fxceptjng in sdl cafes referved for the diet. 

6. The j)enn»neiit counci) (halj appoint, b^ ballot, in 
.the manner above-mentioned, three c^didates for the va* 

cant charges/ excepting thofe which are in the king's gift^ 
or are chofen by the nobility in the Palatinates. 

7. It (hall take : the moft eiFe£luaI methods to prefcrve 
the alliances and treaties of the republic. 



Article IV. 

irIMITS OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIt') 
AUTHORITY. 

.The counpil has no power in all matters referred to the 
, Hates. ^embJed in diet, and can ena6t nothing contrary to 
^y liberties and prerogatives jinftly confenred. It nmft 

nof 
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not ururp to itfdf the legiflative or judicial authority, nor 
in any degree take into ^onfiders^tion thofe ^airs whofe 
-decifton. is 'referved to die diet alone* If the |:ounc^ 
Ihould exceed its power, the, members fiiaU be liable to. be 
cited and tried at the diet for bigh treafoO) and, if gujlty, to 
be punifhed according to the antient laws eftablii^^ upon 
^s article. The permanent council ifb^U reai^MH jn fuU 
authority for two yeaj^ without interruption^ even fhpuld 
pne or more extraordinary diets interfere s and at the ordir 
nary diet until a new council (haU be eleded in its ^ce^ 
^Kxording to die preicribed form : then the antient council 
Ihall lay before the diet the fituation of affiiirs, and give an 
account of its whole adminiftration. The perpoanent coun- 
cil can only ad accorxling to the laws ;in being, or carry 
the faid laws into execution* In all cafes, not expreisly 
mentioned by the laws^ the permanent council cannot de- 
cide; but in all fuch circumftancesit may prepare any pro^ 
pofals for new laws> aod publiih them in- the circular le^^a 
l^r the convoi:;ation ^f ^he idiet. 

cPepartmbnt I. Of foreign affairs in the 
Permanent Council. 

The department of foreign affairs (hall be compofed of 
four members, amongft whom (ball be one from the duchy 
of Lithuania, one of the chancellors, and two counfcUors of 
the cqueftrian order. To thefe fhall be added one of the 
national fecretaries, who fhall have no vote : he fhall in- 
fpe<^ and expedite all foreign aflairs, and fhall take the 
ufual oath, &c. 

This department fhall afTcmble as occafion may require. 

When the king is not prefent, a chancellor fhall prefide ; 

^d, in the latter's abfence, the iirfl fenaton The national 

Secretary ihall make a report of all the letters direded to 

X him, 
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W ite coun&Uori in Ui plim - TheficMn^.ef ll^^ 

* partmentihall be nominated by die king, from the national 
Secretaries, or notaries. He (hall maintain the correfpon- 
dence with the foreign minifters of the republic, and to 
)iim (hall be addrefTed ail letters and memorials* In th^ 
fame manner as the fecretary, the fubalterns in this depar(n 
fnent fliall be chofen by the king. 



Department 
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Department II. Committee of the mar- 
fhals of Poland and Lithuania. 

1. The great marfhals fhall a£t according to the confti- 
tution of 1768, reftraining, however, the affociation of the 
afleflors ♦ in the following cafes.— In criminal afFairs.-— la 
all taxes f upon provifions and merchandize only in the 
place of the king's refidence, excepting com, ^tnd the'pro^ 
du^Uons belonging to the nobility.— -In all cafes of debt of 
borrowings, only ex vi infcriptl fori^ when one of the par- 
ties appeals from the drft inftance, and the fum exceeds 
500 florins » ^. 13. 17 f. i)d, — All appeals from the firft 
inftance, relative to the non-payment of taxes, (hall be 
brought before the tribunal of the marflial with his afTeflbrs, 
in the prefence of the judge or the notary, neiAer of whom 
(hall have a vote. In this and ilmilar cafes of appeal, the 
opinion (hall be given openly, and then finally decided by 
ballot. 

2. The committee of the marfhals (hall be compofed of 
the great and little marfhals (or of their colleague^ the 
mardials of the crown), of two fenators, and four perfons 
of the equeftrian order. Thefe fix afTefTors (hall be chofen 
at Ac ordinary diet^ according to the form above pre- 

* Before 176S, the great marfhals were fole judges in all criminal 
caufes cognizable by their tribunals : but in the diet of 1768 the foU 
lowing claufe ena6ls, that ** fix afTeflbrs ' fliall be added to theji]rif<« 
« di£lion of the gieat mar(hal : they ihall be ele£led in each ordinary 
<* diet : they fhall judge all caufes In conjunclion with the great mar* 
^ (halt and (hall decide by the majority/* 

t The great marlhal ufed before, of his own authority, to impofe 
prices on merchants warts, who generally made him great prefents 
an4 bribes to augment their profit. Connor^s Hiftory of Poland, 
V. II. p. 69, 

fcribed 
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of five perfons, Including the niarfl»l9, rcqulfite to form ^ 
fitting, 

4. No member of thii committee can be elcfled a nuntf^ 
for the next diet i but the nuntios may be appointed mem-' 
bers of this committee by ballot^ and half of the antient 
^efTorSi both fca^tors and nobles of the equcftrian or- 
der, may be continued in their office for the two following 
years, 

5. Solely in the cafes of d^negfiti judldi et cQrrupthnit 
'judtcisy perjurii it oppTifficmi dvh liberij complaints againft 

the decjfions of this committee can be brought before the 
permanent council i and caufes of this nature thai J be tried 
■ by the permanent council, in the manner prcfcribed by the 
law concerning the dmcgatum judkium^ et csrruptkmm ju* ' 
£cii ei ptirjuriunu 

6. Each month the great marfhil (hall lay before the 
permanent council the report of his decifions> made ia 
conjunAion with die afieflbrs* 

7. In cafe the mar(hal Hiould difbbey die laws in any 
of thefe articles, the permanent council may remonftrate % 
and" if he perfifts in iiifrihgmg them, he (haO fe liable to b6 
cited before the diet as guilty of high treafom 

8. In all other ploln^s, not contrary to thefe a^c!es> the 
andent prerogadves of the marfhals ihaQ condnue itt 
force* 
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Department of the Police in the 

Permanent Council. 

1. When the great marflial fliall be a member of the 
permanent council, he fhall prcfide in the department of 
the police ; and in his abfence the firft fenior in rank, wha 
IS member of the faid department, 

2. If any complaints (hall be urged againft the great or 
little marihals, for non^performance of the duties fpeciiied 
in the articles of the <' committee of marfhals and their de« 
** pendence on the permanent council," the plaindfis, if 
membei^ of the council, (hall not be prefent at the refolu- 

;tions pafled under fuch circumftances. 

3. If this department (hall have occafion for the regifter 
of the committee of marfhals, it (hall be communicated. 



Department III. The Great Generals of 
the Two Nations* 

Ik Be(ide the troops, commanded by the marihds of tht 
two nations, and by the treafurers, (Rationed at War(aW| 
there may be quartered in that capital 3,000 foldiers, 
namely, 1,000 from the army of the crown, and 1,060 from 
that of Lithuania. Tlie difcipline of the Lithuanian corpt 
fliall depend upon the great general of Lithuania ; the chief 
command (hall devolve upon the great general of thr 
crown. If the king (hall refide in Lithuania, a propor* 
tionate number of troops (rom the army of the crown (haU 
be ftationed in that duchy, in the fame manner as the Li^ 
thuanian corps is quartered at Wariaw with the crown (ol* 
idiers. The gi^eat generals (hall be obliged to change the 
garrilbn of War&w at the jrequeft of the permanent 
council* 

a. When 
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2i When the great generals (hall find it expedient id 
raife new fortifications, they (hall prefent the plan to the 
permanent council, and the huter to the diet. 

3. The permanent council ihall make known to thd 
great general, M^ien he fhould order the abfentees to rejoin 
their regiments. 

4. The permanent council^ in concert with the great 
generals, (hall regulate the number of foldiers to be fur- 
ni(hed by the regiments for the purpofe of making high 
roads, cleanfing rivers, and other public works, a reprefen* 
tation being previoufly made, and a plan prefcribed^ by the 
commilHoners of the treafury : it (hall in the fame manner 
fix the pay of die bid foldiers, to be affigned firom die 
public fund deftined for extraordinary cafts, with this ex* 
ception, ^hat the troops (hall be exempted firom fuch fer-^ 
vices, during the months in which they are exercifed or eiw 
camped. 

5. In cafe the great generals (hould a£l counter to tbeie 
articles, the permanent .council (hall firft remonftrate, and 
if that (houid have no efiFedt, may accufe them of high treah 
foil before the diet ; if, during the intervals of the ordinary 
diet, it fhould be thought necellary to call them to account, 
the permanent council (hall aflemble an extiaordinary diet 
for that purpofe, 

6. The lift of extraordinary expences (hall be commu- 
nicated, by the great generals, to the permanent coun- 
cil, before it is laid before the ordinary diet. 

7. The difcipline, fuhordi nation, excrcife, and clothing 
of the troops, the appointment of the fpots for the encamp- 
ment of the divifions, (with this provifo, that never more 
than one divifion fliall encamp in the fame place) in a 
word, the chief command of the troops (hall be vcftcd in 
the great generals. 

8. The nomination and creation of the oflicers and 
fubalterns, belonging to the committee of war, (hall refidc 
in the great generals. 

9. la 
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9* In otber points, the generds retain all their antienr 
tights and privileges, not contradi^d by thefe articles. 



£xpLANArioH arid ChajJg^s of the Con-* , 
fHtution of 1768, relative to the Com-^ 

mittee of War of both nations. 

• 

r. The committee of war (hall be compofed oFfiit com- 
miffioners, as enjoined by the diet of 1768, Qjne half to be 
tsricen from perfons in the civil line, and the remainder from 
oflicers not employed. Among the three militafy com- 
Iniffioners fhall be included of courfe the generals of die 
artQlery, but without receiving the falary of commiiSoners. 
Three commiffioners, are fufHcient to make a board ; and 
if only two (hould meet, then the notaries of the committee 
of war of. the crown fhall aflfume the place of the abfent 
commiffioner, and have a vote ; but when diefe is a requt^ 
fite number, then the notaries fhall only have a deliberative 
voice. 

2. This committee of war fhall keep in order, and have 
the diredion of, the military* archives. 

3. Twice a year it fhall receive the reports of the troops 
rdative to the difcharge of their pay, and fhall fend them 
to'tfie permanent council. 

4. Since the troops cannot fubfift without pay, nor fufTer 
die leafl delay in that ardcle, it is enaded, once for all, 
that the committee of the treafury fhall be obliged to em-> 
ploy, for the payment of the faid troops, the iirfl: money 
which it receives, and which fhall be regularly delivered to 
the troops every year on the ift of April and the i ft of 
Odober. If it happens that this payment fhall not be 
made at thefe flipulated dmes, the great general and the 
council of war fhall he bound to acquaint the permanent 

Vol. I, G g council 
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fiouzidl with Ais.-ddsjr ^ wi the- jp^" « ^r w n » coundl IhiD 
immcdiateljr wiffainrigr. the peat, genenl and the. councS 
of war to procure the fiuns defttned for the pay of ^ 
troopt. . . 

' 5. Tbe.coipmittee of war fliall hare the care of die mi- 
litary chefty and ihall pay aDl the' troops accordfa^ to the 
•ftaUiflied cdciihtioii. The dieft fhali be providedwidi 
three keys;- one wherqqf (hjdlbekeptbydiegrm,gen9!dy 
<H'9 in his abfencey by the prefident of the council of war; 
tfie fecond by one ^ the coaMnifionen' of warj and^ 
ifaixd by the calhier« 

f 6. The commiffiooen of war fliaB judges «a. wdl aj) 
jcaufes between ibldien according to the military artic)fa» 
M all procefo brou^ by the cidsens i^gainft a (bUicr in 
his military capacity: but in cafe a fiddler in his military 
^capacity ihould aggrieve a dtiacn, dicn the phuntiff fliall 
■sqpply to the commander for redre&j and if he. obcun^ 
-ncme, he may cite him before the court of juftice of the 
place where the aflault was committed) refervbg the appeal 
'to the committee of war. 

7. No member of the faid committee can be capable of 
being eleded nuntio at the next diet ; but the commiffipners 
may be Liken from the nuntios of the diet, or from other 
nobles, promtfcuoufly. A third part of the commiffioners 
:may be continued for the next two years, if they have the 

plurality of ballots in their favour. The fame holds good 
in refpe£i to the fenators : and thofe, who are thus con- 
firmed in their feats for two more years, cannot be eledled 
the third time for the two next years. 

8. In other points, not contradictory to thefe articIe$^ 
the committee of war of both nations arc maintained in 
their antient rights. 



EsTABtlSHMENT 
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Establishment of the Military Department 
in the Permanent Council. 

1. The military dgpartinent in the permanent council 
{hall receive, twice a year, from the great general, the lift 
of the army, to be ejcamined and inferted in the a£l$. 

2. The great general, liaving a feat in the council, (hall 
prefide in the military department, or, in his abfence, the 
fenior of the faid department. 

3. If any complaints fliall be urged agaiaft the great or 
little gen^als, for not fulfilling the articles prefcribed under 
the title of " The great generals of both nations," the ac- 
cufed, if members of the permanent council, ihall not be 
prefent at the difcuflion of the faid complaints, 

DEPARTiMENT IV, The Great Chancellors 
of both Nations. 

I. Each great chancellor, or his colleague the vice-chan- 
cellor occupying his place, fhall have a committee cgm- 
pofcd of two fenators, and four perfons of the equcftrian 
order, to be chofen during the fitting of the diet by bal- 
lot, according to the form prefcribed in the permanent 
council, &c. 

^. Each pf thofe minifters fliall be bound to at leaft fix 
months rcfidence at Warfaw, upon the aflignment of fab- 
rics, and each commiflioner or afleflbr to at leaft four 
months s that the requifite number of three perfons, in- 
cluding the great chancellor, or vice-chancellor, may be 
prefent at each meeting. Thefe afltflbrs fliall receive e^ch 
6,000 florins per annum^ « ;^- 166. 131. 44/. and thofe 
fa}aries fliall be divided between the aficfTors v^ho at- 

tj?n^. 

Q g% 3. No 
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3. No mfiiiber of the oqueftrian ocder ia \bi§ 
nittet cttt be daA«A jtimtio of tbe amt Jkf^ &c. . 
' 4. Every mmA the chiiic^loin ibiO fend to t&e | 
lieiit cbuncQ a lift qf ^ the priyil^^ which- h«re pdfal 
the feaL 

5. The fials fhall remain in the hai|di of ihe yrrnt eii4 
vice-^hanceDoft. The chancellor and yipe-cfaanodlor of 
tbe crown ihall (ai^ at before, die privikgea reftrved to 
the king ', and thofe of Lithuania fhall, io the ftme manneb 
feal the privil^es of dut duchy, &c« 

6. The great chancellors and vice^chancrllon, ia iak 
fsf non-com^iaope with any of thefe article8| fliaU be mttt- 
to be cited by the permanent council before the diet. - 

7. In all other points the chancellors are raaintuned in 
their antient privUegesi qot contradiAory to d)e|e ar^clc| 
juft enumerated* 

Department V, Great Treafarprs of both 
Nations. 

1. The department of the treafury, compofed of members 
of the permanent council, fliall receive from the committee 
of the treafury of the crp)vn the lifts of the ordinary ex- 
pences, &c, and {hall take care that the receipts and ex- 
penditures are authorized by the laws. 

2. Every month the great treafurcr of the croinTi, and 
the great treafurer of Lithuania, fliall fend a report of all 
the tranfa£lions of this department to the permanent coun- 
cil, &c. 

3. Whenever one or both thp gre^t trcafurers are defied 
members of the permanent council, the firft in rank fliall 
prefide in this department, compofed of the members of die 
permanent council. 

4. The commiffioners of the treafury fliall receive, and, 
upon proper deliberation, admit or rejed all memorials and 
plans relative to commerce, tbe augmentation of the reve- 

nues. 
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pueS) the eftablifliment of manufaftures, ckanfing rivers, 
cutting canals> forming barboure, making bridges and high 
roads, lered^ing buildings, and all other public works, .&c« 
;Jways' under die controul of the permanent council. 

5. The commiflioners of the two nations {hall pay from 
the public funds, deftined for that purpofe, the extraordinary 
expences and gratifications, in compliance with the refolu- 
^ions of the permanent council in plenoy &c. 

6. The clerks in the committees of the treafury of both 
nations (hall provide for themfelves proper fecurities. The 
appointment of thefe clerks fhall belong to the great trea- 
furer; but the examination of their qualifications, the ap- 
probation or rejeftion of their fecurities, (hall wholly reft 
with the committee, The qualifications arc, 

1. That they are gentlemen. 

2. That they find proper fecurities. 

3. That their charadlers are not infamous* 

4. That they are able to write. 

5. That they are able to call accounts. 

In cafe thefe clerks fhould difpover any notorious incapa- 
city, the committee (hall have it in their power to deprive 
them of their charges. 

7. All the writings, decrees, and circular letters, ifTued 
by the committee, fhall be figned by the treafurers alone ; 
or, in their abfence, by the firll in rank. In cafe the trea- 
furers refufe to put the feal to any refolutions pafTcd by (he 
committees, it fhall be efteemed valid, if figned by the firft 
in rank next to the treafurer, even in the prefence of the 
latter ; and complaints may be urged againft the treafurer, 
for refufing to fign fuch refolutions. 

8. If the great treafurers remove from the place where 
the committees afTemblc, they fhall be accompanied in 
their route by fifteen of the treafury troops, provided diat 
no extraordinary expence on that account be incurred by 
the treafury, and that no damage be fufFcred by the inhabi- 
tants, 

9. The 
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, 9* TTie troops of th!e cominittee of A/$ tmfiiry AmA 

qomanue ia tbe ftme obedienqe Do ti» gnu tnafiirer, ud 

. tbe €9Buiiittee^ as enjoined by the diet of 1768 1 anl if way 

• of die officers, appointed by die king's patuit| ihall deJEbrve 
puniflinsent^ he IbaU be judged. by a courtHDoartial, com* 
ppfed of die officers of the fiune corps» according 4> die 
military articles, and the fentcnce fl^all be (eot to the coqi- 
mittee of war. The number crf'this corps (hall not exceed 
500 men, and die fum appropriated for their fupport Cbali 

. not furpafi that which is fetded by t}^ conftitution of 
1768. 

. ID. If the treafurers difob^ ^ny of thele ardcles, the 
psnyunent council is bound to remonftrate, aiid, in cafe of 
ftill further difphedience, to cite them before th^ diet i|s 

- guilty of high treafim. 

II. In other points, the great t|re|furers ar^ ip^ixUsiined 
In their anucnt juiyilegesr 



Changes and Explanation of the Con-. 
ftitution of 1768, relative to the eftablifli- 
ment of the Committee of the Trcafury 
of both Nations, 

1. The commiffioncrs of the treafury of the crown (hall 
be compofed of the great treafurer of the crown, and of 
nine commiflioncrs, three fenators, and fix from the equef- 
trian order, &c. 

2. The great treafurers fhall be bound to at leaft four 
months rcfidence, under pain of lofing their falaries propor- 
tionable to the time of their abfence ; and thefe dedu<aions 
fliall not be divided among the commiffioncrs who are 
prcfent, but fliall be left in the cheft. The conuniffioncrs 
are equally bound to four months refidencci in order that 
there may be always prefent five commiffioncrs (including 

X one 
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one or both treafurers), the requiiite number for holding 2. 
board. The deduc^ons of the (alaries for the abfent com- 
miffioners (hall be divided amongft thofe who are pre- 
fent. 

3. None of the commiffioners of the equeftrian order 
can be elected a nuntio for the next diet, &c« 

4. From this time there (hall be a regifter apart for thofe 
decrees of the committee, which relate to foreign affairs, 
commerce, and notes of exchange. 



What caufes fliall be brought before the 
Committees of the treafury. 

1. Thofe relative to the unpacking of merchandize 
which occafion any delays of tranfport. 

2. Impofts of all forts payable by the nobility, clergy, 
and towns. 

3. Of contrafts of merchants. 

4. Of letters of exchange, which (hall be further ex- 
plained in a law apart. 

5. Of debts of merchants and workmen. 

6. Of weights and meafures. 

7. Of damages caufed to the treafury, or of thefts and 
negligences of the fubalterns, &c. 

In all other points, the committees of both nations (hall 
be maintained in all their antient privileges, not contradic- 
tory to thefe articles above mentioned. 
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